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Mifs CrarissA Hariowe. 


VOL. VII. 
LETTER I. 


Mr, Betrorp, To Ropert Loverace, Ef; 


Tuefdey, Aug. 22. 

pee KI AV E been under fuch concern for the 

@\s¥ poor man, whofe exit I almoft hourly ex- 

pect, and at the fhocking {cenes his ill- 

nefs, and his aganies exhibit ; that I have 

been only able to make memoranda of 

emi the melancholy paflages, from which to 

draw up a more perfect account, for the inftruction of 
us all, when the writing-appetite fhall return. 


96.29 
Ir is returned! Indignation has revived it, on re- 
ceipt of thy letters of Sunday and yefterday ; by which 
I have reafon to reproach thee in very ferious terme, that 
thou haft not kept thy. honour with me: And if thy 
breach of it be attended with {uch effects as I fear it will 


be, I fhall let thee know more of my mind on this head. - 
Vor. VIE, B | | If 
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If thou would’ft be thought in earneft in thy wifhes, to 
move the poor lady in thy favour, thy ludicrous behaviour 
at.Smith’s, when it comes to be reprefented to her, will 


have.a very con/i/fent appearance ; will it not ?— It will, 


indeed, confirm her in her opinion, that the grave is 
more to be wifhed-for, by one of her ferious and_ pious 
turn, than a Susband incapable either of reflexion or re- 


morfe ; juft recovered, «as thowart, from a dangerous,. 


at leaft a fharp illnefs. 

I am extremely concerned for the poor unprotected 
lady ; fhe was fo exceffively low and weak on Saturday, 
that I could not be admitted to her fpeech: And to be 
driven out of her lodgings, when it was fitter for her to 
be in bed, is fuch a piece of cruelty, as he only could be 
guilty of, who could act as thou haft done, by fuch an 
angel. 

Cantt thou thyfelf fay, on reflection, that it has not the 
look of a wicked and hardened fportivenefs, in thee, for 
the fake of a wanton humour only, (fince it can anfwer 
no end that thou propofeft to thyfelf, but:the direct con- 
trary) to hunt from place to place a poor lady, who, like 


a harmlefs deer, that has already a barbed fhaft in her - 


breaft, iceks only a refuge from thee, in the fhades of 
death ? | 

But I will leave this matter upon thy own confcience, 
to paint thce fuch a fcene from my memoranda, as thou 
pernaps walt be moved by more effectually than by 
any o.her : Becaufe itis fuch a one, as thou thyfelf muft 
one day be a principal actor in; and, as I thought, hadft 
very lately in apprehension : And is the laft f{cene of one of 
thy moft intimate friends, who has been for the four patt 
days labouring in the agonies of death. For, Lovelace, let 
this truth, this undoubted truth, be ingraven on-thy me- 
mory, in all thy gaieties, That the life we are fo fond of, 
is hardly life ; a mere breathing-fpace only ; and that at 
the end of its lonzeft date, | ) 


Tuou must pig, as wet asBELTON. 


‘ ‘ 

Thou knowef by Tourville what we had cone as to the 
poor man’s worldly aftairs ; and that we had got his unhappy 
fifterto come and live with him ; (little did we think him 

fo 
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fo very near his end) ; and fo I will proceed to tell thee, 
that when I arrived at his houfe on Saturday night, [I 
found him exceffively ill: But juft raifed, and in his elbow- 
chair, held. up by his nurfe and Mowbray, (the roughett and 
moft untouched creature that ever enter’d a fick man’s 
ehamber) while the maid-fervants were trying to make that 
bed eafier for him which he was to return to ; his mind 
ten times uneafier than That could be, and the true caufe 
that the down was no fofter to him. ) 

He had fo much longed to fee me, his fifter told me, 
(whom I fent for down to enquire how he was) that they 
all rejoiced when I entered : Here, faid Mowbray, Here © 
Tommy, is honeft Jack Belford ! 

Where, where? faid the poor man. 

I hear his voite, cry’d Mowbray, coming up ftairs. 

In a tranfport of joy, he would have raifed himfelf at 
my entrance, but had like to have pitched out of the chair : 
And when recover’d, call’d me his beft friend ! his £inde/? 
friend ! but, burft out into a flood of tears, O Jack ! .O 
Belford ! faid he, fee the way I am in! See how weak ! 
So much, and fo foon reduced ! Do youknow me? Do you 
know your poor friend Beltén? | sw 

You are not fo much altered, my dear Belton, as you 
think you are. But I fee you are weak ; very weak—And 
I am forry for it. 

“Weak ! weak, indeed, my deareft Belford, faid he, and 
weaker in my mind, if poffible, than in my body ; and 
wept bitterly—or I fhould not thus unman mytelf. J, 
who never feared any thing, to be forced to fhew myfeif 


* fuch a nurfling ! — Tam quite afhamed of myfelf ! — But 


don’t defpife me, dear Belford, don’t deipife me, I befeech 
thee. 3 

I ever honoured a man that could weep for the diftreffes 
of others ; and ever fhall, faid I ; and fuch a one cannot 
be infenfible to Szs own. 

However, I could not help being vz4/y moved at the 


_poor fellow’s emotion. 


Now, faid the brutal Mowbray, do I think thee infuf- 
ferable, Jack. Our poor friend 1s aiready a peg too low $ 
and here thou art letting him down lower and lower ftill. 
This foothing of him in his dejected moments, and joining 

- Baz thy 
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thy womanifh tears with his, is not the way; I am fure it 


isnot. If our Lovelace were here, he’d tell thee fo. 
Thou art an impenetrable creature, reply’dI; unfit to 
be prefent at a fcene thou wilt not be able to feel the ter- 
rors of, till thou fecleft them in thyfelf ; and then, if thou 
haft time for fecling, my life for thine, thon behaveft as 
pitifully, as thofe thou thinkeft mof pitiful. ; 
Then turning to the poor fick man, Tears, my dear 
Belton, are no figns of an exmanly, but, contrarily, of a 
humane nature ; they eafe the over-charged heart, which 
would burft but for that kindly and natural relief. 


Give Sorrew words, (/ays Shakefpeare ;) 
The grief that docs not /peak, 
Whifpers the 0 er-fraucht heart, and bids it break. 


I know, my dear Belton, thou ufedft to take pleafure 
in repetitions from the pocts ; but thou muit be tafte- 
Jefs of their beauties now : Yet be not difcountenanced 
by this uncouth and unreficcting Mowbray, for as Juve- 
nal fays, Tears are the prerogative of manhood. 

"Tis, at leaft, feafonably faid, my dear Belford ; it is 
kind to keep me in countenance for this qwomanifh weak- 
ne/s, as Mowbray has been upbraidingly calling it, ever 
fince he has been with me. And in fo doing (whatever 
I might have thought in fuch high health as he sade 
has convinced me, that bottle-fricnds feel nothing but what 
moves in that little circle. 


Well, well proceed in your own way, Jack. I love my 


friend Belton as wellas you can do ; yet for the blood of 
me, I cannot but think, that foothing a man’s weakne({s 
is increafing it. | 

If it be a weaknefs, to be touched at great and concern- 
ing events, in which our humanity 1s concerned, faid I, 

‘thou mayeft be right. Bt & . 

I have feen many a man, faid the rough creature, going 
up Holbourn-hill, that has behaved more like a man than 
either of you. | 

Ay, but Mowbray, reply’d the poor man, thofe wretches 

‘ ave not had fuch infirmities of body as I have long la- 
-bouredunder, to enervate theirminds. Thoa arta fhock- 
. ing 


- 


ree agp ei ee | 


——— 
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ing fellow, and ever wert. But tobe able to remember 


nothing in thefe moments, but what reproaches me, and 


to know, that I cannot hold it long, and what may then 
be my lot, if —- But interrupting himfelf and turning to 
me, Give me thy pity, Jack, ’tis bakm to my wounded 


foul ; and let Mowbray fit indifferent enough to the pangs - 


of a dying friend, te laugh at us both. 
The harden’d fellow then retired, with the air of a 


Lovelace ; only ‘more ftupid ; yawning and ftretchmg, 


inftead of humming a tune as thou didit at Smith’s. 


I affifted to get the poor man intobed. He was fo - 


weak and low, that he could not bear the fatigue, and 
fainted away ; and I verily thought was quite gone. But 
recovering, and his doctor coming, and advifing to keep 
him quiet, I retired, and joined Mowbray in the garden 
who took more delight to talk of the living Lovelace 


and his levities, than of the dying Belton and his repen~ ~ 


.tance. : 

- I juft faw’ him again on Saturday night before I went 
to bed: which I did early ; for I was furteited with Mow- 
bray’s frothy infenfibility, and could not bearhim. Itisfuch 
a-horrid thing to think of, that a man who had lived in fuch 
ftrict terms of amity with another (the proof does not 
come out fo, as to fay friend/bip) ; who had pretended fo 
much love for him ; could not bear to be out of his com- 

y 3 would ride a hundred miles an end to enjoy it , 
and would fight for him, be the caufe right or wrong : 
Yet now, could be fo little moved to fee him in fuch 
mifery of body and mind .as to be able to rebuke him, 
and rather ridicule than pity him, becaufe he Was more 


affected by what he felt, than he had feen amalefagtor © 


(hardened perhaps by liquor, and‘not foftened by pre- 
‘ vious ficknefs) on his going to execution. -— 
-This put me ftrongly in mind of what the divine Mifs 
Harwowg once faid to me, talking of friendthip, and 
what my friendfhip to you required cf me : * Depend up- 
‘ on it, Mr. Belford,’ faidfhe, ‘ that one day you will 
* be convinced, that what you call friendfhip, is chaff 


‘ and ftubble ; and that nothing is worthy of that facred ~ 


* name, | 
‘ THAT HAS NOT VIRTUE FOR 2FS BASE’. 


B 3 . Sunday 


OS 
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Sunday morning, I was called up at fixo’ clock, at his 
earneft requeit, and found him in a terrible agony. O 
Jack! Jack! faid he, looking wildly, as if he had feen 


a {pectrem-Come nearer me ! reaching out both arms.—. 


Come nearer me !=— Dear, dear Belford, fave me! Then 
clafping my arm with both his hands, and rearing up his 


head towards me, his eves ftrangely roliing, Save me! . 


dear Belford, fave me ! repeated he. 
I put my other arm about him,e~Save you from what, 


my dear Belton ! Save you from what :«= Nothing fhall. 


hurt you !—What muft I fave you from? 7 


Recovering from his terror, he funk down again, O: 
fave me from myfelf ! faid he ; Save me from my own re-.. 


flections. O dear Jack ! what a thing it is to die ; and 
not to have one comfortable refleétion to revolve !—-What 
would I give for one year of my paffed life ?—only oze 


year—and to have the fame fenfe of things that I now - 


have ? 


cellent Mifs Harlowe has wrought a converfion in you. 


May it be fo! you are a man of fenfes; O may it be fo! | 


Now is yourtime ! Now, that you are in full vigour of 


mind and body! But your poor Belton, alas! kept his ~ 
vices, till they left him. And fee the miferable effects in . 
debility of mind and defpondency ! Were Mowbray here, . 
and were he to /augh at me, I would own that this is the : 
caufe of my defpair: ‘That Ged’s ju/fice cannot let his . 
mercy operate for my comfort: For Oh! I have been . 


very, very wicked ; dnd have defpifed the offers of his 
grace, till he has withdrawn it from me for ever. 


I ufed all the arguments I could think of, to give him 


confolation ; and what I faid, had fuch an effect upon 


him, as to quiet his mind for the greateft part of the day; - 


and in a lucid hour his memory ferved him to repeat thofe 


lines of Dryden, gra!ping my hand, and looking wiftfully © . 


upon me: 


I try’d to comfort him, as well as Icould: But free- 

Jivers to free-livers are forry death-bed comforters. And — 
he broke in upon me : O my dear Belford, {aid he, Iam. 
told, (and I have heard you ridiculed for it) that the ex-.. 
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O that I lefs could fear to lofe this being, 
Which, like a fnow-ball, in my coward-hand, 
The more tis grafp’d, the fafter mélts away! 


In the afternoon of Sunday, he was inquifitive after 
you, and your prefent behaviour to Mifs Harlowe. I 
told him how you had been, and how light you made 
of it. Mowbray was pleafed with your impenetrable 
hardnefs of heart, and faid, Bob Lovelace was a good 
edge-tool, and ftcel to the back: And {uch coarfe but 
hearty praifes he gave thee, as an abandon’d man might 
give, and only an abandon’d man could with to deferve. 

But hadft thou heard what the poor dying, wife-too-late 
Belton faid on this occafion, perhaps it would have made ° 
thee ferious an Aozr or tava, at leatt. 

When poor Lovelace is brought, faid he, to a fick- 
bed, as Iam now, and his mind forebodes, that it is im- 
poffible he fhould recover, which Ais could not do in his 
late illnefs : Ifit had, he could not have behavcd fo light'y 
in ite When he revolves his paft mif- {pent life ; his actions 
of offence to helplefs innocents ; in Mifs Harlowe’s cafe 
particularly : What then, will he think of himfelf, or of 
his paft actions ? His mind debiljtated ; his ftrength turned 
into weaknefs ; unable to ftir or to move without help ; 
not one ray of hope darting in upon his benighted foul ; 
his confcience ftanding in the place of a thoufand wit- 
nefles ; his pains excruciating ; weary of the poor rem- 
nant of life he drags, yet dreadang that in a few fhort hours, 
his bed will be changed to worle, nay, to worlt of all; 
and that worft of all, to laft beyond time and to all eter- 
nity ; O Jack! What will he then think of the poor tran- 
fitory gratifications of fenfe, which now engage all his. 
attention? Tell him, dear Belford, tell him, how happy 
he is, if he knows his own happinefs ; how happy, com- 
pared to his pocr dying friend, that he has recovered 
from his illnefs, and has ftill an opportunity lent him, 
for which I would give a thoufand worlds, had I them to: 

ive ! 
: I approved exceedingly of what he faid, as reflections 
fuited to his prefent circumftances; and inferred confo- 


lations to him from a mind fo properly touched. 
B 4, He 
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He proceeded in the like penitent ftrain. T have lived 
a very wicked life ; fo have we all. We have never made 
a conicience of doing all the mifchief, that either force 
or fraud put it in our power to do. We have laid fnares 
for the innocent heart; and have not fcrupled by the too- 
ready {word to extend, as occafions offer’d, the wrongs 
we did, to the perfons whom we had before injur’d in 
their dearett relations. But yet I think in my heart, that 
T have lefs to anfwer for than either Lovelace or Mow- 
bray ; for], by taking to myfelf that accurfed deceiver 
from whom :thou haft freed me, (and who for years, an- 
known to me, was retaliating upon my own head fome 
of the evils [ had brought upon others) and retiring, and 
living with her as a wife, was not party to half the mif- 
chicts, that 1 doubt they, and Tourville, and even You, 
Eelford, committed. As to the ungrateful Thomafin, I 
hope |] have met with my punifhmentin her. But not- 
vithftanding this, doft thou not think, that /ech an action 
——and fuch an action—and /uch an action, (and then he re- 
capitulated feveral enormities, in which, led on by falfe 
bravery, and the heat of youth and wine, we have all 
been concerned) Doft thou not think that thefe villainies, 
(let me call thei ow by their proper name,) joined to the 
wilful and gloried-in negleé&t of every duty that our better 
fenfe and education gave us to know were required of 
us as Men and Chriftians, are not enough to weigh down 
ny foul into defpondency ?—Indeed, indeed, they are ?- 
“nd now to hope for mercy / And to depend upon the 
eiicacy of that gracious attribute when that no lefs fhining 
one Cf juffice forbids me to hope ; How can I! —I, who 
have defpifed all warnings, and taken no advantage of the 
benefit I might have reap’d from the lingring conifumptive 
iinefs I have laboured under, but left all to the laft ftake; 
hoping for recovery, againit hope, and driving off re- 
pentance, til that grace is denyed me; for oh! my dear 
Belford! I can now neither repent, nor pray, as I 
ought ; my heart is harden’d, and I cando nothing but 
detpair !— ; | | 
Nore he would have faid; but, overwhelm’d with 
gticf and infirmity, he bowed his head upon his pangful 
= bofom, 


- 
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bofom, endeavouring to hide from the fight of the har~ 
dened Mowbray; who juft then enter’d tne room, thefe 
tears which he could not reftrain. . ; 
Prefac’d by a phlegmatic hem ; Sad, very fad, truly !. 
cry’d Mowbray ; who fat himfelf down on one fide of 
the bed, as I on the other: Hiseyes half clofed, and: 
his lips pouting out to his turn’d-up nofe, his chin curdled 
(to ufe one of thy defcriptions) leaving one at a-lofs to 
know, whether ftupid drowfinefs og intenfe contempla- 
tion had got moft hold of him. — 
An excellent, however uneafy leffon, Mowbray, -faid 
I! by my faith it is! —It may one day, who knows hew 
foon ? be our own cafe ! : 

_I thought of thy yawning fit, as defcribed in thy letter 
of Aug. 13. For up ftarted Mowbray, writhing and fhak- 
ing himfelf as in an ague-fit; his hands ftretch’d over his 
head—with thy hoy! hoy! hoy hts Samrat then re~ 
covering himfelf, with another ftretch and a fhake, What’s 
a clock, cried he ? pulling out his watch And ftalking 
by long tip-toe ftrides thro’. the room, ‘down ftairs he 
went ; and meeting the maid, in the paffage, I. heard 
him fay — Betty, bring me a bumper of claret ; thy- poor 
maiter, and this damn’d Belford are enough to throw 
a, Hercules into the vapours. a ' 

Mowbray, after this, amufing himfelf in our friend’s _- 
library, which is, as thou knoweft, chiefly claffical and 
dramatical, found out a paffage in Lee’s Oedipus, which 
he would needs have.to be extremely apt, and ih he came. 
full fraught with the notion of the courage it would give 
the dying man, and read it tohim, Tis poetical and 
pretty. Thisisit.  . St 


When the fan fets, /badows that foew'd at noon 
But mall, appear moft loag and terrible: 3 
So when we think faie hovers o er our beads, 
Our apprehenfions fooot beyond allbounds: 
Owl, ravens, crickets feem the watch of death: 
Nature's worft vermin {care ber god-like fons. 
Echoes, the very leavings of avoite, 
Grow babking ghofts, and call us to our graves. 
Bs ‘ Each 
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Each mole-bill thought frcells to a huge Olympus ; 
While eve, fantaftic dreamers, keave and puff, 
And fweat with our imaginations weight. 


He exnected praifes for finding this out. But Belton 
turning his head from him, Ah, Dick ! (faid he) thefe 
are not the reflections of a dying’ man! What thou wilt 
one day feel; if it be what I now feel, will convince thee 
that the evils beforeahee, and with thee, are more than 
the effects of imagination. 
- I was called twice on Sunday-night to him ; for the. 
poor fellow, when his retleéctions on his paft life annov: 
him moft, is afraid of being left with the women ; and* 
his eyes, they tell me, hunt and roll about for me. 
Where’s Mr. Belford ? — But I fhall tire him out, cries 
he—yet beg of him to ftep to me — yet don’t — yet do; 


were once the doubting and changeful orders he gave ; - 


And they called me accordingly. 

But, alas ! What could Belford do for him? Belford, 
who had been but too often the companion of his guilty 
hours, who wants mercy as much as he does ; and 1s un- 


able to promife it to himfelf, tho’ °tis all he can bid his - 


poor fricnd re/y upon ! 


What mifcreants are we ! What figures fhall we make ° 


in thefe terrible hours ! 

If Mifs Hartowe’s glorious Example, on one hand, 
and the terrors of This poor man’s on the other, affect me 
not, I mult be abandoned to perdition ; as I fear thou wilt 
be, if thou benefitteft not thyfelf from both. 

Among the confolatory things I urged, when I was 


called up the laft time on Sunday-night, I told him, That . 


he muft not abfolutely give himfelf up to defpair: That 

many of the apprehenfions he was under, were fuch as the 

beft men muft have, on the dreadful uncertainty of what 

was to fucceed to this life. °’Tis well obferved, faid J, 

by a poetical divine, who was an excellent chrulian, (4) 
hat 


Death could not a more fad retinue find, 
Sickne(s and pain before, and darknefs all behind. 


About 
(2) The Rev. Mr. Norris of Bemerton. ; 
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About eight o’clock yefterday (Monday) morning, I 
found him a little calmer. He afked me, who was the 
author of the two lines I had repeated to him ; and-made 
me fpeak them over again. A fad retinué, itt d, {aid 
the poor man! And then expreffing his hopelefinefs of 
life, and his terrors at the thoughts of “ying ; and draw- 
ing from thence terrible conclufions with regard to his 
future ftate, There is, faid I, fuch a aatural averfion to: 
death in human nature, that you are not to imagine, that 
you, my dear Belton, are fingular in the fear of it, and 
in the apprehenfions that fill the thoughtful mind upon its 
approach ; but you ought, as much as poflible, to feparate 
thofe natural fears, which all men muit have on fo (elean 
- an occafion, from thofe particular ones, which your juftly- 
apprehended unfitnefs fills you with. Lord Rofcommon, 
in his Pro/pe& of Death, which I dipped into laft night 
from a collection in your clofet, and which I put into my 
pocket, fays, (and turning to the place) 


Merely to die, no man of reafon fears 3 
For certainly we muft, 

As we are born, return to duf ; 

Tis the laf point of many ling’ring years : 
But whither then we go, 
Whither we fain would know ; 

But human underftanding cannot foew. 
This makes us tremb lemme - | 


My Lord Rofcommon, therefore, proceeded I, had fuch - 
apprehenfions of this dark ftate as you have : And the ex- 
cellent divine I hinted at laft night, who had very little 
elfe but human frailties to reproach himfelf with, and 
whofe Mitcellanies fell into my hands among my uncle’s 
books, in my attendance upon him in his laft hours, fays, 


It muff be done, my foul : But tis a firanze, 
A difmal and myfterious change, | 
When thou foalt leave this tenement of clay, 
And to an unknown—fomevobere—wing away ; 
When Time foall be Eternity, and thou 
Shalt bemthou knoweft not what—and live—thou 
| know’ ft not how | | 
a: B 6 Anaxing 


- 
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Amazing ftate! no wonder that we dread - 
To think of death, or view the dead ; 
Thou're all avrapt up in clouds, as if to thee 
Our very knowlege had antipathy. 
Then follows, what I repeated, 


Death could not a more fad retinue find, : 

Sickne/s and pain before, and darkne/s all behind. 
' Alas! my dear Belford, (inferr’d the unhappy deep- 
thinker) what poor creatures does this convince me we mor- 
tals are at beft !——But what then mutt be the cafe of fuch: 
a profligate as I, who, by a paft wicked life, have added 
force to thefe natural terrors? If death be fo repugnant a 
thing to human nature, that good men will be ftartled at it, 
what muft it be to one who has lived a life of fenfe and ap- 
petite ; nor ever reflected upoa the end which I now am. 
within view of ? a 

What could I fay to an inference fo fairly drawn ?- 
Mercy ! mercy ! unbounded mercy !. was ftill my plea, tho” 
his repeated cppofition of ju/fice to it, ina manner filenced 
it : And what would I have given to have had rife to my 
mind, one good, one eminently good action, to have re- 
membered him of, in order to combat his fears with. st? 

I believe, Lovelace, I fhall tire thee, and that more. 
with the fubjcét of my letter, than even with the length. 
ef it. But, really, I think thy fpirits are fo offerfively 
up, fince thy recovery, that I ought, as the melancholy 
fubjedis offer, to endeavour by them to reduce thee.to. 
the ftandard of humanity. And. then thou canft not but 
be curious to know every thing that concerns the poor: 
man, for whom thou haft always exprefled a great re- 
gard. I will therefore proceedas'I have begun: If thow 
itkcft not to read it now, lay it by, if thou wilt, till the. 
hise circumftances befal thee, till like reflections fromr 
thofe circtunftances feize thee ; and then take it up,. and. 
compare the two cafes together. 


CQ29: | 
At his earneft requeit, I fat up with him laft night s: 
and, poor man! it is impoffible to tell thee, how eafy 
and fafe he thought himfelf in my company, for the firit 
part of the night : 4 dracuning man will catch at a frraw, 


the 
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the Proverb well fays : And a ftraw was I, with refpect 
to any real help I could give him. He often awaled it 
terrors, and once calling out for me, Dear Belford, faid he, 
Where are you !—Oh ! There you are !—~—Give me your 
friendly hand !—Then grafping it, and putting his clam- 
my, half-cold lips to it —How kind ! I fear every thing 
when you are abfent! But the prefence of a friend, a 
fympathizing friend — Oh! how comfortable !——= 

But about four.in the morning, he frighted me much : 
He waked with three terrible groans ; and endeavoured’ 
to fpeak, but could: not prefently —- and when he did, ~ 
Jack, Jack, Jack, five or fix times repeated he as quick 
as thought, now, now, now, fave me, fave me, fave 
me — I am going,—going indeed ! 

I threw my arms about him, and raved him upon his: 
pillow, as he was finking (as if to hide himfelf) in the 
bed-cloaths— And ftaring wildly, Where am I! faid he, 
a little recovering. Did you not fee him ! turning his 
head this way and that ; horror in his countenance ;. Didi 
you not fee him? 

See who! See what, my deat Belton ! 

O lay me upon the bed again, cry’d he !—-Let me not 
die upon the floor! Lay me down gently ! And ftand by. 
me ! Leave me not! All; aff wilf foon be over ! 

You are already, my dear Belton, upon the bed. You: 
have not been upon the floor. — This is a ftrong deli- 
rium 3 you are faint for want of refrefhment ; (for he 
had refufed feveral times to take any thing) Let me per- 
fuade you to take fome of this cordial julep. I will leave: 
you, if you will not oblige me. 

He then readily took it ; but faid he could have fworn: 
that-Tom Metcalfe had been in the room, and had: 
drawn him out of bed by the throat, upbraiding him. 
with the injuries he. had firft done his fifter, and then him, 
in the duel to which he owed that fever which coft him. 
luis life. 

Thou knoweft the ftory, Lovelace, too well, to need. 
sy repeating it : But mercy on us, if in thefe terrible mo-. 

‘ments all the evils we do, rife to our affrighted imagi- 
nations ! If fo, what fhocking: fcenes have I, but full 
more haft thou, to go through, if, as the noble poet fays,. 
If, any fenfe at that [ad time remains. ae 
L 
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The doétor ordered him an opiate, this morning early; 
which operated fo well, that he dofed and flept feveral 
hours more quietly than he had done for the two palit 
days and nights, tho’ he had fleeping draughts given him 
before. But it is more and more evident ev ery hour, that 
nature is almoft worn out in him. . 

CC29 

Mowsray, quite tired with this houfe of mourning, 
intends to fet out in the morning to find you. He was 
not a little rejoiced to hear you were in town ; I believe 
to have a pretence to leave us. 

Hc has juft taken leave of his poor friend, intending to: 
go awav early : An everlafting leave, I may venture to 
fay ; for [think he will hardly live till to-mozrow night. 

‘I believe the poor man would not have been forry. 
had he left him when I arrived ; for “tis a fhocking crea- 
ture, and cnjoys too ftrong health to know how to pity. 
the fick, Then (to borrow an obfervation from thee) he 
has, by nature, ftrong bodily organs, which thofe of his 
foul are not likely to whet out; and he, as well as the 
wicked friend he is going to, may lafta great while from 
the ftrength of their conititutions, tho’ fo greatly different, 
in their talents; if neither the {word nor the halter inter~ 

ofe. 
, I muft repeat, That I cannot but be very uneafy for 
the poor lady, whom thou fo cruelly perfecuteft ; and 
that I do not think thou haft kept thy honour with me., 
I was apprehenfive, indeed, that thou wouldft attempt to. 


fee her, as foonas thou gotteft well enough to come up ;.. 


and I told her as much, making ufe of it as an argument 
to prepare her for thy vifit, and to induce her to ftand it. 
But fhe could not, it is pla in, bear the fhock of it ; and, 
indeed, fhe told me, that fhe would not fee thee, tho? 
but for one half hour, for the world. 


Could fhe have prevailed upon herfelf, I know that. 


the fight of her would have been as affecting to thee, as 


thy vifit could have been to her; when thou hadf fecn. 


to what a lovely fkeleton (for fhe is really lovely ftill, 
nor can fhe, with fuch a form and features, be other-. 


wife) thou haft, in a few weeks, reduced one of the mott 
charm ing 


—— 


hese 
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charming women in the world ; and that in the full 
bloom of her youth and beauty. 

Mowbray undertakes to carry This, that he may be 
more welcome to. you, he fays.. Were it to be fent un= 
fealed, the characters we write in would be Hebrew to the 
dunce. I defire you to return it ; and Pll give you a copy 
of it upon demand ; for I intend to keep it by me, asa | 
guard againft the infe€tion of thy company which might 
otherwiie, perhaps, fome time hence, be apt to weaken 
the impreffions I always defire to have of the awful, 
fcene before me. God convert us both ! 


! LETTER IL 


- Mr. Berrorp, To Ropert Loverace, £7; 


| Wednefday-morn, 11 0° Clock. 

BELIEVE no man has two fuch fervants as I have. 
Becaufe I treat them with kindnefs, and do not lord 

it over my inferiors, and damn and curfe them by looks. 
and words like Mowbray ; or beat their teeth out like 
Lovelace j but cry, Pr’ythee, Harry, do this, and Pr’ythee, 
Jonathan, - do that, the’ fellows purfue their own devices, 
and regard nothing I fay, but what falls in with thefe. 
Here, this vile Harry, who might have brought your 
letter of yefterday in good time, came not in with it till 
pait eleven laft night (drunk, I fuppofe) ; and concluding 
that I was in bed, as he pretends, (becaufe he was told 
J fat up the preceding night) brought it not to me ; and. 
having over-flept himfelf, juft as I had fealcd up my letter, 
in comes the villain with the forgotten one, fhaking his 
ears, and looking as if he himfelf did not believe the ex- 


' cufes he was going to make. I queftioned him about it, 


and heard his pitiful-pleas, and tho’ I never think it be- 
comes a gentleman to treat people infolently who by . 
their ftations are humbled beneath his feet, yet could 
not forbear to Lovelace and Mowbray-him, moft cordially. 

And this detaining Mowbray, (who was ready to fet 
out to thee before) while I write a few lines upon it, the 
fierce fellow, who is impatient to exchange the company 
of a dying Belton, for. that of a too lively Lovelace, 


afhxed a /upplement of curfes upon the flaring fellow thac 
4 was 
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was larger than my book — Nor did I offer to take off the 


Bear from fuch a Mongrel, fince he deferved not of me, 


on this occafion, the protection which every matter owes 
to a good fervant. 


He has not done curfing him yet; for ftalking about 


the court-yard with his boots on, (the poor fellow drefling 
his horfe, and unable to get from him) he is at him with- 

- out mercy ; and I will heighten his impatience (fince be- 
ing juft under the window where I am writing, he will 
not let me attend to my pen) by telling thce, how he fills 
my ears as well as the fellow’s, with his — Hay, Sir ! 
And Ge=d d—n ye, Sir! And were you my fervant, ye 
dog ye! And mutft I flay here till the mid-day fun fcorches 
me to a parchment, for fuch a mangey dog’s drunken 
neglect ?=— Ye lye, Sirrah! Ye lye, I tell you—(I hear 
the fellow’s voice in an humble excufatory tone, tho’ 
not articulately) Ye lye, ye dog! — I’d a good mind 
to thruft my whipdown your drunken throat : Damn me, 
if I would not flay the fkin from the back of {uch a rafcal, 
if thou wert mine, and have dog’s-fkin gloves made of it, 
for thy brother fcoundrels to wear in remembrance of thy 
abufes of fuch a matter. ; 

- The poor horfe fuffers for this, Idoubt not ; for, What 
now ! and, Stand ftill, and be- damn’d to ye, cries the 
fellow, with a kick, Ifuppofe, which he better deferves 
himielf. For thefe varlets, where they can, are Mow- 
brays and Lovelacesto man or beaft ; and, not daring to 
an{wer 4im, is flaying the poor hor/e. 

I hear the fellow is juft efcaped, the horfe (better 
curryed than ordinary, I fuppofe, in half the ufual time) 
by his clanking fhoes, and Mowbray’s filence, letting me 
know, that 1 may now writeon: And fo, I will tell 
thee, that, in the firft place, (little as I, as well as you, 
regard dreams,) I would have thee lay thine to heart ; 


for I could give thee fuch an interpretation of it, as 


would fhock thee, perhaps: and if thou afketh me for it, 
I will. : 
Mowbray calls ta me from the court-yard, That ’tis a 
curfed hot day, and he fhall be fry’d by riding in the noon 
of it: And, that poor Belton longs to feeme. SoI will 
only add, my earneft defire, that thou wilt give over atl 
thoughts. 
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thoughts of feeing the lady, if, when this comes to thy 
hand, thou haft notfeen-her: And, that it would be kind, 
if thoud’ft come, and, for the laft time thou wilt ever 
fee thy poor friend, fhare my concern for him ; and, ia 
him, fee what, in a little time, will be thy fate and 
mine, and That of Mowbray, Tourville, and the reft of. 
us: — For what are ten, fifteen, twenty, or thirty years, 
to look back to: In which period forward we shall all, 
perhaps, be mingled with the duft we fprung from ? 


LETTER IU. 
Mr, Loverace, To Joun Berrorn, E/q 
| Wednefday-Morn, Aug. 23- 
L Lalive, dear Jack ! and in ecftafy! Likely to be 
once more a happy man! ForI have received a 
letter from my beloved Mifs Hartowe ; in confe- 
quence, I fuppofe, of advices that I mentioned in my laft 
from her fifter. And I am fetting out for Berks direétly, 
to fhew the contents to my Lord M. and to receive the 
congratulations of all my kindred upon it. 

I went, laft night, as I intended, to Smith’s: But the 
dear creature was not returned at near ten o’clock. And, 
lighting upon Tourville, I took him home with me, and 
made him fing me out of my megrims. I went to bed 
tolerably eafy at two ; had bright and pleafant dreams, not 
fuch a frightful one as that I gave thee an account of : 
And at eight this morning, as I was drefling, to be in 
readinefs againft Will came back, whom I had {ent to en- 
quire after his lady’s return, I had this letter brought me 
by achairman. 7 | 


To Ropert Loverace, E/q; 

SIR, , Tuesday night, 11 o'clock. (Aug. 22.) 
I H A V E good news totell you. Iam fetting out with 
all diligence for my father’s houfe. J am bid to hope 
that he will receive his poor penitent with a goodnefs pe- 
culiar to himfelf; for Iam overjoyed with the affurance 
of a thorough reconciliation, thro’ the interpofition of a 
dear bleffed friend, whom Ialways loved and bonged 
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I am fo taken up with my preparation for this joyful and 
long-wifhed-far journey, that I cannot fpare one mo- 
nicnt for any other bufinefs, having feveral matters of the 
Jatt importance to fettle frit. So, pray, Sir, don’t difturb 
or interrupt me == I befeech you don’t. — You may, in 
time, poihbly, fee me at my father’s ; at leaft, if it be 
not your own fault. 
I will write a letter, which fhall be fent you when Iam 
got thither andreceived: Tall when, Iam, Ge. 
CraRissa Haritowg. 


I difpatched mfantly a letter to the dear creature, affuring 
her, with the moit thankful joy, “ That I would direétly fet 
** out for Berks, and wait the iffue of the happy reconci- 
*€ hiation, and the charming hopes fhe had filed me with. 
“* IT poured out upon her a thoufand bleffings. I declared, 
“‘ that it fhould be the ftudy of my whole life to merit 
** fucn tranfcendent goodnefs. And that there was no- 
** thing which her father or friends fhould require at my 
“‘ hands, that I would not for her fake comply with, in 
‘** order to promote and complcte jo detirable a recon- 
‘© ciliation.”” ; 

Thurried it away, without taking a copy of it; and 
J have ordered the chariot-and-fix to be got ready ; and, 
hey for M. Hall! == Let me but know how Belton does. 
I hope a letter from thee is on the road. And if the poor 
fellow can fpare thee, make hafte, I advife thee, toat- 
tend this truly divine lady, or elfe thou mayeft not fee 
her of months perhaps ; at leaft, not while fhe is Mifs 
Harztowe. And favour me with one letter before fhe 
fets out, if poflible, confirming to me, and accounting 
for, this generous change. 

But what accounting for it is neceffary ? The dear crea- 
ture cannot receive coniolation herfclf, but fhe mut com- 
miunicate it toothers. How noble !—=She would not fee 
me in her adveriity : But no fooner does the fun of pro- 
iperity begin to fhine upon her, than fhe forgives me. 

1 know to whofe mediation all this 1s owing. It 1s to 
Col. Morden’s. She always, as fhe fays, lov’d and ho- 
nour’d him : And he loved her above ail his relations. 

I fall now be convinced that there is fomething in 

dreams. 
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dreams. The ceiling opening is the reconciliation in 
view. ‘The bright form, lifting her up through it to an- 


_ other ceiling ftuck round with golden Cherubims and Sera-. 


»hims, indicates the charmaing little boysand girls, that will 

e the fruits of this happy reconciliation. The welcomes, . 
thrice repeated, are thofe of her family, now no more to 
be deemed implacable. ‘Yet are they a family too, that 
my foul cannot mingle with. 

But then what is my tumbling over and over, thro’ the. 
floor, into-a frightful hole (defcending as fhe afcends)? Ho ! 
only This ; it alludes to my difrelifh to matrimony : Which 
is a bottomlefs pit, a gulph, and Iknownot what. AndI 
{uppofe, had I not awoke (in fuch a plaguy fright) I had 
been foufed into fome river at the bottom of the hole, and . 
then been carried (mundified or purified from my patft ini- 
quities) by the fame bright form (waiting for me upon - 
the moffy banks) to my beloved girl ; and we fhould have 
gone on, -cherubiming of it, and carolling, to the end 
of the chapter. 

But what are the black fweepmg mantles and robes of 
my Lerd M.. thrown over my face, and what are thofe of 
the Ladies ? Oh, Jack! I have thefe too : They indicate no- 
thing in the world but that my Lord will be fo good as to 
die, and leave me‘ali he has. So, reft to thy good na- 
tured foul, honeft Lord M. | 

Lady Sarah Sadleir and Lady Betty Lawrance,. will 
alfo die, .and leave me fwindging foracise | a 

Mifs Charlotte and her fitter — what will become of : 
them ?—O! they will be in mourning of courfe for 
their uncle and aunts—~That’s right ! | 

As to Morden’s flafhing through the window, and cry-. 
ing, Die, Lovelace, and be damn'd, if thou wilt not re- 
pair my coufin’s wrongs! That is only, that he would: 
have fent me a challenge, had I not been difpofed to do. 
the lady juftice. | 

All f diflike is This part of thedream: For, even ina. 
dream, I would not be thought to be threatened into. any 
meafure, tho’ I liked it ever fo well. . 

And fo much for my prophetic dream. 7 

Dear charming creature! What a mecting will there be 


between her and her father and mother and uncles |! What 
tran{ports, 
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tranfports, what pleafure, will this happy, long-withed-'. 


for reconciliation give her dutiful heart ! And indeed, 
now, methinks, I am glad fhe is fo dutiful to them ; for her 
duty to parents is a conviction to me, that fhe will be as 
dutiful to her hufband : Since duty upon principle is an 
uniform thing. 7 : 


. Why pr’ythee, now, Jack, I have not been fo much 


to blame, as thou thinkelft : For had it not been for me, 
who have led her into fo much diftrefs, fhe could neither 
have received nor given the joy that will now overwhelm 
them all. So here rifes great and durable good out of 
temporary evil! | | 

I knew they loved her, (the pride and glory of their fa- 
mily) too well to hold out long ! | mn 

I with I could have feen Arabella’s letter. She has al- 
ways been fo much eclipfed by her fifter, that, I dare fay, 
fhe has fignified this reconciliation to her with intermingled 
phlegm and wormwood ; and her invitation moft cer- 
tainly runs all in the rock-water ftyle. 

I fhall long to fee the promifed letter too, when fhe is got 
thither, which I hope will give an account of the recep- 
tion fhe will meet with. | | : 

There is a folemnity, however, I think, in the ftyle of 
her letter, which pleafes and affects me-at the fame time: 
But as it is evident fhe loves me ftill, and hopes foon 
to fee me at her father’s ; fhe could not help being a little 
folemn, and half-afhamed, (dear blufhing pretty rogue !} 
to own her love, after my ufage of her. 

. And then her fubfcription : 77//auben, Iam, Cuarissa 
Hartowe: As much as to fay, after that, I thall be, 
if not your own fault, Crartssa Lovevace ! 


O my beft love |! My ever generous and adorable crea- _ 


ture! How much does this thy forgiving goodnefs exalt 
us both !—I, for the occafion given thee! ‘Thou for turn- 
_ing it fo glorioufly to thy advantage, and to the honour 

of both ! Oe | 
And if, my beloved creature, you will but connive at 
the imperfections of your adorer, and not play the «wife 
upon me: If, while the charms of Novelty have their 
force with me, I fhould happen to be drawn afide by the 
intricacies of intrigue, and of plots that my foul loves ta 
form, 
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form, and purfue ; and if thou wilt not be open-eyed to 
the follies of my youth, (a tranfitory ftate !) every excur- 
fion fhall ferve but the more to endear thee to me, tillin_ . 
time, and ina very little time too, I fhall get above fenfe ; 
and then, charmed by thy foul-attraGting converfe, and 
brought te defpife my former courfes, what I now, at 
diftance, confider as a painful duty, will be my joyful 
choice, and all my delight will centre in thee ! 


O—>0 


Mowsaray is juft arrived with thy letters. I there- 
fore clofe my agreeable fubje&, to attend to one, which J 
doubt will be very fhocking. I have engaged the rough 
varlet to bear me company in the morning to Berks ; 
where I fhall file off the ruft he has contracted in his at- 
tendance upon the peor fellow. 

He tells me, that between the dying Belton, and the 
preaching Belford, he fhan’t be his own man thefe three 


days. And fays, that thou addeft to the unhappy fellow’s 


weaknefs, inftead of giving him courage to help him to 
bear his deftiny. 

I am forry he takes the unavoidable lot fo heavily. 
But he has been long ill ; and ficknefs enervates the mind, 
as well as the body; as he himfelf very fignificantly ob- 
Served to thee. 


| LETTER IV. 
_ Mr. Loveracse, To Joun BeLrorp, £/7; 
Wedn. Evening. 
HAVE been reading thy fhocking letter.—Poor 
Belton ! what a multitude of lively hours have we 
paffed together! "T'was a fearlefs, chearful fellow !=— 
“Who'd ha’ thought all fhould end in fuch dejected whim- 
pering and terror? . 

But, why didft thou not comfort the poor man about 
the rencounter between him and that poltroon Metcalfe ? 
He acted in that affair like a man_ of true honour, and 
as I fhould have aéted in.the fame circumflances. Tell 
him I fay fo, and what happened, he could neither help 
nor forefee. : 

Some 
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Some people are as fenfible of a fcratch from a pin’s 
point, as others froma pufh of a-fword : And who can 
day any thing for the fenfibility of fuch fellows? Met- 
calfe would refent for his fifter, when his fifter refented 
not for herfelf. Had fhe demanded her brother’s pro- 
tection and refentment, that would have been enother 
man’s matter, as Lord M. phrafes it: But fhe herfelf 
thought her brother a coxcomb to bufy. himfelf, unde- 
fired, in her affairs, and wifhed for nothing but to be 
provided for decently, and privately, in her lying-in ; 
and was willing to take the chance of Maintenon-ing his 
confcience in her favour (a), and getting him to marry, 
when the little ftranger came; for fhe knew what an 
eafy, good-natured fellow he was. And, indeed, if fhe 
had prevailed upon him, it might have been happy for 
both ; as then he would not have fallen in with his curfed 
Thomafin, But truly this officious brother.of hers muft 
interpofe. This made a trifling affair important : And 
what was the ifftue ? Metcalfe challenged ; Belton met 
him ; difarmed Him ; gave him his life: But the fellow, 
more fenfible in his s4/2 than in his dead, having received 
a fcratch, he was frizhted ; it gave him firft a puke, then 
a fever, and then he died. That was all. And how 
could Belton help that ? — But ficknefs, a long tedious 
ficknefs, will make a bugbear of any thing to a lan- » 
guifhing heart, I fee that. And fo far was Mowbray 
apropos inthe verfes from Nat. Lee ; which thou hat tran- 
{cribed, . 

Merely to die, no man of reafon fears; is a miftake, fay 
thou, or fay thy author, what ye will. And thy folemn 
parading about the natural repugnance between life and 
death, is a proof that it is. 

Let me tell thee, Jack, that fomuch am I pleafed with 
this world, in the ‘main; tho’ in fome points too, the 
world, (to make a perfor of it,) has been a rafcal to me:; 
fo delighted am I with the joys of youth; with my world- 
ly pro{pects as to fortune ; and now, newly, with the 


(2) Madam Maintenon was reported to have prevailed upon Lewis 
XIV. of France, in hisoldage (funk, as he was, by ill fuccefs in the 
field,) to marry her, by way of compounding with his confcience fcr 
the freedoms of his paft life, to which fhe attributed bis public loffes. 

| , charmice 
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charming hapes given me by dear, thrice dear, and for- 
ever dear Mifs Hartowe ; that were I even fure that 
nothing bad would come hereafter, I fhould be very 
loth, (very much afraid if thou wilt have it fo) to lay 
down my life and them together ; and yet upona call of 
honour, no man fears death lefs than myfelf. 

But I have not either inclination or leifure to weigh thy 
leaden arguments, except 11 the pig, or, as thou wouldit 
fay, in the Jump. 

If I return thy letters, let-me have them again fome - 
time hence, that 1s to fay, when I am married, or when 
poor Belton is half-forgotten ; or when time has inrolled the 
honeft fellow among thofe whom we have /o dong loit, that 
we may remember them with more pleafure than pain ; and 
then I may give them a ferious perufal, and enter with 
thee as deeply as thou wilt into the fubject. ; 

When Lam married, {aid [?e~What a found has that! 

I muft wait with patience for a fight of this charming 
creature, till fhe is at her father’s : And yet, as the but 
bloffoming beauty, as thou telleft me, is reduced toa 
fhadow, I fhould have been. exceedingly delighted to fee 
her now, and every day till the happy one ; that I might 
have the pleafure of beholding how fweetly, hour by 
hour, fhe will rife to her priftine glories, by means of that 
ftate of eafe and contentment, which will take place of 
the ftormy pa/f, upon sher reconciliation with her friends, 
and our happy nuptials. 


LETTER V. 


Mr. Lovenace, To Joun Berrorp, £/9; 


E LL, but now my heart isa little at eafe, I will 
condefcend to take fome brief notice of fome 

other paffages in thy letters. 
I find, 1 am to thank thee, that the dear creature has 
avoided my vifit. Things are now in fo good a train, 


< 
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the fame time have to be thought, and which generally 
are thought, praife-worthy. 

Thus, in the airs thou affumeft about thy fervants, thou 
wouldft pafs for a mighty humane mortal, and that at 
the expence of Mowbray and me; whom thou repre- 
fenteft as kings and emperors to our menials. Yet art 
thou always unhappy ia thy attempts of this kind, and 
never canft make us, who know thee, believe That to be 
‘a virtue in thee, which is but the effect of conftitutio 
phlegm and abfurdity. 

Knoweit thou not, that fome men have a native dig- 
nity in theirmanner, that makes them more regarded by 
a look, than either thow canft be in thy low ftyle, or 
Mowbray in his high? 

I am fit to be a prince, I can tell thee ; for I reward 
‘well, and I punifh feafonably and properly; and Iam 
generally as well ferved as any man. 

The art of governing thefe under-bred varlets, lies 
‘more in the dignity of looks than in words, and thou art 
a forry fellow, to think humanity confifts in acting by 
thy fervants, as men muft act who are not able to pay 
them their wages ; or had made them mafters of fecrets, 
which if divulged, would lay them at the mercy of fuch 
wretches. is : 

Now to me, who never did any thing I was afhamed 
to own, and who have more ingenuity than ever man 
had; who can call a villaimy by its right name, tho’ 
practifed by myfelf, and (by my own readinefs to re- 
proach myfelf) anticipate all reproach from others ; who 
am not fuch ahypocrite, as to with the world to think 
me other or better than Tam: It is my part, to-/ook a 
fervant into his duty, if I can: Nor will I keep one, 
who knows not how to take me by anod, or a wink ; 
and who, when I {mile, fhall not be all tranfport ; when 
I frown, allterror. If, indeed, I am out of the way a 
little, I always take care to reward the varlets for bearing 
patiently my difpleafure. But this I hardly ever am, 
but when a fellow is egregioufly ftupid in any plain points 
of duty, or will be witer than his maiter ; and when he 
fhall tell me, that he thought acting contrary to my or- 
ders, was the way to ferve me beit. | 
oa One 


, 
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One time or other, I wil! enter the lifts with thee upon 
thy conduct and mine to fervants; and I will convince 
thee, that what thou wouldit have pafs for humanity, if 
-it be midifcriminately practifed to all tempers, will per- 
- petually fubject thee to the evils thou complaineft of ; and 
juftly too; and that be only is fit to be a mafter of fer- 
vants, who can command their attention as much by a 
. mod, as if he were to pr’ythee a fellow to do his duty, on 
“one hand, or to talk of laying, and horfewbipping, like 
Mowbray, on the other: For the fervant who being u/ed 
‘£0 expe? thy creeping ftyle, will always be mafter of his 
-anafter ; and he who deferves to be treated as the other, 
is not fit to be any. man’s fervant ; nor would I keep fuch 
a fellow to rub my horfe’s heels. 
I fhall be the readier to enter the lifts with thee upon 


this argument, becaufe I have prefumption enough to think, 


that we have not in any of our dramatic poets, that I can 
at prefent call to mind, one charatter ofa fervant of either 
fex, that is juftly hit off. So abfurdly wife jome, and fo 
fottifhly foolith orbers; and both fometimes in the /ame 

on. Foi/s drawn from the Ices or dregs of the people 


‘to fet off the characters of their mafters and miitreffes ; nay, 
.fometimes, which is ftill more abfurd, introduced with 


more wit than the poet has to beftow upon their principals. 
— Mere fiints aad freeli to ftrike fire with ——Or, to vary 
the metaphor, to ferve for whetitones to wit, which other- 
wife could not be made apparent :—-Or for engines to be 
made ufe of like the machinery of the ancient poets (or the 
fill more unnatural Soliloquy) to help on a forry plot, or 


. to bring about a neceffary eclairciflement, to fave the poet 


the trouble of thinking deeply fora better way to wind up 
his bottoms. 

Of this I am perfuaded, (whatever my praéfice be to 
my own fervants) that thou wilt be benefited by my theory, 
when we come to controvert the point. For then I fhall 
convince thee, that the dramatic as well as natural cha- 
racteriftics of a good fervant, ought to be fidelity, common 
fenfe, chearful obedience, and filent refpect: ‘That wit in 
his ftation, except to his companions, would be fawci- 


-nefs: That he should never prefume.to give his advice : 
That if he ventured:to expoftulate upon any unreafonable 


Vout. VII. Cc command, 


26 . Ike History of 


,command, or fuch a one as appeared to him to be fo, he 
-{hould do it with humility and refpect, and take a proper 
feaion for it. But fuch leffons do moft of the dramatic 
performances I have feen give, where fervants are intro- 
duced as characters effential to the play, or to act very fig- 
-nificant or long parts in it (which, of itlelf, I thinka 
fault); fuch leflons, I fay, do they give to the footmens 
. gallery, that I have not wondered we have fo few modeft 
or good men-fervants among thofe who often attend their 
mafiers or miftreffes to plays. ‘Then how miferably evi- 
dent muit that poet’s conicious want of. genius be, who 
can floop to raife or give force to a clap by the indiferi- 
. minative roar of the party-coloured gallery ! 

But this fubject I will fufpend to a better opportunity ; 
that is to fay, to the happy one, when my nuptials with 
my Clariffa will oblige me to increafe the number of my 
fervants, and of confequence to enter more nicely into 
their qualifications. | 
a ©. G0 

-Axrtruoucu I have the highcft opinion that man can 
have, of the generofity of my dear Mifs Harlowe, yet I 
-cannot for the heart of me account for this agreeable 
change in her temper, but one way. Faita and troth, 
Belford, I verily believe, laying all circumftances toge- 
ther, that the dear ereature unexpectedly finds herfelf in 
the way I have fo ardently withed her to be in; and that 
tls makes her, at laft, incline to favour me, that fhe may 
fet the better face upon her geitation, when at her father’s. 

If this be the cafe, all her falling away, and her fainting 
fits, are charmingly accounted for. Nor ts it furprifing, 
that fuch a {weet novice in thefe matters fhould not know 
to what to attribute her frequent indipofitions. If this 
thould be the cafe, how fhall I laugh at thee! and (when 
1 am fure of her) at the dear novice her/e/f, that all her 
sricvotts diftrefics fhall end ina man-child : which I fhall 
love better than all the Cherubims and Seraphims that may 
come after; thouzh there were to be as-many of thei as 
I beheld in my dream; in which a vait expanfe of ceiling 
was ituck as full of them as it could hold. | 

I fhall be afraid to open thy next, left it bring me the 
account of poor Belton’s death. Yet, as there are no 

| hopes 
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_ hopes of his recovery-—~But what fhould I fay, uonlefs the 
_ poor man were better fitted—But thy heavy fermon fhalt 
_ not affect me too much neither._ 


I inclofe thy papérs: And do thou tranfcribe them for 
me, or return them ; for, there are fome things in them, 
which, at a proper feafon, a mortal man fhould not avoid 
attending to: And thou feemieft to have entered deeply 


into the fhocking fubject-—~e-But here I will end, leit E - 


grow too ferious. © 


"Ty fervant called here about an hour ago, to know 
if I had any commands: I therefore hope that thou wilt 
have this early in the morning: _ And if thou canf let me 
hear from thee, do. I'll ftretch an hour or two in expec- 


. tation of it. Yet I muft be at Lord M.’s to-morrow niglit, 


a 


* not. 


if poffible, though ever {0 late. 

Thy fellow ‘tells me the poor man is much as he was 
when Mowbray left him. 

Wouldft thou think, that this varlet Mowbray is forry, 
that I am fo near being happy with Mifs Harlowe. And, 
egad, Jack, I know not what to fay to it, now the fruit 
feems to be within my reach. But, let what will come, 
Ill ftand-to’t: For J find I can’t live without her. 


LETTER VI. 
Mr, BELFORD, To RosertT Loverace, E/93 
| Wedn. Three o clack. 


1” ILL proceed where J left off in my laf. 


_ . As foon as I had feen Mowbray mounted, I went 
to attend upon poor Belton, whom I four in dreadful 
agonies, in which he awoke, as he generally does. 

The doctor came in prefently after; and I was cen- 
cerned at the fcene that paffed between them. 


, | Itopened with the dying man’s aking him, with melan- 
_ choly earneftnefs, If nothing, if nothing at all, could 
- be done for.him?_ 


The doétar thook his head, and told him, he doubted 


I cannot die, faid the poor man; I cannot think of dying. 
Iam very defirgus of living a little longer, if I could vs 
; . C2 e 


at 
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be free from thefe horrible pains in my ftomach and head. 
Can you give me nothing to make me pafs one week, 
but one week, intolerable eafe, that I may die like a man ? 
—If I mus? die! 
Bat, doctor, I am ye# a young man: in the prime of 
my year:—Youth is a good fubject for a phyfician to work 
upon : Can you do nothing, nothing at a// for me, doctor ? 
Alas, Sir, replied his phyfician, you have been long 
jn a bad way. I fear, I tear, nothing in phyfic can help 
ou. : 
He was then out of -all patience: What, then, is your 
art, Sir?e—I have been a paflive machine for a whole 
twelvemonth, to be wrought upon at the pleafure of you 
people of the faculty. I verily believe, had I not taken 
fuch dofes of nafty ituff, I had been now a well man 
But who the plague would regard Phyficians, whofe art‘is 
to cheat us with hopes, while they help to deftroy. us? 
And who, not one of you, know any thing but by guefs ? 
Sir, continucd he fiercely, (and with more ftrength of 
voice, and coherence, than he had fhewn for feveral hours 
before) if you give me over, I give yor over—-The only 
honeft and certain part of the art of healing is Surpery. A 
good Surgeon is worth a thoufand of you. I have been in 
Surgeon's hands often, and have always found reafon to 
depend upon their fkill: But yexzr art, Sir, what is it ?>— 


‘but to dawb, dawb, dawb; load, load, load; plaiter, 


plaifter, plaiter; till ye utterly deftroy the appetite firft, 
und the conttitution afterwards, which you are called-in 
to help. I had a companion oncce-My dear Belford, 
thou Cewed honeft Blomer—as pretty a phyfician he 
would have made, as any in England, had he kept him- 
dJelf from excefs in wine and women; and he always ufed 


to fay, there was nothing at all but pick-pocket parade in 


the Phyficians art ; and that the beft gueffer was the beft 
phyfician ; and I ufed to believe him too: And yet, fond 
of life, and fearful of death, what’ do we do, when we 
are taken ill, but call ye ix ? And what do ye do, when 
called in, but nurfe our diftempers, till from pigmies you 
make giants of them fe=And then ye come creeping with 


folemn faces, when ye are afhamed to prefcribe, or when 


the ftomach won’t bear its natural food, by reafon of your 
| a | poifonous 
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peifonous potions, Alas! Lam afraid phyfic can do no mare 
for him !—Nor need it, when it has brought to the brink 
of the grave, the poor wretch who placed all his reliance 
in your curfed flops, and the flattering hopes you gave him. | 

The do&er was out of countenance ; but faid, If we 
could make mortal men immortal, and woald not, all this 
might be juit. : 5 

I blamed the poor man; yet excufed him to the phy- 
fician. To die, dear doctor, when, Jike my poor friend, 
we are fo defirous of life, is a melancholy thing. We are 
apt to hope too much, not confidering that the feeds of 
death are fown in us when we begin to live, and grow up, 
till, like rampant weeds, they choak the tender tlower of 
life; which declines in us, as thofe weeds flourih, We 
ought therefore to begin early to ftudy what our coniti- 
tutions will bear, in order to root out, by temperance, the. 
weeds which the foil is moft apt to produce; or, at leatt; 
to keep them down as they rife ; and not, when the flower 
or plant is withered at the root, and the weed in its full: 
vigour, expect that the medical art will reftore the one, or 
deftroy the other; when that other, as I hinted, has been. 
rooting itfelf ig the habit from the time of our birth. © 

This. {peech, Bob, thou wilt call a easel 3 ora 
Wits Bear ;but the allegory is juft ; and thou haft - 
not quite cured me of the Metaphorical, 

Very true, {aid the doctor, you have brought a good. 
metaphor to illuftrate the thing. Iam forry I can dono- 
thing for the gentleman; and can only recommend pa- 
tience, and a better frame of mind. . . 

Well, Sir, faid the poor angry man, vexed at the doétor, 
but more at death ; you will perhaps recommend the next 
in f{ucceffion to the phyfician, when 4e can do no more ; 
and, I fuppofe, will fend your brother to pray by me for 
thofe virtues which you wifh me. . 

It feems the phyfician’s brother is a clergyman in the 
neighbourhood. - 

I was greatly concerned to fee the gentleman thus 
treated ; and fo I told poor Belton when he was gone: 
But he continued impatient, and would not be denied, he 
faid, the liberty of talking to a man, who had taken fo 
Many guineas of him for doing nothing, or worfe than 

Cc nothing, 
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nothing, and never declined one, though he knew all the 
timc he could do hii no good. 

It feems, the gentleman, though rich, is noted for being 
grecdy after fees; and poor Bclion went on, raving at the 
extravagant fees of Englifh piyficians, compared with 
thofe ot the moit eminent foreign ones. But, poor man § ° 
he, lise the Turks, who judge of a general by his fuc- 
cels, (out cf patience to think he muft die) would have 
worinipped the doctor, and not gradged three times the 
-tum, could he have given him hopes of recovery. 

But neverthelefs, [ muft needs fay, that gentlemen of 
the faculty thould be more moderate in their fees, or take 
more pains to deferve them : for, generally, they only come 
into a room, feel the fick man’s pulfe, afk the nurfe a few 
queftions, infpeét the patient’s tongue, and perhaps his 
water; then fit down, look plaguy wife; and avrite. The 
golden fec finds the ready hand, and they hurry away, as 
¢ the fick man’s room were infectious. Se-to the next 
thev trol), and to the next, if men of great practice ; va- : 
laing themfelves upon the number of vifits they make in | 
a mourning, and the little time they make them in. They 
go to dinner, and unload their pockets ; and-fally out 
-agnin. to refill them. . And. thus, in a little ‘ame, ‘they _ 
raife vaft eftates ;. for, as Ratcliffe faid, when firft told of 
a great lofs which befel him, It was only going up and © 
down a hundred ‘pair of ftairs to fetch it up. 

- Mrs. Sambre (Belton’s fifter) had feveral. times-pro- . 
pofcd. to him @ miniftet to: pray. by him ; but the peor 
man could not, he faid, ear. the thoughts of one; for 
thac he fliould certainly die in an hour or. two after: And — 
_he was willing to hope ftill; ageinft all probability, . that 
- he might recover ; and was often afking his fifter, if the 
had not feen people as bad as he was, who, almok to a_ 
miracle, when every body: gave them over; bad got up _ 
again ? ee eee ee Ce ee 

She, fhaking her head, told him, fhe bad: But, ‘once - 
faying, that ¢beir diforders were of:an,acate kind, and 
fuch as had a crifis:in them, ‘he called her /me//-bopes, and 
: Fob's comforter 3 and bid her fay setbingy if the could not 
-4y more to the purpofe, and what was fitter for a fick man 
to hear. And yet, poor fellow! he has na hopes himfelf, 
as is plain by:-his defponding terrers ; one of which he fell 

. ; into, 
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into, and-a:very dreadful onc, foon after-the doStor went. - 
— Wednefday, 9 o'clock atnight.: 

:-“E'ug-poor man has been in convulfions, terrible con- 
yulfions ! far an hour pat, Q Lord | Lovelace, deaths 
a hocking thing! By my. faith, it is !—~I-with thou wert 


_ prefent on this’ occafton. '- It isnot merely the concern a 


man -has for bis friend; but, as death is the common lot, 
we dee, in bis agonies, how it will be one day with our- 
felves. J am all over as if cold water. were poured down 
my back, or as if I had a ftrong ague fit upon me. I was 
obliged to come away. And I write, hardly knowing 
what. —I with thou wert here. | ao ere 
| fe fee Os hte 
Tuoucn J left him, becauie I could ftay ‘no longer, 
I can’t be eafy by myfelf, but muft go to him again.-' 
; . | _ Eleven o’chack, : +: 
Poor Belton!—-Drawing on apace! Yet was he fenfible 
when I went in: Too fenfible, peor man! He'‘has fonie- 
thing upon his mind to reveal, he tells me, that -is-the 
wortt action of his’ life’; worfe thantever'you or I knew 
‘of him; he faysysdit'muf be them very bad! stir > 
- He ordered evety ‘body ‘oat ;' but was feized with an- 
‘other -eonvalfion-fit, before he could revedtit : “And in it 


‘ihe Hes ftrugeling between life and death. But I’li go in 
sagam. : - tb eae 


2 °° One o'clock in the morning. 
( SAL now muft foon be over with him : Poor ! poor fel- 
‘low! He‘has:given' me fome hints of what he wanied to - 
‘fay ; bat‘all incoherent; interrupted by dying hiccoughs 
and combalfionsy: wave | 
i: «Bag enough it:matt be, heaven knows ! by what I can 
. gather.” Alas! Lovelace, I fear, I fear, he came zoo 
¢ feow into his uncle’s eftate. | a ee ee 
_ If a man were to live always, he might have fome 
temptation to do bafe things, in order to procure to him-— 
“felf, as it would:then ‘be, everdaffing cafe, plenty or 
affluence: But, ‘for the fake of ten, twenty, thirty years 
of poor life, to be a villains—can that be worth while? 
with a confcience ftinging : him -all-the time.teo! -And 
when he comes to wind up all, fach agonizing reflections 
upon his paft guilt! All then ‘appearing as nothing ! 
What he moft valued, moft difguftful !-and not one ne o 
a : 1g! 
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think of, as the poor fellow fays twenty and twenty times 
over, but wisatus attended with anguifh and reproach ! 

Yo hear the poar man with he had never been born ! 
To hear i.im pray to be nothing after death ! Good God 
how fhocking ! 

By lus incoverent hints, Tam afraid ’tis very bad with 
iim. No pardon, no mercy, he repeats, can hie for him! 

T hope f{ fhall make a proper ufe of this leffon. Laugh 
at me if trou wilt, but never, never more, will I take 
the liberties [have takcu; but whenever I am tempted, 


will think of Gelon’s dying agonies, and what my own, 


may be. 
Thurfaay, three in the morning, 
Hc is now at the lat gafp—Raitles in the throat: Has 
anew convulfion cvery minute almoit: What horror is 
hein! His eves look lke breath-ftxined glafs! They roll 
gicitly no more; are quite fet: His face diftorted, and 


drawn out, by his finking jaws, and erected flaring eyes - 
brows, with his lengthened furrowed forehead, to double. 


its ufual lengch, as it feems, Itis not, it cannot be, the 
face of Beiton, thy Belton, and my Belton, whom we 
have beheld with io much delight over the focial bottle, 
comparing notes, that one day may be ia againtt 
us, and make us groan, as they very lately did bimoume 
that is to fay, while he had ftrength to groan; for now 
his voice is not to be heard; all inward, loft; not fo 
much as freaking by hiscyes: Yet, flrange! how’ can it 
be? the bed rocking under him like a cradle! ; 
: Four o'clock. : 

Alas! he’s gone! That groan, that dreadful groan, 

Mas the lafi farcwel of the parting mind! 

The jiruegling foul has bid a long adieu 

Jo its late manfion—Fled!—~Ah! whither fled? 

Now is all indeed over !==Poor, poor Belton! By this 
time thou knoweit if thy crimes were above the fize of 
God’s mercies ! Now are every one’s cares and attendance 
atan end! Now do we, thy friends, poor Belton! know 
the wortt of thee, as to this life! Thou art releafed from 
infufferable tortures, both of body and mind! May thofe 
tortures, and thy rerentance, expiate for thy offences, and 
may{t thou be happy to all eternity ! 

We areiold, that Gad defires not the death, the /p:-7- 
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- tual death, of a finner: And.’tis certain, that thon didit 


deeply repent! I hope therefore, as thou wert not cut off 
in the midft of thy fins by the fword of injured friend- 
fhip, which more than once thou hadft braved, (the dread- 
fullcit of all deaths, next to Suicide, becaufe it gives no 
opportunity for repentance) that this is a merciful earneft 
that-thy penitence is accepted; and that thy long illnefs, 
and dreadful agonies in the laft flages of it, will be thy 


: my punifhment. . 


with indeed, I heartily with, we could have feen one 
ray of comfort darting in upon his benighted mind, bee 
fore he departed. But all, alas! to the very laft gafp, 
was horror and confufion. And my only fear arifes from 
this, That, till within the four laft days of his life, he could 
not be brought to think he fhould die, though in a vifible 
decline for mouths; and, in that prefumption, was tco 
little inclined to fet about a ferious preparation for a jour- 
ney, which he hoped he fhould not be obliged to take ; 
and when he began to apprehend that he could not put it 
off, his impatience, and terror, and apprehenfion, fhewed 
too little of that reliance and refignation, which afford the 
moit comfortable reflections to the friends of the dying, 
as well as to the dyieg themfelves. | 
But we muft leave poor Belton to that mercy, which 


” we have all fo much need of ; and, for my own part, (do 


you, Lovelace, and the reft of the fraternity, as ye will) 
I am refolved, I will endeavour to begin to repent of my 
follies, while my health ts found, my intellects untouched, 
and while it is in my power to make fome atonement, as 
near to reftitution as is poffible, to thofe I have wronged 
or mifled. And do ye oxztqwardly, and from a point of 
Jalfe bravery, make as light as ye will of my refolution, 
as ye are none of ye of the clafs of abandoned and flupid 
fots who endeavour to difbelieve the future exiftence 
which ye-are afraid of, I am fure you will juitify me, in 
your dearts, if not by your prafices ; and one day you 
will with you had joined with me in the’ fame refolution, 
and will confefs there is more good fenfe in it, than now 
perhaps:yoa willown. 
- Seven o° clock, Thurfday morning. 

You are very earneft, by your laft letter (juft given me) 


to hear again from me, before you fetout for Berks. I 
: a se | will 
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will therefore clofe with a few words upon the oz/y fubject. 
in your letter, which I can at prefent touch upon, and this 
is the letter you give me a copy of from the lady. 

Want of reit,. andthe fad i icone I have before t my eyes, 
have rendered me altogether incapable of accounting for 
tim any fhape. .You are in eclanes upon jt. You have 
reafon to be fo, if it be:as you think. Nor would I rob 
you of your joy : But I muft fay, that I am amazed at it... 

Surely Lovelace this furprizing letter cannot be a for- 
gery of thy own, in ordertocarry on fome view, and to 
impofe upon me. Yet by the ftyle of it, .it.cannot ; tho’. 
thou art a perfect Proteus too. 

.E will not, however, add another word, after I have de- 
fired the return of this, and have told you, thatIam, .. 

tau true Friend and Well-cnifher, 
J. Betrorp. 


LE T TER VIL. 
” Mr. Lovenace, To Joun BeLForD, Ef 
Aug. 24, Thyrfday mors. 

"Received ‘iy letter in fuch good ume, by thy fellow’s 

difpatch, that it gives me an opportunity of throwing 
in @ few paragraphs upon it. I:read a paffage or two of 
it to Mowbray ;- and we both agree, that:thou art an ab- 
folute mafter of the Lamentable. 
~ Poor Belton! what terrible conflicts were thy latt con- 
flitts !=-I hope, however, that he is happy : And I have 
the more hepe, becaufe the hardnefs of his death is 
‘hkely to be fuch a warning to. see. If it have the effect. 
thou declareft it fhall have, what a. world of mifchief 
owill it prevent ! How much good wilh it do ! How man 
poor wretches will rejoice at the occafion, (if they know it) 
howcver melancholy -in-itfelf, which thall bring them in. a, 
eompenfation for imjuties they had been forced to fit down, 
eontented with ?.But, Jack, tho’ thy uncle’s death has made 
thee a rich fellow, -art:thou fure; that the making good of 
fuch a vow, will not totally. bankrupt thee ?-. 

Fhou fayeft I may..laugh. at thee, if I will. Not lL, 
Jack:: Ido not. ‘take it to be a laughing fubjeét: And I 
an heartily concerned at the lofs we all have in poor 
Belton : And when I get a little fettled, and have leifure 
to meta the. ere Of all fublunary things, : (a fub. 

ject 
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ject that wilt now-and-then, in my gayefthours, obtrude 
itfelf upon me) ‘it is very likely, that I may talk ferioufly 
with thee upon thefe topics ;- and, "if thou. haft not got 
too mech the ftart’of me in the repentance thou art cn- 
tering upon, wilk go hamd-in-hand:with thee init. If 


‘thou haft, thou wilt let me-jaft keep thee in my eye; for 


it is an ap-hilf work, and [:fhall fee’thee, at fetting out; at 
a ‘great’ diftance ; but as thou ‘art’ a‘much heavier and 
clumfier fellow than myfelf, I hope that without much 
puffing and fweating, only keeping on a good round dog- 
trot, I thall-be able to overtake thee. 

- Mean time take back thy letter, as thou defiret ; I 
Would not have it in my pocket epor any account: at BS 
fent ; nor read it once more. 

I am going down -withont feeing my Beloved. I was 
hafty fool to write her a letter, promifing that I would 
not come near her, till I faw’ ‘her at her father’s. For as 
fhe is now actually at Smith’s, and I fo near her, one . 
fhort vifit could have done no harm. | 

‘I fent Will. two hours ago with my srateful compli- 
ments, and to know how fhe does. -. How muft I adore 
this charming creature ! For Iam ready to think my {er- 
vant a ned red fellow than myfelf, for having been with- 
in a pair of ftairs and an apartment of her ! 

Mowbray and I will drop a tear apiece, as we ride 
along, to the memory of poor Belton :— As we ride along, 
I fay : For we fhall have fo much joy, when we arrive 
at Lord M’s, and when I communicate to him and my 
coufins the dear creature’s letter, that we fhall forget 
every thing grievous: Since now their family-hopes in 
my reformation (the point which lies fo near their hearts) 
will all revive; it being an article of their faith, that if I 
marry, repentance and mortification will follow of courfe. 

Neither Mowbray nor I fhall accept of thy verbal 
‘imvitation to-the funeral. We lixe not thefe difmal for- 
malities. -And as to the refpect that is fuppofed to be 
fhewn to the memory of a deceafed friend in fuch an at- 
tendance, why fhould we do any thing to refleQ upon 
thofe who have made it a fafhion to leave this parade to. 
people whom they bire for that purpefe? 

Adieu, and be chearful. Thou canft now dono more for 
poor Belton » Wertthowto _— fe him to the end of pal ees 7 


- 
. 
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LETTER VUL 
Mr, Betrorp, Te Ropert Lovezace, E£/y; 


Sat. Mug. 26. 
O N Tharfday.afternoon I affifted at the opening of 


poor Belton’s will, in which he has left me his fole - 


Executor, and bequeathed me a legacy of -100 guineas ¢ 


which IJ thail prefent to his unfortunate fifter, to whom he . 


has not been io kind as I think he ought to have been. He 

has alfo left 20 /, apiece to Mowbray, Tourville, thyfelf, 

and me, for aring to be worn in remembrance of him. 
“After I had given fome particular orders about the pre- 


es to be made for his funeral, 1 went to town ;°: 


ut having made it late before I got in on Thurfday 
night, and being fatigued for want of reft feveral nights 


before, and low in my fpirits, [I could not help it, Love-~ 
Jace!] I contented myfelf to fend my compliments to the | 


innocent fufsercr, to inquire after her health. 

Niy fervant faw Mrs. Smith, who told him, fhe was 
very glad I was come to town ; for that the lady was worfe 
than fhe had yct been. 

It is impothble to account for the contents of her letter 
to you; or, to reconcile thofe contents to the facts I have 
to communicate. 


I was at Smith’s by feven yefterday (Friday) morning ; _ 


and found that the lady was jaft gone in a chair ta 
St. Dunfian’s to prayers; fhe was too ul to get out by fix to 
Covent Garden church ; and was forced to be fupported 
to her chair by Mrs. Lovick, ‘They would have periuaded 
her avainft going ; but fhe faid the knew not but it would be 
her lait opportunity. Mrs. Lovick, dreading that fhe would 
be taken worie at church, walked thither bcfore her. 

Jirs. Smith told me, fhe was fo il] on Wednefday night, 
’ that fne had defired to receive the Sacrament ; and ac- 
cordingly it was adminifired to her, by the parfon of the 
pariin: Whom fhe befought to take all opportunities of 
af{ifting her in her folemn Preparation. 

This the gentleman promifed : And called in the morn- 
ing to enquire after her health ; and was admitted at the 
frit word. He ftaid with her about half an hour ;. and 
wien ke came down, with his face turned afide, anda 


nn 


iulicring accent, * ivirs. Smith, faid he, you have an 


* angel . 
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“ angel in your howfe. — I will attend her again in the 
“evening, as fhe defires, and as often as I think it will 
a be agreeable to her.’ . te mee 258 te 
Her increafed weaknefs fhe attributed to the fatigues’ 
fhe had undergone. by your means ;. and to. a letter fhe 
received from dner fitter; which fhe andwered the fame: 


‘Mrs. Smith told me,. that two. different pesfons had 


called there, one on Thurfday morning, one m the even-. 


ing, to inquire after her ftate of health; and feemed as if 
commiffioned from her relations for that purpofe ;. but 
afked net to fee her, only were very mquifitive after her 
vafitors, (particularly, it feems, after ae : What could they 
mean by that ?) after her way of life, and expences ; and . 
one of shem inquired after her manner of fupporting them ; 
to the latter of which, Mrs. Smith faid, fhe had anfwered, 
as the truth was, that fhe had been obliged to fell fome of 
her cloaths, and was actually about parting with more ; . 


_at which the-inquirift (a grave old farmer-looking man ) 


held up his hands, and faid, Good God ! —-this will be. 
fad, fad news to fomebody! I believe I muft not men- 
tion it. But Mrs. Smith fays, fhe defired he would, let 
him come from whom he would. He.fheok his head, 
and faid, if fhe died, the flower of the world would be 
gone, and the family the belonged to, would be no more 
than a common family (2). I.was pleafed with the man’s 
expreffion. | 
You may be curious te know how fhe paffed her time, 
when fhe was qbliged to leave her lodging to avoid you. — 
Mrs. Smith tells me, £ That fhe was very ill, when 
‘ fhe went out on Monday morning, and fighed as if her 
‘ heart would break as fhe came down ftairs, and as fhe | 
‘ went through the fhop into the coach, her nurfe with 
* her, as you had informed me before: ‘That fhe order- 
€ ed the coachman (whom fhe hired for the day) to drive 
‘-any-whither, fo it was into the air: He accordingly 
* drove her to Hamftead, and thence to Highgate. There 
‘ fhe alighted at the Bowling-green Houfe, extremely ill, 
‘-and having breakfafted, ordered the coachman to drive 
* very flowly, any-where. He crept along to oo 
; : ; o. >, 6 i bs 


(2) This man came from her coufin Morden 3 as will be feen here- 
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‘ hill, and put up ‘at a public houfe there ; where fhe 
‘ employed herfelf two hours in writing, tho’ exceedingly 
‘ weak and low ; till the dinner fhe had ordered was brought: 
‘ in: She endeavoured to eat ; but could not ; her appe- 
“ tite was gone, quite gone, fire faid. And-then the wrote 
* on for three hours more : After which, being heavy, the 
“ dozeda little in an eibow-chair. When fhe awoke, fhe or-; 
¢ dered the coachman to drive her very flowly to town, to _ 
* the honfe of a friend of Mrs. Lovick, whom, .as agreed . 
‘upon, fhe met there: But, being excremely ill, fhe would 
© venture home ata late hour, altho’ fhe heard from the. 
‘ widow, that-you had been there, and had reafon tobe. 
* fhocked at your behaviour. She faid, She found tnere: 
* was no avoiding you : She was apprehenfive fhe: 
© fhould not live many hours, and it was not impoffible 
© but the fhock the fight of you muft give her, would 
« determine her fate in your prefence. Ss 

‘ She accordingly went home. She heard the relation 
“ of your aftonifhing vagaries, with hands and eyes often 
lifted up ; and with the words, Shocking creature ! In- 
corrigible wretch ! and, Will nothing make him fe- 
rious! intermingled. And not being able to bear an 
interview with a mdm fo hardened, fhe took to her 
ufval chair early in the morning, and was carricd to the 
‘ Temple-ftairs, whither fhe had orderéd her nurfe before 
‘ her, to get a pair of oars in readinefs (for her fatigues 
* the day before, made her unable to bear a coach) ; and 
* then ft:e was rowed to Chelfea, where fhe breakfafted ; 
‘ and after rowing about, put in at the Swan at Brent-. 
* ford- Aight, where fhe dined 5 and would have written, 
« but had no conveniency either of tolerable pens, or ink,- 
“or private room ; and then proceeding to Richmond, 
* they rowed her back to Mortlack ; where fhe put in, - 
* and drank tea at a houfe her waterman recommended to- 
* her. She wrote there for an hour ; and returned to the 
‘ Temple ; and, when fhe landed, made one of the water- 
* men get her a:chair, ‘and fo was carried to the widow’s - 
* friend, as the night before; where fhe again met the 
¢- widow, who informed her, that you had been after her 
* twice that day. on 1 | 

‘ Mrs. Lovick gave here there her fifter's letter (a) aah 

6 


{4) See Letter XL. 
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© fhe was efo-much,: affected with the contents of-it, chat 


“the was twice very near fainting away 3 and. wept bit- 
‘ * terly, as Mrs. Levick: told Mrs. Smith; dropping fome | 
“ warmer expreflions than ever they. had heard proceed. 
© from her lips, in relation to her friends 5 - calling them 
<_crael, -and. complaining of ill offices, done her, and of 
* yile reports raifed againft her. 
-€ While the.was thus. difturbed, Mrs. Smith came to 
her, and told her, that you had been therea third time, 
and was juft gone, (at half an hour after nine) having 
lefe word, how civil and refpe&tfyl you would be ; but. 
t you was determined to fee her at all events. 
‘She faid, It was hatd fhe could not be permitted to 
‘ die i An -peace : That her lot was a fevere.one : That fhe 
‘. hegan to be afraid the fhould not forbear repining, and to 
‘ think her punifhment greater than her fi ault ; but re- 
« calling herfelf immediately, fhe comforted herfelf that her 
‘ life would be fhort, and with the affurance. of a better.” 
_ By what [have mentioned, You will conclude with me, 
that the letter brought her by Mrs. Lovick (the fuperfcrip- 
tion .of which you. faw to be written in her fifter’s hand), 
could not be the letter on the contents of which the grounded 
that. fhe wrote to you, on her return home.. And yet 
neither Mrs. Lovick, nor Mrs. Smith, nor the fervant of 
the latter, know.. of any other brought her. But as the 
wamen aflured me, that fhe actually did write to you, I 
was eafed of a fufpicion which J had begun to entertain, 
that you (for fome purpofe I could not guefsat) had forged 
the letter from her of which youfent me acopy. 
. On Wednefday. morning, when fhe received your letter 


pe a a 


in anfwer to hess, fhe faid, Neceflity may well be called. 


the mother of Invention — But Calamity is the teft of In- 
tegrity.. I hope I have not taken an inexcufable fte 
and there fhe ftopt.a minute. or two, and then faid, I ta 
now, perhaps, be allowed to dic in peace, 
I hid till fhe came in. She. was glad to fee me ; “but, 
being very weak, faid, fhe muft fit aca before the ‘could 
up. ftairs ; and fo went into the back-fhop; oust 
Firs. “‘Eovick.: And when.fhe had fat down, ‘ Dial te 
‘ {ee you, Mr. Belford, faid ae I ane fy fone mif 
a fay what. they will i 


+. 
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I wondered at this expreffion (a) ; but would not inter- 
rupt her. . | 

Oh! Sir, faid the, I have been grievoufly haraffed. Your 
friend, who would not let me live with reputation, will not- 
permit me to die in peace.—You fee how I am—Is there 
not a great alteration in me within this week ?=-But ’tis all 
for the better.—Yet were I to with for life, I muft fay, that 
your friend, your barbarous friend, has burt me greatly. 

‘Skie-was fo very weak, fo fhort-breath’d, and her words 
and action fo very moving, that I was forced to walk from 
her ; the two women and her nurfe, turning away their 
faces alfo, weeping. | 

I have had, Madam, faid I, fince I faw you, a moft 
fhocking {cene before my eyes for days together. My poor 
friend Belton is no more. He quiited the world yefterday 
morning in fuch dreadful agonies, that the impreffion ‘it has 
left upon me, has /o weakened my mind—lI was loth to 
have her think, that my grief was owing to the weak ftate I 
faw her in, for fear of difpiriting her. 

That is only, Mr. Belford, interrupted fhe, in order to 
frrengthen it, if'a Beet ufe be made of the impreffion.— 
But I fhould be glad, fince you are fo humanely affected 
with the folemn circumftance, that you could have written 
an account of it in the ftyle and manner you are mafter of, 
to your gay friend. Who knows, as it would have come 
from an affociate and of an aflociate, how it might have af- 
fected him ? . . 

That I ad done, I told her, in fuch a manner as had, 
I believed, fome effect upon you. Z 

His behaviour in this honeft family fo lately, faid fhe, 
and his cruel purfuit of me, give but litle hopes, that any 
thing ferious or folemn will affe&t him. ; 

We had fome talk about Belton’s dying behaviour, and I 
gave her feveral particulars of the poor man’s impatience 
and defpair ;_ to which fhe was very attentive ; and made 
fine obfervations upon the fubjeét of procraftination. . 

A letter. and -pacquet were brought her by a man on 
horfe-back from Mifs Howe, while we were talking. 
She retired up-ftairs to read it; and while I was in a 

courfe 


_{a) Explained hereafter, 


os. ve ae -_—_ — J 
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courfe with Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Lovick,: the doGar 
and apothecary both came in together. They confirméd 
to me my fears, as to the dangerous way fhe isin. They 
had both been apprized of the new inftances of impk- 
cablenefs in her friends, and-of your perfecutions : And the, 
doétor faid, He would not for the world be either the unfor- 
giving father of that lady, or the man who had brought 
her to this diftrefs. Her heart’s broke; fhe’ll die, faid he : 
There is no faving her. But how, were I either the one or 
the other of the people I have named, I fhould fuppore 
myfelf afterwards, I cannot tell. . 

When fhe was told we were all three together, fhe de. . 
fired us to walk up. She arofe to receive us, and after 
anfwering two or three general queftians relating to hen 
health, fhe addreffed herfelf to us, to the following effeG. . 

As I may not, faid fhe, fee you three gentlemen toge- 
ther again, let me take this opportunity to acknowlege 
my obligations to you all. Iam idexpreffibly obliged to 
You, Sir, and to You, Sir (courtefying to the do¢tor and 
to Mr. Goddard) for your more than friendly, your poy 
ternad care and concern for me. Humanity in your pros — 
feffion, I dare fay, is far from being a rare qualificatiqn, 
becaufe you are gentlemen Zy your profeffion : But fo | 
much kindnefs, fo much humanity, did never defolate crea- 
ture meet with, as I have met with from you both. Bug - 
indeed L have always obferved, that where.a perfon relies 
upon Providence, it never fails to raife up a new friend fog . 
every old one that falls off. Ces Py 

This gentleman, (bowing to me). who, fome peaplg 
think, fhould have been one. of the laft. I should have ~ 
thought of as my Executor—is neverthelefs, (fuch is the . 
ftrange chance of things !) the only one I can choofe; and 

therefore I-have chofen him for that charitable office, and 
he has been fo good as to accept of it: For rich, as I 
may boaft myfelf to be, I am rather fo in right, than in 
fa, at this prefent. I repeatthereforg.my humble thanks — 
to-you all three, and beg of God to retyrn to You and 
Yours, (looking to each) an hundredfold, the kindaefs and 
favour you have fhewn me 3 and that it may. be in the 
power of You and of Yours to the end of time, secre . 
| enefita 
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benefits, xather than to be obliged to receive them. ‘This 
isa god-like power, gentlemen : I once rejoiced in it, im 
fome little degree ; and much more in the profpe& L-had 
of its being inlarged to me ; tho’ I have-had the morteft- 
cation to experience the reverfe, and to be obliged almoft 
to every body I have feen or met with: But all, origi- 
nally, thro’ my own fault ; fo I ought to bear the punifh- 
ment without repining: And I. hope I-do.—F ake thefe 
impertinencies : A grateful heart, that wants 
it withes for, to exprefs itfelf fuitably to its own impulfes, 
will be at a lofs what properly todictate to the tongue ; and 
yet, unable to reftrain its overflowings, will force it to fay 
weak and filly things, rather than appear ingratefally filent. 
Once more then, IJ thank ye all three for your kindnefs to 
me: And God Almighty make you that-amends whick 
at prefent I cannot ! © ann aa 
’. She retired from us to her clofet with her eyes full; and 
left us looking upon one another, _ ae 
We had hardly recovered ourfelves, when.fhe, quite 
eafy, chearful, and finiling, returned to us. -Doétor, faid 
fhe (feeing we had been moved) you will excufe me for 
the concern I give you; -and fo will You, Mr. Goddard, 
and You, Mr. Belford ; for ’tis a concern that only gends 
yous natures can fhew 3 and to fuch naturés:/weer is the 
pain, if I may fo fay, that attends fuchaeoncern: But 
a3 I have fome few: preparations full to make, and-would 
‘not. (tho’ in eafe..of Mr. Belford’s future cares, ‘ whichis, 
cand. ought to be, part of-:my ftudy} undertake more than 
-jt ds likely I fhall have timé lent me to-perform, { would 
beg of youte give me your opinions, (You fea my way of 
living ;. and .you- may be-aflured, that I will do nothing 
-wilfally to fhorten my life) how long it may poffibly be, 
before: F-may. hope to be releafed from all my troubles. 
. They both hefitated, and: looked upon each other. 
Don’t. be afraid to anfwer‘me, aid fhe, each fweet harid 
preffling upon the. arm of each gentleman, -with that 
mingled freedom and referve, which virgin :modefty, 
mixed with confcious dignity, can only exprefs, and with 
:@ look ferenely earneft, Tell me how long you think I 
may hold it? And -believe me, gentlemen, the shorter 
- you 
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you tell me my time is likely to be, the more comfort you 


we : 
With what plealing woe, faid the doétor, do you fill 
the minds. of thofe who have the happinefs to converfe 
with: you,. and fee.the happy frame you are in! What 
you chave undergone within a few days paft, has much 
hart you: And fhoald yow have frefh troables of thofe. 
kids, I. could not be anfwerable for your holding ita 
And there he paufed. «- . ee eee, Gee ©. eee 
-. How. long, dottor ?—~I believe I B2// havea little more 
raffling-~I ‘am afraid I fhall—Buat there can ‘happen only 
one ‘thing that I fhall not:be tolerably eafy unaer—How 
long then, Sir?—< eee ee a ak ee 
te was filent..° * | 
A Formight; Sir? | 
- He was fhil filent. “4 Pee a 
': Ten days =A: week ?—How long, Sir? with fmiling 


- earnefinefs. 


Hf T-muft fpeak, Madam; ‘If you have not betier treat- 
ment than you have lately met. with, I am afraid—-There - 


again he: ppt. * . Be WO eee . ‘ 
a Afraid of what, doGor? Don’t be afraid—How Iotig, - 


That a fortnight or three weeks may deprive thé world — 
of the fmeft fowérinit: =~ Sees ieee 
' A. fortnight or three weeks yet, doctor!—But; God's | 
willbe done! I fhall, however, by this means, have full 
time, if I have but-ftrength and-meellect,: to-do all that is 
“‘now-upon my -ntind to-do. And fo, Sirs, I can but ence 
‘more thank you; turning to.each of us, for all your good- 
nefs to me ‘and, having letters to-write, ‘will take up no - 
more of your time+--Only, doétor, be pleafed to order me 
fome more of thofe drops': They’ chear me a little, when ° 
T am low; and,. patting a‘ fee into: his unwilling hand== 
‘You know-the terms, Sir !e~Then, ‘turningto Mr. God-. 
‘dard, You'll be fo ‘good, Sir, axto look in-wpon me td: 
night, ar to-morrow; as yow have opportinity: Ard you, 
-Mr.:Belford, I know, will be defirous'to fet out ‘to prepare 
‘for the laft office for your late ftiend': So I wifh you a 
good. journey, and hope to fee you when that is poe ‘ 
is oe € 
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She then retired, with a chearful and ferene air. The 
two gentlemen went away together. I went down to the 
women, and, inquiring, found, that Mrs. Lovick was 
this day to-bring her twenty guineas more, for fome other . 
of her apparel. - | | 

The widow told me, that fhe had taken the liberty to 
expoftulate with her, upon the occafox fhe had for raifing 
this money, to fuch great difadvantage ; and if produced 
the following fhort, ‘and affe&ting converfation between. 
them. oh . | 
None of my friends will wear any thing of mine, faid | 
fhe. I fhall leave a great many good things behind me-- - 
And as to what I want the money formdon’t be fur-_ 
prized :=but fuppofe I want it to purchafe a houfe? 

You are all myftery, Madam, I don’t comprehend you. 

Why, then, Mrs. Lovick, I will explain myfelf: I have 
aman, not a woman, for my Executor: And think you 
that I will leave to *his care any thing that concerns my 
own perfon ?—~Now, Mrs. Lovick, {miling, do you com-- 
prehend me? ; | | 

‘Mrs. Lovick wept. 

O fie! proceeded the lady, drying up her tears with her 
own handkerchief, and giving hera kifs—Why this kind | 
weaknefs for one,- whom you have been fo little a while 
acquainted with? Dear, good Mrs. Lovick, don’t be con- 
cerned for me on a profpect which I have occafion to be 
pleafed with ; but go-to-morrow to your friends, and bring | 
me the.money they have agreed to give you. — a 

Thus, Lovelace, is it plain, that fhe means to befpeak 
her /af houfe! Here’s prefence of mind; here’s tranquil-_ 
lity of heart, on the moft affecting occafion !—This is 
magnanimity indeed !—Couldft thou, or could I, with all 
our boifl’rous bravery, and offenfive falfe courage, act 
thus ?—Poor Belton! how unlike was thy behaviour ? 

Mrs, Lovick tells me, that the lady fpoke of a letter 
fhe had received from her favourite divine Dr. Lewin, in - 
the time of my abfence. And of an anfwer fhe had re- 
turned to it. But Mrs. Lovick knows not the contents of 
. either. 

When thou receiveft this letter, thou wilt fee what will 
foon be the end of all thy injuries to this divine lady. I 


fay, 
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fay, when thou receivef it; for I will delay it for fome 
little time, left thou fhouldft take it into thy head (under 
pretence of refenting the difappointment her letter muft 
give thee) to moleft her again. | 

This letter having detained me by its length, I fhall not 
now fet out for Epfom till to-morrow. | 
I fhould have mentioned, that the lady explained to me, 


what the one thing was, that fhe was afraid might happen 


to ruffle her. It was the apprebenfion of what may refule 
from a vifit which Col. Morden, as fhe is informed, de- 
figns to make you. 

LETTER IX. | 

The Revd. Dr. Luwsw, To Mifs Ci. HARLOWE. 

ie Friday, Aug..18. 
Prez: deareft and ever-refpectable young lady, up- 

_ on your'former favour, and upon your opinion of my 

judgment and fincerity, I cannot help addreffing you bya 
few lines, on your prefent unhappy fituation. ) 

I will not look back upon the meafures which you have 
either been /ed or driven into: But will only fay as to sho/e, 
that I think yon are the leaft to blame of any young lady 
that was ever reduced from happy to unhappy circum- 
ftances ; and I have not been wanting to fay as much,where 
I hoped my freedom would have been better received, 
than I have had the mortification to find it to be, | 

What I principally write for now, is, to put you upon 
doing a piece of juitice to yourfelf, and to-your fex, in-the 
profecuting for his life (I am affured his life is in your 


power) the moft profligate and abandoned of men, .as Se 


muft be, who could act fo bafely, as l-underftand Mr. 
Lovelace has atted.by you. | ah OF 
I am very ill; and am now forced to write upon my 
pillow ; my thoughts confufed; and incapable of method : 
I fhall not therefore aim at method : But to give you in - 
general my opinion ; and that is, That your religion, your | 
duty to your family, the duty you: owe to your honour, 
and even charity to your fex, oblige you to give public 
evidence againit this very wicked man. F 
An 
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And let meadd, another confideration ; The prevention, 
by this means, of the mifchiefs that may otherwife happen 
between your brother and Mr. Lovelace, or between the 
latter and your coufin Morden, who is now, I hear, ar- 
rived, and refolves to have juftice done you. - . 

A confideration which ought to affe& your confcience ; 
(Forgive me, deareft young lady, I think I.am now in the 
way of my duty) and to be of more concern. to you, than 
that hard preffure upon your modelty, which I know the 
appearance againft him in an open Court,mutt be of to fuch 
a lady as you: And which, I conceive, will-be your great 
difficulty. But I know, Madam, that you have dignity 
enough to become the bluthes of the moft naked truth, when | 
neceflity, juftice and honour, exaé it from you. Rakes and 
Ravifhers wauld meet with encouragement iadeed,and meft 
from thofe who had the greateft abhorrence of their ations, 
if violated modefty were never to complain of the injury 
it received from the villainous attempters of it. 7 

In a word, the reparation of your family difhonour, new 
refts in your own bofom: and which only one of thefe 
two alternatives can repair ; to wit, either to Marry, or to 
-profecute him at Law. Bitter expedients for a foul fo deli- 

gate as yours. , 6 fe 

He, and all his friends, I underftand, follicit you to the 
firit: And it is certainly, now, all the amends within his 

erto make. But I am affured, that you have rejected 
their follicitations, and 4;s, with the indignation and con- 
tempt that his foul actions have deferved: But yet, that 
you refufe not to extend to him the Chriftian forgivenefs 
he has fo little reafon to expect, provided he will nat difturb 
you further. or eee a ae 

But,. Madam, the profecution I advife, will not Jet your 
prefent and future exemption from frefh difturbance: from 
fo vile a molefter, depend dey his:courte/y : I fhould think 
fo noble and fo rightly-guided a fpirit as yours, would not 
permit that it fhould, if you could help it. an 

Andcan indignities of any kind be proper/y pardoned,till 
we have it in our power to punifh them? ‘To pretend to 
.pardon, while we are labouring under the pain or difhonour 
of them, will be thought by fome, to be but the vaunted 
mercy of a pufilanimous heart trembling to refent them. 

The 
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The remedy I propofe, is a fevere one; but what pain can 
be more fevere than ‘the injury ? or how will injuries be 
believed- to grieve us, that are never honourably com 
plained of ? 

I am fore, Mifs Clariffa Harlowe, however endured: and 


“oppreffed, remains unfhaken in her fentiments of honour, 
‘and virtue : And although fhe would ’fooner die, than de- 


forwe that her modefty fhould be drawn into queftion ; yet 


‘the will think no truth immodeft, that is to be uttered in 
‘the vindicated. caufe of innocence and chaftity. Little, 
> -wery little difference, is there, my dear young lady, be- 
‘tween a fupprefid evidence, and a fa// one. 


It is a terrible circumftance, I oncé more own, for a 
young lady of your delicacy, to be under the obligation of 


‘telling fo fiocking a ftory in‘ public Court: But it is ftill’a — 
-worfe insputation, that the fhould pats over fo mortal an 


‘Injury unrefented, 
-Confcience, honour, juftice, and the cares of heaven, 
‘are on your fide: And‘modefty would, by fome, be thought 


bat an sap name, fhould you refafe to obey their dictates. 


* T have been confulted, I own, on this fabje&t. I have 
given it, as my opinion, that you ought to profecute the 
abandoned man. - But without my reafons. Thefe I re- 
fervéd; with a refohation to lay them: before you, unknown ° 
to any peer? that the refult (if what I with) might be 


mt wi will ‘only add, that tie misfortunes which have be: 
fallen you, had they been the lot of a child of my own, 
‘could not have affected me more, than yours have done. 
\My: own child: I love: But I both love and honour you : 
Since to love you, is to love virtue, good fenfe, prudence, 
.and every thing that is good arid noble in woman. _ 
Wounded as I think all thefe:are by the injuries, you 
- have received, you-will believe that the knowlege of your 
ss mutt have afflicted, beyond. what I am able to 
exprels, 
a ake | Your fF nceré Admirer, and bumble Sida 
| “ARTHUR Lewen. 
J Tjut now underftand, that yourfifter will, by proper au- 
_ thority, Pipe this proiec ecution to yee I aia pre-_ 
: ume,” 
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. ‘fame, that the reafon why you refolved not upon this 
ftep from the firft, was, that you-did net know, that it 
would have the conatenance and fupport of your re- 
lations. , 
LETTER ¥ + 
Mi/s Cx. Harrow, To the Rev, Dr. LEwE ne 


"Reverend and Dear Sir, Sat. Avg. 19. 

“W Thought, till I received your affeftionate and welcome 
<B letter, that I had neither father, uncle, brother left ; 
-nor hardly a friend among my former favourers of your 


fex. Yet, knowing you fo well, and Having no reafon to 


upbraid myfelf with a faulty will, Iwas to blame (even |: 


although I had doubted the continuance of your good opi- 
‘nion) to deéline the tryal whether I had forfeited it or 
wot; and if I had, whether I could not, boxourably, re- 
initate myfelf in it. | a 
But, Sir, it was owing to different caufes that I did not ; 
partly to Same, to think how high, in my happier days, I 
ftood in your efteern, and how much I muft be funk in iz, 
fince thofe fo much nearer in relation to me, gave me up; 


‘partly to deep diffreft, which makes the humbled heart 


diffident ; and made mjne afraid toclaim the kindred mind 
in yours, which would have fupplied to me, m fome mea- 
“fure,.all the dear and loft relations I have named. 

Then, So loth, as I fometimes was, to be thought to 
want to make a party againft thofeé whom both duty and 
inclination bid-me reverence : So long tra/ed on between 
hope and doubt: So little mine own miftre/s at one time ; 


fo fearful of making or caufing mifchief, at another; and | 


not being encouraged to hope, by your kind notice, that my 
application to you would be acceptable ; —apprehendiny, 
that my relations had engaged your /ilence at léaft (a). 
' Tues g———But why thefe unavailing retrofpections 
now? Iaas'to be unhappy—in order ta de happy ; that 
ismy hope :— Refigning, therefore, to That hope; I will, 
without any further preamble, write 4 few lins (if writing 
oo to 
(a) The ftiff vifit this good divine was prevailed upon to make her, 
‘as mentioned Vol. If. p.162. (of which, however, the was too generous 
to remind him) might warrant the lady to think, that he had ra- 
ther inclined to their party, as the parental fide, than to hess, 
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to you, I can ‘write dat a few) in anfwer to:the fubjed& of 
your kind letter. _ Ae es 

Permit:me, then, to fay, That I believe your arguments 
would have been unan{werable in almoft every other cafe 
of This nature, but in That of the unhappy Clarif 

It is certain, that creatures who cannot ftand the thock 
of public fame,fhould be doubly careful how they expale 
themfelves ta the danger of incurring private guilt, which 
may: poflibly bring them to it; But as to myje/f, fuppofe 


there were no objections from the declining way I am in 


as to my health ; and fuppofing I could have prevailed upon 


myfelf to appear ‘This man, was there not room. to 
apprehend, that the end fo much wifhed for by my friends, 


(to wit, his condign punifhment) would not have: been ob- 


tained, when it came to be feen, that I had confented t 
give him.a clandeftine meeting ; and, in canfequence ¢ 
that, had been weakly tricked out of myfelf; and further 
ftill, had not been able to avoid living under one roof with 
him for feveral weeks ; which I did, not only without com- 
plaint, but without cag/e of complaint. | : 

_ Little advantage is « court (perhaps, bandied about, and 
jefted profligately with) would fome of thofe pleas in my 
favour have been, which ost of court, and to a private and 
Jeriows audience, would have carried the greateft weight 
agaimft hime=Such, particularly, as the infamous methods 
to which he had recourfe, - 

It would, no doubt, have been a ready retort from 
every mouth, that I ought not to have thrown a bag into 
the power of {uch a man, and that I ought to take for my 
pains what had befallen me. =~ | 

Bat had the profecution been carried on to effe@, and 
had he even been festenced to death, can it be thought, 
that his family would not have had iritereft enough to ob- 
tain his pardon for a crime thought too lightly of, though 
one of the greateft that can be committed againft a crea- 
ture valuing her honour above her life ?—~ While I had 
been cenfured as purfuing with fanguinary views a man 
se offered me early all the reparation in his power to 

e? | : | 

Vou. VII, D_ And 
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And had he been pardoned, would he not then have beet 
at liberty to.do as much mifchief as ever ?, oe ae 
I dare fay, Sir, fuch is the affurance of the man: upon. 
whom my unhappy deftiny threw mes and. fuch: his inve+ 
teracy to my.family (which would then have appeared to: 
he juftified by their known inveteracy to bin, and by! their: 
earneft endeavours to take away: his life). that‘ he would. 
not have been forry to have had an-opportanity to- confront: 
me and my father, uncles; and brother,.at the Bar ofa: 
court .of juftice, on fuch an occafion...In which: cafe, - 
would not, on his acquittal, or pardon, refentments-have. 
been recipracally heightened? And-then would: my bro- 
ther, or my coufin Morden, have been more fecure than. 
now? A a ee eee 
' . How do thefe confiderations aggravate my fault? .My 
motives, at firft, were not indeed blameable: But Ihad- 
forgotten the excellent: caution, which-yet I was not ig-: 
norant of, That we ought not to do evil that good may come 
o it. : BOS Seg: Oo sgh Ea See oe 
Vth full conviction of the purity of my heart, and of -the- 
firmnefs of my principles (Why. may I-not, thus called . 
upon, fay what I am confcious of, and. yet, without. faulty — 
pride; fince all is but a duty, and I thould be utterly inex- 
cufable, could I not juitly fay what I doz) In this fulkcon- 
viction, he has offered me marriage. He has avowed his — 
penitence: A fincere penitence I have reafon: to think it, 
tho’ perhaps not a Chriflian one. -And_ his noble relations, 
ne to the poor fufterer than her own) on the fame 
convittion, and his own not ungenerous acknawlege- 
ments, have joined to intercede with me to forgive and 
accept of him. Altho’ I cannot comply with the latter part 
of their interceffion, have not you, Sir, from the ef rules, 
and from the divinef example, taught me to forgive in- 
juries ? — ann ake 
: The injury I have received from him ts indeed of ‘the 
higheft nature, and it was attended with circumftances of 
unmanly bafenefs, and premeditation ; yet, I blefs God, 
it has not tainted my mind; it has not hurt my: marals. 
No thanks, indeed, to the wicked man, that it has not. No 
vile courfes have followed it. My willis unviolated, The 
7 evil, 


3 
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evil (refpeiing my/eif, .and not my friends) is: merthypere 
fonal. No credulity, no weaknefs,. no. want of vigilancey. 
have I to reproach myfelf with. -I have, thy: grace, 
triamphed over the deepeft. machinations: .F have. cicaped 
from‘him. | I have renounced. him. . The. man whom once’ 
I: could have loved, I have been enabled 10 defpife: And 
fhall:not: charity complete. my triamph? And: thall'L not. 
expoy:it?mAnd. where would be my triumph, if he dcferved 
my forgivenefs ?—-Poor man! He has had.a lof in lofing 
me! I have the pride to think:fo, becaufe I think I know 
my: own heart. . 1 have had none in lofing him! . |. 
- But I have-another plea td make, ‘which. alone would 
have been enough -(as I prefume) to anfwer the contents : 
of your very kind and friendly letter. nee 
-: Ekniow,-my dear and.reyerend friend, the fpiricual guide 
and direftor of my happier days! I know, that you will als: 
low of my-endeavour to bring myfelf to this charitable dif- 
pohtion,. when I-tell.you how near I think. myfelf to that 
great and awful moment, ix which, and even in the ardent | 


" preparation to which, every fenfe of indignity or imjury, that 


3 


igher and more important contemplations. 
tae much for-myfalf. -- i ee at 

And for.the fatisfaftion of tiny 7ritids and Savourers, 
Mits Howe is follicitous' to Kave all thefe letters and maté. 
rials preferved, which will fet my whole ftory in a true 
light.- The good Dr. Lewen is one of the principal: of thofe - 
friends and favourers. . ie a 

The warning that may be given from thofe papers to 
all fuch young creatures as may have known or heard of 
me, may be more efficacious, as I humbly prefume to think, 
to the end withed for, than my appearance coukt have ~ 
been in a court of juftice, purfuing a doubrful event, under 
the difadvantages I have mentioned. And if, my dear and 
good Sir, you are now, on confidering every thing, of this 
opinion, and F could érow it, I fhould confider it as a par: 
ticular felicity ; being as follicitous as ever to be juftified 
in what I may, inyeureyes. 

I am forry, Sir, that your indifpofition has reduced you 
to the neceflity of writing upon: your~pillow. But how 
much am I obliged to that kind and generous concern for 

D2 mie, 


concerns not the immortal foul, ought to be-ablorbed in 
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me, which has impel/ed you, a8 I: may fay, to write a letter; 


peganeaes fo many paternal lines, with fuch invonvenience 
to yourfelf! i | 


ay the Almighty blefs you, dear and reverend Sir, for 
all-your goodnefs to:me; both of now, and of long ftand- 
ing! Continue to efteem me to the laft, as I do, and ‘will, 
venerate you! And let me befpeak your prayers ; the-con- 
tinuance, I thould fay, of your prayers ; for I doubt not 
_ that I have always had them: And to them, perhaps, has 
m part been owing, (as well as to your pious precepts thro’ 
my earlier youth) that EF have been-able to make the Rand 
I have made ; altho’ évery thing that you prayed for has 
not been ‘granted to me, by that Divine Wifdom, which 
knows what is beft for its poor creatures = SC; 
* My prayers for.yow are, That it will pleafe God to-re- 
ftore you to your affectionate flock; and after.as many 
years of life as fhall be for Hys fervice, and to yeur own 
conifort, give-us a happy meeting in thofe’ regions of blef- 
fednefs, which you have taught mé, as well by avamp/e,.az 
by precept, to afpire to!’ Mie Fe 
a eC raaissa Harrower. 
 .LETTER XL - 
Mifs Azaz. Hanitowsg, Te AG/s. Cr. Hartowes 
_ [Un enfauer to bers to ber uncle Antony: of Aug. 13.] 
SiPer CLARY, Monday, Aug. 21. 
Find: by your letters to my uncles, that they, as well 
{ ‘asd, are in great difgrace with you for writing our 
minds to you... me de 3 a 
We can’t help it, fifter Clary. . Besa, : 
~. You don’t think it worth your while, I find, to prefs for 
the bleffing you pretend to be fo earneft about, a fecond 
- time: You think, no doubt, that you have done your duty 
in afking for it : So you'll fit down fatisfy’d with That, F 
{uppofe, and: leave it to your wounded parents to repent 
hereafter that they have not done Tdeirs, in giving it to 
-you, at the fix# word; and in making fuch enquiries about 
_. you, as.you-think opght to have been made, Fine encou- 
ee | ragement 


betes 
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yagement to inquire after a run-away daughter-!, livin 
-with her fellow, .as long as he would live with her! You 
repent alfo, (with your /u// mind, as you modeltly call it) 
-ghat-you wrotetomes. = 2. et oe ye 
So we are not likely to be applied to any more, J find, - 


J 


‘m this-way. ~ 


_- Well then, Since This is the cafe, fifter Clary, Jet me, 
nuith all bumility, addrefs myfelf with a propofal.or two 


‘wo you ; to which you will be graciou/ly pleafed to give an . 


anfwer, 3 a . 

Now you muft know, that we have had hints given us 
from. feveral quarters, that you have. been ufed. in {uch a: 
manner by the villain you xan away with, that. his . life 
would be .anfwerable for his.crime, if it. were, fairly to be 
proved. And, by your own bints,..famething like,i¢ apr 
pears to us. 


"If, Clary, there be any thing but jingle and affefting pe- 


‘ Fiod, in what proceeds from your ful/ mind, and. your du- 


" whole injured family, and fo the innocents be has deluge 


fiful confciqufne/s; and if there be truth in what-Mrs. Nor- 
‘ton and Mrs, Howe have acquainted. us with ;_ you may 
yet juitify. your charaGter to ns, and to the world, in every 
thing but your feandalous.elopement ; and the Law, ma 
ieacbithe wlan: Ap, could we bat sing him toxhe gal 
Jes, what 2 Fepacheg het revenge woukd that sched 
as,well.as the faving from:rujn many others? * |.’ 
Let me, therefore,- know. (if you pleafe) whether you 


_ are willing to appear to da Your/elf,.and Us, and-your Sex,. 
_ this juftice, Af nof,. fifter Clary, ‘we fhall. know: what. to: 


think of you ; for neither you nor ake can fuffer more:thap 
,we have done, from the {candal of your fall : And, if yoz: 
will, Mr. Ackland and Counfellor Derham will. both at- 


- ‘tend you to make proper enguiries, and to take minutes of- 


your ftory,.to.found a procefs upon, if it will bear one, with- 
.@s great a probability of {uccefs,. as we are.told it may. he: 


.. ,profecuted with. 


But, by what Mrs. Howe intimates, this is not likely to: 

be complied with ; for it is what fhe hinted ‘to you, it 

feems, by her lively daughter, but without effect (a); and 

then, again, pofhbly, you may-not at-prefent behave fo’ 

oS D3 prudently 
(«) Vol. VI, Letter XXiVe- . 
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prudently in fome certain points, as to intitle yourfelf to 
public juftice ; which if true, the Lord have mercy upon 
you! oe 
One word only more as to the above propofal ;~—Your 
admirer, Dr. Lewen, is clear in his opinion, ae you fhould 
profecute the villain. eat. dene Be A atte, ee 
' But if you will not agree to this, I have another propofal 
to make to you, and that in the name of every one in the 
family ; which is, that you will think of going to PenfyI- 
vania to refide there for fome few years, tll all is blawn 
over ; and, if it pleafe God to fpare you, and your unhappy 
parents, till they can be fatished, that you behaye like a 
true and uniform penitent; at leaft till you are one-and- 
twenty ; you may then come back to your own eftate, or 
have the produce of it {ent you thither, as you fhall choofe. 
A period which my papa fixes, becaufe it is the cuffom ; 
‘and becaufe he thinks your grandfather fhould have fixed 
us and. becaufe, let me add, you have fully proved by 
your fine conduct, that you were not at years of difcretion 
at eighteen. Poor doting, tho’ good old man !=Your grand- 
father he thought—But I would not be too fevere. 
__Mr. Ffartley has a widow-fifter at Penfylvania, with 
‘whom he will undertake you may board, and who isa {o- 
ber, fenfible, and well-read woman. And if you were once 
well there, ic would rid your father and mother of a world 
of cares, and fears, and fcandal ; and I think is what you 
' fhould with for of all things. : _ 
, Mr. Hartley will engage for all accommodations in your 
paffage fuitable to your rank and fortune ; and he has a 
concern in a fhip, which will fail ina month ; and you 
may take your fecret-keeping Hannah with you, or whom 
_ You will of your newer acquaintance. °*Tis pref{umed it 
will be of your own fex. | . 
Thefe are what I had to communicate to you ; and if 
‘you'll oblige me with an anfwer (which the hand that con- 
“yeys this will call for on Wednefday Morning) it will be 
very condefcending. a 


ARABELLA Harowe. 


, -- a ce . e : . . 5 . = 
2 F 4 ue LE T- 
. 7 < 
: a- at . _ 8 > v aint 


tt. #- 


- tne on fuch an errand. © 
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LETTER XI. 


Mifs Crapissa Hartowe, To Mifs ARABELLA 
oe . _- HARLOwE. : 


i 


ee : — Tuefday, Aug. 226 
RITE to me,. my hard-hearted fifter, in. what 


~ "YY ‘manner you pleafe, I fhall always be thankful to 
‘ you for your notice. ‘But (think what you will of me) I 


cannot fee Mr. Ackland and the. Counfellor on fuch.a 


-bufinefs as you mention. © | 


Lhe Lord have mercy upon me indted\ For none elfe will. 
Sarely I'am believed to be: a creature pait all fhame, 
or it could not be thonght of fending two gentlemen to 
Had my mother required of me (or would modefy have 
rmitted you to enquire into) the particulars of my fad 
ry, or had Mrs. Norton Been diréted to receive them 
from me, methinks it had been more fit ; and, I pre- 
fume to think, more in every one’s charaéter too, had they 
been: required of me‘ before fuch heavy’ judgment: had 
paffed upon’me,’ as‘has'been'pafled. © 0 7 


~~” I know ‘that this is Dr. Lewen’s opinion. He has‘been 
fo godd'as‘to inforce it ina kind letter'to me: I Jiave an- 
fwered his’ letter ; and pa fuch reafons as I hope will 
fatisfy him: I could with it were thought worth while to 
afk tofeethem (a2) 0 
To your other propofal, of :going to Penfylvania; this ~ 
is my an{wer :—If nothing happen within a month Which 
may full as effetually rid my parents and friends of that 
world of cares, and fears, and fcandals, which you men- 
tion, and if I am ¢hen able to be carried on board of fhip, 
I will chearfully obey my father and mother, altho’ I were 
fure to die in the pafflage. And, if I may be forgiven for 
faying fo, you fhall fet over me, inftead of my poor ob- 
liging, but really unculgable Hannah, your Betty Barnes ; 
to whom I will be anfwerable for all my conduét. And I 
will make it worth her while to accompany me. : 
aie ee eal ~~ D | 
(2) This letter was not afked for ae the reverend gentleman's 
death, which fefl out: foon after he had received it, was the reafon 
that it was not communicated to the family, till it was too late to 
do the fervice that might have been hoped for from it. 
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_ Tam equally furptized and concerned at the hints which 


‘both you and my ancle- Antony. give of xew points of © 


viour in me !—-What can be meant by them ?. 

I will not tell you, Mifs-Harlowe, how ‘mech F am af- 
flied at your feverity, and'how mach I fuffer by-it, and 
by your hard-hearted levity of ftyle, becaufe what I fhall 

“fay may be conftrued into jing and: periad, and becante I 

_cknow ft is intended (very ly for 4igd.ends):to mortify 

me. ‘All I will therefore ‘fay, is, That 1-does not lofe its 
end, ifthat be it; .. _.. oy 4B, r, y. & 

/ But, neverthelefs, (divefting myfelf.as muchas poffible 

of all refentment) [ will only pray, that: heaten wall give 

‘yoo,’ for: your owe fake, 2 kinder heart, than at prefent ; 

- . fance-a-kinrd heart, Iam convinced, is:.a greater biefing 

‘to its poffeffor, than it can be to-any ether perfon. Under 

this convection I fubferibe myfelf, my dear Belia, 
: : Your evtr-nffeZinate Sifter, - 
‘Ci. Haritowe. 


LETTER XIII 

: Mrs. Juvirn Norton, To Mis Cr. Harrowe. 
_. | dia anfrwer to bers of Thurfilay, Ange]. 

_ My deareft young Lady, Tuefday, Aug. 22. 

HE Letters you fent me, I now return by the hand 

. gp . that brings you this, rr een ee 

Ie is impoffible for me to exprefs how much I have been 

_ affeGted by them, and your laftofthe 17th. Indeed, my 

dear Mifs Clary, you are very harfhly ufed ; indeed you 

are! And if you fhould be taken from us, what grief, and 

what punishment, are they not treafuring up againit them- 

_ felves, in the heavy reflections which their rafh cenfures 
‘and unforgivenefs will occafion them ! 7 7 

_. But I find what your uncle Antony’s cruel letter is ow- 

ing to, as well as one you will be ftill more afllitted by, 

(Cod help you, my poor dear child!) when {it comes. to 


* 


your hand, written by your fifter, with propofals to yeu. 


It was finifhed, to fend you, yefterday, I[know; andI ” 


' apprife you of it, that you fhould fortify your heart againit 
‘ the contents of it. | 
bhe 


a) 


yours inthe ng urhoed about you 


Mis; Clatifla; Harlowe: 57 

"Fhe motives, which incline them all to this feverity, if 
well -grounded, .woulg anthorize any Aeverity, the ‘could . 
expres, che ad Which, while-they believe them to be (0, both . 
They; and; You. are. to be éqaally pitied. - 
: They axe,owipg to the infermation of that officioas Mr... 
who..has. acquainted, them fro oat ae of 
vifits are made - 
you, highly cenfarable, from a man of a.free charagter, and . 
an intimate of Mr. Lovelaces who is often: at: ‘private: with : 


| get sprint twice or thrice a day. 


herielf preat. liberties of fpeech this. 
jee cats all your riends ate too ready to telioee, shat: 
things are not as they fhould be: which makes me wilh, . 
that, let the gentleinan’s. views be ever fo-honourable, you. 
could swine ~ acquaintance with him... _- 

hature was hinted at by Bétty.to me. 


. before, but fo pre eae that I could not tell what to make 


| Val not believe Mr. L 


of it ; and,this made me mention it to-you fo generally, as- 
I did in my laf. 
_ Your coufin Mordén: has been. antong them: He is ex-- 
ceedingly cee pa our misfortunes ; and as they 
ace ‘would marry you, he is de- 


.. termined. to go to Lord M- s, in order to inform himfelf 


foom Mr. Lovelace’s own month, whether he intends to» 


do you That jaftice-or not. 


He was extremely careffed by every one at his firft ar- 


" yival; but I'am told there is fone little coldnefs between : 


them. ‘and him at prefent. 


TI was.in hopes of: getting ‘a fight of this. letter of Mr... 


| Brand’s (a rath, officious man #) “But, it feems, Mr. Mor- 
ar had it given him yetercay. to read, and he-took it. 


with him,. 
God be your comfort, my dear Mifs! But indeed’ t am 


excesdingly difturbed at the thoughts of what may ftill be . 


, the affue of all thefe things. Jam, . 
My beloved j ‘young Lady, 
Your a affeFionate and faithful 
_Jybirn Nor row, . 


t 
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. LETTER XIv. | 
Mr;. Norton, To Mifs CLarissA HARLOWEe 
- <4 _  Tuefday, Aug. 22. 
F TER Ihad fealed up the inclofed, [had the ho- 
 £ nour of a private vit from. your aunt-Hervey , 
who has been in a very low-fpirited way, and kept her 
re feveral weeks paft; and is but juft got'a- 
road. a. 2 
She longed, fhe faid, to fee me, and to weep-with me, 
on the hard fate that had befallen her beloved niece. | - 
I will give you a faithful account of whet paffed be- 
’ tween us; as I expeét, that it will, upon the whole, ad- 
_ minifter hope and comfort to you. .° 7 es 
- © She pity’d very much your good mamma, ‘who, the 
‘ affured me, is obliged to aét a part entirely contrary to 
« her inclinations ; as fhe herfelf, fhe owns, had been in a 
. © great meafure. ea ee tt? es 
‘ She faid, that the poor lady was with great difficulty 
« with-held from anfwering your letter to her-;. which had 
. © (as was your aunt’s expreffion) almoft broken the heart 
* ef every one: That fhe had reafon to think, that fhe 
. © was neither confenting to your two uncles writing s nor 
‘ approving of what they wrote. 
‘ She is fure they all love you dearly ; but have gone 
* fo far, that they know not how torecede. . 
_ © That, but for the abomsnable league which your bro- 
‘ ther had got every-body into (he refufing to fet out for 
© Scotland till it was renewed) and till they had all pro- 
‘ mifed to take no ftep towards a reconciliation in his ab- 
* fence. but by .his confent ; and to which your fiftet’s 
‘ rcfentments kept them up; all would before now have 
* happily fubfided. Ce eS 7 
© That. no-body knew the pangs which their inflexible 
‘ behaviour gave them, ever fince you had begun to 
. © write to them’ in fo affecting and humble a ftyle. —- 
‘- © That, however, they were not inclined to believe that 
« € you were either fo ill, or fo penitent, as you really are 5 
"© and ftill lefs, that Mx. Lovelace is in earneft in his offers 
* of marriage. a 
oa, “ She 


~ © more of it. 
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‘ She is fure, fhe fays, that all will foon be well : And 

© the fooner for Mr. Morden’s arrival : Who is very 2ea-_ 

* lous in your behalf. | . 

* She wifhed to heaven, that you would accept of Mr. 

Lovelace, wicked as he has been, if he were now in 


- earneft. 


‘ It had always, fhe faid, been matter of aftonifhment 
‘to-her, that fo. weak a pride in- her coufin James, of 


‘6 
"© making himfelf the whole family, fhould:induce:thenp all 
. C 


‘to refufe:an alliance with fuch a family:as Mr. Love- 
lace’s was. | ~ te 
* She would have it, that your going-off with Mr. Love- 
lace: was the unhappielt ftep for your honour and your 
$ intereft that could have been taken ; for that altho’ you 
would-have had a fevere tryal the next day ; yet it wotld 


muft have drawn you off {ome friends—hinting at your 
mamma, -at your uncle Harlowe, at your uncle Hervey, 
and herfelf.” ie i = 
But here I mutt obferve (that the regret that you did 
not truft to the event of that meeting, may not in your 


€ 

6 

‘ probably have been the /a/?; and your pathetic powers 
, €¢ 

6 


' prefent low way, too much affli&t you) that it feemsa little 


teo evident from this opinion of your aunt’s, that-it was 
not fo abfoiutely determined that all compulfion was de- 


. figned to be avoided, .fince your freeddm from -it mug have 


been owing to the party to be made among them by your 
perfuafive eloquence, and dutiful expoftulation. - + 
* She owned, that fome of them, were.as mych afraid 


© of meeting you, as you could be of meeting them :’—~ 


But why fo, if they defigned, in the laft inftance, to give 
you your way? a: , a en oe 
She told me, ‘ That Mrs. Williams, your mamma's 
* former houfe-keeper, had been with er, to atk her opi- 
‘ nion, if it would be taken amils,. if the defired leave to 


| ‘6 g° up, to attend her deareft young lady, in ber calamity, 
¢€ 


he referred her to your mamma; but had heard no 


‘ Her daughter, Mifs Dolly, fhe faid, had been fre- 
‘ quently earneft with her on the fame fubject ; and re- 
* newed her requeft, with the greateft fervor, when your — 


 firft letter came to hand. ; 
: D6 - * Your 
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. © Your aunt fays, that being then very ill, the wrote 
* t© your mother upon it, hoping it would riot be taken: 


* amifs, if the permitted Mifs Dolly to go ; but that your: 


* filter, as‘from your mamma, ahfwered her, That now 
* you -feemed:to be coming to, ‘and to have a due fenfe 
* of your faalts, you muft be left entirely to theiy own. 
* management. | | . 

' © Mifs Dolly, ‘the faid, ‘had pined ever fince fhe had. 
* heard of Mr. Lovelace’s bafenefs ; being doubly mor- 
© tifted by it: Firft, on account of your fufferings = hext, 
* becaufe fhe was one, who rejoiced in your getting off ; 
“and vindicated ‘you for it : And had incufred cenfure. 
* and ill-will on that account; efpecially from a bro- 
.. i and fifter ; fo that fhe feldom went’to Harlowe- 
* Place.” ee 

Make the beft ufe ‘of thefe intelligentes, my deareft 
. “yoang lady, for your confolation. : : 
. . I] will only add, that Iam, with the moft fervent prayers. 
for your recovery and reftoration, | 

7 Your ever-faithful - 

JupirH Norton. 
LETTER XV 
| MMifs Cu. Harvowe, Jo Mrs. Jupiru Norton. 

_- Lhurfday, Aug. 24. 
fy HE relation of fuch a converfation as paffed be- 
ar tween my aunt and you, would have given me 
ure, had it come fome time ago; becaufe st woald 
‘mave met with a fpirit more induftrious than mine nony is, 
to pick out remote comfort in the hope of a favourable 

- turmithat might one day have rewarded my pationt duty. 
I did not doubt my aunt’s good-will to me. Her af- 
' fe@ion I did-not doubt. | But we wonder that kings 
and princes meet with fo little controal in their paffions, be 
they ever fo violent, when in.a private family, an aunt, 
may, even a mother in that family, thall' choofe to give 
- wpa once favoured child againft their own inclinations, 
- Yather than oppofe -an sabaig jose man, whe had 
- «armed himfelf with the authority of a father, who, when 
once determined, never would be expoftulated with ie 


— 


eee eee 


a 8a a 3 
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< 
- 4. 


ros 


been making, if it has not, byt 
- bove-- But e what ?= Poor miftaken creature !—Un-. 


“that their favour : for me is 
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oe And. will you not dlame-me, if I fay ¥. that. good fenfe, 
that relationly indulgence, mauft-be a litle offended. at-the 


- treatment ‘ I- have -met: with,..and if L own,. that I think, 


that great rigor has been exercifed towards me.?: And yet: 
E am -now authorized.to-call it rigor by the judgment of - 


twa excellent fitters, :my .mother and my aunt,,.who ac-. 
| reste Ne you tell me from my aunt) that they-have- 


‘been ob to join againft-me; contrary to their inclina-. 


_ tions 3: and that,,even-in a point which concerns my eter-. 
-nal welfare. - : . ae ao: 


_,, But I-muft not go on at this rate.. For may not-thedir- 
clination my mother has given up,. be the effect.of atoo-- 
fond indulgence, rather than that I merit the indulgence:?* 


‘And yet; fo petulantly perverfe am I, that J muff tear my-- 
7 oe 


felf from the fubje&. eee 3 
- . All then that I will. fay further to it, at this time, js; that. 
were the intended goodnefs to: be granted-to me but-a: 
week hence ; it would pofiibly be:too late Too late, I 


- mean; to be of the comfolation to-me, that I would wihh-.- 


from it : For what an inefficacious precarseen oe I have- 
§ trme, Carri me ae-. 


happy felf-delader !—that:. fires herfelf above nothing !. 
Nor able to fubdue her'own faulty impatience! . 
“But ia deed to have done with.a' fubje&t, that J dare ‘not: 
truft myfelf with ; .if it come in your way,. let my aunt: 
Hervey, let my dear-coufin Dolly, les the worthy Mrs. . 
Willams, know, how exceedingly grateful te me their 
Kind intentions. and concern for-me are : .And, as the;beft 
‘warrant or juftification of their eu ha giel (fince [ know. 
; on. the belief that I 
loved virtue) tell them, that I continaed to leve.virtue to my 
lat hour, as J prefume to hope it may be faid ;,and-affure 


them, that I never made the leaft qwé//u/ deviation, how- 


ever oiihappy I became for one faulty ftep.; which never- 

thelefs was.:not owing to unworthy or-perverfe motives..: 
Jam very forry, that my coufin Morden has takenare~ 

Solution to fee-Mr. Lovelace. make 3 
._My apprehenfions on this. intelligence, are a great abate- 


“vmnt to the pléafore I have in knowing that he fill loves 


My | 
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My fifter’s letter to me is a moft afflifing one—So seed- 
Iefly, {0 ludicroufly taunting.—But for that part of it that is 
- fo, I ought rather to pity her, than to be fo. much con- 
cernedatitasITam. °° | oo 

I wonder what I have done to Mr. Brand — I pray God 
to forgive both him and his informants, whoever they be. 
But if the fcandal arife folely from Mr. Belford’s-vifits, a 
very little time will confute it-—Mean while, the pacquet 
I fhall fend you, which I fent to Mifs Howe, will, I hope, 
fatisfy you, my dear Mrs. Norton; as to my reafons for 
admitting his vifits. | 

My fifter’s taunting letter, and the inflexiblenefs of my 
dearer friends—But how do remoter-begun fubjeéts tend 
to the point which lies neareft the heart !=-As new-caught 
bodily diforders all croud to a fractured or diftempered 


rt. 
oy will break off, with requefting your prayers, ‘that I 
may be bleffed with patience and due refignation ; and 
with affuring you, that ] am, and will be to the laft hour 
.of my life, — | 
Your equally grateful and affe&ionate 
| Ci. Hartowe. 


LETTER XVI. 
Mifs How, To Mifs Cranissa HARLOWE. ~ 
In reply to hers of Friday Aug. 1. , — 
Yarmouth, Ifte of Wight, Aug. 24. 
My deareft Friend, ' ie s . : 
HAVE read the letters and copies of letters you fa- 
ee me with : And I return them by a particular - 


I am extremely concerned at your indifferent ftate of 
health : But I approve all your proceedings and precautions, 
- Inrelation to the naming of a man for an office, that, I . 
hope, will not require to be filled up for many, many years. 

I admire, and fo we do all, that greatnefs of mind, which 
can make you fo ftedfaftly defpife (thro’ fuch inducements 
as.no other woman could refift, and in fuch defolate cir- 
cumftances as you are m). the wretch thas ought to be fo 
heartily defpifed and detefted, 
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. What. muft the contents of thofe letters from your re- 


- lations be, which you will not communicate to me ! Fie 


upon them ! How my heart rifes — But I dare fay no 


_ more —Tho’ you yourfelf now begin to think they ufe 


you with great feverity. . | : 
Every body here is fo taken with Mr. Hickman, (and 


“the more from the horror they conceive at the character of 


fuch a wretch as Lovelace). that I have been teazed ‘to - 
death almoft, to name aday. This has given him airs ; 
and, did I not keep him to it, he would behave himfelf 


_as carelefly, and as infolently, as if he were fure of me. 
_I have been forced to mortify him.no lefs than four times 
-. fince we have been here. 


__. I made him lately undergo a fevere penance for fome 


‘ negligences, that were not to be paffed over : Not defgned 
-ones, he faid: But that was a poor excufe, as I told him : 


For, had they been defgned, he fhould never have come 
into my prefence more ; That they were zot, fhewed his 
want of thought and attention ; and thofe were inexcufe- 
able in a man only in his probatory ftate. , 

i: Fired age he had been more than in a probatory ftate, 

e faid. | } ; 

_ And therefore, Sir, might be more carele/i ? —So you: 
add ingratitude to negligence, and make what you plead as 
accident, that it/e/f wants an excufe, defign, which de- 
ferves none. : 

I woald not fee him for two days, and he was {fo peni- 
tent, and fo humble, that [had like to have loft myfelf, to 
make him amends: For, as you have faid, a refentment — 
garried too high, often ends in an amends too humble. 

I long to be nearer to you : But that muft nog yet be, 
it feems. .Pray, my dear, let me hear from you as often 
as you can.’ <i | 
_ May heaven increafe your comforts, and reftore your 
health, are the prayers of Pe, , 

é | Your ever faithful and affectionate 

> Anna Howg, 


P. S. Excufe me that I: did not write before ¢ it was 


owing to a little coaiting voyage I was obliged to 
give into.. 2 at ae “ 


LET 
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Mifs CuarissA Hantowe, Te Atifs Howr:. 
> a Friday, Aug. 25. 
ye U. are very obliging, my dear Mifs Howe, to ac-- 
. jk count to me for your.filence. I waseafy in it, as F 
«doubted .not, that .among fuch near and dear friends as. 
you are.with, you wap diverted from writing by fome {uch 
4: excurfion, as that you mention. 
__ [was in hopes that you had given over, at this time of 
day,..thofe very {prightly airs, which I have taken the li- 
- berty to blame you for, as often aa you have given me gc-- 
. eafion for it ;- and that has been very often. 7 
_I was always very. grave with you upon. this fubjea : : 
And while your own and a worthy man’s future happinefs . 
are in the queftion, I muft enter jnto it,.whenever you. 
forget yourfelf; altho’ I had not a day.to live.: And in-- 
_@eedIamveryil. 
I am fure, it was not your intention‘to.take your fatyre- 
-hufband with you to the little iland, to make him look . 
, ‘weak and filly among thofe of your relations who never - 
before. had feen him. Yet do re think it poffible for - 
_ them (however prepased.and refolved they may be to like.- 
. him) to-forbear fmiling at him when they fe¢ him fuffer-. 
ing under your whimfical penances?’ A modeft man. 
 fhould no more be made litile.in bz ows eyes, than in the- 
_ eyes of others, If he be, he will have a diffidence, which . 
, -will give an aukwardnefs to.every thing he fays or does: 
.And this, will be no more tothe credit of your choice, . 
. than to that of the approbation he meets with from your 


.. friends,. or to. his pwn. credit. | a 
I love an obliging, and even an Semb/s depostment in 
. a.man to the woman he addreffes. It is a mark of his po-. 
litenefs, and tends to. give her. that opinion of. herfelf, . 
which it may. be fuppofed bafhful merit wants to be in- 
Apired with. . But if. the- lady exacts it with a high hand, | 
the thews not. either her owa politeneis or gratitude; altho’. 
_I muft confefs fhe does her courage. I gave you expetta- 
tion that I would be very ferious with you; = 
O my dear, that had i been my lot (as I. was pat cate 


- B-+4t o-n -s. SS 


Fo bs bao 
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mitted to live fingle) to have met with a man by whom 
I could have a&ted generoufly and unrefervedly ! 

- Mr.‘Lovelace, it is now plain, in order to have a pre- 
tence again me, taxed my behaviour to him, with ftif- 


_ nefs and diftance. You, at one time, thought me guilty — 


‘of fome degrée of ptudery. ‘Difficult fituations -fhdultt be 


" dllowed for ; which often make occahiéns for cemfare un. 
’ avoidable. I deferved ‘not blame froin: ‘bits whé made 
"mine difficalt. Andyou, my dear, ‘if I ‘had had any o- 


ther man to deat with, ‘or had he had but -half-the merit 


which Mr. Hickman has, fhould have found that my doc- 
“trine on this fubjeét, fhould have governed my practice | 


But to put miylelf out ‘of the dueftion — I'll tell you 
what I fhould think, were J an indifferent. by-fliander,: of 
thefe high .airs’ of yours, in return for Mr. ‘Hickman’s 


- " hhurhble demeanour. ** The fady thinks of having the gea- 


_ © tleman, I fee plainly, would I fay. ‘Bat ¥ fee; as plainky, 

“* that fhe has a very great indifference to Aim. And to 

_ * what may. this indifference be owing ? To one or alk 

-S* of thefe corifiderations, no doubt: “That the receives 

_' his addreffes rather from ‘motives of convenience than 

_“™ choice: ‘That the thinks meanly of-473 endowments ahd 

" * intelteGts ; at Jeaft ‘more highly ‘of: ser own » ‘Or, the 

’ “has not the generofity to ule that‘power with -modeta- 

2 je which ‘his-great affogtion ‘fotther -pute isto: her 
s? es , heh . Bee Se. ed : 


‘How would you'like, my dear, to-have any of thefe 
things faid? oh: 
_ Then to give bat the fhadow ofa reafon for free- hers. 


* "ahd eee to fay, orto imagine, that Mifs‘Howe 
oe her 


her hand'to aman, who-has ‘no reaforta expeR any 
are in-her heart, I am fure you would not wifh that fuch. 


 a'thing fhould be-fo‘much as‘frppofed. "Then, all the re-. 


a rom you to came afxrwardt ; none to bedhewn. 
efore; mutt, I fhould think, be capable of bemg con- 
‘firued, as a-campliment tothe bufhard, made at theex- 
pence of'the w7fe"s delicacy. “ee 2 ie nH 
‘There is no fear that attempts could ‘be:forme+ by the 


" mott audacious, [two Lovelaces there carmoebe '} upen a. 


character fo revered for virtue, and‘ fo'charmingly f{pirited. 


as Mifs Howe's: Yer,,to have any man encouraged to def- 


pile. 
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- pife a hufband by the example of one who is molt con- 
cerned to do him honour ; what, my dear, think you of 
that ?—It is but too natural for envious men (and who that 
knows Mifs Howe, will not envy Mr. Hickman ?) to {coff 
at, and to jeft upon thofe who are treated with, or. will 


bear indignity from a woman. If aman {0 treated, have ~ 


a true and ardent love for the woman he addreffes, he 
will be eafily over-awed by her difpleafure ; And this 
will put him upon atts of {ubmiffion, which will be called 
meannefs. And what woman of true fpirit would like to 
have it faid, that fhe would impofe any thing upon the 
man, from whom fhe one day expected protection and de- 
fence, that fhould be capable of being conftrued as a mean- 
nefs, or unmanly abjeétnefs in his behaviour, even to hey- 
-felf ?—-Nay, I am-not fure, and J afk it of you, my dear, 
to refolve me, whether in your own opinion, it is not 
likely, that a woman of fpirit will de/pife rather than value 
more, the man who will take patiently an infult at her 
hands ; efpecially te campany ? 1S sac 
I have always obferved, Kah prejudices in disfavour of 
a perfon, at his firft appearance, fixdeeper, and are much 
more difficult to be removed whan fixed, than prejudices 
in favour : Whether owing to envy, or to that malig- 
nant principle fo eminently vifible in little minds, which 
_ makes them with to bring down the more worthy charac- 
ters to their own low level, I pretend not to determine. 
When once, therefore, a woman of your good fenfe gives 
‘room to the world, to think fhe has not an high opinion 
of the /over, whom, neverthelefs, the entertains, it will 
be very difficult for her afterwards, to make that world 
think fo well as fhe would have it, of the Jusband fhe has 
chofen. | 
Give me leave to obferve, that to condefcend with dig- 
nity, and to command with fuch kinduefs, and /weetne/s of 
manners, as fhould let the condefcenfion, while fingle, be 
feen and ackpowleged, are points, Which a wife woman, 
knowing ber man, fhould aim at: And a wife woman, I 
fhould think, would choofe to live fingle.all her life, ra- 
ther than give herfelf to a man, whom fhe thinks unwor- 
thy of a treaument fo noble, 7 ame 
‘But 
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But when a woman lets her lover fee, that fhe has the 
generofity to approve of and reward a well-meant fer- 
vice; that fhe has a mind that lifts her above the little 
on follies, which fome (too licentioufly, I hope) at- 
tribute to the fex in general : That fhe refents not (if ever 
fhe thinks fhe has reafon to be difpleafed) with petulance, 
or through pride : Nor thinks it neceffary to infift upon 
little points, to come at or fecure great ones, perhaps not 
proper to be aimed at : Nor leaves room to fuppofe fhe 
has fo much caufe to doubt -her own merit, as to put the 
love of the man fhe intends to favour, upon difagrceable or 
arrogant tryals: But lets reafon be the principal guide of 
her actions :—She will then never fail of that true refpect, 
of that finceré’ veneration, which fhe wifhes to meet with ; 


and which will ‘make her judgment, after marriage, con- 


fulted, fometimes with a preference to a man’s Own, at 
other times, asa pie Soe confirmation of it, . ; 

And fomuch, my beloved Mifs Howe, for this fubject 
wow, and I dare fay, forever! 

I will begin another letter by-and-by, and fend botk 
together.—-Mean time, Iam, &'c._ | | 
_ Inthe promifed next letter the lady acquaints Mifs Howe with Mr. 

-Brand’s Report ; with her fifter’s propofals either that the will 
go abroad, or profecute Mr. Lovelace ; fhe complains of the fe- 

- ‘vere -letter-of' her uncle Antony and her fier ; but in milder 

- terms than they deferved.. ' Bice 
She fends her Dr. Lewen's letter, and the copy of her anfwer to it. 
She tells her of the difficulties the had been under to avoid feeing 

‘Mr. Lovelace. Gives her the contents of the letter the wrote to 
- him: Is afraid, the fays, that it is a ftep that is not ftriftly right, 
| “ allegory and metaphor be not allowable to one in her circum- 
She informs her of her coufin Morden’s arrival and readinefs to take 
her part with her relations ; of his defigned interview with Mr. 
-’ Lovelace ; and tells her what her apprehenfions are upon it. — 
She gives her the purport of the converfation between her aunt 
Hervey and Mrs, Norton. And then adds : 


Bat were they ever fo favourably inclined to me now, 
what cart they do for me ? I wifh, and that for their fakes 
more than for my own, that they would yet relent—But 
I am very ill—I muft drop my Pen—-A fudden Faintnels 


-overfpreads my heart—Excufe my crooked writing l= 


Adieu, my dear tl Adieu Y 


Three 
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of Ebreeo cfock, Friday. 

_ Once more, I refume my pen, I thought I had taker 
my laft farewell of you. I never was fo very oddly affected : 
Something that feemed totally to overwhelm my faculties 
~~—I dan’t know how to defcribe it !—I believe I do 
amifs in writing fo much, and taking too much upon me : 
But an aftive mind, tho’ clouded by bodily. illnefs, can- 
notbe idle. = . ; 

: Til fee if the air, and a difcontinued: attention wif 
help me,—But if i¢ will not, don’t be concerned for.me, 
my dear !—I fhall be happy. Nay,.I am more fo already,. 
than of late I thought I could ever be in this life. —¥et 
how this dedy clings eHow it incumbers ! wo 
: ds . Sevenaclock. 

. I.could not fend this letter away with ‘fo. melancholy 
an ending, as you would have thought it. So. I deferred 
clofing it, tl] I faw how I fhould be on-my retusn from: 
gny airisig: And now I mutt fay, F am quite another thing : 
So alert !--that I could preceed:with.as much fpirit as.F 
begun, and .add ‘more -preachment to your iy ee 
if I had not written more-than enough upon it already. 
, L-with, you would let me give you and Mr. Hickman 
Joy... Do, ..my dear !—I Should take fome. to. myje/f, if” 
pouwould, = 7 00 Fig fie PE a2 
---My‘réfpeétful-compHments to alf your fiends;:2s:-well to- 
thofe I haye the honour to know, 'as tothofe I donot'know. 


_ IT wave juft now been. furprized.with.a letter. from one: 
‘whom I long ago gave’ up all thoughts of hearing-from. 
‘From Mr. Wyerley. TV’ wilt inclofe‘it.’ You'll be fur- 
aprized at it, as-much as I was. This feems to be aman: 

whom I mighs have reclaimed. But I could-not Jove him. 

_ Yet T hope I never treated him with ant ra - Indeed, . 

“thy dear, if Tam not tgo partial tomylelf, [think Fre- 

_ fufed him with more gentlenef, than you retain fomebody- 

velfe, And this recollection gives me lefs pain than E-hould. 

_ have had in the other cafe, on receiving this inftance of'a 

pony that affects me. fF will alfo-inclofe the rough: 

‘draught of my anfwer, as foon as I have tranfcribed-xt.- 

. _ If I begin another fheet, I fhall write to the end of-it :. 
Wherefore L will only add, my prayers for your sais 7 

. and: 
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and profperity, and for a long, long, happy life ; and that, 
when it comes to be wound up, you may be as calin and 
as eafy at quitting it, as I hope in God I thallbe. Who 


, am, and will be, to the lateft moment, ' 


Your truly afeBionate and obliged Servant, 
ks ain tes Ct, Hariowe, 
| LETTER XVI. | 

Mr, Wyxnarsy, ‘Yo MifsCrarissa Hartowe: 
_. Deareft Madam, — —— Weduefday, Aug.23. 
VY OU will be farprifed.to find renewed, at this diftance 
"of time,-an addrefs fo pofitively ‘tho’ fo politely dif- 
couraged: Bat, however it be received, I muf renew it. 
Every body has heard, that you have been vilely treated by 
a man, whi, to creat you ill, mutt be the vileft of men. Every 
body -knews your joft refentmient of his-bafe treatment ; 
That you are determined never. to be reconciled to him; | 

And that Do perhft in thefe fentiments d4gainft all the in- 
treaties of lis noble relations, againft all the prayers and 
repentance of his ignoble felf, And all the world that have 
‘the honpurto know yeu, or have heard of six, applaud your 


: #@folution, as-worthy of yourfelf; worthy of your virtue, 


and ‘a that ftria — ae ‘always attributed, te 
you by everyone whofpoke of. you... 
- Bat, Madam, were.all the world to have been of.a dif- 
ferent opinion, it could never have altered mine. I ever 
loved you; I ever mz/t love you. Yet have I endeavoured 
to refign to my hard fate. When I had fo many ways, in 
Vain, fought to move you in my favour, I fat down, {eem- 
ingly contented. I even. wrote to you, that I qwos/d fit 
down contented. And I endeavoured to make all my 
friends and companions think I was. But ne body knows 
what parts this {dlf-denial coft me! In vain did the chace, 
im vain. did travel, in vain did lively company, dffer them- - 


_ Selves : Tho’ embraced each in its turn, yet with redoubled - 


force did my paffion for you bring on my unhappinefs, 
when I looked into.myfelf, into my own heart ; for there 


ay eee ese fit inthroned ; abd you ingroffed 
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I truly deplore thofe misfortunes; and thofe'fufferings,: 
for your own fake 3 which, neverthelefs, encoerage me to 
renew my bold hope. JI know not particulars. I dare not 


Inquire after them; becaufe my fufferings would bein- - 
creafed with the knowlege of what yours have been. &: 
therefore defire not to know more than what.common re-. 
ort wounds my ears.with; and whef.is given me to know,’ 
y your abfence from your cruel family, and-from: the fa- . 


cred place, where I, among numbers of your rejeéted ade 
mirers, ufed ta-be twice a week {ure to behold you, doing 


credit to that fervice, of which your example gave me the : 


higheft notions.. But whatewer be thofe misfortunes, of. 


whatfoever nature thofe fufférings, I hall blefs. the o¢cafion - 


for my own fake, (tho’ fof yexry curfe. the author of them) 
if they may give-me the anefs to. know, .that.this my 


renewed addrefs may not be abfolutely rejected. Only.give- 


me hope, that it may one day meet with encouragement, 


if inthe interim nothing happen, either-in my. morals or . 
behaviour, to give you frefh:offence. Give me but hope 


of thiss=Not abfolutely to reje& me is all the hope I afk 


for; and I will love you, if poffible, ftill more thanI ever © 


loved-you—And that for your fufferings; for. well you de. - 


ferve to-be loved, even to adoration, who.¢an; for honour 
and for, virtue’s fake, .fubdue a pafien which common f{pi- 
rits (I {peak by cruel. experience) find invincibles and thi 


at a time when the black offender kneels and fupplicates,,. — 


as I-am well affured he does, (all his friends likewife fup- 
plicating for him) to be forgiven. 


That you cannot forgive him; not forgive him fo as to. 
receive him again.to favour, is no wonder. His offence . 


is againft virtue: That is a part of ydur effence-—What 
magnanimity is this! How juét to yourfelf, and to your 
fpotlefs character! Is it any merit to admire more than 
ever fo exalted a diftinguifher ? It is not. I cannot plead it. 

- What hope have I left, may it be faid, when my ad- 
drefs was before rejected, now, that your fufferings, fo 
nobly borne, have, with all good judges, exalted your cha- 


racter? Yet, Madam, I have to pride myfelf in this, That 


while your friends, (not looking upon yau in the juft light: 
I do) perfecute and banifh you; while your fortune and. 
" éftate is with-held from you, and threatened (as I Arow) 

I to 
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to be with-held, as loug as the chicaning Law, or rather 
the chicaneriers . of :its pratticers, can keep it from you: 
While you are'deftitute of protection ; every body ftanding 
aloof, either thro’ fear of the injurer of one family, or of 
the hard-hearted of the other; I pride myfelf, I fay, to 
ftand forth, and offer my fortune, and my life, at your 
devotion: With a. /2/if hope indeed: I thould be too 
great an: hypocrite not to‘own this: And I know how 
much you abhor infincerity. oo an 
__ But, whether you encourage that hope or not, accept 
my beft fervices, I befeech. you, Madam : And be pleafed 
to excufe me ‘fora piece of hone ftart, which the nature of 
the cafe, (doubting the honour of your notice otherwife) 
makes me choofe to conclude with—Ic is this : - 

Tf€ I am tobe ftill' the moft unhappy of men, let your 
pen, by: one Hae, tell me fo. If I am permitted to indulge’: 
3 hope, however diftant, your f/ence thall be deemed by 
me, the happieft indication of it that you can pive=~Ex- 
cept that fi// happier—(the happieft that ca” befal me) a 
fignification that you will accept the tender of that life and 
fortune, which it would be my pride, and my glory, to 
facrifice in your fervice, leaving the reward to your/el/. 

_ Be your determination as it may, I muft for ever ad- 
mire and love you: Nor will I ever change my condition, 
while you live, whether you change yours or not: For, 
having once had the prefumption to addrefs Yox, I cannot 
ftoop.to think of any other woman: And this I fotemnly 
declare in the prefence of that God, whom I daily pray to 
blefs and proteét you, be your determination what it will 

with regard to, deareft Madam, . | 


Your mofi devoted and ever-affeé ionate and oes batalla 
| | ALEXANDER 


YERLEY: 


LETTER XIX, 

Mifs Cr. Hartows, To ALEX. WYERLEY, Efy; 
SIR, + .. . Sat. Aug. 26.° — 
SHE generofity of your purpofe would have com- | 
manded not only my notice, bat my thanks, altho’ 

you had sof given me the alternative you are pleafed to 


call 
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call artfy/. And I do therefore give you my. thanks for 
your kind letter. : ig 

At the time you diftinguifhed me by your favourable 
Opinion, I told you, Sir, that my choice was the fingle life. 
And moft fraly did I tell you fo. 

When that was not permitted me, and I looked round 
ypon the feveral gentlemen who had been propofed to me, 
and had reafon to believe that there was not one of them 
againft whofé morals or principles’ there lay not fome exe 
ception, it would not have been mach to be wondered at, if 
Fancy had been allowed to give'a preference, -where 
JuvGmentT was at a lofs to determine. - a 

Far be it from mé to fay this with a d to- upbraid 
you, Sir, or to rele&t upon you. F always withed you well. 
You had reafon to think I did. You had the generofity to 
be pleafed with the franknefs of my behaviour to you ; as 
T had with that of yours to mie: And I am fofry to be now 
told, that: the acquiefcence you obliged me with, gave yeu 
fo much pain. | ate 
_ Had the option I have mentioned been allowed me e/- 
terwards, (as I not only wifhed but propofed) things had 
pip ae that did ears But there was a kind of 
fatality, by which our whole family was impelled, as I may 
fay ;. and which none of us were itted to avoid. But 
this is.a fubject that cannot be dwelt upon. 

’” As matters are, I-have only to-wifh, for your own fake, 
that yeu will encourage and cultivate thofe good motions 
in your mind, to which many paffages in your kind and 
generous letter now before me, muft beowing. De 
upon it, Sir, that fuch motions wrought into habit, will 
yield you pleafure at a time when nothing ele can. And 
at prefent, fhining out in your actions and converfation, 
will commend you to the worthieft of our Sex. For, Sir, 
the man who-is good upon cheice, as well as by education, 
has that quality in himfelf, which ennoblesthe human race, 
and ewe the moft dignified by birth-or rank ase 
ignoble. 

: As to the refolutien you fo folemnly make not to marry 
while [ live, I fhould te concerned at it, were I not mo- 
rally fure, that you may keep it, and yet not be detri- 
mented by it. Since a few, a very few days, will con- 

a ' vince 
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vince yéu,: that Iam got above all human dependences 
and that there js no need of that prern and favour, 
which you fo-generoufly offer to, Sir, 

Your obtiged Well-wifher , and bumble Servant, 
7 ae Cr. Harzowe. 


LETTER xXx... 


ae ; Mr, Lovanace, To J. Betrorp, Efe 
i nae . Monday noon, Aug. 28. — 


-f\’ BOUT the time of poor Belton’s mterrment laft 
A night, as near as we could guefs, Lord M, Mowbray 
and myfelf toafted once,.To the eremery of boneft Tom Belton ; 
and, by a quick tranfition to the living, Health to Mifs 
Harfee ; which Lord M. obligingly began, and, Jo the 
bappy recoxcihiation ; ard then we ftuck in a remembrance 
Yo bone? F ack Belford, who, of late, we.all agreed, was be- 
eome an ufefal and humane man; preferring his friend’s 
fervicetohisown. = « — : | : 
' -But what is the meaning I hear nothing from thee, (2)? — 
And why doft. thou not Jet me into the grounds of the 
fadden reconciliation between my beloved and her friends, 
and: the carfe of:the gengrous invitation which fhe gives 
ine of attending her at hey father’s {ome time hence? =“ 

Thou matt certamly haye been let into the fecret by this 
time ; and I can: tell thee, I hall be plaguy jealous, if 
there be any one thing pafs between my Angel and Thee, 
that is to be.concealed from me. For either I am a prin- 
éipalin this caufe, or I am nothing: | have difpatched 

Will. to ‘know the reafon of thy neglect.. 

' But, let mewhifper a word or two in thy ear. I begin 
to be afraid, after allt, that this letter was a ftratagem 
to fe me out of town, and for nothing elfe: for, in the 
firft place, Tourville, in a letter I received this morning, 
tes me, thatthe lady is actually very i—[I am forry 
for it with all my foul!] This, thou'lt fay, I may think 
a reafon, why fhe cannot /er out as yet: But then, I have 
heard, on the other hand, but laft night, that the family is 
as implacable as ever ; and my Lord and I expect this very 
afternoon a vifit from Colonel Morden ; who undertakes, 

Vou. VII. E . 2 it 

“(a) Mr. Belford had not yet fent him his laft-written letter, Hy _ 

geafon for which fee p, 44, 45. 


74 ~The History of. 


it feems, to queftion me. as to my intention with regard to 
his. coufin. : ; 2 ue 

This convinces me, that if fhe das apprifed them.of my 
offers to her, they will not believe me to be in earneft, tll 
they are affured that I am fo from my ownmouth. And 
then I underitand, that the intended vifit is an officioufnefs 
of Morden’s own, without the defire of any of her friends. 

Now, Jack, what can a man make of all this? My in- 
telligence as to the continuance of her family’s impla- 
cablenefs is not to be doubted; and yet when I read her 
letter, what can one fay? Surely, the dear little rogue-will 
not lie! aa 

I never knew her difpenfe with her word, but once: And 
that was, when fhe promifed to forgive me, after the dread- 
ful fire that had like to have happened at our mother’s, and 
yet would not fee me next day, and afterwards made her 
cfcape to Hamftead, in order to avoid forgiving the: And 
as fhe feverely fmarted for this departure, from her ho- 
nour given (for it is a fad thing for good people to break 
their word, when it is in their power to keep it) one would 
not expect, that fhe fhouJd fet about deceiving again ; more 
efpecially by the premeditation of writing. You, perhaps, 
will afk, What honeft man is ye to keep his promife 
with a highwayman? for well 1 know your unmannerly 
way of making comparifons: But I fay, every honeft man 
is—And I will give you an illuftration. 

Here is a marauding varlet, who demands your money, 
with his piftol at your breaft.. You have neither money nor 
valuable effeéts about you ; and promife folemnly, if he 
will {pare your life, that you will {end him an agreed-upon 
fum, by-fuch a day, to fucha place.. The queition is, If 
your life is not in the fellow’s power? 

How he came by the power is another question ; for 
which he muft anfwer with dis life, when caught—fo he 
runs rifque for rifque. | 

Now if he gives you your /ife, does he not give, think 
you, a valuable confideration for the money you engage 
your honour to fend him? If not, the fum muft be exor- 
bitant, or your life is a very paltry one, even in your. 
own opinion, . 

| I 
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I need not make the application ; and I am fure, that 
even thou thyfelf, who never {pareft me, and thinkeft thou 
knoweft my heart by thy own, canft not pofibly put: the 
cafe in a ftronger light againft{ime.  . 


’ -'Then, why do good people take upon themfelves to. 


cenfure, as they do, perfons /e/s {crupulous than them- 
felves? Is it not becaufe the latter allow themfelves in any 
liberty, in order to carry a point? And can my not doing : 
my duty, warrant another for not doing 4is? Thou wile: 
not fay it can. 5 : 

And how would it found, to put the cafe as ftrongly | 
once more, as my greateft enemy would put it, both as to. 
fa@ and in words: Here has that profligate wretch Love-_ 
lace broken his vow with and deceived Mifs Clariffa Har- 
lowe—A vile fellow ! would an enemy fay: But it is Zhe 
him. But when it comes to be faid, that the pious Mifs 
Clariffa Harlowe has broken her word with and deccived 
Lovelace ; Good Lord! would every onc fay! Sure it 
cannot be! a 

Upon my foul, Jack, fuch is the veneration I have. for 
this admirable woman, that Iam fhocked barely at putting 
the cafe; and fo wilt thou, if thou refpecteft her as thou 
oughteft : For thou knoweft, that men and women all the 
world over, form their opinions of one another, by cach 
perfon’s profeffions and known practices. In ‘this lady 
therefore it would be as unpardonable to tell a wilful un- 
truth, as it would be itrange if I kept my word.—In Love- 
cafes, I mean; for as to the reft, I am an honeft moral © 
man, as all who know me can teftify. | 

And what, after all, would this lady deferve, if fhe has 
deceived me in this cafe ? For did fhe not fet me prancing. 
away upon Lord M’s beft nag, to Lady Sarah’s, and to 
Lady Betty’s, with an erect and triumphing countenance, 
to fhew them her letter to me? And J have received their 
congratulations upon it: Well, and now, Coufin Lovelace, 
cries one; Well and now, coufin Lovelace, cries t’other ; 
I hope you'll make the beft of hufbands to fo excellent and 
fo forgiving a lady ! And now we fhall foon have the plea- 
fure of looking upon you as a reformed man, added orc ! 
And now we alt fee you in the way we have fo long 
wifhed you to be in, exulted the other! Y 

: E 2 iy 
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‘My coufins Montague alfo have been ever fince rejoicing 
in the new relationfhip. Their charming coufin, and their 
lovely coufin, at every word f==-And how dearly they will 
love her 1—Whiat leffons will they take from her !—And 
yet Charlotte, who pretends to have the eye of an eagle, 
was for finding out fome myftery in the ftyle and man- 
ner, till I overbore her, and laughed her out of it, 

As for Lord M. he has been in hourly expectation of 
being fent to with prupofals of one fort or other from the 
Harlowes: And ftill will have it, that fuch propofals will 
be made by Colonel Morden when he comes; and that 
the Harlowes only put on a face of irreconcileablenefs, 
till they know the iflue of Morden’s vifit, in order to make 
the better terms with us. | 

Indeed, if I had not undoubted reafon, as I faid, to be- 
lieve the continuance of their antipathy to me, and im- 

lacablenefs to 4er, ‘I fhould be apt to think there might 
Ee fome foundation for my Lord’s conje€ture ; for there 
is a curfed deal of low cunning in all that family, except 
in the angel of it, who has fo much generofity of foul, 
that fhe defpifes cunning, both name and thing. . 

What I mean by all This, is, to let thee fee, what a 
ftupid ay I fhould make to all my own family, if my 
Clariffa has been capable, as Gulliver in his abominable - 
Yahoo-ftory phrafes it, of faying the hing that is not. By 
my foul, Jack, if it were only that I fhould be owswitied 
by fuch a novice at plotting, and that it would make me > 
look filly to my kinfwomen here, who know I value my- 
{elf upon my contrivances, it would vex me to the heart ; | 
and I would inftantly clap a feather-bed into a coach and 
fix, and fetch her away, fick or well, and marry her at my 

1 a@fure.— 
But Col. Morden is come, andI muft break off. 


LETTER XXL 
Mr, Betrorp, To Ropert Loverace, E/a; 
Monday Night, Aug. 28. 
Doubt you will be. all impatience, that you have not 
[ heard trom me fince mine of Thurfday laft. You would - 
ve ftill more fo, if you knew that I had by me a letter 
ready-written. : 
i 


Mf; Clariffa Harlowe. 77 
I went early yefterday morning to Epfom ; and found 


every thing difpofed according to.the direCuons I had left 
on Friday ; and at night the folemn office was performed. 


-Tourville was there; and behaved very decently, and 
_with greater concern than I thought he would ever have 


expreifed for any body. | ae 

“Thom:fine, they told me, in a kind of difguife, was 
in an obfcure pew, out of curiofity (for it feems the was 
far from fhewing any tokens of grief) to fce the lait ottice 
performed for the man whofe heart fhe had fo largely con- 
tributed to. break. 

I was obliged to ftay till this afternoon, to fettle feverak 
necefiary maiters, and to direct inventories to be taken, 
in order for appraifement ; for every thing is to be turned 
into money, by his will) I prefented his fiftcr with the. 
100 guineas the poor min jefe me as his executor, and 
defired her to continue in the houfe, and take the direction 
of every thing, till I could hear from his nephew at An- ° 
tigua, who is 4eir at Jaw. He had left her but 50/. altho’ 
he knew her indigence; and that it was owing to a vile 
hufband, and not to herfelf, that the was indigent. 

- The poor man left about z00/. in money, and 2c0/, 
in two Eaft-India bonds; and I will contrive, if I can, to 
make up the poor woman’s 5o/, and my 100 guineas, 200/. 
to her; and then fhe will have fome little matter coming 
m certain, which I will oblige her to keep out of the 
hands of a fon, who has compleated that ruin which his 
father had very near effected. | 

I gave Tourville his zo/. and will fend you and Mow- 
bray yours by the firft order. And fo much for poor Bel- 
ton’s affairs till I fee you. 

I got to town in the evening, and went directly to. 
Smith’s. I found Mrs. Lovick and Mfs. Smith in the 
back-fhop, and I faw they had been both in tears. They 
rejoiced to fee me, however, and told me, that the dottor 
and Mr. Goddard were but juft gone ; as was alfo the 
worthy clergyman, who often comes to pray by her ; and 
all three were of opmion, that fhe would hardly live to, 
fee the entrance of another week. I was not fo much fur- 
eae as grieved; for I had: feared as much when I left 

r on Saturday. | 
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I fent up my compliments ; and the returned, that the 


would take it for a favour if I would call upon her in the 


morning, by eight o’clock. Mrs. Lovick told me, ‘That 
fhe had fainted away on Saturday, while fhe was writing, 
as fhe had done likewife the day before; and having re- 
ceived benefit then by a little turn in a chair, fhe was car- 
ried abroad again. She returned fomewhat better ; and 
wrote till late; yet had a pretty good night ; and went to 
Covent-garden church in Me morning : But came home fo 
ul, that fhe was obliged to he down.” i 

_ When fhe arofe, feeing how much grieved Mrs. Lovick 
and ivirs. Smith were for her, fhe made apologies for the 
trouble fhe gave them—You were happy, faid fhe, before 


- Tcame hither. It was a cruel thing in me to come among 


honeit itrangers, and to be fick, and die with you. 

When they touched upon the irreconcileablenefs of her 
friends, fhe faid, She had ill offices done her to them, and 
they did not know how ill fhe was, nor would they be- 
lieve any thing fhe fhould write. But yet fhe could not 
but fometimes think it a little hard, that fhe fhould have 


fo many near and dear friends living, and not one to look 


upon her=-No old fervant, no old friend, fhe faid, to be 


permitted -to come near her, without being fure of in- 


‘ curring difpleafure ; and to have fuch a great work to go 


thro” by herfelf, a young creature as fhe was, and to have 
every thing to think of as to her temporal matters, and to 
order, to her very interrment! No dear mother, faid fhe, 


to pray by me and blefs me !—No kind fifter to footh and, 


confort me!—But come, faid fhe, how do I know but all 
is for the beft—If I can but make a right ufe of. the dif- 


~ penfation?——Pray for me, Mrs. Lovick—Pray forme, Mrs. 


Smith, that I may—TI have great need of your prayers. — 


‘ This cruel man has difcompofed me. His perfecutions 


have given me a pain juft here—putting her hand to her 


~ 


~ heart. Whata ftep has he made me take to avoid him fom 


Who can touch pitch, and not be defiled? He has made a 
bad fpirit take poffeffion of me, I think—Broken in upon 


-all my duties. And will not yet, I doubt, let me be at‘reft. 


Indeed he is very cruel.—But, this is one of my trials, I 
believe. By God's grace I fhall be eafier to-morrow, and 


- efpecially if I have no more of his tormentings, and if I can 
_ can get a tolerable night. And I will fit up tll eleven, that 


I -may. ' 


: 
{ 
| 
| 
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She faid, That tho’ this was fo heavy a day with her, 
fhe was at other times, within thefe few days paft efpeci- 
ally, bleffed with bright hours ; and particularly, that fhe 
had now-and-then fuch joyful affurances ( which fhe 
hoped were not prefumptuous ones ) that God would re- 
ceive her to his mercy, that fhe could hardly contain her- 
felf, and was ready to thmk herfeif above this earth while 
fhe was in it: And what, inferred fhe to Mrs. Lovick, mutt 
be the ftate itfelf, the very afpirations after which, have. 
often caft a beamy light thro’ the thickeft dariencls: and 
when I have been at the loweft ebb, have difpelled the 


_ black clouds of defpondency '—~As I hope they foon will 


this {pirit of repining. 

She had a pretty good night, it feems, and this morning 
went in a chair to St: Dunftan’s church.. 

The chairmen ‘told: Mrs, Smith, . that after prayers (for 
fhe did not retarn ‘till between nine and ten) they carried 
her to a houfe in Fleet-ftreet, where they never waited on 
her before. And where dof think this was ?—Why, ‘to 
an Undertaker’s ! Good God! what a woman is this ! She 
went into the back-fhop, and:talked with the matter of it 
about half‘ an hour, and came from him with great fere- 
nity ; he waiting upon her to her chair with a refpectful 
countenance, but full of. curiofity and ferioufnefs. 

: "Tis evident, that fhe then went to befpeak her box/e 
that the talked of (2).—A5 foon as you can, Sir, were her, 
words to him as fhe got into‘the chair. Mrs. Smith told 
me this with the fame furprize, and grief, that I heard it. 

She was fo illin the afternoon, having got cold either 
= a Donftan’s or at chapel, that fhe fent for-the clerey- 

oe by her ; and the women, unknown to her, 
font both for Dr. H..and Mr. Goddard : Who were jut 
gone, as I told you, when I came to pay my refpetts to 
her this evening. 

‘And thus I have recounted from the good women what, 


“paffed to this night fince my abfence. 


I long for to-morrow, that I may fee her: And yet “tis 
fach.a melancholy longing, as ] never peencet » and 
know not siete to deferibe. 

mo Tucfday, Aug. 29. 
7 i Was at Smith’s at half an hour after feven. Bod 
E 4 
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told me, that the lady was gone in a chair to St. Dun- 
{tan’s ; but was better than fhe had been in either of the 
two preceding days; and faid to Mrs Lovick and Mrs. 
Smith, as fhe went into the chair, I have a goed deal ta 
anfwer for to you, my good friends, for we be ae ith, 
converiation of laf night. . 

If, Mrs. Lovick, fuid the {miling, I have no new mat- 
ters to diicompofe me, I believe my fpirits wu hold out: 
purely. 

She returned inamediately after prayers. 

Mr. Belford, faid fhe, as fhe entered the back-fhop where 
I was, and upon my approaching her, I am very glad to 
Sec you. You have been performing for your poor friend 
kind laft office: ’Tis not long ago, fince-you did the fatne 
fora near relation. Is it nota little hard upon you, that 
thefe troubles. fhould fall fo thick to your lot? But they 
are charitable ofices : And it is a praife to your humanity, 

that poor dying people know not where to choofefo well. 

I told her I was iorry to hear the had been fo ill finee I 
had the honour to attend her ; but rejoiced to find, that- 
now fhe feemed a good deal better. 

It will be fometimes better, and fometimes worle, re-. 
plied the, with poor creatures, when they are balancing: 
between life and death. But no more of thefe matters juit. 
now. I hope, Sir, you'll breakfaft with me. I was quite 
vapourifh yefterday. I had a very bad {pirit upon me.- 
Had. I not, Mrs. Smith ? But I hope I fhali be no more fo, 
And to-day I am perfeétly ferene. This st rifes upon. 
me as if it would be a bright one. 

She defired me to walk up, and invited Mr: Senith and: 
his wife, and Mrs. Lovick alfo, to breakfat with her. I, 
was better pleafed with her livelinefsthan with-ber looks. ; 

The good people retiring after breakfaft, the following 
converfation paffed between us. ; 

Pray, Sir, ie me afk you, faid fhe, if you think I may 
promife myfelf that I fhall be no more moleited by your 
- friend? 

I hefitated: For how could I anfwer for fach a man ? 

‘What fhall I do, if he comes again? — You fee how . 
lam. —I cannot. fly from him now —IJf he has any ty 
lett for the poor creature whom he has thus reduced, let hi 

: et 
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not come. —-But have you heard from him lately? And 
will he come ? 

I hope not, Madam ; I have not heard from him fince 
Thurfday laf, that he went out of town, rejoicing in.the 
hopes your letter gave him of a reconciliation between 
your friends and you, and that he might in good time fee 
you at your father’s ; and he is gone down to give all his. 
friends joy of the news, ahd is in high {pirits upon it. 

‘Alas for me ! I fhall then furely have him come up to © 
perfecute me again ! As foon as he difcovers that That was 
only a ftratagem to keep him away, he will come up ; and 
who knows but even zow he is upon the road? I thought 
I was fo bad, that I fhould have been dut of liis and every 
body’s way before now ; for I expected not, that this con- 
trivance would ferve me above two or three days; and by 
this time he muft have found out, that Iam not fo happy 
as to have any hope of a reconciliation with my family ; 
and then he will come, if it be only in revenge for what ~ 
he will think a deceit. | | 

I believe I looked furprifed to hear her confefs that 
her letter was a fratagem only; fot fhe faid, You wonder, 
Mr. Belford, f obferve, that 1 could be guilty of fuch an 
artifice. Idoubt it isnot right: But how could I feeaman - 
who had fo mortally injured me ; yet, pretending forrow 
for his crimes, and wanting to fee me, could behave with 
fo much fhocking levity, as he did to the honeft people of 


‘ the honfe ? Yet, tis ftrange too, that neither you nor he 


found out my meaning on perufal of my letter. You have 
feen what I wrote, no doubt ? : 

I have, Madam. And then I began to account for it, 
as an innocent artifice. | 
_ Thus far indeed, Sir, it is ignocent, that I meant him 
no hurt, and had a right to the effect I hoped for from it ; 
and he had none to invade me. But have yon,. Sir, that 
letter of his, in which he gives you (as I fuppofe he docs) 
the copy of mine ? | | 

I have, Madam. And pulled it out of my letter-cafe : 
But hefitating—Nay, Sir, faid fhe, be pleafed to read my 
letter to yourfelf—I defire not ta fee 4is-—and {ce if you 
can be longer-a ftranger to a meaning fo obvious. 

T read it to myfelf—.Indeed, Madam, I can find nothing 
but that you are going down to Harlowe-place to be re- 

E conciled: 
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conciled to your father and other friends: And Mr. Love. 
lace prefumed that a letter from your fifter, which he faw 
brought when he was at Mr. Smith’s, gave you the wel- 
come news of it. | OO 
_ She then explained all'to me,and that, as F may fay, in fix 
words——A re/igicus meaning is couched under it, and that’s 
the reafon that neither you nor I could find it out, 

Read but for my father’s houfe, Heaven, faid fhe , and 
for the interpofition of my dear bleffed friend, fuppofe the 
‘Mediation shay Saviour ; which I humbly rely upon ; and 
all the reft of the letter will be accounted for. 

_ Tread it fo, and ftood aftonifhed for a minute at her in- 
_ vention, her piety, her charity, and at thine and my own 

ftupidity, to be thus taken in. _ 
' And now, thou vile Lovelace, what haft thou to do, 
(the lady all confiftent with herfelf, and no hopes left for 
thee) but to hang, drown, or fhoot thyfelf, for an out- 
witted triumpher ? | | 

My furprize being-a little ovér, fhe proceeded: As to 
the letter that came from my filler while your friend was 
here, you will /oox fee, Sir, that it is the crueleft letter fhe 
ever wrote me. | 

And then fhe expreffed a deep concern for what might 
_ be the confequence of Col. Morden’s intended vifit to you ; 
and befought me, that if now, or at any time hereafter, I 
had opportunity to prevent any further mifchief, without 
' detriment or danger to myfelf, I would do it. 

I affured her of the moft particular attention to this 
and to all her commands ; and that in a manner fo agree- 
able to her, that fhe invoked a blefing upon me for my 
goodnefs, as fhe called it, to a defolate creature who fuf- 
fered under the worft of orphanage ; thofe were her words. 

She then went back to her firtt fubject, her uneafinefs 
for fear of your molefting her again ; and faid, If you have 
any influence over him, Mr. Belford, prevail upon him, 
that he will give me the affurance, that the fhort ramain- - 
der of my time fhall be all my own. I have need of it. 
Indeed I have. Why will he wifh to interrupt me in my 
duty ? Has he not punifhed me enough for my preference 
of him to all his {ex ? Has he not deftroyed mv fame and 
my fortune? And will not his caufelefs vengeance upon 
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me be complete, unlefs-he ruins my foul too ?Excufe 
me, Sir, this vehemence! But indeed it greatly imports 
‘me, to know that I fhall be no more difturbed by him. 
And yet, with all this averfion, I would fooner give way 
to his vifit, tho’ I were to expire the moment I faw him, 
than to be the caufe of any fatal mifunderftanding between 
youandhim. © | : 

I affured her, that I would make fuch4a reprefentation 
of the matterto you, and of the ftate of her health, that I 
would undertake to an/wer for you, that you would not 
attempt to come near her. | : 

And for this reafon, Lovelace, do I lay the whole mat- 
ter before you, and defire you'will authorize me, as foon 
as this and ‘mine of Saturday laft come to your hands, to 
diffipate. her fears. 

This gave her a lictle fatisfagtion ; and then fhe faid, 
that had I nottold her I cou/d promife for you, fhe was de- 
termined, ill as fhe is, to remove fomewhere out of my 
knowlege as well as out of yours. And yet, to have been 
obliged to leave people I am but juft got acquainted with, 
faid the poor lady, and to have died ameng perfect ftran- 
gers, would have completed my hardfhips. | 
_ This converfation, I found, as well from the length, 
as the nature of it, had fatigued her; and feeing her 
change colour once or twice, I made that my excule, and 
took leave of her: Defiring her permiflion to attend her 


. in the evening; and as often as poffible ; for I could not 


help telling her, that every time I faw her, I more and 
“more confidered her as a beatified f{pirit ; and as one fent 
from heaven to draw me after her out of the miry gulph 
in which I had been fo long immerfed. 

And laugh at me, if thou wilt ; but it is true, that every 
time I approach her, I cannot but look upon her, as one 
juft entering into’ a companionhhip with faints and angels. 
This thought fo wholly poffeffed me, that I.could not help 


begging. as I went away, her prayers and her bleffing ; 
an 


that with the reverence due to an angel, and with an 

earneftnefs like That, which expecting intimates manifeil, 

when they feek to make an intercft with ‘a perfon, who is 

juft exalted into a prime degrée of power, by the favaur 
of his prince. | | s 

In the evening, fhe was fo low and weak, that I took 
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my leave of her, of lefs than a: quarter of an hour. 1 
went directly home. . Where, to the :pléafnre and wonder 
of my coofin and. her family, FE nédw pals mary ‘honeft 
evenings : Whichthey impute to your being out of town. 
I hail: difpatch my packet to-merrow morhing early 

. by my own fervant, to make you amends for the fufpence 
I muft have kept youin : You'll thank me for that, I hope; 
bat will not, I am fare, for fending: your fervant back 
without aletter, 2 of er ae 

I long for the particulars of the converfation between 
youand Mr. Morden : The lady, as I have hinted, is full 
of spprebenons about it. Send me back this packet when 
peruied, for I have not had either time or patience to take 
copy of it.—And I befeech you enable me to make good. 
my engagements to the poor lady that. you will not im 
vade her again. a ae 


LETTER XXII. 
Mr. Brerrorp, To Ropert Lovetace, E/g; 
| Wedusfday, Aug. 30. 
HAVE a converfation to give you that paffed be-. 
ji tween this admirable lady and Dr, H. which will fur- 
nish a new inftance of the calmnefs and ferenity with 
which fhe can talk of death, and prepare for it, as if it 
were an occurrence as familiar to her as drefling and un- 
drefling. oe . 
' As foon as I had difpatched my fervant to you with my 
letters of the 26th, 28th, and yefterday the 29th, I went 
to pay my duty to her, and had the pleafure te find her, 
after a tolerable night, pretty lively and chearful. She was. 
but juft retarned from her ufual devotions. And Doétor H. 
alighted as.fhe entered the door. ee 
After enquiring how fhe did, and hearing her com- 
plaints of fhortnefs of breath (which fhe attributed to 
inward decay, precipitated by her late haraflés, as well 
from her friends as from you) he was for advifing her to 
go into the air. | ae , -, 
What will that do for me, faid fhe? Tell me truly, 
good Sir, with a chearful afpect, (you know you cannot 
difturb me by it) whether now you do not put on the re 
| | phyfician ; 


ra 
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y fi¢ian ¢ antl, defpairing-that any thing in medicine wi 
Ap IREC,. savile me te-theasr, as the lait refonrce ?— Can 
you think the air will avail in fuch a melady as mine ? -- 
He wasfilent.  . re _—_ 
_ I afk, faid the, becaufe my friends (whg will pofibly 
fome time hence inquire after the means I ufed for my re- 
cavery) may be fatisfed that J omittdd nething whieh:{o 
worthy and {9 diilfal a phyfician prefcribed? eee 
_ The air, Madam, may poffibly help the difficulty of 
breatHing, which has fo lately attacked you, ~ -- 
But, Sir, you fee how weak Iam. . You muft {ee that I 
have been confuming from day to day ; and how, if I 
can judge by what I feelin myfelf, putting her hand to. 
her heart, I cannot continue long. If the atr would very 
probably add to my days, tho’ Iam far frem being de 
frrous to have them lengthened, I would go-into it-; and 
the rather, as I know Mrs. Lovick would kindly accom- 
pany me. But if I were te be at the trouble of remov- 
ing into new lodgings (a trouble which J think now would 
be too much for sie] and this only to ate in the country, I 
had rather the {cehe-were to be fhut up here. For here 
have I meditated the fpot, and the manner, and every 
thing, as well of the minuteft as of the higheft confequence, 
that can attend the folemn moments. So, Door, tell 
me truly, May I flay here, and be clear of any imputatiens 
of cartailing, thro’ wilfulnefs or impatiency, or thro’ 
refentments which I hope I am got above, a life that 
might otherwife be prolonged ?—Tell me, Sir, you are 
not talking: to a coward in this refpe& ; indeed you are 
not !—Unaffectedly fmiling. Se : 
The doctor turning to me, was at a lofs what to fay, 
lifting up his eyes only in admiration of her. i “e 
Never had any patient, faid fhe, a more indulgent and 
more humane phyician= But fince you are loth to anfwer 
my queftion dire€tly, I will put itm other words. You 
don’t zzjoia me to go into the air, Dettor, do you? -. 
_ Idoxet, Madam. Nor do'I now vifit you as a phyfi- 
cian; but as a perfon whofe converfation I admire, and 
whofe flifferings I condole. And to explain myfelf more 
directly, as tothe otcafion of this day’s vifit in particular, 
E moft td you, Madam, that, nnderftanding how much 
, you 
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you fuffer by the difpleafure of your friends ; and having 
no doubt, but that if they knew the way you are in, they 
would alter their conduct to you ; and believing it- muft cut 
them to the heart, when too late they fhall be informed of 
every thing; I have refolved to apprife them by letter (ftran- 
ger as I am to their perfons) how neceflary it is for fome 
of them to attend you very fpeedily. For ebeir fakes, 
Madam, let me prefs for your approbation of this meafure. 

She panfed, and at laft faid, This is kind, very kind, 
in you, Sir. But I hope that you do not think me fo per- 
iverfe, and fo obftinate, as to have left till now any means 
uneflayed, which I thought likely to move my friends in 
my favour. But now, Doétor, faid fhe, I fhould be too 
much difturbed.- at.their grief, if they were any of them 
to come or to fend to me : And, perhaps, if I found they 
ftill loved me, with to live ; and fo fhould quit unwil- 
lingly that life, which Iam now really fond of quitting, 
and hope to quit, as becomes a perfon who has had fuch 
a weaning-time as I have been favoured with. 

' I hope, Madam, faid J, we are not fo near as you ap- 
prehend, to that deplorable deprivation you hint at with 
fuch an amazing prefence of mind. And therefore 
I prefume to fecond the doétor’s motion, if it were only 
for the fake of your father and mother, that they may 
have the {atisfaction, if they muff lofe you, to think, they 
were firft reconciled to you. ' 

It is very kindly, very humanely confidered, faid fhe. 
Bat, if you thnk me not fo very near my laft hour; let 
me defire this may be poftponed till I fee what effet my 
coufin Morden’s mediation may have. Perhaps he may 
vouchfafe. to make me a vifit yet, after his intended inter- 


view with Mr. Lovelace is over ; of which, who knows, | 


Mr. Belford, but your next letters may give an account ? 
I hope it will not be a fatal one to axy body !—Will yon 
promife me, Doétor, to forbear writing for twodays only, 
and I will communicate to: you any thing that occurs in 
that time ; and then you fhall take your own way ?’ Mean 
time, I.repeat my thanks for your goodnefs to me.—Nay, 
dear Doétor,hurry not away from me fo precipitately(for he 
was going for fear of an offered fee) I will no more affront 


you with tenders that have pained you for fome time paft 
An 


| 
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-And:fince I muft now, from this kindly offered favour, 
‘look upon you only as a friend, I will affure you hence- 


forth, that I will: give you no more uneafinefs.on that 


‘head: And now, Sir, I know I fhall have the pleafure of 


feeing you oftener than heretofore. — 


_’ ‘The worthy gentleman was pleafed with this affurance, 


telling her, that he had always come to fee her with great 
pleafure, but parted with her, on the account fhe hinted at, 
with as much pain ; and that he fhould not have forborn 
to double his vifits, could he have had this kind affurance 


-as early as he withed for it.. 


There are few inftances of like difintereftednefs; I doubt, 
in this tribe. Till now I always held it for gofpel, That 
Sriendfeip and phyfician were incompatible things ; and 
little imagined, that a man of medicine, when he had given 
over his patient to death, would think of any vifits but 
thofe of ceremony, that he might ftand well with the family, 
againft it came to their turns to go thro’ his turnpike. 

After the Do&or was gone, fhe fell into a very ferious 
difcourfe of the vanity of life, and the wifdom of prepar- 
ing for death, while health and ftrength remained, and be- 
fore the infirmities of body impaired the faculties of the 
miad, and difabled them from acting with the neceflary 
efficacy and ‘clearnefs : The whole calculated for every- 
one’s meridian, but particularly, as it was eafy to obferve, 
for ‘Thine and Mine. | | 

She was very curious. to know further particulars of the 
behaviour of poor Belton in his laft moments. You muft 
not wonder at-my inquiries, Mr. Belford, faid fhe ; for 
who is it that is to undertake a journey into a country 
they never travelled to before, that inquires not into the 
difficulties of the road, and what accommodations are to 
be expected in the way? ; 

I gave her a brief account of the poor man’s terrors, 
and unwillingnefs to die : And when I had done ; Thus, 
Mr. Belford, faid fhe, muft it always be, with poor fouls 


who have never thought of their long voyage till the mo- 
‘ment they are to imbark for it. | 7 


She made fuch other obfervations upon this fubje&, as 


_ coming from the mouth of a perfon who will fo foon be 
a companion for angels, I hall never forget. And indeed, 


when 
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when I went home, that I might ingraft them the better 
on my memory, I entered theth down in writing: But I 
will not let you fee them tntil you arein a frame more 
‘proper to benefit by them, than you are. likely to be in 
one while. oe 
Thus far [had written, when the unexpected early return 
of my fervant with your packet (yours and he meeting.at 
Slough, and exchanging letters) obliged me to leave of 
to pive its contents a reading.—Here, therefore, I clofe 
this letter. : a 
LETTER Xxil. | 
Mr. Loverace, To Joun Betrorp, Ej 
: "Tucfday morn. Aug. 26. 
OW, Jack, will I give thee an account of what paffed 
N on occafion of the vifit made us by Col. Morden. 
He came on horfeback, attended by one fervant ; and 
Lord M. received him asa relation of Mifs Harlowe’s, with 


the higheft marks of civility and refpect. | 
After fome general talk of the times, and of the weather, 


and fuch nonfenfe as Englifhmen generally make their in- © 


troductory topics to converfation, the Colonel addreffed. 
himfelf to Lord M. and to me, as follows: 

T need not, my Lord, and Mr. Lovelace, as you know 
the. relation I bear to the Harlowe family, make any apo- 
logy for entering upon a fubjeét, which, on account of 
that relation, you muft think is the principal reafon of the 
honour I have done myfelf m this vifit. | 

Mifs Harlowe, Mufs Clariffia Harlowe’s affair, faid 
‘Lord M. with his ufual forward bluntnefs. That, Sir, is 
what you mean. She is, by all accounts, the mott ex- 
celient woman in the world. | 

Tam gladto hear that is your Lardfhip’s opinion of her. 
It is every one’s. 7 | 


It isnot only my opinion, Col. Morden (proceeded the 


prateing peer) but it 1s the opinion of all my family. Of, 


my fifters, of my nieces, and of Mr. Lovelace himfelf. . 
_ Col. Would to heaven it had been always Mr. Love- 

lace’s opinion of her ! | | | 
Lovel. You have been out of England, Colonel, a good 
many 


Mii Clatia Harlowe. 8g 
niany years. Perhaps you are not yet fully apprifed of all 
the particulars of this cafe. _ | | | 

Cot. I have been out of England, Sir, about feven years.. 
My coufin Claty Harlowe was then about rewe/ve years of 
age ; But never was there at rwenty-fo' difcreet, fo pru-. 
dent, and fo exdeltéat a creature. All that knew her, 
or jaw her, ‘admitéd Het. Mind and’ perfon, never 
did I: fee fuch promifes of perfection in any young lady = 
And I am told, ‘not fs it-to be wondered at, that as fhe 
advanced to maturity, fhe more. than juftified and made 
good thofe promifes. Then, as to fortune — what her. 
father, what her urtcles, ‘and what I myfclf intended to 
do for ‘her, befides: whdt Ker prandfather had done — 
There is not-a finer fortune in the county. °°” 

Govel. All this,: Colonel, ahd'more than this, is Mifs’ 
Clariffa Harlowe; and had it not been for the implacable- 
refs and violefice of her family, {all refolved to puth her 
wpon a match as anworthy of her, as hateful ¢o her) the 
had fill been happy. % ew 
Gal. Town, Mr. Lovelace, the truth of what you ob- 
ferved jut now, that I ath not thoroughly adquainted with, 
all that has pafféd between you and my ¢oufin. ‘ But per- 
mit me ‘to fay, that when I firft heard that A made your 
addreffes to Her, I knew but of orie objeftion avainit you.’ 
That, indeed, a very great one : Ard upon a letter fent, 
me, I gave her my free opinion upon the fubject (2). But 
had it not been for that, Lown, thatin my private mind, 
there could not have been a more fatrable match: For you 
are a gallant gentleman, graceful in your perfon, eafy and’ 
genteel in your deportment, and ih Your family, fortunes,. 
and expectations happy as a‘mian-can wifh tobe, Then 
the. knowlege I had of: you in Italy (altho’ give me leave 
to fay, your conduct there was not whofty unexception- 
able) convitices me, that you are brave: And few gentle- 
men corte up to you in wit and vivacity. Your educa-' 
tion has given you great anlage your manners are ¢h- 
gaging, and you have traveled ; and I know, if you'll 
excule me, you frake better obfervations than you are go- 
verned by. All thefe qualifications maké‘it hot at ail furpri~ 
fing, thavg young lady fhould-tove you ¢ And that this see 

a , joine 
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joined to that indifcreet warmth wherewith my coufin's 
friends would have forced her inclinations in favour of men. 
who are far your inferiors in the qualities I have named, 
fhould throw her upon your protection : But then, if there 
were thefe two ftrong motives, the one to induce, the other 
to impel her, let me afk you, Sir, If fhe were not doubly 
intitled to generous ufage from aman whom fhe chofe for 
her protector; and whom, let me take the liberty to fay, 
fhe could fo amply reward for the protection he was to 
afford her ? , i 

Lovel. Mifs Clariffa Harlowe was intitled, Sir, to the 
beft ufage that man could give her. JI have no {cruple to 
own it. J will always do her the juftice fhe fo well de- 
ferves. I know what will be your mference ; and have 
only to fay, ‘That time paft cannot be recalled. Perhaps 
I with it could. | , | 
_ The Colonel then in a very manly ftrain fet forth the 
wickednefs of attempting a woman of virtue, and cha-. 
rater. He faid, that men had generally too many advan- 
tages over the weaknefs, credulity, and inexperience of 
the fair fex, who were too apt to be hurrjed inte acts of 
precipitation, by their reading inflaming novels, and idle 
romances ; that his coufin, however, he was fure, was 
above the reach of common feduction, or to be influenced 
to the rafhnefs her parents accufed her of, by weaker mo- 
tives than their violence, and the moft folemn promifes.on 
my part: But, neverthelefs, Laving thofe motives, and 
her prudence (eminent as tt was) being rather the effe& 
of con/litution than experience (a fine advantage, however, 
he faid, to ground an unblameable future life upon) fhe 
might not be apprehenfive of bad defigns, in a man fhe 
loved : It was, therefore, a very heinous thing to abufe 
the confidence of fuchalady. | 

He was going on in this trite manner : But, interrupting | 
him, I faid ; Thefe general obfervations, Colonel, perhaps, 
{uit not this particular cafe. But you yourfelf area man 
of gallantry ; and, poflibly, were you to be put to the 
queftion, might not be able to vindicate every action of 
your life, any more than I. | ; . 

Co/. You are welcome, Sir, to put what que§gions you 

: oO | pleafe 
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. pleafe to me. And, I thank God, I can both ows and be 


a/bamed of my errors. : 
Lord M. looked at me; but as the Colonel did not by © 
his manner feem to intend a reflexion, I had no occafion © 


' to take it for one; efpecially as-I can as readily own my 
errors, as he, or any man can his, whether afbamed of 
them ornot. | | 


He. proceeded. .As you feem to call upon me, Mr. 
Lovelace, I will tell you (without boafting of it) what 
has been my general practice, till lately, that I hope I 
have reformed it.a good deal.. 

I have taken liberties, which the Laws of Morality will 
by no means juftify ; and once J fhould have thought my- 
felf warranted to cut the throat of any young fellow, who 


‘ fhould make as free with a fifter of mine, as I have made 


with the fiiters and daughters of others, But then I took 


_Care never to promife any thing I intended not to perform. 
. A modeft ear fhould.as foon have heard downright ob- 


{cenity from my lips, as matrimony, if I had not intended 


“it. Young ladies are generally ready enough to believe we 


mean. honourably, if they love us; and it would look like 


"a ftrange affront to their virtue and charms, that it fhould - 
be fuppofed xeedful to pat the queftion whether in your 


addrefs you mean a wife. But when once a man makes‘a 


| promife, I think it ought to be performed ; and a woman 


1s well warranted to appeal to every one againft the per- 
fidy of a deceiver ; and is always fure to have the world 


- of her fide. © ; 


- Now, Sir, continued he, I believe you have fo.much 
honour as to own, that you could not have made way to 
{o eminent a virtue, without promifing marriage.; and that 
very explicitly and folemnly— - or | 

I know very well, Colonel, interrupted I, all you would 
fay~= You will excufe me, I am fure, that I break in upon 


~ - you, when you find it is to anfwer the end you drive at. 


J own to you then, that I have aéted very unworthily 


by Mifs Clariffa Harlowe; and I’ll tell you further, that 

‘ I heartily repent of my ingratitude and bafenefs to her. 

_ Nay, I will fay 2// further, that I am fo grolly culpable 
es 


as to ber, that even to plead, that the abufes and afronts 


I daily received from her implacable relations, were in any 


2 manner 
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manner a provocation to me to act vilely by her, would 
be a mean and low attempt to excufe myfelf-~So low and 
fo mean, that it would doubly condemn me. And if you 
~ ean fay worfe, fpeak it. | 
He look’d upon Lord M. and then upon me, two or 
three times. And my Lord faid, My kinfinan {peaks what 
he thinks, P'llanfwer forhim. . . 7 
Lovel. I do, Sir; and what ‘can I fay more? And 
what farther, in your opinion, can be done? : 
Col. Done! Sir? Why; Sir, (in a haughty tone he 
fpoke) I need not tell you that reparation follows repen- 
tance. And I hope you make no fcruple of juftifying 
your fincerity as to the one, by the other, 
{ hefitated (for I relifhed not the manner of his fpeech, 
and his haughty accent) as undetermined whether to take 
proper notice of it, or not. me . 
of. Let me pat this queftion to you, Mr. Lovelace :=—= 
‘Is it true, as~I have heard it is, That you would marry 
my coufin, if fhe would have you What fay you, Sir ?— 
This wound me up a peg higher? 


Lovel. Sortie queftions, as they may be put, imply com- 


manis,Colonel. I would be glad to know how Lam to take 
yours? And what is to be the end of your interrogatories ? 
Col. My queftions are not meant by me as commands, 
Mr. Lovelace. The end is, to prevail upon a gentleman 
to act /ike a gentleman, and a man of honour. 
Lovel. (brifely) And by what arguments, Sir, do you 
Propofe to prevail upon me? 


o!. By what arguments, Sir, prevail upon a gentleman | 


to act like a centleman !—~I ath furprifed at That queftion 
from Mr. Lovelace. . 
Lovel. Why fo, Sir? | 
Col. Way so, Sir, (angrily)—Let me— 
.Lovel. (interrupting) 1 don’t choofe, Colonel, to be re- 
peated upon, in that accent. a 
Lord M. Come, come, gentlemen, I beg of you to be 
willing to underftand one another. You young gentlemen 
are fo warm =~ a 
Col. Not I, my Lord—f am neither very younp, nor 
unduly warm. Your nephew, my Lord, can make me be 
every thing he would have me to be. 


Lowel. 
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_Lovel. And that fhall be, whatever you pleafe to be, 
Colonel. | 

Col. (fiercely) The choice be yours, Mr. Lovelace. 
Friend or foe! as you do or are willing to do juttice to 
one of the fineft women in the warld. 

Lord M. I guets’d from both your characters, what 
would be the cafe when you met. Let me interpofe, gen- 
tlemen, and beg you but to underftand one another. You 
both fhoot at one mark; and if you are patient, will bosk- 
bit it. Let me beg of you, Colonel, to give no chal- 
lenges—~ | 

_ Col. Challenges, my Lord!—They are things I ever 
was readier to accept than to offer. But does your Lord-- 
fhip think, that a man fa nearly related as I haye the ho-. 
nour to be to the moft accomplifhed woman on earthre 

. Lord M. (interrupting) We all allow the exeellencies 
of the ladye=And we fhall all take it as the greateft honour’ 
to be ally'd to her that can be conferred upon us. 

Col. So you ought, my lord!— - 4 

A perfe&t Chamont ! thought I (a). 

Lord M. So we ought, Colonel! And fo we do /-And 
pray let every oxe do as he ought !—-and no #ore than he: 
ought ; aid you, Colonel, let me tell you, will not be 
fo hafty. i . 
Lowel, (coolly) Come, come, Col. Morden, don’t let 
this difpute, whatever you intend to make of it, go far-- 
ther than with you and me. You deliver yourfelf in very - 
high terms. Higher than ever I was talked to in my life. ; 
But here, beneath this roof, *twould be inexcufable for 
me to take that notice of it, which perhaps it would be- - 
come me to take elfewhere. 7 

Col. ‘This is {poken as I wifh the man to fpeak, whom 
I fhould be pleafed to call my friend, if all his adtions . 
were of a piece; and.as I would have the man {peak, 
whom I would think it worth my while to call my foe. ~ 
I love a man of {pirit, as I love my fowl. But, Mr. Love- 
lace, as my Lord thinks we aimat one mark, let me fay, . 
that were we permitted to be alone for fix minutes, I dare 
fay, we fhould foon underitand one another perfectly well. 
—And he moved to the door. Level 

al. 
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Lovel. I am intirely of your pinion, Sir, and will at- 
tend you. | : 

My Lord rung, and ftept between us ; Colonel, return, 
I befeech you, faid he; for he had ftept out of the room, 
while my Lord held me—Nephew, you fhall not go out. 

The bell, and my Lord’s raifed voice, brought in Mow- 
bray, and Clements, my lord’s gentleman; the former in 
his carelefs way, with his hands behind him, What’s the 
matter, Bobby ? What’s the matter, my Lord? = 

Only, only, only, ftammer’d the agitated peer, thefe 
young gentlemen are, are, are—young gentlemen, that’s all. 
~——Pray, Colonel Morden (who again entered the room, 
with a fedater afpect) let this caufe have a far tryal, I be- 

feech you. | 

Co/. With all my heart, my Lord. © | 

Mowbray whifper’d me, What is the caufe, Bobby ?}— 
Shall I take the gentleman to tafk, for thee, my boy ? 

Not for the world, whifpered I. ‘The Colonel is a gen- 
tleman, and I defire you'll not fay one word. 7 

Well, well, well, Bobby, I havedone. Ican turn thee 
loofe to the beft man upon God’s earth, that’s all, Bobby ; 
ftrutting off to the other end of the room. | 

Col. I am forry, my Lord, I fhould give. your Lordhhip 
the leaft uneafinefs. I came not with fuch a defign. 

Lord M. Indeed, Colonel, I thought. you did, by your __.. 
taking fire fo quickly. Iam glad to hear you fay youdid - ; 
not. How foon a little fpark kindles intoa flame; efpecially | 
when it meets with fuch combuftible fpirits! - 

Col. If E had had the leaft thought of proceeding to 
extremities, I am fure Mr. Lovelace would have given me 
the honour of a meeting where I fhould have been lefs an 
intruder ; but I came with an amicable intention ;—To 
reconcile differences, rather than to widen them. 

Lovel, Well then, Col. Morden, let us enter upon the 
fubject in your own way. I don’t know the man I fhould*’. 
fooner choofe to be upon terms with, than one whom Mifs 
Clariffa-Harlowe fo much refpeéts. But I cannot bear to 
he treated either in word or accent, in a menacing way. 

Lord M. Well,well, well, well, gentlemen, this is fome- 
What like. dagry men make to themfelves beds of nettles, 
and when they le down in them, are uneafy with every 
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body.’ But I hope you are friends. Let me hear you fay 
you are.—I am perfuaded, Colonel, that you don’t know 
all this unhappy ftory. - You don’t know how defirous 
my kinfman is, as well as all of us, to have this matter 
end happily. You don’t know, do you, Colonel, that 
Hirt Lovelace, at all our requetts, is difpofed to marry the 

y? a 
‘Col, At all your: requefir,: my Lord?==I'fhould have 
hoped, that Mr: Lovelace was di deer to do juftice, for 
the fake of juftice ;-and when, at the fame time, the doing 
of juftice, was doing himfelf the higheft honour. 

. Mowbray lifted up his before half-clofed eyes to the 
Colonel, and glanced them upon me. 

Level, This is in very high language, ' Colonel. 

Mowbr. By my foul, I thought fo: | 

Col. High language, “Mr. Lovelace ? Js i it not t jaf lan- 

ge? 
aren ‘It is, Colonel. And I think, the man that does 
honour to Mifs Clariffa Harlowe, does me honour. But, 
neverthelefs, there is a manner in fpeaking, that may be 
liable to exception, where the words, without that man- 
ner, can bear none. 

Col. Your obfervation in the. general is ‘undoubtedly 
juft ; but f you have the value for my coufin, that you 
fay you have, you muft needs think—_ 

. Lovel. You mutt allow me, Sir, to interrupt youm=IF 
I have the value J fay I have=-I hope, Sir, when J fay I 
bave that value, there is no room for that if, pronounced 
as you pronounced it with an emphatfis. 

- Col. You have broken in upon me twice, Mr. Lovelace. 
I am as little accuftomed to be broken i in upon, as youare 
to be repeated upon. 

Lord M. Two barrels of civeader by my con- 
fcience; What a devil will it figmify talking, if thus you 
are to blow one another up at every wry word? 

Lowel. No man of honour, my Lord, will be eafy to 
have. his veracity called in quetftion, though but by impli- 
cation. | 

Col. Had you heard me out, Mr. Lovelace, you would 


have found, that my if'was rather an if of inference, than — 
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free principles take ; wha at the fame time that they would 
refent unto death the imputation of being capable of tel- 
ling an untruth to a Man, will not {cruple to break thro’ 
the moft folema oaths and promifes toa Woman. I maf 
aflure you, Mr. Lovelace, that I always mad¢.a confcience 
of my vows and promufes. Seer ore 2 
Level. You did right, Colonel. But let me tell yon,’ 
Sir, that yeu knaw.aot the man you talk to,. iftyou ima- 
gine he is net able no rifé to a.propes refentment, when 
¢ fees his generous confeflions. taken for. a macs of bafe> 
fpiritednefs. arene er pene © oe 
Cyl. (warmly, and with a.fuser) Far be it from me, 
Mr. Lovelace, to impute ta you, the bafenefs of {pixie you 
fpeak of; far what would that.be, jut to imagine, that a 
man who has done .a very flagrant, injury, is not ready. to 
fhew his bravery in defendingjt— 
Mowbr. This is damn’d fevere, Colonel. It is, by Joury 
T could not take fo much at the hands ef any man breath- 
ing as Mr. Lovelace before this took at yours, . a 
Co/. Who are You, Sir? What pretence have you ta 
interpofe in a caufe where there is an acknowleged guilt 
on one fide, and the honour of a confderable family 
wounded in the tendereft part by shat guilten theother } 

. Mowbr, (whifpering to the Cofonel.) My dear: child, 
you will oblige me highly, if you will give me. the: apr 
pertunity of anfwering your queftion. And was going eut. 

- The Colonel was held in by my Lord. And J brought 
in Mowbray. ee an ~ 

Col. Pray, my good Lod, Iet me attend shis efficious 
ntleman. I betcech you do. I will wait pper your Lord- 
hip in three minutes, depend upon it. bogs, ot 
~ Lovel. Mowbray, 1s this a€ting like a friend by me,: 
to fuppofe me incapable. of anfwering for mytelf? And 
fhalla man of honour and bravery, as I know Colonel 
Morden to be, (rafh as perhaps in this vifit he has fhewn: 
himfelf) have it to fay, that he comes to my Lord M’s 
hoafe, in a manner naked as to attendgnts and friends, 
and hall not for That reafon be rather borne with, than, 
infulted ? This moment, my dear Mowbray, leave us. 
You have really no concern in this bufinefs,; and if you. 
are my friend, I defire you'll afk the Colonel pardon for: 

interfering in ‘it in the manner you have done. 
é | Mowbr. 
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Mewbr. Well, well, Bob; thon fhalt be arbiter in this 
matter. I know I have no bafinefs in it—And, Colonel, 
(bolding out his band) 1 leave you to one who knows how 
to defend his own caufe, as well as any man in England. 

Col. (taking Mowbray’s hand, at Lord M’s regue/t) You 
need not tell me that, Mr. Mowbray. I have no doubt of 
Mr. Lovelace’s ability to defend his own caufe, were it a 
caufe to be defended. And let me tell you, Mr. Love- 
lace, that I am aftonifhed to think, that a brave man, and 
a generous man, as you have appeared to be in two or three 
inftances that you have given in the little knowlege [ 
have of you, fhould be capable of acting as you have done 
by the moft excellent of her fex. | 

Lerd M. Well, but, gentlemen, now Mr. Mowbray 
is gone ; and you have both fhewn inftances of courage 
and generofity to boot, let me defire you to lay your heads 
together amicably, and think whether there be any thing 
to be done to make all end happily for the lady? _ 

Lovel. But hold, my Lord, let me fay one thing, now 
Mowbray is gone; and that is, that I think a gentleman 
ought not to put up tamely one or two fevere things that 
the Colonel has faid. 

Lord M. What the devil canft thou mean? I thought 
all had been over. Why, thou haft nothing to do, but to 
confirm to the Colonel, that thow art willing to marry Mifs 
Harlowe, if fhe will have thee. 

Col. Mr. Lovelace will not {cruple to fay Thar, I fup- 
pofe, notwithftanding all that has paffed: But if you 
think, Mr. Lovelace, I have faid any thing I fhould noe 
have faid, I fuppofe it is this: That the man who has 
fhewn fo little of the 74iag Honour, to a defencelefs un- 
protected woman, oust not to ftand fo nicely upon the 
empty name of it, with a man who is expottulating with 
him upon it. I am forry to have caufe to fay this, Mr. 
Lovelace ; but I would on the fame occafion repeat it to a 
King in all his glory, and furrounded by all his guards. 

Lord M. But what is all this, but more /acks upon tbe 
wil/ ? more ceals upon the fire? You have a mind to quarrel 
both of you, I fee that. Are you not willing, Nephew, 
are you not mof willing, to marry this lady, if fhe can be 
prevailed upon to have you? ; ; 

VoL. V ° : Lovel. 
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Lovel. Damn me, my Lord, if I'd many an- Euiprefs 
ppon fuch treatment as this. . 

Lord M. Why now, Bob, thou att more choleric than 
the Colonel. It was 4/1 turn juft now. And now you fee 
he is cool, you are all gunpowder. 

Lovel. I own the Colonel has many advantages over 
me; but, perhaps, there is one advantage he has. not, if 
it were put to the tryal. 

Cof. I came not hither, as I faid before, to feek the oc- 
cafion : But if it be offered me, I won't refufe #—And 
fince we find we difturb my good Lord.M. I'll take my 

¢ leave, and will go home by the way of St. Alban’s. 

Lovel. 11 fee you part of the way, with all my heart, 
Colonel. 

Col. T accept your civility very chearfully, Mz. Love- 
lace. 

Lord M, (interpofing again, as we were bath for gaing 

_ eut) And as will this do, gentlemen? Suppofe you kill 

Vone another, will the matter be better’d or worfted by 
that? Will the lady be made happier or unhappier, do 
you think by either or both of your deaths? Your cha- 
racters are too well known to make freth inftances of the 
courage of either needful. And, I think, if the honour 
of the lady is your view, Colonel, it can. be no other way 
fo effectually promoted, as by marriage. And, Sir, if you 
would ufe your intereit with her, it is very probable, that 
you may fucceed, tho’ no body elfe can. 

Lowel. I think, my Lord, I have faid all that a man 
can fay (fince what is paffed cannot be recalled) and you 
fee Col. Morden rifes in proportion to my coolnefs, till it 
is neceflary for me to affert myfelf, or.even e would de- 
fpife me. 

Lord M, Let me afk you,Colonel ; Have you any way, 
any method, that you think reafonable and honourable to 
propofe, to bring about a reconciliation with the lady? 
That is what we all wifh for. And I can tell you, Sir, it 
is not.a little owing to her family, and to their implacable 
ufage of her, that her refentments are heighten’d againtt 
mv kinfman ; who, however, has ufed her vilely ; 3 but is 
willing to repair her WION g's com 
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_ .Lowed. Not, my Lord, fer the fake of her family ; nor 
for this gentleman’s haughty behaviour ; but for Jer ew 
Joke, and in. fall fenfe of the wrongs Ihave done her, 
~. Col. As ta my haughty behaviour, as you call it, Sir, 
Iam miftaken if you would not have gone beyond it in 
‘the like cafe, of a relation fo meritorious, and fo unwot- 
thily injared. And, Sir, let me tell you, that if your mo- 
-tives are nct Love, Honour, and Juftice, and if they have 
the leaft tinéture of mean Compaflion for der, or of an 
‘unchearful affent on your part, I am fure it will neither be 
defired or accepted by a perfon of my coufin’s merit and . 
fenfe ; nor fhall I with that it fheuld. 

Lovel. Don’t think,.Colonel, that Iam meanly com- 
pounding off a debate, that I fhould as willingly go thro’ 
with you as toeat or drink, if I have the occajion given 
me for it: But thus much I will tell you, That my Lord, 
that Lady Sarah Sadleir, Lady Betty Lawrance, my two 
coufins Montague, and my/felf, have written to her in the 
‘moft folemn and finccre manner, to oiter‘her fuch termy 
as no ane but herfelf would refuse, and this long enough 
before Col. Morden’s arrival, was dreamt of. | 

Col. What reafon, Sir, may I atk, does fhe give, again 
liftening to {o powerful a mediation, and to fuch offers 2. 

Lovel. It looks like capitulating, or elfe— _ 

Col. It looks not like any fuch thing tome, Mr. Love- 
lace, who have as.good an opinion of your {fpirit as man 
‘can have. And what, pray, is the part Lact, and my mo- 
tives for it? Are they not, in defiring that jultice may be 
done tomy coufin Clariffa Harlowe, that I feek toeftabhih 
‘the honour of Mrs. Lovelace, if matters can once be 
brought to bear ?. | 
'  Lovel. Were fhe to honour me with her acceptance of 
That name, Mr. Morden, | fhould not want you or any 
man to affert the honour of Mrs. Lovelace. : 
Cod. believe it. But ti'k the das konoured you’ with 
that acceptance, fhe is nearer to me than to you, Mr. Love- 
Jace. And.I {peak this, only to fhew you, tlat in the part 
-J take, I mean rather to deferve your thanks than your 
difpleafure, tho’ againf your/el/, were there occafion. Nor 
ought you to take it amifs, if you rightly weigh the master: 
For, Sir, whom docs a Jady want protection againit, a 
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her injurers? And who has been her greatef injurer ?—~ 
Till, therefore, fhe becomes intitled to your protection, as 
your wife, you yourfelf cannot refufe me fome merit in 
wifhing to have juftice done my coufiz. But, Sir, you was 
going to fay, that if it were not to look like capitulating, 
you would hint the reafons my coufin gives againft ac- 
cepting fuch an honourable mediation ? : | 

_ Ithentold him of my fincere offers of marriage ; ‘I 
* made no difficulty, I faid, to own my apprehenfions, 
* that my unhappy behaviour to her, had greatly affected 
‘ her: But that it was the implacablenefs of her friends 
‘ that had thrown her into defpair, and given her a con- 
‘ tempt for life.” I told him, ‘ That fhe had been fo 
“ good, as to fend me a letter to divert me from a vifit 


‘ my heart was fet upon making her: A letter, on which | 


* I built great hopes, becaufe fhe affured me in it, that 
‘ fhe was going to her father’s; and that I might fee ber 
© there, when foe was received, if it were not my own 
© fault, | | — 
Col. Is it poffible? And were you, Sir, thus earneft ? 
And did fhe fend you fuch a letter? a _ 
Lord M. confirmed both ; and alfo, that, in obedience 
to her defires, and that intimation, I had come down with- 
out the fatisfaction I had propofed to myfelf in feeing her. 
It is very true, Colonel, faid I: And I fhould have told 
you This before: But your heat made me decline it ; for, 
as I faid, it had an appearance of meanly capitulating with 
you. An abje€tnefs of heart, of which had I been ca- 
aa I fhould have defpifed ag/e/f as much as I might 
ve expected you would defpife me. ne: 
Lord M. propofed to enter into.the proof of all this: 
He faid, in his phrafeological way, That one ftory was 
good, till another was beard: ‘That the Harlowe family 
and I, ’twas trve, had behaved like fo many Or/ons to one 
another ; and that they had been very free with all our 
family befides: ‘That neverthelefs, for the lady’s fake, 
more than for theirs, or even for mine (he could tell me) he 
would do greater things for me, than they could afk, if 
fhe could be brought to have me: And that this he wanted 
to declare, and would /ooner have declared, if he could 
have brought us fooner to patience, and a good under- 
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: The Colonel made-excufes for his warmth, on the {cere 
of his affection to his coufin. .. 

My regard for. her, made me readily admit them: And 
fo a freth bottle of Burgundy, and another of Champagne, 
being ‘put upon the table, we fat down in good humour, 
after all this bluftering, in order to enter clofer into the 
particulars of the cafe: Which I undertook, at both their 
defires, todo. | se | 

But thefe things muft be the fubject of another letter, 
which fhall immediately follow this, if it do not accom- 
pany 1t. wet : ; 
- Mean time-you will obferve, That a bad caufe gives a 
man great difadvantages: For I myfelf think, that the in- 
terrogatories ‘put to me. with fo much fpirit by the Co- 
lonel, made. me. look curfedly mean ;.at the fame time 


that it gave him a fuperiority which I know not how to 


allow to the beft man in Europe. So that, literally fpeak- 
ing, as a good max would infer, guilt is its own punifher ; 
in that it makes the moft lofty fpirit look like the mif- 
creant he is—A good man, I fay: So, Jack, proleptically, 
I add, Tow haft no right to make the obfervation. 
LETTER XXIV. 
Mr. Loverace. In Continuation. , 
‘2 | Tuefday Afternoon, Aug. 29. 

"Went back in this part of our converfation to the day 

that I was obliged.to come down to attend my Lord, 
in the dangerous illnefs which fome feared would have 
been his latt. 
- Itold the Colonel ¢ What earneft letters I had written 
© to a particular friend, to engage him to prevail upon 
‘ the lady not to flip a day that had been propofed for 
* the private celebration of our nuptials; and of my let- 
© ters (:) written to herfelf on that fubje&;’ for I had 


ftept to my clafet, and fetched down all the letters and 
draughts and copies of letters relating to this affair. - 


I read to him ‘ feveral paffages in the copies of thofe 


¢ letters, which, thou wilt remember, make not-a little 
‘ tomy honoar. And I toldhim, ‘ That I wifhed I had 
bg PF3 -... - ~ £ kept 

(2) See Vol. V. p. 347) 250) 3522 354: 
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‘ kept copies of thofe to ssy friend on the fame occafton ; 
: ‘ by which he would have feen how much in earneft 5 
“was in my profeflions to her, altho’ fhe would net an- 
* fwer one of them.’ And thou mayft remember, that one 
of thofe four letters accounted to herfelf, why i was: de- 
firous fhe fhould remain where I had left her (4). 
. J then proceeded to give him an account ‘ of the ike 
“ made by Lady Sarah and Lady Betty to Lord M. and 
‘ me, in order to induce me to do her fuftice. Of my 
- © readinefs to comply with their defires; and of their high 
“ opinion of her merit. Of the®vifit made to Mifs Howg 
. * by my coufins Montague, in the name-of usall, to in- 
‘ gage her intereft with her friend in my behalf: OF my 
« converfation with Mifs Howe, at a private affembke; 


‘ to whom I gave the fame aflurances, and befought her 
‘ intereft with i her friend.’ 

_ Lthen read the copy of the letter, (the” fo: much to my. 
diitadvantage) which was written to her by Mis Charlotos 
Montague, Avg. t. (6) intreating her alliance iaiche aaties 
_ of all our favzily. | 

'Vhis.mace him. aly to think, ‘that his fair, coutia care 
nied her refentment againft me too far. He did’ not imagine, 
he faid, that either myelf br our family hadibeen fo much 
in earneft. 

So thou feett, Belford,- that it is but plofting over one 
part of a ftory, and omitting axorher, that will make a bad 
caufe a good one at any time. What an admirable Lawyt 
fhould | have made! And what a poor hand. would this 
charming creature, with all her innocence, have made of it 
in a court of juftice againft a man who had. fo much to 
fay, and to Lew for himéelf; en Ae 

I then hinted at the generous annual feuder which Lord 
M. and his fifters made to his fair couiin, in apprehenfion 
that fhe might fuffer by her friends implacablenefs. 

And this alfo the Colonel highly applauded, and was 
pleafed to lament the unhappy mifunderftanding between 
the two families, which had made the Harlowes lefs fond 
of an alliance with a family of fo much honoar as this in- 
ftance fhewed ours to be. : 
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I then told him, ‘ That.having, by my friend [mean-' 
ing thee] ‘ who was admitted into her prefence (and who 
had always been an admirer of her virtues, and had given 
-me fuch advice-from time to time in relation to. her as 
I wifhed I had followed) been affured, that a vifit from: 
me would be very difagreeable to her, I once more re 
folved to try what.a letter would do; and that accord- 
ingly, on the, 7th of Auguft, I wrate her one. 
~ © This, Colonel, is the copy of it. I. was then ont of 
€ humour with my Lord M. and the Ladies of my family. 

‘ You will therefore read it to yourfelf (a).” 

- This letter gave him. high fatisfaction. You write here, 
Mr. Lovelace, from your heart. ”Tis.a letter full of pe~ 
nitence and acknowlegement. . Your requett is reafonabley 
~—~To be forgiven only as you thall appear to deferve it. 
after a time of probation, which you, leave to her to fix. 
Pray, Sir, did fhe return an anfer to this letter? 

She did, buat with s¢/u@anre, Town; and not til I had 
declared, by my-friend, that if I epuld not procure oney 

would go up to town, and throw my‘elf at her feet. 

I wifh I might be permitted to fec it, Sir, or to hear 
{uch parts of it read, as you fhall think proper. 

Turning over my papers. Here it is, Sir ). I will 
make no {cruple to put it into your hands, 

This 1s very obliging, Mr. Lovelace. 

- He read it. My charming coufin!—How ftrong her 
sefentmenits !—Yet how charitable her wifhes] Good God |, 
that fuch an excellent creature !—But, Mr. Lovelace, it 
is to your regret, as much as to mine, I doubt not.— 

- Enterrupting him,. I {wore that it was. 

So it ought, faid he. Nor do I wander that it fhould 
be fo. I thall tell you by-and-by, proceeded he, how. 
much fhe fuffers with her friends, by falfe and villainous 
reports. But, Sir, will you permit me to take with me 
thefe two letters? I fhall make ufe of them to the advan, 
tage of yoa both. 

I told him, I woild oblige him with all my heart. And 
this he took very kindly, ‘as he had reafon, and put them 
in his pocket-book, promifing toreturn themina oa days, 

J then told him, ‘ That upon this refufal, I took upon 
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: myfelf to go to town, in hopes to move her in my fa- 
vour ; and that, tho’ I went without giving her notice 
of my imtention, yet had fhe got fome notion of my 
coming, and fo contrived to be out of the way: And at» 
‘ laft, when fhe foand I was fully determined at all events 
* to fee her, before I went abroad,’ [which I- fhall do, | 
faid I, if I cannot prevail upon her} ‘ fhe fent me the let- 
‘ ter I have already mentioned to you, defiring me to 
‘ fufpend my purpofed vifit: And that for a reafon which 
“ amazes and confounds me, becaufe I don’t find there is 
* any thing in it: And yet [never knew her once difpenfe | 
“ with her word; for fhe always made it a maxim, that 
© it was not lawful te do evil, that good might come of it: — 
« And yet in this letter, for no reafon in the‘world but tov 
“ avoid feeing me (to gratify a humour only) has fhe fent 
“ me out of town, depending upon the affurance fhe had 
* given me.’ 7 
Col. This is indeed furprifing. But I cannot believe 
that my coufin, for fuch an end on/y, or indeed for aay 
end, according to the character I hear of her, fhould ftoop 
to make ufe of fuch an artifice. : 
' Lovel. This, Colonel, is the thing that aftonifhes me ; 
and yet, fee here | This is the letter fhe wrote me; —= 
Nay, Sir, ’tis her own hand. 
Co/. I fee it is; and a charming hand itis. | 
Lovel. You obferve, Colonel, that all her hopes of re- 
conciliation with her parents are from you. You are 
her dear bleed friend! She always talked of you with de~ 
light = 


« 
4 


Cal Would to heaven I had come to England before 
fhe left Harlowe-Place. Nothing of this had then hap- 
ened. Nota man of thofe whom I have-heard that her 
Friends propofed for her,fhould have had her. Nor you, Mr. | 
Lovelace, unlefs I had found you tobe the man every one 
who fees you, muft wifh you to be: And if yo: bad been 
that man, no one living fhould I have preferred to you for 
fuch an excellence. ar | ; 
My Lord and I both joined in the with: And "faith, IF 
wifhed it moft cordially. oe 
The Colonel read the letter twice over, and then re- 
turned it to me. “Tis alla myftery, faid he: J can make 
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nothing of it. For, alas !. her friends are as averfe to a re- 
conciliation as ever. o  * _ 

Lord M. 1 could not have thought it. But don’t you 
think there is Something very favourable to my nephew in | 
this letter ?—Something that looks as if the lady ‘would 
comply at lat? | —- 

Cof. Let me die if I know what to make of it.- This © 
letter is, very different from her preceding one !—=You re- 
turned an an{wer to it, Mr. Lovelace? , 2 

Lovel. An anfwer, Colonel !. No doubt of it. - And an 
an{wer full of tranfport. I told her, ‘ I would direétly fer 
* out for Lord M’s, in obedience to her will. I told her, 
‘ that I would confent to any thing fhe fhould command, 

‘ in order to pramote this happy: reconciliation. I told 
* her, that it fhould be my hourly ftudy, to the cnd of - 
* my life, to deferve a goodnefs fo tranicendent.’ But E 
cannot forbear faying, that I am not a little fhocked and 
furprifed, if nothing more be meant by it than to get me 
into the country without feeing her. , = 

Co/. That can’t be the thing, depend upon it, Sir. 
There muft be more in it than That. - For were that all, 
fhe muft think you would foon be undeceived, and that 
you would then moft -probably refume. your intention —. 
Unlefs, indeed, fhe depended upon feeing me in the in-'- 
terim, as fhe knew I was arrived. But I own, I know not. 
what to make of it. Only that fhe does me a great deal. 
of honour, if it be me that fhe callsher b/effed friend, whom 

foe akewways loved and-honoured. Indeed, t ever loved her = 
And if I die unmarried and without children, fhait be as. . 
kind to.her, as her grandfather was: And the rather, as 
I fear that there is too much of envy and felf-love in the: : 
refentments her brother and fitter endeavour to. keep up in - 
her father and motber againft her. But I fhall know better © 
how to. judge of This, when my coufin James comes from: 
Edinburgh ; and he is. every hour expecied.. 

But let me afk you, Mr. Lovelace, What is the name 
of your friend, who is admitted fo eafily into my coufin’s: 
prefence ? Is it not Belford, pray ? eS 8 

Lowel. It is, Sir; a man of honour, and @ great admires - 
ef your fair coufin. ae 

Was I right, asto the fr, Jack? The /af I have 
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fuch ftrong proof of, that it makes me queftion the i 
fince fhe would not have been out of the way of my iti- 
tended vifit but for thee. 

Co/. Are you fure, Sir, that Mr. Belford i is # man of 
honour? 

Lovel. I can fwear for him, Colonel. What nskeo you 
put this queftion ?- 

Col. Only this: That an officious cen rovice 
has been fent up to inquire into my ceufin’s life and eon - 
verfation: And, would you believe it! the frequent: vifits 
of this gentleman have been interpreted: bafely to her dif- 
reputation ?——Read that letter, Mr. Lovelace, and you 
will be fhocked at every part of it. 

This curfed letter, no doubt, is ftom the young Levite, 
whom thou, Jack, defcribedfty as making inquiry of Mrs. 
Smith about Mifs Harlowe’s'charatter and vifiters (a); 

I believe I was a quarter of an hour in teading it: For F 
made it, tho’ not a fhort one, fix times as long as it is, by 
the additions of oaths and curfes to every pedantic line. 
Lord M. too helped to lengthen it, by the like execra- 
tions. And thou, Jack, wilt have as much reafon to curfe 
it, as we. . 

-You cannot but fee, faid the Colonel, when I had dcke 
reading it, that this fellow has been offtious in his male- — 
volence ; for what he fays is mere hearfay, and that hear- 
fay conjctural feandal without faét, or the appearance of 
fact, to fupporeit; fo that an unprejudiced eye, upon the 
fice of the letter, would condemn the writer of it, as I 
did, and acquit my coufin. But yet, fuch is the fpirit by 
Ww hich the reft of my relations are governed, that they run 
away with the belief of the worft it infinuates, and the 
dear creature has had fhocking letters upon it; the pedant’s 
hints are taken ; and a voyage to one of the colonies -has 
been propofed to her, as the only way to avoid Mr, Bel- 
ford and you. I have not feen thefe letters indeed; but - 
they took a pride in repeating fome of their contents swhich 
muit have cut the poor foul to the Heart ; and thefe, joined | 
to her former futicrings——What have yee not, Mr. Love 
Jace. to anfwer for? |” 

Lovel. Who the devil could have expetted fach confe- 
guences.as thefe ?. Who could have believed there could | 
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‘parents fo im le? Brasher and fifter fo envious ? 
ind,..give me leave to fay, a lady fo immoveably fixed 
againft the only means that could be taken to put all righs 
with every body ?—And what now can be done ? 

_ Lord M. Uhave great hopes, that Col. Morden may 
yet prevail upon his coufin. And by her laft letter, it runs 
m my mind, that fhe has fome thoughts of forgivin 
al] that’s paft. Do you think, Colonel, if there fhoul 
zet be fuch a thing as a reconciliation going forward at 
refent, that her letter may not imply, that if we could 
being fuch a thing to bear with her friends, fhe would be 
reconciled to Mr. Lovelace ? — : 
Col. Such an artifice would better become the Italiarr 
fubtlety than the Englifh fimplicity. Your Lerdthip has 
heen in Italy, Iprefume? 2 | | i 
Lovel. My Lord has read Boccacio, perhaps, and that’s 
as well, as to the hint he gives, which may be borrowed 
from one of that author’s ftories. But Mifs Clariffa Hare 
lowe is above all artifice. She muft have fome meaning. 
I cannot fathom. 

. Col. Well, my Lord, I can only fay, That I will. 
make fome ufe of the letters Mr. Lovelace has obliged. 
me with: And after I have had fome talk with my coufin: 
James, who is hourly expected .and when I have dif-_ 
patched two or three affairs that prefs upon me ; I will. 
pay my refpectsto my dear coufin’; and fhall then be able . 
to forma better.judgment of things, Meantime I will 
write to her ; for I have fent to inquire about her, and find 
fhe wants confolation. | 

Lowel. If you favour me, Colonel, with the damned 
letter of that fellow Brand, for a day or two, you will , 
oblige. me. 

. Col. Iwill. But remember, the man is a parfon, M?. ; 
Lovelace ;. an ianocent one too, they fay. Elfe I had been 
at him before now. And theie college novices, who think 


- they know every thing in their cloyiters, and that all Ieark- 


ing lies.in doeks, make difmal figures when they come» 

into the world among men aad aomen. , 
Lord M@. Brand! Brand! It feould have been Fire- - 

braad, [think in my confcicnce! a a a 
‘Thus ended this SnERty conicienet: . 
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I cannot fay, Jack, but I am greatly taken with . 
Col. Morden. He is brave and generous, and knows the 


world ; and then his contempt of the parfons is a certai 


fign that he is one of Us. 7, gn 
We parted with great. civility; Lord M. (not a little 
pleafed that we did, and as greatly taken with the Colonel} 
repeated his wifh, afterthe Colonel was gone, that he had 
arrived in time to fave the lady ; if that would have done it. 
IE with fotoo. For by my foul, Jack, I.am every day’ 
more and more uneafy abouther. But I hope fhe is not 
fo ill as I am told fhe is. | | 
I inclofe this Fire-Brand’s letter, as my Lord calls him.- 
I reckon it will rouze all thy phlegm into vengeance. 
‘I know not what to. advife as to fhewing it to the lady.. 
. Yet, perhaps, fhe will be able to reap more fatisfaction 
than concern from it, knowing her own innocence ; in that 
it will give her to hope, that her friends treatment of her, 
is owing as much to mifreprefentation, as to their own 
natural mnplacablenefs. Such a mind as her’s, I know, 
would be glad to find out the fhadow of a reafon for the 
fhocking letters the Colonel fays they have fent her, and 
for their propofal to her, of going to fome one of the co-- 
lenies. (Cenfound them all—But if I begin tocurfe, F- 
fhall never have done) = ‘Then it may put her upon {uch . 
a defence, as fhe might be glad of an opportunity to make, 
and to fhame them for their monftrous credulity-—But this 


I leave to thy own fat-headed prudence—Only it vexes © 


me to the heart, that even fcandal and calumny fhould dare 
to furmife the bare poffibility of any man’s fharing the fa- - 
vours of a lady, whom now methinks I could worfhip with . 
a veneration due only to.adivinity. _ 

Charlotte and her fifter could not help weeping at the- - 
bafe afperfion : When, when, faid Patty, lifting up her. 
hands, will this {weet lady’s fufferings be at an end ?——Oh 
coufin Lovelace !== =. 8 

And thus am I blamed for every one’s faults }—When 
her brutal father curfes her, itis I. I upbraid her with her - 


- fevere mother. Her ftupid uncle’s implacablenefs is all | 


mine. Her brother’s virulence, and her fifter’s {pite arid _ 

envy, are intirely owing to me. This rafcal Brand’s letter-- 

is of my writing=Q- Jack, what a wretch is thy Lovelace !. 
tn a ‘ee Re- 
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“*Retrvrnep without a letter ! —This damned fellow 
Will is returned without a letter ! Yet the ra{cal tells me 
that he hears you have been writing to me thefe two days ! . 
+ Plague confound thee, who muft know my impatience, 
and the reafon for it } - - - ae 
To fend a man and horfe on purpofe ; as T did! My 
imagination chained to the belly of the beaft, in order to 
—? pace with him ! Now he is got to this place ; Now 
to that ; Now to London; Nowtothee. — 

Now (a letter given him) whip and fpur upon the re- 
tur. This town juft entered, not ftaying to bait: That. 
village paffed by : Wares the wind behind him ; in a foam- 


_ ing fweat man and horfe. 


And in this way did he attually enter Lord M.’s court- 


é a 

The reverberating pavement brought me down—The’ 
letter, Will! The letter, dog !—The letter, Sirrah! 

No fetter, Sir !—<= Then wildly ftaring round me, fifts. 
clenched, and grinning like a maniac, Confound thee 
for a dog, and him that fent thee without one !—T his mo- 
ment out of my fight, or I’ll fcatter thy ftupid brains thro’ 
the air ; fnatching from his holfters a piftol, while the raf- 
cal threw himfelf from the foaming beait, and run to avoid 
the fare; which I wifhed with all my foul thou hadf been 
within the reach of me, to have met with. 

But, to be as meek as a Jamb to one who has me at his 
Mercy, and can wring and torture my foul as he pleafes, 
What canft thon mean to fend back my varlet without a let- 
ter? — | will fend away by day-dawn another fellow up- 
on another beaft for what thou haft written ; and I 
thee on thy allegiance, that thou difpatch him not back 
empty-handed. ° : 


LETTER XxXV. 
Mr. Brann; To Joun Hartowsg, E/9; 
2 (Inclofed in the preceding) i 
‘Worthy Sir, my very good Friend and Patron, - , 
Atrived in town yefterday, after a tolerable pleafant - 
Journey (confidering the hot weather and dufty ae 


a 7 


io §«=—s(« Tbe History of:. 
I put up at the Bull and Gate in Holborn, and haftened ta 


Covent-garden. I. foon found the -houfe where the 


unhappy lady lodges. And, in the back -fhop, had-@ 
good qu of difcourfe (2) with Mrs. Smith, (her landlady), 


whom I found to be fo bighly prepoffeyfed mn. her favoar,. 


that I faw it would not anfwer your defires. to take my ina. 

formations altogether from her, and. being obliged to at-' 

tend my patron ; who, to my forrow, . eee 
( Miferum eft aliena vivere quadra) 


I find wants much waiting upon, and is amother fort of man 


than he was at college: For, Sir, (ater nos) bonours change 
manners. For the aforefaid caufes I thought it would bett 
anfwer all the ends of the commifion you honoured me, 
with, to engage, in the defired fcrutiny, the wife of a-para: 
ticular friend, who lives aloroft over again the houfe 
where fhe lodges, and who is a gentlewomap of chara&er.. 
and /obriety, a mother of children, .and one'who. éssws 
the world well. - ! pe alt 
To her I applied myfelf, therefore, and gave her a thort 
hiftory of the cafe, and defired fhe would very particularly . 
enquire into the condu@ of the unhappy young lady ; her 
prefent way of life and fubjiftence; her vifiters, her im- 
ployments, and fuch-like; for thefe, Sir, you know, are 
the things whereof you wished to be informed. , 
Accordingly, Sir, I waited upon the gentlewoman afore- 
faid, this day ; and, to my very great trouble (becaufe I 
know it will be to yours, and likewife to all your worthy 
family’s) I muft fay, that I do find things look a little more 
darkly, than I hoped they would. For, alas! Sir, the 
gentlewoman’s report turns not out fo favourable for 
Mifs’s reputation, as J wihhed, as yoe wifhed, and as every 


one of her friends wifhed. But fo it is throughout the: 
world, that one falfe flep generally brings on anorber'; and 


peradventure a wor/é, anda fiil/ worfe ; till the poor Aimed 
foul, (a very’ fit epithet of the divine Quarles’s !) is quite 
entangled, and, (without infinite mercy) loft for ever. 

It {sens, Sir, fhe is, notwithftanding, ina very iff fate 
of health. In this, both gentlewomen (that is to fay, Mrs. 
Smith herlandlady, and my friend’s wife) agree. Yet fhe 


_goes often out in a chair, to prayers, (as it 1s far). But - 
: . my’ 
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my Friend’s Wife tells:me) that nothingyis more common - 
in Londen, than that the frequenting of the-church at: 
morning prayers, is made the pretence-and cower for pri- 
vate affenations, What a fad thing is this! that what 
was defigned for whelfome noxrifoment to the cass Soul, 
ftonld be turned inte rank-peson ! But as Mr. Daniel de. 
Foe; an ingenious man, -the’ a. difiarer, obferves (But. 
indeed x is an old proverb; only I think he was the firit 
that-put itintoverfe) = 

>. - God-never had. a honfe of pray’r, - 


_- But Satan had a chapel there. | 

_ Yet, to do the lady ju/fice; no-body comes home with 
her: Nor, indeed can they, becaufe fhe goes forward and 
backward ita fedan or chair. (as they Call-it). But then 
there is a gentleman. of. aa goad charader (an intimado of 
Mr. Lovelace’s) who is a confaat viliter of her, and of : 
the people of the houfe, whonr He regales and treats, and 
has (of confequence) their Aigb good words. 

, [have hereupon taken the. trouble. (for I love to be «x- 
@@ in any commiffiex I undertake) to inquire particularly 
about this gentieman, as he is called (albeit I hald no. 
man {fo but. by his aCtions.: For, as Juvenal fays, _ 

wn Nabvititesfolg. oft, aigue unica yirtus) 

Arid this I did defore I would fit down to write to yeu.. 
His name is Belford. He has a. paternal eftate of up- 
wards af 1009. pounds wre Aaah teams aie at Phere 

ing for an uncle who left him very. confiderably befides. 
He bears a very profligate chara€.er as to women (for I en- 
quired particularly ‘about: That), and is Mr. Lovelace’s 
more e{pecial:prruads, with whom he holds a regular cor- 
refpondence ; and has been often’ feen. with Mifs (téte a” 
tére). at the auiadow 3 Fh no bcd avav, mdeed: Bat my ~ 
friend’s wife is of epihion, that all is not a: it fhould be. - 
And, indeed, it is mighty ftrange to’ me, if Mifs be fo zoz- 
able a penitent (as is reprefented) and-if fhe have fuch an 
averfior to Mr. Lovelace, that fhe will admit his privado, 
into ber retirements, and fee no other company. 
I andarftand, from Mrs. Smith, that Mr. Hickman was - 
to fee: her fome time ago, from Mifs Howe ; ard Iam 
told, by. another hand (You fee, Sir, how diligent ¥ have - 
been to execute the commiffions-you had given me} acter 


& 
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had no extraordixary opixien of this Belford, at firft; tho’. 
they were feen together one morning by the oppofite neigh- 


bour, at breakfaft with Mifs: And another ume this Bel- 
ford was obferved to watch Mr. Hickman’s coming from 
her; fo that, as it fhould feem, he was mighty zealous to in- 
gratiate himfelf with Mr. Hickman ; no doubt, to engage 
him to make a favourable report to- Mis Howe of the inti- 


macy he was admitted into by her unhappy friend ; who, 
(as fhe is very ill) may mean no harm in allowing his vifits 


(for he, it feems, brought ta her, or recommended, at 
leaft, the doctor and apothecary that attend her): But I 
think, upon the whole, it /eoketh not-wwell. 


I am forry, Sir, I cannot give you a better account of ° 


the young lady’s prudence. But, what fhall we fay 2? . 
Uvague con/peltaé liverem ducit ab. wud, | 
as Juvenal obferves. ee | 


One thing I am afraid of ; which is, That Mifs may 
be under wecefities ; and that this Belford (who, as Mrs. . 
Smith owns, has offered ber money, which fhe, at the time,. 
refufed) may find an opportunity to take advantage of thofe 


secefities: And itis well obferved by the poet, that 
LE gré formofan poteris fervare puellam : 
Nunc prece, nunc auro forma pevita rait. 


And this Belford (who is a bald man, and has, as they 


fay, the /ook of one) may make’ good that of Horace (with 


whofe writings you are fo well acquainted ; nobody better} 


Audax omnia perpeti, 
Gens humana ruit per vetitum nefas. 


Forgive me, Sir, for what I am going to write: Butif_ 
you could prevail upon the reft of your family, to join 


im the fcheme which jou, and her wirtuous fffer, Mifs Ara- 


bella, and the archdeacon, and I, once talked of, (which. - 


is, to. perfuade the unhappy young lady to go, in fome 


creditable manner, to fome one of the foreign colonies). 


it might fave not only her wa credit and reputation, but the 


reputation and credit of all her fami/y,and a great deal of vex 
ation moreover. For it is my humble opinion, that you will 


hardly, any of you, injoy yourfelves while this (once inno- 


cent) young lady is in the way of being fo frequently heard . 
* by you : And this would put her ous of the way both of 


Lhi's. 
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this Belford and of that Lovelace, and it might, peradven- 
ture, prevent as much evil as fcandal, | | 

‘You will forgive me, Sir, for this my plaizne/s. Ovid 
pleads for me, —— | | 

: —Adulator nullus amicus erit. 

And I have no view but that of approving myfelf a xea- 
lous well-wifer to all your worthy. family (whereto I owe 


‘a great number of obligations) and very particularly, Si, 


Your obliged and humble Servant, 
Wedn. Aug. 9. Enias Beane. 
P.S. I thall give you further bints when I come dewn (which will be 
in a few days ;) and who my i#formasts were ; but by thef" you will 
fee, that I have been very affiduous (for the time) in the tafk you fet 
_ fe upon. ~ 
‘The length of my letter you will excufe ; for I aeed not tell you, Sir, 
what sarrative, complex, and converfation letters, (fuch a one a8 
mine) require. Every onetohiszalent, Letter-voriting is mine, 
‘T-will be bold to fay ; and that my corre/pondencte was much coveted 
at the Univerfity, on that account, But this I fhould not have taken” 
wpon me to mention ; only in defence of the /engtb of my letter ; for 
nobody writes foorter, or pitbier, when the fubje® is vin common 
forms only—But in apologizing for my prolixity, I am adding to the 
fault, (if it were one, which, however, I cannot think it to be, the 
fubje conGdered : But this I have faid before in other words :) So, . 
Sir, if you will excufe my poffcript,. I am fare you will not find. 
fault with my letter. © peas 7 
I think I have nothing to add until I bave the hanour of attending 
" —- you in perfon ; butthatIam, asabove, &c.&c.&c. E, B, | 


LETTER XXVI. 


Mr, Bzerrorp, To Ropert Loveracet, E/q 
—— | Weduefday night, Aug. 30. 

T was lucky enough that our two fervants met at Han- 
nah’s (a), which gave them fo good an opportunity of 
exchanging their letters time enough for cach to return 
to his mafter early in the day. 
Thou doft well to brag of thy capacity for managing 
fervants, and to fet up for correcting our poets in their 
charaéters of this clafs of people (4), when, ke a mad-: 
man, thou canft beat their teeth out, and attempt to fhoot 
them thro’ the head, for not bringing to thee what thry 
had no power to obtain. eas 
ou 


(a) ‘The windmill, near Slough. (5) See Letter V. of this Vol, p. a3 
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You well obferve (2) that you would have made a. 
thorough-pac’d Lawyer. The whole of the converfation- 


piece between you and the Colonel, affords a convincing 
proof, that there is a black and a white fide to every caufe: 
But what muft the confcience of a partial whitener of his 
own caufe, os blackener of anotber’s, tell him, while he is 


throwing duft in the eyes of his judges,, and all the time. 


knows his own guilt ? ae 

' The Colonel, I fee, is far from being‘a-faultlefs man : 
But while he fought not to carry his point by breach of 
faith, he has an excufe which thou haf not.. But with f£e- 


{pect to him, and tous all, I can now, with deceitaticn of ' 


fome of my own actions, fee, that the taking advantage of 
another perfon’s good opinion of us, to injure (perhaps to 
roim) that other, is the moft ungenerous wickednefs that 
can becommitted.. | | eo 

| Mar a&ting thus by men, we fhould notbe at a lofs to 
give fuch actions a name: But is ie not doubly and trebly 
agoravated, when fuck advantage ts taken of an: ftretpe- 
rienced and innocent young creatare, whom we prefend 
to love above all the women in the world ; and when we. 
feal our pretences by the moft folema vows and protefta- 
tions of inviolable honour, that we oan invent? : 

I fee that this gentleman is the beft matth thou ever 
@ouldeft have had, upon all accounts: His fpirit flich dn- 
other impetuous one a3 thy own ; foon taking fire : vin- 
dictive ; and only differing in This, that the caufe he in- 
gages inisa jultone. But, commiend nie to ‘honeft brutal 
Mowbray, who, before he knew the caafe, offers his fword 
in thy behalf againft a man who had taken the injured fide, 
and whom he had never feen before. a es 

As foon asJ had run thro’ your letters, and that incen+ 
diary Brand’s (by the latter of which I faw to what caufe 
a great deal of this laft implacablenefs of the Harlowe fa- 
mily is owing) I took coach to Smith’s, altho’ I had been 
come from thence but about an hour, and had taken leave 
of the lady for the night. 

- I fent down for Mra. Lovick, and defired her, in the firft 
place, to acquaint the lady (who was bufied in her clofet) 
that I had letters from Berks : In which I was informed, 
| thar 
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that the interview between Col. Morden and Mr. Love- 
lace. had ended without ill.confequences ; that the Colonel 
intended to write to-her very fogn, and was interefting him. 
felf mean while in her favour, with her relations ; that I 
hoped, that this agreeable news would be a means of giv- 
ing her good reft ; and I would wait uponherinthemom- 
ing, by the time fhe fhould return from prayers, with all 
the ticulars. : 
: fent me word, that fhe fhould be glad to fee me in 
the morning ; and was highly obliged to.me for the good 
mews hadfentherap.. © .  . » 4 
» T.then, m the back-fhop, read to Mrs, Lovick andta 
Mrs. Smith, Byand’s letter, .atdatked them, If they could 
guefs at the man’s informant.? They were notat a lofs, 
Mrs. .Santh having feen the fame fellow Brand who had 
talked with her,. as I mentioned in a former (a), come out 
of-a milliner’s fhop over-againft them ; which milliner, the 
faid, hadalfo been lately very inquifitive about the lady. 
.. J :wanted no further hint.; .but, ‘bidding them take no 
potice to the:-lady of what I had.read, I thot over the.way; 
and aflsing: for the miiimfs of the houfe, fhe carhe to.me..: 
detaining .with-her, at her invitation, into her.parloar, f 
defired to know, if fhe wasacquainted with a young coun» 
try clergyman of the name of Brand. She hefitatingly, feeing 
me in {ome emotion, owned, that fhe had fome {mall know+ 
lege of the gentleman. Juft then came in her hufband, whe 
is, it feems,:a petty. officer in the excife, and not an ill+ 
behaved maa,, who owned a fuller knowlege of him. 

- . L have the. copy of.a letter, faid I, from this Brand, ia 
which he has taken great liberties with. my character, and 
with "That of the moft: unblameable lady in the world, 
which he. grounds upon informations that you, Madam, 
have. given him. And then I read to them feveral paffages 
in his letter ; and afked, W hat foundation fhe had for giving 
that fellow fuch impreffions of either of us? i: 
. “They knew not what.to anfwer.: But, at laft, faid, that 
he had told them how wickedly the yoang lady had run 
away. from her parents: What worthy and rich people they 
were: In what favour de flood with them 3 and that they had 
gnployed him to inquize after her behaviour, sat ig 
a ; ‘hey 
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They faid, That indeed they knew. very little of the 
young lady ; but that ae upon their cenforioufnefs |] 
it was but too natural to think, that where a lady had 
given way to a delufion, and taken fo wrong a ftep, the 
would not ftop there: That -the moft facred places and 
things were but too often made a cloak for. bad ations. 
That Mr. Brand had been informed (perhaps by fome ene- 
my of mine) that I was a man of very free prinéiples, and 
an intimado, as he calls it, of the man who had ruined her. 
And that their coufin Barker, a mantua-maker, who lodged 
up one pair of ftairs, had often from her window, feen 
me with the lady in her chamber, talking very earneftly 
together : And that Mr. Brand being unable to.account for 
her admitting my vifits, and knowing I was but a new ac- 

uaintance of hers, and an old one of Mr: Lovelace’s, 


ought himfelf obliged to lay thefe matters. before her 


friends. — f OGE 
This was the fum and fubftance of their tale.” O how I 
curfed the cenforioufnefs of this plaguy triumvirate! A 
parfon, a milliner, and a mantua-maker ! The two latter, 
not more by bafine/s led to adorn the perfon, than gene- 
rally by /candal to deftroy the reputations of thofe they 
have a mind to exercife their talents upon!. = 
The two women took great pains to perfuade me, that 
they were people of confcience :—Of confequence, I 


them, too much addicted, I doubted, to cenfure other . 


people who pretended not to their ftrictnefs ; for that! 
d ever found cenforioufnefs, narrownefs, and unchary 
tablencfs to prevail top much with thofe who affected to 
be thought more pious than their neighbours. — 
That was not them, they faid ;. and that they had fince 
inquired into the Jady’s charaéter and manner of life, an 
were very much concerned to think any thing they. had 
faid fhould be made ufe of againft her : And as they heard 


‘from Mrs. Smith, that fhe was not. likely to live lon, |.” 


they fhould be forry the fhould go. out of the world a {ul- 
ferer by their means, or with an ill opinion of them, tho’ 
ftrangers to her. The hufband offered to write, if I pleafed, 
to Mr. Brand, in vindication of the lady 3 and the twe 
women faid, they fhould be glad to wait upon her in per 
fon, to beg her pardon for any thing fhe had ace 
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take amifs from them ; becaufe they were now convinced 
that there was not fuch another young lady in the world. 

Itold them, That the leaft faid of the affair to the lady 
in’ her prefent circumftances, was beft. ‘That fhe was 
fond of taking all occafions to find excufes for her relati- 
ons on their implacablenefs to her ; That therefore I 
fhould take fome notice to her of the uncharitable and 
weak furmizes which gave birth to fo vile a fcandal. But 
that I would have him, Mr. Walton, (for that is the huf- 
band’s name) write to his acquaintance Brand, as foon as 
poflible, as he had offered.——And fo I left them. , 


| LETTER XXXVI. 
Mr. Berrorp, To Ropert Loverace, Efgs: 
| oe Thurfday, 11 0° Clock, Aug. 31. 

AM juft come from the lady, whom Ileft chearful and 


ferene. - : 
‘She thanked me for my communication of the preced- 


‘ ing night. I read to her fuch parts of your letters as I 


could read to her ; and I thought it was a good teft to dif- 


' tnguifh the froth and whipt-fyllabub in them from the 


cream, in what one cou/d and could not read to a woman, 


+ of fo fine a mind ; fince four parts out of fix of thy letters, 
- which I thought entertaining as [read them to mytelf, ap-- 


peared to me, when I would have read them to her, moft 
abominable ftuff, and gave me a very contemptible idea 
of thy talents, and of my own judgment. 

She was far from rejoicing, as 1 had done, at the dif- 


_ appointment her letter gave you when explained. 
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‘She faid, fhe meant only an innocent allegory, that might 
carry inftruction and warning to you, when the meaning 
was taken, as well as anfwer her own hopes for the time. It 
was run off ina hurry. She was afraid, tt was not quite 


; Tight in ber. But hoped the end would excufe, if it could 


not juftify, the means. And then fhe again expreffed a good 
deal of dpprehenfion, left you fhould ftill-take it into. 
your head to moleft her, when her time, fhe fays, is fo 
fhort, that fhe wants every ‘moment of it ; repeating what 
fhe had once {aid before, That when fhe wrote, fhe was 


ie 16 Hl, that the believed, the fhould not have lived till ee 


4 
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If the had thought fhe fhonld, fhe muft have thought of an 
‘expedient that would have better anfwered her intentions ; 
hinting at a removal out of the knqwlege of us both. 
But fhe was much pleafed that the conference between 
‘you and Colonel Morden ended fo amicably, after twa or 
three fuch violent fallies, as I acquainted her you had had 
‘between you ; and faid, fhe muft abfolutely depend upon 
‘the promife I had given her to ufe my utmoft endeavours 
‘to prevent further mifchief on her account. — 

_ She was pleafed with the juftice you did her character 
to her coufin. | _ 

She was glad to hear, that he had fo kind an opinion of 
her, and that he would write to her. «= - 

J was under an unneceffary concern, how to break to 
her, that I had the copy of Brand’s vile letter : -Unnere/- 
 fary, I fay; for fhe took it juft as you thought fhe would, 
as an excufe fhe wifhed to have for the implacablenefs-of 
her friends ; and begg’d I would let her read it herfelf; 
for, faid fhe, the contents cannot -difturb me, be they 
what they will. 

I gave it her, and fhe read it to herfelf, a tear now-and- 
then ready to ftart, and a figh fometimes interpofing. 

She gave me back the letter with great and furprifing 
calmnets, confidering the fubje&. | 

There was a time, faid fhe, and that not long finee, 
when fuch a letter as this would have greatly pained me. 


But I hope, I have now got above all thefe things ; for I | 


can refer to your kind offices, and Mifs Howe’s, the juftice 
that will be done to my memory among my friends. ‘There 
is a good and a bad light in which every thing that befals 
us, may be taken. If the human mind will bufy icelf 
to make the worft of every difagreeable occurrence, it will 
never want woe. This letter, affecting as the fubje& of it 
is to my reputation, gives me more pleafure than pain, be- 
gaufe I can gather from it, that had not my friends been 
r repotfefied by mifinformed, or rafh and officious: perfons, 
who are always at hand to flatter or footh the paffions of 
the affluent, they could not have been fo immoveably de- 
termined azainit me. But now, they are fufficiently cleared 
fiom every imputaticn. of unforgivenefs ;: for, while I ap~ 
eared to them in the character of a vile hypocrite, pre- 
of 2 tending 
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_.. I could only admire her in filence.. 
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tending to true penitenct, yet giving up myfelf to pro-. 
fligate courfes, how could I expeét either their pardon or 
bleffing ? : ex) | | 

But, Madam, faid I, you’ll fee by the date of this letter, 
Auguft g, that their feverity, previass to that, cannot be 
excufed by it. | oe 
.. It imports me much, replied fhe, on account of my pre- 
fent wifhes, as.to the office you are fo kind to undertake, 
that you fhould not think harfhly of my friends. I mut 
Own to you, that Lhave been apt fometimes myfelfto think 
them not only fevere, but cruel. Suffering minds will be 
peo to their own caufe and merits. Knowing their own 

arts, if fincere, they are apt to murmor when harfhly 
treated : .But.if they are not delieved to be innocent by 
perfons, who havea right to decide upon their conduét ac- 
«ording to their own judgments, how can it be helped? 
Befides, Sir, How.do you know, that there are not about 
my friends as well-meaning mifreprefenters as Mr. Brand 
yeally feemsto be? But be this as it will, there is no doubt 
that there are and have been multitudes of perfons, as in- 


_mocent as myfelf, who have fuffered upon furmifes as little 


probable as thofe on which Mr. Brand founds his judg- 
ment. Your intimacy, Sir, with Mr. Lovelace, and (may 
I fay?) a character which, it feems, you have been Jeis 


* follicitous formerly about jathfying, than perhaps you will 


be for the future ; and your frequent vifits to me, may 
well be thought to be queftionable circumftances in my 
condudt. ) 

- But you fee, Sir, proceeded the, how neceflary itis for 
young people of our fex, to be careful of our company : 
And ae much, at the fame time, it behoves young gen- 
tlemen to-be chary of their own reputation, were it only 
for the fake of fuch of ours, as they may mean honourably 


_ by ; and who otherwife. may foffer in their good names for 


being feen in their company.. | 7 

As to.Mr.. Brand, continued fhe, he is to be pitied ; and 
let. me injoin you, Mr. Belford, not to take up any re> 
fentments againft him which may be detrimental either to 


-his perfon ar his fortunes: Let his fonction and his good. 


qaeaning plead for him. He will have concern enough, 
. te when 
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when he finds every body whole difpleafure I now. labour 
under, acquitting my memory of perverfe guilt, and join- 
ing 1n a generai pity tor me. 

This, Lovelace, 1s the lady whofe life thou haft cur- 
-tailed in the blofiom of it!—— How many opportunities 
muft thou have had of admiring her ineftimable worth, 
yet couldit have thy ienies io much abforbed in the Woman 
in her charming perton, as to be ‘blind to the Ancet 
that fhines out in duch full glory in her mind? Indeed, I 
shave ever thought mytelf, when bleft with her converi 
tion, in the company of-a real angel: And I am Ture it 
-would be impoflible for me, were the to be as beautiful, 
and as crimfoned over with health as I have feen her, to 
have the leaft thought of Sex, when I heard her talk. 
Thur/day, three o'clock, Aug. 31. 

On my re-vifit to the lady, I found her almoft as much 
a fufferer trom joy, as fhe had fometimes been from grief: 
For fhe had juft received a very kind letter from her coufin 
Morden; which fhe was fo good as to communicate to 
me. As fhe had already begun to anfwer it, I bego’d leave 
to attend her in the evening, that I might not interrupt 
her in it. 

The letter is a very tender one *# # # # 


Here Mr. Belford gives the fubjtance of it upon bis me- 


mory. [See the next letter.] And then adds: 
But, alas! all will be now too late. For the decree is 
certainly gone out. ‘The world is unworthy of her ! 


LETTER XXVIII 
Colonel MorvEN, To Mi/s Ct. Hantowe. 


My dear Coufin, Tuefday, Aug. 29. 
| Cries me to condole thofe misfortunes, which 
have occafioned fo unhappy a difference between 
you, and the reft of your family : And to offer my afliftance, 
to enable you to make the beft of what has happened. 
You have fallen into moft unworthy hands. The letter 
I wrote to you from Florence (a) I find, came too late 
to have its hoped-for effect. Iam very forry it did: As I 
am that I did not come fooner. toEngland in pexfon. - 


‘ But, 
(a) See Vol, iil, Pp» 3566 
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But, forgetting paft things, let us look forward. I have 
been with Mr. Lovelace, and Lord M. I need nog tell 
you, it feems, how defirous all the family are of the ho- 
nour of an alliance with you ; nor how exceedingly earneft 
the former is to make yau all the reparation in his power. 

_ I think, my dear coufin, that you cannot now do bet- 
ter than to give him the honour.of your hand. He fays 
fach juft and great things of your virtue, and fo heartily 
condemns himfelf, that I think there is great.and honour- 
able room for your forgiving him: And the more, as it 
feems you are determined againft a legal profecution, . 

Your effectual forgivenefs of him, itis evident to me, 
Will accelerate a general reconciliation : F or, at prefent, 
my other coufins cannot perfuade themfelves, that he is in 
earneft to do you juftice; or that you would refufe him, 
if you believed he was. , 

‘ But, my dear coufin, there may poffibly be fomething 
in this affair, to which I may.be a ftranger. If there be, 
and you-will acquaint me with it, all that a zaturally warm 
heart can do in your behalf, fhall be done. | 

Nothing but my endeavour to ferve you here has hither- 
to prevented me from affuring you of this by word of 
mouth: For I long to fee you, after fo many years ab- 
fence. I hope I th all be able, in my next vifits to my 


i . feveral coufins, to fet all right. Proud fpirits, when con- 


vinced that they have carried refentments too high, want 
but a good excufe to condefcend: And parents mutt ale 
ways love the child they once loved. 

Mean while, I beg the favour of a few lines, to know 
if you have reafon to doubt Mr. Lovelace’s fincerity. For 
my part, I can have none, if I am to judge from the con- 
verfation that paffed yefterday between him and me, an 
eae of Lord M. 

You will be pleafed to direé for me at your uncle An- 
tony’ Ss. 

Permit me, my deareft coufin, till Ican procure a happy 
reconciliation between you and your father, and brother, 
and uncles, to fupply the place to you of all thofe near re- 
ations, as well as that of 7 

Your aff:Bienate Kin finan, and bawble Ser want, 
Ww. Morven. 
‘Vor. VII, G L KE T- 
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LETTER XxXix. 
Mfs Cu. HAR owe, JoWm. Morven, Efq; 
7 | _ Thurfday, Aug. 41. 

MOS‘: heartily congratulate you, dear Sir, on your 
return to your native country. _ 

* I heard with much pleafure that you were come; but I 
was both afraid sid athamed, till you encouraged me hy 
a firft notice, to addrefs myfelf to you." - 
How confoling is it to my wounded heart to find, 
that you haye not been carried away by that tide of refent- 


ment and difpleafure, with which I have been fo unhap-. 
_ pily overwhelmed — But that, while my ftill nearer rela- 


tions have not thought fit to examine into the truth of vile 
reports raifed againft me, you have informedyourfelf (and 
generoufly credited the information), that my error was 
owing more to my misfortune than my fault, 3 

I have not the leaft reafon to doubt Mr. Lovelace’s fin- 
cerity in his offers of marriage: Nor that all his relations 
are heartily defirous of ranking me among them. I have 
had noble inftances of their efteem for me, on their appre- 
hending that-my father’s difpleafure muft. have fubjected 
me to FP fficulties : And this, after I had abfolutely refufed 
their prefling folicitations in their kinfman’s favour, as well 

as his own. . 

’ Nor think me, my dear coufin, blameable for refufing 
him. I had given Mr. Lovelace no reafon to think me a 
weak creature. If I Aad, a man of his character might have 
thought himfelf warranted to endeavour to make ungene- 
rous advantage of the weaknefs he had been able to infpire. 
The confcioufnels of my awn weaknefs (in that cafe) might 
have brought me to a compofition with 6s wickednefs. 


I can indeed forgive him. But that is, becaufe I think 


his crimes have fet me above him. Can I be above the man, 
Sir, to whom I fhall give my hand and my vows; and with 
them a fanétion to the moft premeditated bafenefs? No, 
Sir, let me fay, that your coufin Clarifla, were fhe likely 
to live many years, and ¢hat (if fhe married not this man) 
in penury and want, defpifed and forfaken by all her 


friends, puts not fo high a value upon the conveniencies of - 


lile, 
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life, nor upon life itfelf, as to feek to re-obtain the one, or 
to preferve the other, by giving /ucd a fanction: A fandtion, 
which (were /be to perform her duty) would reward the vio- 
later. | 

Nor is it fo much from Pride, as from Principle, that I 
fay this. What, Sir,.when Virtue, when Chattity is the 
crown of a woman, and particularly of a Wife, fhall your 
coufin ftoop to marry the man who could not form an at- 
tempt upon 4ers, but upon a prefumption, that fhe was ca- 
pable of receiving his offered hand, when he had found hime. 
felf miftaken in the vile opinion he had conceived of her ? 
Hitherto he has not had reafon to think me weak. Nor will 
I give him an inftance fo flagrant, that weak Iam, ina point _ 
in which it would be criminal to be found weak, 

_ One day, Sir, you will perhaps know all my ftory. But, 
whenever it f§ known, I beg, that the author of my cala- 
Mities may not be vindictively fought after. He could not 
have been the author of them, but for.a ftrange concur- 
rence of unhappy caufes. As the Law will not be able to 
reach him when I am gone, any other fort of vengeance. 
terrifies me but tothink of. For, in fuch a cafe, fhould 
my friends be /a/2, what honour would his death bring to 
my memory? If any of them fhould come to misfortune, 
how would my fault be aggravated! | 

God long preferve you, my deareft coufin, and blefs you 
but in proportion to the confolation you. have given me, in 
letting me know that you ftill love me; and that I have 
One near and dear relation who can pity and forgive me, 
{and then will you be greatly blefled—): is the prayer of 

Your ever-grateful and affeGionate 
| Crarissa Hartowe. 

LETTER XXX. 

Mr. LoveLace, To Joun Berrorn, E/q | 

dn anfwer to bis letters of Auguft 26, 28—29.-- 

_ | Thurfday, Aug. 3%. 

Cannot but own, that I am cut to the heart by this 

Mifs Harlowe’s interpretation of her letter. She 

ought never to be forgiven. S4e, a meek perfon, and a 

penitent, and innocent, and pious, and I know not what, 
who can deceive with a foot inthe grave!» 

| G2. Tis 
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°Tis evident, that fhe fat-down to write this letter with 
a defign to miflead and deceive. And if fhe be capable of 
That, at fuch a crifis, fhe has as much need of Goa’s for- 
givenefs, as 1 have of ders: And, with all her cant of 
Charity and Charity, if fhe be not more fure of at, than I 
am of her real pardon; and if fhe take the thing in the light 
fhe ought to take it in ;‘fhe will have a few darker moments 
yet to come than fhe feems to expect. 

Lord M. himfelf, who is not one of thofe (to fpeak im 
his own phrafe) who can penetrate a millfione, fees the de- 
ceit, and thinks it unworthy of her; tho’ my coufins Mon- 
tague vindicate her. And no wonder: This curfed par- 
tial fex [J hate*em all—by my foul, I hate ’em ail !] will 
never allow any-thing againft an individual of it, where 
ours is concerned. And why ? Becaufe, if they cenfure de- 
ceit in another, they muft condemn their own hearts. 

She is to fend me a letter after fhe is in heaven, is fhe? 

The devil take fuch allegories; and the devil take thee for 
calling this abfurdity an innocent artifice ! 

' I infift upon it, that if a woman of her charaéter, at fuch 
-accritical time, is to be juftified in {uch a deception, a man 
in full health and vigour of body and mind, as I am, may 
be excufed for all his ftratagems and attempts againft her. 
And, thank my ftars, I can now fit me down with a quiet 
confcience on that {core. By my foul, I'can, Jack. Nor 
has any-body, who can acquit 4er, aright to blame me. 
But with fome, indeed, every-thing /e does muft be good, 
every-thing Jdo muft be bad—And why ? Becaufe fhe has 


-always taken care to coax the ftupid misjudging world, — 


like awoman: While I have coniftantly defied and defpifed 
its cenfures, likea max. ~ - - ~ 
But, notwithftanding all, you may let her know from 
me, that I will set moleft her, fince my vifits would be fo 
fil.ocking to ‘her: And i hope fhe will take this into her 
confideration, as a piece of generofity, that fhe could hardly 
expe, after the deception fhe has put upon me... And let 
her further know, that if there be any-thing in my power, 
that will contribute either to her eafe or honour, I will obey 
her, at the very firft intimation, however difgraceful or de- 
trimental to myfelf. All this, to make her unapprehen- 
five, and ghat fhe may have nothing to pull her back. 
: : : 
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If her curfed relations could be brought as chearfully te 


perform their parts, I’d anfwer life for life for her recovery. 
But who, that has fo many ludicrous images raifed in his 


' mind by thy aukward penitence, can forbear laughing at 


thee ? Spare, I befeech thee, dear Belford, for the future, 
all thy own afpirations, if thou wouldft not difhonour 
thofe of an angel indeed. , 

.When I came to that paffage, where thou fayft, that 
thou confidereft her (2) as one fent from heaven, to draw 
thee after her — for the heart of me, I could not for an 
hour put thee out of my head, in the attitude of Dame 
Elizabeth Carteret, on her monument in Weftminfter- 
Abbey. If thou never obfervedft it, go thither on pur- 
pofe ; and there wilt thou fee this dame in effigie, with 
uplifted head and hand, the latter taken hold of by a Cu- 
pid every inch of ftone, one clumfy foot lifted up alfo, - 
aiming, as the fculptor defigned it, to afcend ;. but fo exe- 
cuted, as would rather make one imagine, that the figure 
(without fhoe or focken, as it is, tho’ the reft of the body ig | 
robed) was looking up to.its corn-cutter: The other riveted 
to its native earth, bemired, like thee (immer/ed thou call- 
eft.it), beyond the poffibility of unfticking itfelf. Both fi- 
gures, thou wilt find, feem to be in a contention, the big- 
ger, whether it fhould pull down the leffer about its ears— 
the leffer (a chubby fat little varlet, of a fourth part of 
the other’s bignefs, with wings not much larger than thofe 
of a butterfly) whether it fhould raife the larger toa heaven 
it points to, hardly big enough to contain the great toes 
of either. | 

Thou wilt fay, perhaps, that the dame’s figure in ffoxe 
may do credit, in the comparifon, to thine, both in grain © 
and fhape, wooden as thou art all over. But that the 
lady, who, in every-thing but in the trick fhe has‘ played 
me fo jately, is truly an angel, is but forrily reprefented 
by the fat-flank’d Cupid. This I allow thee. But yet 
there is enough in thy afpirations, to ftrike my mind with 
a refemblance of thee and the lady to the figures on the! 
wretched monument ; for thou oughteft to remember, that,- 
prepared as fhe may be to mount to her native fkies, it is 


,impoffible for her to draw after her a heavy fellow, who 


has fo much to repent of, and amend. 
(4) See p.83. But 
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But now, to be ferious once more, let me-tell you, Bel- 
ford, that, if the lady be really fo ill as you write the is, 
it will become you (No Roman ftyle bere !) in a cafe fo very 
affecting, to be a little lefs pointed and farcaftic in your 
‘reflections. For, upon my foul, the matter begins to grate 
me moft confoundedly. | 

I am now fo impatient to hear oftener of her, that I take 
the hint accidentally. given me by our two fellows meeting 
at Slough, and refolve to go to our friend Doleman’s at Ux- 
bridge ; whofe wife and fifter, as well as he, have fo fre- 
quently preffed me to give them my company for a week 
ortwo: There fhall I be within two hours ride, if any- 
thing fhould happen to induce her to fee me: For it will 
well become her piety, and avowed.charity, fhould the 
worft happen [The Lord of heaven and. earth, however, 
avert that worft!] to give me that pardon from her /ips, 
which’ fhe has not denied me by pen and ink. And as the 
wifhes my reformation, fhe knows not what good effects 
fuch an interview may have upon me. 

IT fhall accordingly be at Doleman’s to-morrow morne 
ing, by eleven at furtheft. My fellow will find me. there 
at his return from you (with a letter, I hope). I. thall 
have Joel with me likewife, that I may-fend the oftener, 
as matters fallout. Were I to be /#s// nearer, or in town, 
it would be impoffible to with-hold myfelf from feeing her. . 

But, if the worft happen!—as, by your continual knell. 
ing, I know not what to think of it!— (Yet, once more, 
Heaven avert that worft !~How natural is it to pray, when 
one cannot help one’s felf!)—THewn fay not, in fo many. 
dreadful words, what the event is—Only, that-you advife me 
to take a tripto Paris: And that will ftab me to the heart. 


I so well approve of your generofity to poor Belton’s 
fifter, that I have made Mowbray give up his legacy, as I 
~do mine, towards her India Bonds. When I come to 
town, Tourville {hall do the like; and we will buy each a 
ting, to wear in memory of the honeft fellow, with our own 
money, that we may perform 4/s will, as well as our own. 

My fellow rides the reft of the night. I charge you, 
Jack, if you would fave his life, that you fead him not 
back emy ty-handed. f «2 . 
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LETTER XXXL. 

_Mr, Bevrorp, To Ropert Loverace, £/9; 
a . Thurfday night, Aug. 31. 
W HEN I concluded my laft, I hoped, that my-next 
| attendance upon this furprifing lady would furnifh 
me with fome particulars as agreeable as now could be 
hoped for from the declining way fhe isin, by reafon of 
the welcome letter fhe had received from her coufin Mor- 
den. But it proved quite otherwife to me, tho’ not to her- 
Self; for T think I never was more fhocked in my life 
than on the occafion I fhall mention prefently.. . 

When’ I attended her about feven in the evening, fhe 
told: me, that fhe had found herfelf fince I went in a 
very petulant way. Strange, fhe faid, that the pleafure 
fhe had received from her coufin’s letter fhould have had 
fuch an effedt upon her. But the had given way to a com- 
parative humour, as fhe might call it, and thought it very 
hard, that her nearer relations had not taken the methods 
with her, which her coufin Morden had begun with; by 


‘inquiring into her merit or demerit, aud giving her caufe 


a fair audit before condemnation. ’ 

She had hardly faid this, when fhe ftartedy and ablufh | 
overfpread her face, on hearing, as.I alfo did, a fort of 
lumbering noife upon the fairs, as if a large trunk were 
bringing up between two people: And, looking upon me 
with an eye of concern, Blunderers! faid fhe, they have 
brought in fomething two hours before the time.—~ Don’t 
be furprifed, Sir: It is all to fave you trouble.. 

‘Before I could fpeak, in came Mrs. Smith: Q Ma- 
dam, faid fhe, What have you done ?—Mrs. Lovick, en-= 
tering, made the fame exclamation. Lord have mercy 
upon me, Madam, cry’d I, what have you done !—For, 
fhe ftepping at the inftant to the door, the women told 
me, it was a-cofin.—- O Lovelace! that thou hadft been 
there at the moment! — Thou, the caufer of all thefe 
fhocking fcenes! Surely thou couldf nat have been lefs 
affeCied than I, who have no guilt, as to.ser, to anfwer for. 

With an intrepidity of a: piece with the preparation, 
having directed them to carry it into her bedchamber, fhe 

G4 _ returned 
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returned to us: They were not to have brought it in tilf 
after dark, faid fhe—Pray, excufe me, Mr. Belford: And 
-don’t you, Mrs. Lovick, be concerned: Nor you, Mrs. 
Smith. Why fhould you? There is nothing more in it, 
than the unufualnefs of the thing. Why may we not be 
as reafonably fhocked at going to the church where are | 
the monuments of our anceftors, with whofe duft we even 
4pe our duft fhall be one day mingled, as to be moved at 
fuch a fight as this? - | | 

We all remaining filent, the women having their aprons 
at their eyes—Why this concern for nothing at all, faid 
fhe ?— If I am to be blamed for any-thing, it is for fhewing 
too much folicitude, as it may be thought, for this earthly 
part. I love to do every-thing for myfelf that I can do. 
Jeverdid. Every other material point is fo far done and 
taken care of, that I have had /es/ere for things of leffer 
moment. Minuteneffes may be obferved, where greater 
articles are not neglected for them. I might have had this 
to order, perhaps, when lefs fit to order it. I have no 
mother, no fifter, no Mrs. Norton, no Mifs Howe, near 
me. Some of you muft have feen ¢h7s in a few days, if 
not now; perhaps have had the friendly trouble of direét- | 
jng it. And what is the difference of a few days to you, 
when J am gratified, rather than difcompofed by it ?—I 
fhall not die*the fooner for fuch a preparation.—Should 
not every-body make their will, that has any-thing to be- 
queath? And who, that makes a will, fhould be afraid of 
a coffin ?——My dear friends (to the women), I have con- 
fidered thefe things; do not give me reafon to think you 
have not, with fuch an object before you, as you have 
had in me, for weeks. ; 

How reafonable was all this !— It fhewed, indeed, that 
fhe herfelf had well confidered of it. But yet we could 
not help being fhocked at the thoughts of the coffin thus 
brought in: The lovely perfon before our eyes, whois | 
in all likelihood fo foon to fill it. | 

We were all filent ftill, the women in grief, I in a man- 
ner ftunned. She would not afk me, fhe faid; but would — 
be glad, fince it had thus earlier than fhe had intended been 
brought in, that her two good friends would walk in and’ 
look upon it. They would be lefs fhocked, when it was 

| are made’ 
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‘made more familiar to their eye, than while their thanghts . 


ran large upon it. Don’t you lead back, {aid the, a ftart- 
ing fteed to the object he is apt to ftart at, in order to fa- ' 
miliarize him to it, and cure his ftarting ? The fame rea- 
fon will hold in this cafe. Come, my good friends, I wiil © 
lead you in. | 
_I took my leave; telling her fhe had done wrong, very 
wrong; and ought not, by any means, to have fach an ‘ 
object before her. : 
The women followed her in.— "Tis a flrange Sex! No- 
thing is too fhocking for them to look upon, or fee atted, 
that has but Novelty and Curiofity in it. : 
Down I pofted; got a chair; and was carried home, 
extremely fhocked and difcompofed : Yet, weighing the 
lady’s arguments, I know not why I was fo affected—ex- 


‘cept, as the faid, at the unufualnefs of the thing. 


While I waited for a chair, Mrs. Smith came down, 
and told me, that there were devices and infcriptions upen-- 
the lid. Lord blefs me! Is a coffin a proper fubje& to dif- - 
play fancy upon?—But thefe great minds cannot avoid do- 
ing extraordinary things ! 


LETTER XXXII. 


Mr. Betrorp, To RopeRT LovELACE, Ely; 


Friday Morn. Sept. 1. 

] T is furprifing, that I, a man, fhould be fo much affected” 

as I was, at fuch an object as is the fubject of my for- ° 
mer letter; who alfo, in my late uncle’s cafe, and poor 
Belton’s, had the like before me, and the directing of it: 
When fhe, a woman, of {o weak and tender a frame, who. 
was to fill it (fo foon, perhaps, to fill it!) could give orders 
about it, and draw out the devices upon it, and explain 
them with fo little concern as the women tell me fhe did 
to them laft night, after I was gone. 

I really was ill, and reftlefs all night. Thou wert the 
fubject of my execration, as fhe of my admiration, all the 
time I was quite awake: And, when I dozed, I dreamer 
of nothing but of fying hour-glaffes, deaths heads, {pades, 


= mattocks, and Eternity ; the hint of her devices (as given: 


me by Mrs, Smith) running in my head. 
GGpog However, 
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However, not being able to keep-away from. Smith’s, 
I went thither about.feven. The lady was ju gone out: 
She had flept better, I found, than I, tho’ her folemn repo- 
fitory was under her window not far from her bed-fide.. 

I was prevaied. upon by Mrs. Smith. and her narfe Skeb- 


burne (Mrs. Lovick being abroad with her) to go up-and - 


look.at-the devices. Mrs. Lovick: has finee fhewn meia 


copy of the draught by which all wasordered. AndI. 


will give thee a fketch of the fymbols. : 
- The principal device, neatly etched on a plate of white 


metal, is a crowned ferpent, with its tail in its mouth, . 
forming a ring, the emblem of Eternity, and inthe. circle ; 


. 


made by it:is this-infcription : : 
CLARISSA: HARLOW E, 
oes APRIL X: 
[Then the year] 
SETAT. XIX. | | 
For ornaments: At top, an hour-glafs winged. At 
dottom, an urn. _ 
"Under the hour-glafs, on another plate this jnfcription : 


Here the wicked ceafe from troubling : And wens the 


weary be at ref. Job ul. 17. 
Over the urn, near the bottom: 


urn again unto thy reft, O my foul! For the Lord bath 


rewarded thee: And why? Thou baft deivered my. 


foul from death; mine eyes from tears; and my feet 
from falling, PL. cxvie7, 8) : 

~ Over this text is the head of a white lily {napt fhort off,: 

and juft falling from the ftalk; and this infcription over 

_ that, between the principal plate and the lily : 

The days of man are but as grafs. For be flourifbetb 
as a fower of the field: For, as foon as the wind 
goeth cver it, it is gone; and the place thereof foall. 
know it.no more. Pf. cili. 15, 164. 

Ske exeufed herfelf to. the women, on the fcore of her 
youth, and being ufed to draw for her: needleworks, for 
having fhewn more fancy than would perbaps be thought 
{witable on fo folemn an occafion. 

The date, April.to. fhe accounted for,.as-not being able 

to 
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td tell ‘what her clofng-day would be; and 4s That was 


the fatal day of her leaving her father's: houfe. ; 


_ She difcharged the undertaker’s bill, after I was gone,’ 
with a$ much chearfulnefs as fhe could ever have paid for the 
cloaths the fold to purchafe this her palace: For fuch the 
called it; refleGing .upon herfelf for the expenfivenefs of 
it, faying, That they-might obferve in der, that pride 
1éft not poor mortals to the laft: But indeed ‘fhe did not 
know but her father would permit it, ‘when furnifhed, to 
be carried down to be depofited with her anceftors ;. ‘and, 


_in that cafe, fhe ought not to difcredit them in her /af ap- 


lCarauce. 

i It is covered with fine bigck cloth, and linéd with white 
fatten ; foon, the faid, to be tarnifhed by viler earth than 
any it coald be covered by: | | 

The burial-drefs was brought home with it. The wo- 
men had curiofity enough, I fuppofe, to fee her open 
That, if the did open it.— And, perhaps, thou wouldft. 
ek been’ glad‘to have been prefent, to have admired it 
too! 7 . 

Mrs. Lovick faid, fhe took the liberty to blame her; 
and wifhed the removal of ‘fuch an obje&t—-from hér 5ed- 
chamber, at leaft: And was fo affeéted with the noble an- 
{wer fhe made upon it, that fhe entered it down, thé mo- 
ment fhe left her. | 


“To perfons in health, {aid the, this fight may be thock- 


- img; and the preparation, and my unconcernednefs in “it, 


may appear affected : But to me, who have had fo gradual 
@ weaning-time from the. world, and fo mach reafon hot 
to love it, I moft fay, I dwell on, I indulge (and, ftridly 
fpeaking, I enjoy) the thoughts of death. For, believe 
me (looking. ftedfaftly at the awful receptacle): Believe 
what at this inftant I feel to be moft true, That there is 


‘fuch a vaft fuperiority of weight and importance in the 


thought of death, and its hoped-for happy confequences 
that it in a manner annihilates.all other confiderations and 
concerns. Believe me, my geod friends, it does what nothing 
elfe can do; It teaches me, by ftrengthening in me the force 
of the divineft example, to forgive the injuries I have re- 
ceived ; and fhuts out the remembrance of pat evils from 


my foul, | 
G6 And 
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And now let me afk thee, Lovelace, Doft thou think, | 
that, when the time fhall come that thou halt be obliged’ 
to launch into the boundlefs ocean of Eternity, thou wilt’ 
be able (any more than poor Belton was) to act thy part 
with fuch true heroifm, as this {weet and tender bloffom of 
a woman has manifefted, and continues to manifeft ! = 

O no! it cannot be!— And why cannot it be?—- The © 
reafon is evident: She has no wilful errors to look back’ 
upon with felf-reproach—and her mind is ftrengthened by 
the confolations which flow from that religious reétitude’ . 
which has been the guide of all her a€tions; and which 
has taught her rather to choofe to be a fufferer, than an 
agegreffor! 

This was the fupport of the divine Socrates, as thou haft 
yead. . When led to execution, his wife lamenting that he’ 
fhould fuffer being innocent, Thou fool, faid he, wouldit 
thou with me to be guilty? a ae 


L E T T E R XXXII. 
Mr. BELFoRD, ‘To Roper Lovetace, Efg; 


Friday, Sept... 

H OW aftonifhing, in the midft of fuch affecting fcenes, 

is thy mirth on what thou calle my own a/pira- — 
tions! Never, furely, was there fuch another man in this 
world, thy talents and thy levity taken together !-Surely, 
what I fhall fend thee with this will affect thee. If not, 
nothing can, till thy ewn-bour come: — And heavy will 
then thy reflections be ! 

I am glad, however, that thou enableft me to affure the 
lady, that thou wilt no more moleft her; that is to fay, in 
other words, That, after having ruined ‘her fortunes, and 
all her worldly prof pects, thou wilt be fo gracious, as ta 
let her lie down and diein peace. . 

Thy giving up to poor Belton’s fifter the little legacy, 
and thy undertaking to make Mowbray and Tourville fol- 
Jow thy example, is, I muft fay tothy honour, of a piece 
with thy generofity to thy Rofe-bud and her Johnny; and 
to a number of other good actions, in pecuniary matters ; 
altho’ thy Rofe-bud’s is, I believe, the only inftance where 
a pretty woman was concerned, of fuch a difinterefted 
beunty, Upon 
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Upon my faith, Lovelace, I love to praife thee ; and 
often and often, as thou knoweft, have I ffudied for occa- 
fions to do it: Infomuch that when for the life of me I 
could not think of any-thing done by thee that deferved 
it, I have taken pains to applaud the not ungraceful man- 
ner in which thou haft performed actions that merited the 
gallows. : a 

_ Now thou art fo near, I will difpatch my fervant to 
thee, if occafion requires. But, I fear, I fhall foon give 
thee the news thou apprehendeft. For I am juft now fent 
for by Mrs. Smith ; who has ordered the mefienger to tell 
me,. that.fhe knew not if the lady will be alive when I 
come. 5 ed | 


Friday, Sept. 1. tewoo clock, at Smith's. 

IT cou p not clofe my letter in fuch an uncertainty as. 
muft have added to your impatience. For you have, on 
feveral occafions, convinced me, that the fufpenfe you 
love to give would be the greateft torment to you that you. 
could receive. A common cafe with all aggreffive and 
violent fpirits, I believe. I will juft mention then (your, 
fervant waiting here till I have written), that the lady has 
had two very fevere fits: In the laft of which, whilft the 
lay, ,they fent to the doctor, and Mr. Goddard, who both 
advifed, that a meflenger fhould be difpatched for me, as 
her executor; being doubtful, whether, if fhe had a third, 
it would not carry her off.. — - : 


She was tolerably recovered by the time I came; and. 


_ the doétor made her promife before me, that fhe would. 


not attempt any more, while fo weak, to go abroad; for,. 
by Mrs. Lovick’s defcription, who attended her, the fhort- 
nefs of her breath, her extreme weaknefs, and the fervor 
of her devotions when at church, were contraries, which, 
pulling different ways (the foul afpiring, the body finking) 
tore her tender frame in pieces. 

So much for the prefent.. I thall detain Will. no longer, 
than juft to beg, that you will fend me back this pacquet, 
and the laft. Yous memory is,fo good, that once reading 
is all you-ever give, or need to give, toany-thing. And 
who but ourfelves can make out our-charaéters, were you 
inclined to let.any-body fee what paffes between us? If I 

7 cannot 
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cannot be obliged, I fhall be tempted to with-hold what I 
write, till I have time to take a copy of it (a). 
- A letter from Mifs Howe is juft now brought by a par- 
ticular meffenger, who fays he muft carry back a few 
lines in return. But, as thé lady is juft retired to lie 
down, the'mian isto call again by-and-by,  ~ : 


LETTER XXXIV. F 
Mr. Lovetace, To Joun BextForp, E/g. 
Uxbridge, Sept. 1. twelve vo’ clock at night. 


I Send you the papers with this: You muf accountto 
me honeftly and fairly when I fee you for the-ear-’ 


neftnefs with which you write for them.:- And then alfo 

will we talk about the contents of your laft difpatch, and 
about fome of your fevere and unfriendly reflections. 

' ' Mean time, whatever thou doft, don’t let the wonder- 

ful creature leave us! Set before her the fin of her prepa- 

ration, as if fhe thought fhe could depart when fhe pleafed. 


She'll perfuade herfelf, at-this rate, that fhe has nothing . 


to do, when all is ready, but to lie down, and go to fleep: 
And fuch a lively fancy as hers will make a reality of a jeft 
at any time. 
A jef, I call all that has paffed between her and me; 
a mere jeft to die for !~-For has fhe not, from firft to laft, 
infinitely more triumphed over me, than fuffered from me? 
_ Would the facred regard I have for her purity, even 
for her perfonal as well .as intel/e@ual- purity, permit, I 
could prove this as clear asthe fun. Therefore tell the 
dear creature, fhe muft not be wicked in her piety. There 
is a too much, as well asa too “ttle, even in righteoufnefs. 
Perhaps fhe does not think of that. — O that fhe would 
have permitted my attendance, as obligingly as fhe does of 
thine !——The dear foul ufed to lové humour. I remember 
the time that fhe knew how to {mile at a piece of apropos 
humour. And, let me tell thee, a fmile upon the lips 
muft have had its correfpondent chearfulneffés in a heart fo 
fincere as hers. : 


(2) It may not be amifs to obferve, that Mr. Belford’s folicitude to | 


get back his letters, wae owing to his defire of fulfilling the lady’s withes, 


that he would furaifh Mifs Howe with materials to vindicate her mee 
mcrye i 
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-- "Tell :the.doéor, I will make over all my poffeffions, 
and all my reverfions,.to him, if he will but prolong her - 
life for one twelvemonth te-come. Bat for one twelve- - 
month, Jack! — He will lofe all his reputation with me, 
and I thall treat him as Belton did:his doctor, if he cannot ' 
do this for me, on fo yoang a fubject. But Nineteen, Bel- - 
ford !|—Nineteen cannot fo foon die of grief, if the door 
deferve that name ; and fo blooming and fo fine a confti- 
tution as fhe had but three or four months ago! 

But what need the doctor have afked her leave to write ° 
to her friends? Could he not have done it, without letting 
her know any-thing of the :matter? That was one of the 
likeliet' ‘means that could«‘be thought of, to bring fome 
of them about her, fince fle is fo-defirous to fee them. 
At. leaft, it weuld have induced them to fend up her‘ 
favourite Norton. But thefe plaguy folemn fellows are 
great traders in parade: And, for the hearts of them, can- 
not get out of it, be the occafion what it will. They'll. 
cram down your throat their poifonons drugs by wholefale, 
without afking you a queftion; and have the affurance to‘ 
own it tobe preferibing: But, when they are'to do good,’ 


_ they are to afk your confent. 


How the dear creature’s character rifes in every line of 


_ thy letters !—~But it is owing to the uncommon occafions 


fhe has met with. that fhe blazes out upon us with fuch a 
aneridian luftre !—How, bat for thofe occafions, could her 
noble fentiments, her prudent confideration, her forgiving 
{pirit, her exalted benevolence, and her equanimity in’ 
view of the meft fhocking profpetts (which fet her ina 
light fo fuperior to all her fex, and even to the philofo- 
phers of antiquity) have been manifefted ? 

I know thou wilt think I am going to claim fome me- 
rit to myfelf, for having given her fuch opportunities of 
fignalizing her virtues: But Iam not; for, if I did, I muft 
fhare that merit with her implacable relations, who would 
jaftly be intitled to swo shirds of it, at leaft: And my foul 
difdains a partnerfhip in any-thing with fuch a family. 

But this I mention as an anfwerto thy reproaches, that 
I could be fo little edified by perfeétions, to which, thou 
fuppofeft, I was for fo long together daily and hourly a 
perfonal witnefs—- When, admirable as fhe was in 7 ei 

aid, 
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faid, and in all the did, occafion had not at that time ri- 
pened, and called forth, thofe amazing perfe€tions which ; 
now aftonifh and confound me. = 
Hence it is, that I admire her more than ever.I did; . 
and that my love for her is lefs perfozal, as I may fay, more-; 
' intellectual, than ever I thought it could be to woman. 
Hence alfo it is, that I am confident (would it pleafe 
the Fates to fpare her, and make her mine) I could love : 
her with a purity that would draw on my own FUTURE, ; 
as well as infure ber remrorat happinefs.— And hence, - 
by neceffary confequence, fhall I be the moft miferable of . 
all men, if Iam deprived of her. | ; 
. Thou feverely reflecteft upon me for my levity in the. 
Abbey inftance, And I will be ingenuous enough to own, ; 
that as thou feeft not my heart, there may be paflages in 
every one of my letters, which (the melancholy occafion 
confidered) deferve thy moft pointed rebukes. But, faith, 
Jack, thou art fuch a tragi-comical mortal, with thy leaden, 
afpirations at one time, and thy flying hour-glaffes and. 
dreaming terrors at another, that, as Prior fays, What. 


Serious is, thou turn’ft to farce ; and. it is impoffible to keep . 


within the bounds of decorum or gravity, when one reads. 

what thou writeft. | | 
But to reftrain myfelf (for my conftitutional gaiety was: 
ready to run away with me again) I will repeat, I mutt. 
ever repeat, that I am moft egregioufly affected with the 
circumitances of the cafe: And, were this paragon aétu- 
ally to quit the world, fhould never enjoy myfelf one 
hour together, tho’ I were to live to the age of Methufa- 
lem. : 
Indeed it is to this deep concern, that my very /evity is 
owing: For I ftruggle.and ftruggle, and try to buffet 
down thefe reflections as they rife; and when I cannot do. 
it, I am forced, as I have often faid, to try to make my- 
felf laugh, that I may not cry; for one or other I muff 
do: And is it not philofophy carried to the higheft pitch, 
for a man to conquer {uch tumults of foul as I am fome- 
times agitated by, and, in the very height of the ftorm, 
to be able to quaver out an horfe-laugh? © : 
Your Seneca’s, your Epictetus’s, and the reft of your 
ftoical tribe, with all their apathy-nonfenfe, could not 
come 
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‘eome up to this. They could forbear wry faces: Bodily 
pains they could well enough /cem to fupport ; and that 
was all: But the pangs of their own {mitten-down fouls 
they could not /augh over, tho’ they could at the follies of 
others. They read grave lectures; but they «were grave. 
This high point of philofophy, to laugh and be merry in 
the midft of the moft foul-harrowing woes, when the heart- 
ftrings are juft burfting afunder, was referved for thy Love- 


. Jace. 


There is fomething owing to conftitution, I own ; and 
that this is the laughing-time of my life. For what a woe 
muft that be, which for an hour together can mortify a man 
of fix or feven and twenty, in high blood and fpirits, of a 
naturally gay difpofition, who can fing, dance, and {crib- 
ble, and take and give delight in them all ?—But then my — 
grief, as my joy, is-fharper-pointed than moft other mens ; 
and, like what Dolly Welby once told me, defcribing the 
parturient throes, if there were not lucid intervals — if 
they did not come and go— there would be no bearing 
them. | 

?) 


AFrTer all, as I am fo little diftant from the dear crea- _ 
ture, and as fhe is fo very. ill, I think I cannot excufe my- 
felf from making her one vifit. Neverthelefs, if I thought 
her fo near——(What word fhall I ufe, that my foul is 
not fhocked at!) and that fhe would be too much difcom- 
pofed by a vifit; I would not think of it. — Yet how can, 
I bear the recollection, that, when fhe lait went from me 


(her innocence fo triumphant over my premeditated guilt, 


as was enough to reconcile her to life, and to fet her above 
the fenfe of injuries fo nobly fuftained) that the fhould 
then depart with an incurable fracture in her heart; and. 
that that fhould be the laft time I fhould ever fee her !— 
How, how can I bear this reflection ! | 

O Jack! how my confcience, that gives edge even to 
thy blunt reflections, tears me !—Even this moment would 
I give the world to pufh the cruel reproacher from me by ~ 
one gay intervention |—Sick of myfelf !— Sick of the re- 
membrance of my vile plots; and of my Aght, my momrn- 
tary ecftafy (Villainous burglar, felon, thief, that I was!) 
which has brought upon me fuch derabée and fuch fa 

remorfe 
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remorfe! what would J give that I had not been guilty 
of fuch barbarous and ungrateful perfidy to the moit ex- 
cellent of God’s creatures ! 

I would end, methinks, with one fprightlier line !— 
but it will not be.——Let me tell thee then, and rejoice at 
it if thou wilt, that Iam . | 
Inexpreffibly miferable. — 


LETTER XXXV. : 

Mr. BELFORD, Jo Ropert Loverace, Ef; 
| Sat. morning, Sept. 2. 
I HAVE fome little pleafure given me by thine, juft - 

* & now brought me. I fee now, that thou haft a litre 

humanity left. Would to heaven, for the dear lady’s fake, 

a3 well as for thy own, that thou hadft romaged it up from 
all the dark forgotten corners of thy foul a little fooner! 

The lady is alive, and ferene, and calm, and has all her 
noble intellects clear and ftrong: But Nineteen will not 
however fave her. She fays, fhe will now-content herfelf 
with her clofet-duties, and the vifits of the parifh-minifter; 
and will not attempt to go out. Nor, indeed, will the, I 
am afraid, ever walk up or down pair of ftairs again. 

I am forry at my foul to have this to fay: But it would 
be a folly to flatter thee. ' 

As to thy feeing her, I believe the leaft hint of that fort, 
now, would cut off fome hours of her life. 

What has contributed to her ferenity, it feems, is, That, 
taking the alarm her fits gave her, fhe has intirely finifhed, 
and figned and fealed, her laft will: Which fhe had defer- 
red doing till this time, in hopes, as fhe faid, of fome 
good news from Harlowe-Place; which would have occa- 
fioned the alteration of fome paflages in it. 

Mifs Howe's letter was not given her till four in the af- 
ternoon, yefterday; at what time the meffenger returned 
for an anfwer. She admitted him to her prefence in the 
dining-room, ill as fhe then was; and would have written 
a few lines, as defired by Mifs Howe; but, not being able 
to hold a pen, the bid the meffenger tell her, that the hoped 
to be well enough to write a long letter by the next day’s 
poft; and would not now detain him: 


- 
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Saturday, fix inthe Afternoon. 
I caxuep jaft now, and found the lady writing to Mifs 


Howe. She made me a melancholy compliment, that 
the fhewed me not Mifs Howe's letter, becaufe I fhould 


foon have that and all her paper's before me. But fhe told 
me, that Mifs Howe had very confidérately obviated to 
Colonel Morden feveral things which might have occa- 
fioned mifapprehenfions between him and me; and had 
likewife puta lighter conftruction, for the fake of peace, 
on fome of your actions, than they deferved. ; 
She added, ‘That her coufin Morden was ‘warmly en- 


"gaged in her favour with her friends: And one good piece — 


of news Mifs Howe’s letter contained; that her father 
wauld give up fome matters, which (appertaining to her 
of right) would make my executorfhip the eafier in fome 


: * particulars that had given her a little pain. 


' She owned fhe had been obliged to leave off (in the let- 
ter fhe-was writing) thro’ weaknefs. 

Will: fays, he fhall reach you to-night. I fhall fend in 
the: miorning; and if I find her not worfe, will ride to 
Edgware, and return in the afternoon. 


LETTER XXXVI. 
Adi fs Howe, To Mifs CLarissA HARLOWE. 
. My.dearefi Friend, - Tuefday, Aug. 29. 
I Am at length returned to this place ; and had intended 
to wait on you in London: But my mamma is very 
ill—-Alas! my dear, fhe is very ill indeed — And you are 
likewife.very ill—I fee that by yours of the 25th— 
What. fhall I do, if I lofe two fuch near, and dear, and 
tender friends? She was taken ill yefterday at our laft 
ftage in our return home—And bas a violent furfeit and 
fever, and the doctors are doubtful about her. 
| If fie fhoald die; how will all my pertneffes to her fly 
in. my face!—Why, why, did I ever vex her ?—She fays 
I have been all duty and obedience !—She kindly forgets 
all my faults, and remembers every-thing I have been fo 
happy as to oblige her in. And this cuts me to the heart. 
I fee, I fee, my dear, you are very bad——And [ cannot 
bear it... Do, my beloved Mifs Harlowe,. if you i be 
etter, 
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better, do, for my fake, de better ; and fend me word of it. 
Let the bearer bring me a line. Befure you fend me a 
line. If I lofe you, my more than fifter, and lofe, my 
mamma, I fhall diftruf{ my own conduét, and will not 
marry. And why fhould I ?—Creeping, cringing in court- 
fhip :—-O my dear, thefe men are a vile race of Reptiles-in 
our day, and mere Bears in their own. See in Lovelace 
all that was defirable in figure, in birth, and in fortune; 
But in his heart a devil !—See in Hickman—lIndeed, my 
dear, I canvot tell what any-body can fee in Hickman, tg 
be always preaching in his favour. And is it to be ex-. 
pected, that I, who could hardly bear controul from a 
mother, fhould take it from a hufband ?—From ane too, 
who has neither moré wit, nor more underftanding, than 
myfelf? Yet He to be my inftructor !—So he will, I {uppofe; 
but more by the infolence of his will, than by the merit. 
of his counfel.' It is in vain to think of it.—I cannot be 
a wife to any man breathing whom I at prefent know.—» 
This I the rather mention now, becaufe, on my mother’s 
danger, I know you will be for prefling me the fooner to 
throw myfelf into another fort of protection, fhould I be 

deprived of her. But no more of this fubjeét, or indeed 
- of any other; for Iam obliged to attend my mamma, 
who cannot bear me out of her fight. 

Wednefday, Aug. 30. 

My mother, Heaven be praifed! has had a fine night, 
and is much better. Her fever has yielded to medicine [ 
And now I can write once more with freedom and eafe to 
you, in hopes that ycw alfo are better. If this be granted 
to my prayers, I fhall again be happy. I write with ftill: 
the more alacrity, as I have an opportunity given me to. 
touch upon a fubject in which you are nearly concerned. - 

You muft know ther, my dear, that your coufin Mor-. 
den has been here with me. He told me of an interview: 
he had on Monday at Lord M’s with Lovelace; and afked 
‘me abundance of queltions about you, and about that 
villainous man. . 

I could have raifed a fine flame between them if I. 
would: But, obferving that he isa man of very lively 
paflions, and believing you would be miferable if any- 
thing fhould happen to him from a quarrel with a man who 
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f 8 known to have fo many advantages at his fword, I 
_ ° made not the worft of the fubjects we talked of. But, 
i" as I could not tell untruths in his favour, you muft 
yl think I faid enough to make him curfe the wretch. 
‘KX — YVdon’t find, well as they all ufed to refpect Colonel 
0 Morden, that he-has influence enough upon them to bring 
‘4 them to any terms of reconciliation. 3 
“=. What can they mean by it !—But your brother is come 
“0% home, it feems.: Soy The honour of the houfe—The re- 
Kail putation of the fatnily, is all the cry !. 
“th. The Colonel is exceedingly out of humour with them 
a2 all, Yet has he not hitherto, it feems, feen your brutal 
nit brother.—I told him how. ill you were, and communicated 
sa to him fome of the contents of your letter. He admired - 
i yor, curled Lovelace, and raved againk all your family.— 
st; Hedeclared, that they were all unworthy of you. - 
iid At his earneft requeft, I permitted him to take fome 
vt’ Brief notes of fuch of the contents of yeur letter to me, 
i asT thought I could read to him; and, patticularly, of 
a your melancholy conclufion (a). 
nt! He fays, That none.of your friends think you fo ill as 
igi YOu are; nor will believe it—He is fure they all love 
its you, and that dearly too. on. 
,u3 . If they do, their prefent hardnefs of heart will be the 
5 Lubje of everlafting remosfe to them fhould you be 
taken fram us — But now it feems (barbarous wretches! ) 
4g YOu are to fuffer within an inch of your life. | 
fxt He afked me queftions about Mr. Belford: And when 
as he had heard what I had to fay of that gentleman, and his 
| finterefted fervices to you, he raved at fome villainous 
u@ Mrmites thrown out againft you by that officious pedant, 
a Brand : Who, but for his gown, | find, would come off 
it Poorly enough between your coufin and Lovelace. 
wt He was {0 uneafy about you himfelf, thaton Tharfday 
pith the 24th he fent up an honeft ferious man (4), one Alfton,’ 
a gentleman farmer, to inquire of your condition, your 
ise Mters, &c. who brought him word, that you was very 
it W, and was Put to great ftreights to fupport yourfelf: But 
7 a this was told him by the gentlewoman of the houfe 
neo Where you lodge, who it feems mingled with it fome ae 
| | ° 
(4) See £-67. © (4) Seep. 370 
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tho’ deferved, reflections upon your relations cruelty, it was 
not credited by them: And I myfelf hope it -cannot be 
true; for furely you could not be fo uxju/?, I will fay, to 
my friendfhip, as to futter any inconveniencies for want of 
money.. I think I could not forgive you, if it were fo. 
The Colonel (as one of your truftees) is refolved to fee 
you put into poffeffion of your eftate: And, in the mein 
time, he has actually engaged them to remit to him, for 
you, the produce of it accrued fince your grandfather's 
death (a very confiderable fum ) ; and propofes himfelf 
to attend you with it. But, by a hint he dropt, I find you 
had difappointed fome people’s littlenefs, by not writing 
to them for money and fupplies ; fince they were deter- 
mined to diftrefs you, and to put you at defiance. 
. Like all the reft !-I hope I may fay that without offence. 
Your coufin imagines, that, before a reconciliator |<. 
takes place, they will infift, that you fhall make fucha {: 
will, as to that eftate, as they fhall approve of: Buthe |: 
declares, he will not go out of England till he has feen jae; 
ftice done you by every-body ; and that you fhall not be im- 
pofed on either by friend or foe— — fsa 
By relation or foe, fhould he not have faid?—Fors %, 
friend will not impofe upon a friend. | 
So, my dear, you are to buy your peace, if fome people 
were to have their wills ! a . 
Your coufin [not J, my dear, tho’ it was alwaysmy &; 
opinion (a)] fays, that the whole family is too rich tobe x 
either bumble, confiderate, or contented. And as for himfelf, &;, 
he has an ample fortune, he fays, and thinks of Jeavingit ‘x: 
wholly to you. | ay 
Had this villain Lovelace confulted his worldly in- <., 
tereft only, what a fortune would he have had in you, ‘, 
even altho’ your marrying him had deprived you ofyour «. 
paternal fhare ? ee 
I am obliged to leave off here. But having a good deal 
ftill to write, and my mother better, I will parfue the feb- 
jedt in another letter, altho’ I fend both together. 1 need 
not fay how much I am, and will ever be, 
: Your affectionate, ef, 
2 | Anna Hows. |; 
(2) See olin p. 56. 
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< LETTER XXXVI. 
~  MifsHowe, To Mifs Crarissa HaRLowe. | 


» Thurfday, Mug. 31. - 
i T HE Colonel thought &t once to {peak it to the praife 
\ of Lovelace’s genrrofity, that (as a maz of honour 
ae Ouget ) he togk to himfelf all the blame, and acquitted you. 
@ Of the canfequences of the precipitate ep you had taken ; 
one fince, he faid, as you loyed him, and was in his power, he, 
“, uf have had advantages, which he would zot have had, if 
you had continued. at your father’s, or at any friend’s. 
i, , Mighty generous, I faid (were it as he fuppofed) in 
.,, {ach infolent reflecters; the beft of them; who pretend to 
", thar reputations, which never had been /ued, but by 
falling into their dirty acquaintance! But in this cafe, I 
added, that there was no need of any-thing but the ftritett. 
truth, to demonftrate Lovelace to be the blackeft of vil- 
, ans, You the brighteft of innocents. 
‘”, . This he catch’d at; and fwore, that could he find, that: 
there were any-thing uncommon or barbarous in the fe- 
1, du@ion, as one of your letters had indeed feemed to im- 
“ply (That is to fay, my dear, any-thing wor/e than per- 
. Jory, breach of faith, and abufe of a generous confi- 
' dence 1—Sorry fellows!) he would avenge his coufia to 
_ the utmoft, 3 / ; 
I urged your apprehenfions on this head from your laft 
, letter to me: But he feemed capable of taking what I- 
know to be real greatnefs of foul, in an unworthy fenfe : 
For he mentioned directly upon it, the expectation your 
. friends had, that you fhould (previous to any reconcilia- 
“~ tion with them) appear in a court of juftice againft the 
~* Villain — Ir you could do it with the advantage to your-. 
* felf that I hinted might be done. 

And truly, if I would have heard him, he had indelicacy 
enough to have gone into the nature of the proof of the 
f ime upon which they wanted to have Lovelace arraign- 
"" ed: Yet this is a gentleman improved by travel and learn- 
ing!—Upon my word, my dear, I, who have been ac- | 
, cuftomed to the moft delicate converfation ever — : 
ae I a ‘ 


144 The History of 


had the honour to know you, defpife this Sex, from the 
gentleman to the peafant.. 

Upon the whole, I find that Mr. Morden has a very 
flender notion of womens virtue, m particular cafes : For 
which reafon I put him down, tho’ your favourite, as one. 
who is not intitled to caf the firft flome. 

I never knew a man who deferved to be well thought 
of himfelf for his morals, who had a flight opinion of thé 
virtue of our Sex in general. For if from the difference 
Of temperament and education, modefty, chaftity, and piety 
too (and thefe from principle) are not to be found in our 
Sex preferably to the other, I fhould think it a fign of a 
much worfe nature in ours. | ~ 

He even hinted (as from your relations indeed) that it 
is impoffible but there muft- be fome wé// where there is 
much fove. Thefe fort of reflections are enough to make 
a woman, who has at heart her own honour and the ho- 
nour of her Sex, to look about her, and confider what fhe 
is doing when fhe enters into an intimacy with thefe 
wretches ; fince it is plain; that whenever fhe throws her- 
felf into the power of a man, and leaves for him her pa- 
rents or guardians, every-body will believe it to be owing 
more to her good luck than to her difcretion, if there be 
not an end of her virtue: And let the man be ever fucha 
villain to her, fhe muft take into her own bofom a fhare 
of his guilty bafenefs. 3 

I am writing to general cafes. You, my dear, are out 
of the queftion. Your ftory, as I have heretofore faid, 
will afford a warning, as well as an example (2): For whois 
it that will not infer, That if a perfon of your fortune, 
character, and merit, could not efcape ruin, after fhe had 
put herfelf into the power of her 4yena, what can a 
thoughtlefs, fond, giddy creature expect? - 

Every man, they will fay, is not a Lovetacs.—True : 
Bat then, neither is every woman a Cuarissa.—dAnd al- 
low for the one and the other, the example muft be of ge- 
neral ufe. | : 

I prepared this gentleman to expect your appointment 
of Mr. Belford, for an office that we both hope he will 
have no occafion to act in (nor any-body elfe) for many, 
very many yearstocome. He was at firft ftartled at it: 

(a) Vol. IV. p.21, But, 
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But, upon hearing your reafons, which had fatisfied me, 
he only faid, That fuch an appointment, were it to take 
place, would exceedingly affect his other coufins. 

He told me, he had a copy of Lovelace’s letter to you, 
imploring your pardon, and offering to undergo any pe- 
nance to procure it (a); and alfo of your anfwer to it (4). 
I find he is willing to hope, that a marriage between 
bi may ftill take place; which, he fays, will heal up all 

reaches. ; Me, - | 
- I would have written much more :—On the following 
particulars efpecially ; to wit, Of the wretched man’s 
hunting you out of your lodgings: Of your relations 


ftrange implacablene/s (I am in hafte, and cannot think of 


a word you would like better, ju/? sow): Of your laft 
letter to Lovelace, to divert him from purfuing you: Of 
your aunt Hervey’s penitential converfation with Mrs. 
Norton: Of Mr. Wyerley’s renewed addrefs: Of your 
Jeffons in Hickman’s behalf, fo approveable, were the man 
more fo than he is: But indeed I am offended with him 
at this inflant, and have been thefe.two days :—Of your 
fifter’s tranfportation- projet :-— And of twenty and twenty 
other thing: :~But am obliged to leave off, to attend my two 
coufins Spilfworth, and my coufin Herbert, who are come 
to vifit us on account of my mother’s illnefs.— I will 
therefore difpatch thefe by Rogers ; and if my mother gets 
well foon (as I hope fhe will) I am refolved to fee you in 
town, and tell you every-thing that now is upon my mind ; 
and particularly, mingling my foul with yours, how muc 
I am, and will ever be, my deareft dear friend, _ 
Your affecionate 
Anna Howe, 


Let Rogers bring one line, I pray you. I thought to 

have fent him this afternoon; but he cannot fet out 
till to-morrow morning early. | | 

I cannot exprefs how much your flaggering lines, and 
your conclufion, affect me! | 


(2) See Vol. vi. p. 3.46. (5) See Vol. vir p. 356. 
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LETTER XXxvill. 
Mr, Berrorp, To Ropert Loverace, Efy; 


Sunday Evening, Sept. 3. 
I Wonder not at the impatience your fervant tells me you 
exprefs to hear from me. I was defigning to write you 
a long letter, and. was juft returned from Smith’s for that 
purpofe; but, fince you are fo urgent, you muft be 
contented with a fhort one. . 

I attended the lady this morning, juft before I fet out 

for Edgware. She was fo ill over-night, that the was 
obliged to leave her letter to Mifs Howe unfinifhed: But 
early this morning fhe made an end of it, and had juft 
’ fealed it up as I came. She was fo fatigued with writing, 
that fhe told me fhe would lie down after I was gone, and 
‘endeavour to recruit her fpirtts. 

They ‘had fent for Mr. Goddard, when fhe was fo if 
faft night; and not being able to fee him out of her 
‘own chamber, he, for the firft time, faw her 4ou/e, as the 
‘calls it. He was extremely fhocked and concerned at it; 
and chid Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Lovick for not perfuading 
her to have fuch an objet removed from her bedchamber: 
And when they excufed themfelves on the /ittle authority 
jt was reafonable to fuppofe they muft have with a lady 
fo much their fuperior, he reflected warmly on thofe who 
had more authority, and-who left her to proceed in fuch 
a fhocking and folemn whimfy, as he called it. 

It is placed near the window, like a harpfichord, tho’ 
covered over to the ground: And when fhe is fo ill, ‘that 
fhe cannot well go to her clofet, fhe writes and reads upon 
it, as otrers would upon a defk or table. But (only as fhe 

was fo ill laft night) fhe choofes not to fee any-body in 
that apartment. ee 

I went to Edgware ; and, returning in the evening, at- 

tended her again. She had a letter brought her from Mrs. 
Norton {a long one, as it feems by its bulk) juft before I 
came. But fhe had not opened, it; and faid, That as fhe 
was pretty calm and compofed, fhe was afraid to loak into 
the contents, left fhe fhould be rufiled; expecting, now, 
to hear of nothing that could do her good or give her 
3 pleafure 
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pleafure from that good woman's dear bard-bearted xcigh- 
bours, as fhe called her own relations. 

. Seeing her fo weak and ill, I withdrew ; nor did the 
defire me to tarry, as fometimes fhe does, when I make 


4 @ motion to depart. 
f. By Mrs. Smith I had fome hints, as I went away, that 
3 -- fhe had appropriated that evening to fome offices, that 
og were to fave ‘trouble, as fhe called it, after her departure ; 
= and had been giving her nurfe, and Mrs. Lovick, and 
Mrs. Smith, orders about what fhe would have done when 
ty fhe was gone ; and I believe they were of a very delicate 
“§ and affecting nature; but Mrs. Smith defcended not to 
Be particulars. | 
iy The Do@or had been with her, as well as Mr. Goddard ; 
-3 ° and they both joined with great earneftnefs to perfuade 
st her to have her 4oufe removed out of her fight: But fhe 
affured them, that it gave her pleafure and fpirits; and, 
se being a neceflary preparation, fhe wondered they fhould 
a be furprifed at it, when fhe had not any of her family 
a about her, or any old acquaintance, on whofe care and 
exainels in thefe pundilio’s, as fhe called them, the 


could rely. 
The Doétor told Mrs. Smith, that he believed fhe would 

‘ hold out long enough for any of her friends to have notice 

of her ftate, and to fee her, and hardly longer ; and fince 
- he could not find, that fhe had any certainty of hearing 
a from or feeing her ‘coufin Morden (which made it plain, 

that her relations continued inflexible) he would go home, 
' and write a letter to her father, take it as fhe would. 

~ She had fpent great part of the day in intenfe devo- 

tions; and to-morrow morning fhe is to have with her 
i the fame clergyman who has often attended her; from 
: whofe hands fhe will again receive the Sacrament. 

"Thou feeft, Lovelace, that all is preparing, that all will 
be ready; and I am to attend her to-morrow afternoon, 
to take fome inftructions from her in relation to my part 
in the office to be performed for her. And thus, omitting - 
the particulars of a fine converfation between her and 
Mes. Lovick, which the latter acquainted me with, as well 
as another between her and the Doctor and Apothecary, 
which I had a defign this he to give you, they vans. 

ae on 2 0 
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of a very affecting nature, I have yielded to your impa- 
tience. oe ; 

{ fhall difpatch Harry ‘to-morrow morning early with 
her letter to Mifs Howe: An.offer fhe took very 
kindly ; as fhe is extremely folicitous to leffen that 
young lady’s apprehenfions for her on not hearing 
from her by Saturday's poft: And yet, to write the 
truth, how can her apprehenfions be leffened? 

LETTER XXxix. . 

Mifs Cuarissa Hartowe, To A&/s Howe. 

~s . ee Saturday, Sept. 2. 
Write, my beloved Mifs Howe, tho’ very ill till: But 
I could not by the return of your meffenger ; for I 
was then unable to hold a pen. | 
Your mother’s illnefs (as by the firft part of your letter) 
gave me great diftrefs for you, till I read further: You 
bewail it as it becomes a daughter fo fenfible. May you 


be bleffed in each other for many, very many, happy 
years to come! 1 doubt not, that even this fudden and 


grievous indifpofition, by the frame it has put you in, and. 


the apprehenfion it has given you of lofing fo dear a mo- 
ther, will contribute to the happinefs I wifh you: For, 
alas! my dear, we never know how to value the bleflings 
we enjoy, till we are in danger of lofing them, or have 


aétually loft them: And then, what would we give to have 


them reftored to us ? 


What, I wonder, has again happened between you | 


and Mr. Hickman? Altho’ I know it not, I dare fay it is 


_ owing to fome pretty petulance, to fome half-ungenerous 


advantage taken of his obligingnefs and affiduity. Will 
ycu never, my dear, give the weight You and all our Sex 
ought to give to the qualities of fobriety and regularity of 
hfe and manners in that Sex? Mutft bold creatures, and 
forward fpirits, for ever, and by the beft and wifett of us, 
a: well as by the indifcreeteft, be the moft kindly ufed ? 

My dear friends know not, that I bave actually fuffered 
within /e/s than an inch of my life. 

Poor Mr. Brand! He meant well, I believe. — Iam 


afraid all will turn heavily upon him, when he probably 


thought, that he was taking the beft method to oblige: 
2 “Bigteen ly | But 


a 
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But were he zot to have been fo light of belief, and fo 
weakly officious ; but had given a more-favourable, and, 
it would be ftrange if I could not fay, a juffer report; 
things would have been, neverthelefs, exactly as they are. 
"I muft lay down my pen. Jam very ill. I believe [ 
fhall be better by-and-by. ‘The bad writing would be- 
tray me, altho’ I had a mind to keep frem you, what the 
event muft foon —— | 
| acy 

Now I refume my trembling pen. Excuf: the un- 
fteady writing. It wel] -be fo — 

I have wanted no money: So don’t be angry about 
fuch a trifle as money. Yet am I glad of what you in- 
cline me to hope, that my friends will give up the produce 
of my grandfather’s eftate fince it has been in their hands: 
Becaufe, knowing it to be my right, and that they could 
not want it, I had already difpofed of a good part of it; 
and could only hope they would be willing to give it up 
at, my laft reqaeft, And now how rich fhall I think my- 
felf in this my laft ftage ! — And yet I did not want be- 
fore — Indeed I did-not — For who, that has many /%- 
per fluities, can be {aid to want? es 

. Do not, my dear friend, be concerned that I call it my 
laff fiage; for what is even the long life which in high 
health we with for? What, but, as we go along, a life of 
apprehenfion, fometimes for our friends, oftener for our- 
felves? And at laft, when arrived at the old age we co- 
vet, one heavy lofs or deprivation having fucceeded an- 
other, we fee ourfelves ftript, as I may fay, of every-one 
we loved; and find ourfelves expofed, as uncompanion- 
able poor creatures, to the flights, to the contempts, of 


joftling youth, who want to pufh us off the ftage, in hopes 


to pofiefs what we have :—And, fuperadded to all, our own 


-infirmities every day increafing: Of themfelves enough 


to make the life we wifhed-for the greateft difeafe of all! 
Don’t you remember the lines of Howard, which once 
you read to me in my ivy-bower (a) ? 

In 


(4) Thefe are the lines the lady refers to: 


From death we rofe to life: °Tis but the fame, 
Thro’ life to pafs again from whence we came. 
H 3 With 
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In the. difpofition of what belongs to me, T have-en« 
ceavoured to do every-thing in the jufteft and beft manner 
I could think of; putting myfelf @ my relations places, — 
and, in.the greater. points, ordering my matters.as. if no. 
mifunderftanding had happened. : 

I hope they will not think much of fome bequefts where . 
wanted, and. where due from my gratitude: But if they. 
fhould, what is done, is done ; and I eannoz now: help.it. © 
Yet I muft repeat, that I hope, I hope, I have pleafed every 
one of them. For I would not, on any account, have it 
thought, that, in my laft difpofition, any-thing undaugh-. 
terly, unfifterly, or unlike a kinfwoman, fhould. have: had 
place in a mind that is /o truly free. (as I will: prefume to. 
fay) from all refentment, that it now. overflows with gra- 
titude and bleffings for the good I awe: received, altho’ 
it be not all that my heart wifhed-to recsive. Were it even: 
an bara/bip that 1 was not favoured with. more, what is - 
it but an hardfhip of half a year, againftthe of? indulgent | 
goodnefs of eighteen years and: an half, that ever was 
fhewn toadaughter?. 7 

My coufin, you tell me, thinks I was eff my ae 
and that I was taken at fome advantage: Indeed, my- 
dear, I was not. Indeed. I gave: no. room for advan- 
tage to be taken of me. I hope, one day, thatiwill be 
feen, if I have the juftice done me which Mr, Belford af- 
fures me of. Neo a 

I fhould hope, that my coufin has not. takem the liber- 
ties which you, by an obfervation (not unjuft) feem to 
charge him with. For it is fad to think, that the gene- 
rality of that Sex fhould make fo light of crimes, which 
they jufily hold fo unpardonable in their own moft inti- - 
mate relations of ours—Yet cannot commit them without 

| i doing 


» é 


With thome we fee our Passtons can prevail, 
Where Reafon, Gertainty, and Virtue fail. | 
Honour, that empty name! can death defpife : 
Scorn’p Love, to death, as to a refuge, flies ; t 
And Sorrow waits for death with longing eyes. 
Hore triumphs o’er the thoughts of death; and FATE 
Cheats fools, and flatters the unfortunate. 

_ We fear to lofe, what a [mail time muft wafte, 
Till life itfelf grows the difeafe at laft. 
Begging forlife, we beg for more decay, — 

~ Aad to be long a dying only pray. 
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doing fuch injuries to other families and individuals, as 
they think themfelves. obliged to refent unto death, when 
offered to their/own families. 

But we women are. too often to blame on this head ; 
fince the moft virtuous among us feldom make virtue the 
teft of their approbation of the other: Infomuch that 


_ @man may glory in his wickednefs of this fort without 


being rejected on that account, even, to the faces of wo- | 
men of unqueftionable virtue. Hence it is, that a liber- 
tine feldom thinks himfelf concerned fo much as to {fave 
appearances: And what is it not that our Sex fuifers in 
their opinions on.this very {core? And-what have I, more 
than many others, to anfwer for on this very account, in 
the world’s. eye? . 

_ May my. ftory. be.a warning to all, how. they prefer a 
libertine to a man of. true honour; and how they permit 
themfelves to be. mifled, (where they. mean the def) by 
the fpecigus, yet. foolith hope of fubduing riveted habits, 


_ and, as Lmay. fay, of altering natures!—TVhe more foolith, 


as experience might.convince.us, that there is hardly one 
in ten, of even. tolerably, happy marsiages, in which the 
wife keeps the hold in the ufana’s affedtions, which fhe 
had in the. fover’s, What influence then can fhe hope to 
have over the morals. of'an avowed libertine,:-who marries 
perhaps for conveniency, who defpifes the tie, and whom, 
it is too probable, nothing but old age, or ficknefs, ox 
difeafe. (the confequence of ruinous riot) can reclaim ? 
Iam very glad you gave my couf-——— | 
Sunday morning. (Sept. 3.) frx o'clock. 

. Hiruer I had written, and, was forced to quit my pen. 
And fo much weaker and worfe I grew, that had I re- 
{fumed it, to have.clofed. here,.it mu& have been with fuch 
trembling unfteadinefs, that it would. have given you more 
concern for me, than the delay. of fending it away by laft 
night's poft can do: So I deferred it, to fe¢ haw it would 
pleafe God to. deal. with me. And I find-myfelf, after a 
better night than I expected, lively and clear; and hope ta 
give youa proof that I do, in the.centinuation of my letter, 
which I will purfue as currently as if I-had not left of, _ 

_I am glad you fo-confiderately gave my coufin Morden 
favourable impreffions of Mr. Belford 5. fince, atherwife, 
Hs vg 7 fome 
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fome mifunderftanding might have happened between 
them: For altho’ I hope this gentleman is an altered man, 
and in time will be a reformed one, yet is he one of thofe 
high fpirits that has been accuftomed to refent imaginary 
indignities to himfelf, when, I believe, he has not been 
itudious to avoid giving real offences to others ; men of this 
caft acting as if they thought all the world was made to 
bear with them, and they with no-body in it. 

Mr. Lovelace, you tell me, thought fit to intruft my 
coufin with the copy of his letter of penitence to me, and 
with my an{wer to it, reje€ting him and his fuit: And 
Mr. Belford moreover acquaints me, how much concerned. 
Mr. Lovelace is for his bafenefs, and how freely he accufed 
himfelf to my coufin. This fhews, that the true bravery 
of {pirit is to be above doing a vile action ; and that no- 
thing fubjeéts the human mind to fuch meanneffes, as to 
be guilty of wilful wrongs to our fellow-creatures. How 
low, how fordid, are the fubmiffions which elaborate 
bafenefs compels! That that wretch could treat me as he 
did, and then could fo poorly creep to me to be forgiven, 
and to be allowed to endeavour to repair crimes fo wilful, 
fo black, and fo premeditated! How my foul defpifed 
him for his meannefs on a certain occafion, of which you 
will one day be informed (a)! And jim whom one's heart 
defpifes, it is far from being difficult to reject, had one 
ever fo partially favoured him once. 

Yet am I glad this violent {pirit cam thus creep ; that, 
like a poifonous ferpent, he can thus coil himfelf, and 
hide his head in his own narrow circlets; becaufe this 
ftooping, this abafement, gives me hope chat no further 
mifchief will enfue. .- 

All my apprehenfion ts, what may happen when I am | 
gone ; left then'my coufin, or any other of my family, 
fhould endeavour to avenge me, and rifk their own more 
precious lives on that account. 

If that part of Cain’s curfe were Mr. Lovelace’s, To be 
_ a fugitive and vagabond in the earth; that is to fay, if it 
meant no more harm to him, than that he fhould be ob- 
liged to travel, as it feems he intends (tho’ I with him no 
. -— ill 
| (a) Meaning his’ meditated fecond violence (See Wel. y. Letter 50.) 
and his fuccceding letters to her, fupplicating her pardon. 
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ill in his travels) and I could know it; :then fhould I © 
be eafy in the hop’d-for fafety of my friends from his 
fkilful violence. Oh that I could hear he was a thoufand 
miles of | | a on 

When I began this letter, I did not think I could have - 

Yun to fuch alength. But ’tis to You, iny deareft friend, 
and you have a title to the {pirits you raife and fupport ; 
for they are no longer mine, and will fubfide the moment 
I ceafe writing to you. ‘ | 

But what do you bid me hope for, when you tell me, 
that if your mother’s health will permit, you wiil fee me 
in town? [ 4ope your mother’s health will be perfected 
as you with; but I dare not promife myfelf fo great a fa- 
vour; fo great a d/efing, I will call it—And, indeed, I 
know not if I fhould be able to bear itnow!— 

Yet one comfort it is in your power to give me; and. 
that is, Let me know, and very {peedily it muft be if you 
with to oblige me, that all matters are made up between 
you and Mr. Hickman; to whon, I fee, you are refolved, 
with all your bravery of fpirit, to owe a multitude 
ef obligations for his patience with your flightinefs. 
Think of this, my dear proud friend! and think, like- 
wife, of what I have often told you, That Prive, in 
man.or woman, is an extreme that hardly ever fails,. 
fooner or later, to bring forth its mortifying Contrary. 

May You, my dear Mifs Howe, have no difcomforts; 
but what you make to yourfelf! Thofe, as it will be in 
your own power to leffen them, ought to be your own. - 
punifhment if you do not. As there is no fuch thing as 
perfek bappinefs here, fince the bufy mind will make to itfelf 
evils, were it to find none, you will pardon this limited 
with, ftrange as it may appear till’ you confider it:: For. 
to with you no infelicities, either within or without you,,. 
were to wifh you what can never happen in this world ; 
and what, perhaps, ought not to be wifhed for, if by a. 
with one could give one’s friend fueh an exemption ; fince- 
we are not to live here always. _ 

We muft not, in -fhort, expect, that our rofes will grow 
without thorns: But then they are ufeful and inftructive 
thorns ; which, by pricking the fingers of the too hafty 
plucker, teach future caution, atthe fame:time that they 

H. 5. add ; 
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add fweets, and poignancy too, to suey meaty which are: 


not over-eafily attained. 
I muft conclude — 


God for ever blefs you, and all you love and: ienoare 


and reward you here and hereafter for your kindneds to 
Your ee and affectionate 


CLARISSA HasuowEt: 


L E TTER XL 
Mrs. Norton, Fo Mifs Crarissa HARLowE. 
[Jn Anfwer to hers of Thurfday, Aug. 24.) | 
Thurfday, Aug. 31. 


r Had written fooner, my deareft young lady, but that. 


IT have been endeavouring, ever fince the. receipt. of 
your laft letter, to obtain a private audience.of your no- 
ther, in hopes of leave to communicate it to her. But 
laft night I was furprifed by an invitation to breakfaft at 
Harlowe-Place.this morning : And the chariot came early 
to fetch me: An honour I did not expect. 

When I came, I found there was to be a meeting.of all 
your family with Colonel Morden at Harlowe-Place; and 
it was propofed by your mother, and confented ta, that 
I fhould be prefent. Your coufin, I underftand, had with 
difficulty brought this meeting to ‘bear ; ; for your brother 
had before induftrioufly avoided all converfation with him 
on the affecting fubjeét ; urging, That it was not neceflary 
to talk to Mr. Morden upon. it, who, being a remoter re- 
lation than themfelves, had no bufinefs.to make himfelf 
a judge of their conduc to their daughter, their niece, 
and their fifter; efpecially as he had declared himfelf in 
her favour ; adding, That he thould hardly have patience 
to be queftioned by him on that head. 

I was in hopes, that your mamma would have given 
me an opportunity of talking with her alone before the 
company met; but the feemed ftudioufly to avoid it: I 
dare fay, however, not with her inclination. 

I was ordered in juft before Mr. Morden came; and 
was bid to fit down ;—Which I did in the window. 

The Colonel, when he came,- began the difcourfe, by 
renewing, as he called it, his apperanon in your favour. 


He 
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He fet before them yeur penitence; ‘your itl health} your ‘ 
virtue, tho’ once betrayed, and bafely ufed': He then- 
read to them Mr. Lovelace’s letter, a moft contrite one” 
indeed (2); and your Aigh-/oul'd anfwer (5); for that was. 
what he juftly called it; and he treated’ as it deferved_ 
Mr. Brand’s officious information (of which I had before’ 
heard he had made them afhamed) by reprefentations 
founded upoh inquiries made by Mr. Alfton (c), whom he, 
procured to go up on purpofe to acquaint himfelf with 
your manner of life, and what was meant by the vifits of 
that Mr. Belford. — _ a 
He then told'them, That he had the day before waited 
upon Mifs Howe, and had been fhewn a letter from you 
to her (d), and permitted to take fome memorandums 
from it, in which you appeared, both by hand-writing 
and the contents, to be fo very ill, that it feemed doubt- 
ful to him, if it were poffible for you to get over it. And 
when he read to them that paffage, where you afk Mifs 
Howe, ‘ What can be done for you now, were your 
« friends to be ever fo favourable? and wifh, for ther 
© fakes, mote than for your own, that they would ftill ree 
* lent ;” and then fay, *‘ You are very ill—You muf 
* drop your pen—And afk excufe for your crooked wnit; 
* ing; and take, as it were, a laft farewel of Mifs Howe; 
‘ Adicu, my dear, adieu, are your words ; 
O my child! my child! faid your mamma, weeping, 
and clafping her hands. oe. 
Dear Madam, faid your brother, be fo good as to think 
ou have more children than this ingrateful one. 
"Yet: your filter feemed affected. 
‘Your uncle Harlowe wiping: his eyes, O coufin, faid 
he, if one thought the poor girl was rea/ly fo ill— 
She muff, faid yoar uncle Antony. ‘This is written to her 
private friend. God forbid the fhould be quite loft! 
Your uncle Harlowe wifh’d they did not carry their ré- 
fentments too far. 
I begged ‘for God's fake, wringing my hands, and with 
a bended knee, that they would permit me to go up fo 
‘you; engaging to give them a faithful account of the way 
_ e H you 


. _ (a) See Vol. vi. p. 346. (6) See Kol, vit 356+  (c) See p.37. of 
tois Vol’ -  (d) by f. 67. " 
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you were in. - Byt I was chidden by. your brother 5. and-;- 
this occafioniéd fome arigry words en him and Mr, . 
Morden. 

I believe, Sir, I believe, Madam, faid 3 your fifter to her : 

father and mother, we need not trouble my coufin to read © 

any more. It does but grieve and difturb you. My fifter . 
Clary feems to be ill: I think, if Mrs, Norton were per- 
mitted to go up to her, it would be right. Wickedly as. | 
fhe has acted, F the be traly penitent —~, : 

"Here the ftopt ; ; and évery one being filent, I ftood up. 
Once more, and béfought them to Iet me go: And then I; 

_ Offered to read a paffage or two in your jae to me of 
the 24th. But I was taken up again by your brother; 
and this occafioned ftill higher words between the Colonel, - 
and him. 
_ Your mamma, hoping to gain upon your inflexible bro- 
ther, and to divert the anger of the two gentlemen from 
each other, propofed that the Colonel fhould proceed in 
reading the minutes he had taken from your letter. 

. He accordingly read, ‘Of your refuming your pen: 

¢ That you thought you had taken your laft farewel ; 
* and the reft of that very affeQting paflage, .in which you 
* are obliged to break off more than once, and afterwards 
“© to take an airing in a chair.’ Your brother and fifter 
were affeéted at this; and he had recourfe to his {nuff- 
box. And whefe you comfort Mifs Howe, and fay, ‘ You 
© fhall be happy;’ It is more, faid he, than fhe will let 
any-body elfe be. 

Your fifter called you Sweet foul ; but with a low voice : 
Then grew hard-hearted again; yet faid, No-body could 
help being affected by your pathetic grief—but that it 
was your talent. - 

The Colonel then went on to the good effect your air- 
ing had upon you; to your good withes to Mifs Howe, 
and Mr. Hickman; and to your concluding fentence, That 

when the happy life you with ser comes to be wound up, 

fhe may be as calin and as eafy at quitting it, as you hope 

_in God you fhall be. Your mamma could not ftand this, 

‘ but retired to a corner of the room, and fobb'd, and wept. 

Your father, for a few minutes, could not {peak, tho” he 

'feemed inclined to fay fomething. 

Your uncles were alfo both affected Bat, your brother 
went 
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_ Went round to each; and again reminded your. Mamnia, 


that fhe had other children ; What was there, he faid, in; 
what was read, but the refult of the talent you had of 
moving the paffions ? And he blamed them: for choofing . 
to hear read what they knew their abufed indulgence 
could not be proof againft. 

This fet Mr. Morden up again :. Fie upon you, coufin 
Harlowe, faid he! —I fee plainly to whom it is. -oming, 
that all relationfhip and ties of blood with regard to. this. 
{weet fafferer are laid afide. Such rigors as thefe make 
it difficult for a fliding virtue ever_to recover itfelf. 

Your brother pretended the honour of the family ; and 
declared, that no child ought to be forgiven, who aban- 
doned the moft indulgent of parents, again{ft warning,. 


 againft the light of knowlege, as you had done. 


But, Sir and Ladies, faid I, rifing from my feat in the 
window, and humbly turning ‘raund to each, If J may be 
permitted to fpeak, my dear Mifs afks only for a bleffing : 
She begs not to be received to favour: She.is very ill,. 
and afks only for a laft bleffing. 

Come, come, goody Norton (I need not tell you who 
{aid this) you are up again with your lamentables!—A 

ood woman, as you are, to forgive fo readily. a crime 
that has been as difgraceful to your part in her education, 
as to her family, is a weaknefs that would induce one to 
fufpeé your viriue, if you were to be encounter’d by a 
temptation properly adapted. 

By fome {uch charitable logic as this, faid Mr. Morden, 


‘is my coufin Arabella captivated, I doubt not. If to be 
“uncharitable and unforgiving, is to give a proof | of vir- 


tue, You, Mr. James Harlowe, are the moft virtuous 


young man in the world.. 


I knew how it would be, replied your brother in a ae 
fion, if I met Mr. Morden upon this bufinefs. I would 
have declined it: But you, Sir, to his father, would not 

ermit mefotodo, But, Sir, turning to the Colonel, in 


no other prefence — 


‘Then, coufin James, interrupted the other gentleman, 


that which is your proteétion, it feems, is mine, Iam not 


ufed to bear defiances thus—You are my coufin, Sir— 
and the fon and nephew of periont as dear as near to me— 
There he paufed—» — Are 
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. Are we, faid your father; to-be made fill more ti- ’ 
happy: among ourfelves, when the villain lives that ought 
to be the object. of every-one’s refentment who = either 
a.value for the family, or for this ingrateful girl 

That's the man, {aid your coufin, whom laft Monday, 
as you know, I went purpofely to make the obje@ of’ 
mine. But what could I fay, when I found him fo wil- 
ling to repair his crime ? — And I give it as my opinion,’ 
and have written accordingly to my poor coufin, that it 
is beft for all round, that his offer fhould be accepted : i 
And let me tell you — 


Tell me nothing, faid your father, quite enraged, of 


that very vile fellow! I have a riveted hatred to him. I. 


would rather fee the rebel die a hundred: deaths, were’ it’ 
poflible, than that the fhould give fuch a villain as him # 
relation to my family. 

Well, but there is no room to think, faid your mamma, 
that fhe will give us fuch a relation, my dear. The poor 
girl will leffen, I fear, the number of our relations ; not 
increafe it. If fhe be fo ilf‘as we are told she is, let-us 
fend Mrs. Norton up to her—That’s the /ea#we can do— 
Let us take her, however; out of the hands of that Belford. 

Both your uncles fupported this: motion 3 ; the latter part 

of it efpecially. 

Your brother obferved, in his ill ducaved way, whata 
fine piece of confiftency it was, in yoa, to refafe the’ vile 
injurer, and the amends he offered; yet. to throw yourfelf 
upon the protection of his faft friend. 

Mifs Harlowe was apprehenfive, fhe faid, that you 
would leave all you could leave'to that haath creatare Mifs 
Howe (So fhe called her) ‘if you fhould die: 

. O do not, do not fuppofe that, my Bella, faid your poor 
mother: I cannot think of parting with my Clary — 
With all her faults, fhe is my child — Her reafons for her 
conduct are not heard. It would break my heart to lofe 
her.—I think, my dear, to your papa, none fo fit as fF, if 
you will give me leave, to go. up. And Mrs. Norton 
fhall accompany me. 

This was a fweet motion ; and your father paufed upon — 
it. Mr. Morden offered his fervice to efcort her. Your 
uncles feemed to approve of it, But your brother dath'd all. 


~ I hope, 
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T hope, Sis, faid he, to his father; I hope, Madam, to his 
mother, that you will not.endeavour to recover a faulty. 
daughter, by lofing an unculpable fon. I do declare, 
that if ever my fifter Clary darkens thefe doors again, J 
never will. I will fet out, Madam, the fame hour you go 
to London (on fuch an errand) to Edinburgh; and there 
I will refide; and try to forget, that I have relations in 
England fo near and fo dear, as you are now all to me. 

Good God, faid the Colonel! What a declaration is: 
this. !——And fuppofe, Sir, and fuppefe, Madam (turning to 
your father and mother) this ould be the cafe, Whether 
is it better, think you, that you fhould lofe for ever fuch 
a daughter as my coufin Clary, or that your fon fhould 

to Edinburgh, and refide there upon an eftate which 
will be the better for his refidence upon it ?— - 

Your brother’s paflionate behaviour hereupon is hardly 
to. be defcribed. He refented it, as promoting an aliena- 
tion of the affeétion of the family to him. And te fuch 
a- height were refentments carried, every-one fiding with 
him, that the Colonel, with hands and eyes lifted up, 
cried. out, What hearts of flint am I related to !——_O coufin 
Harlowe, to your father, Are you refolved to have but 
ene daughter? Are you, Madam, to be taught by a fon 
who has no bowels, to forget that you are a mother? 

The Colonel turned from them to draw out his hand- 


| kerchief,, and could not for a minute fpeak. The eyes of 


every-one, but the hard-hearted brother, caught tears 
from his. 

_ But then turning to them (with the more indignation, 
as it feemed, as he had been obliged to fhew a humanity, 
which, however, no brave heart fhould be athamed of) 


I leave ye all, faid he, fit company for one another. I 


will never open my lips toany of you more upon this 
fubjeét. I will inftantly make my will, and in me fhall 


tthe dear creature have the father, uncle, brother, fhe has 


loft. I will prevail upon her to take the tour of France 
and Italy with me; nor fhall the return till ye know the 
value of /ech a daughter. | = 
And faying this, he hurried out of the room, went into 

the court-yard, and ordered his horfe. © 
Mr. Antony Harlowe. went to him there, juft as he was 
mounting 5 
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mounting ; ; and faid, He hoped he fhould find him coofer 
in the evening (for he till then had lodged.at his houfe) 
and that then they would converfe calmly ; and every-one, 
mean time, would weigh all matters well—But the angry 
gentleman faid, Coufin Harlowe, I fhall endeavour to-dif- 
charge the obligations I owe to your civility, fince I have 
been in England: But I have been fo treated by that hot- 
headed young man (who, as far as I know, has done more 
to ruin his fitter than Lovelace himfelf, and ¢47s with the 
approbation of you all) that J will not again enter into 
your doors, or theirs. My fervants fhall have orders, 
whither to bring what belongs to me from your houfe. 
I will fee my dear coufin Clary as foon asI can. And fo 
God blefs you all together! Only this one word to 
your nephew, if you pleafe, That he wants to be taught 
the difference between courage and blufter; and it is happy 
for him, perhaps, that I am 47s kinfman; tho’ I am forry 
he is mine. | 

I wondered to hear your uncle, on his return to them 
all, repeat this; becaufe of the confequences it may be 
attended with, tho’ J hope it will not have bad ones : — Yet 
it was confidered as a fort of challenge, and fo it confirmed 
every-body in your brother's favour; and Mifs Harlowe 
forgot not to inveigh againft that error which had brought 
on all thefe evils. 

I took the liberty again, but with fear and SemDUNE, 
to defire leave to attend you. 

Before any other perfon could anfwer, your ‘brother 
faid, He fuppofed I looked upon myfelf to be my own 
miftrefs. Did I want their contents, and court/bip, to go 
up? If he might {peak his mind, we were /itte/? to be to- 
gether.—Yet he with’d I would not trouble my head about 
their family-matters, till I was defired fo to do. 

~ But don’t you know, brother, faid Mifs Harlowe, that 
the error of any branch of.a family, {plits that family all in 
pieces, ‘and makes not only every common friend and ac- 
" quaintance, but even /erucats, judges over both ?—T his 
is one of the bleffed eitects of my fifter Clary’s fault ! 

There never was a creature fo.criminal, faid your fa- 
ther, looking with difpleafure at me, who had noi fome 
- weak heads to pity and fide with her,, 


I wept. 
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“Iwept. Your mamma was'fo good as‘to take me by 
the hand: Come, good woman, faid fhe, come along with 


me. You have too much reafon to be afflicted at what 


afficts Us, to want additions to your grief. 7 
' Bat, my deareft young lady, I was more touched for 


your fake than for: my own: ‘For I have been low in the’ 


world for a great number of years; and, of confequence, 
muft have been accuftomed to {nubs and rebuffs from the 
affluent. But I hope, that patience is written as legibly on 
my forehead, as haughtinefs on that of any of my obligers. . 

Your mamma led me to her chamber ; and there we fat 
and wept together for feveral minutes, without being able 
to fpeak either of us one word to the other. At laft fhe 


broke filence ; atking me, If you were really and indeed 


foill, as it was faid you were ? 


' Tanfwered in the affirmative ; and would have fhewn 


her your laft letter ; but fhe declined feeing it. 
I would fain have procured from her the favour of a 


line to you, with her blefling. I afked what was intended 


by your brother and fifter ? Would nothing fatisfy them 
but your final reprobation ? —I infinuated, how eafy it 
would be, did not your duty and humility govern you, 
to make yourfelf independent as to circumftances ; but’ 
that nothing but a Bleffing, a /2/ Blefing, was requefted’ 


by you. And many other things I urged in your behalf.’ 
The following brief repetition of what fhe was pleafed’ 


to fay, in anfwer to my pleas, will give you a notion of 
itall; and of the prefent fituation of things. a 
She faid, ‘ She was very unhappy! She had loft the 


* little authority fhe once had over her other children, 


* thro’ one child’s failing; and all influence over Mr. 
‘ Harlowe, and his brothers. Your father, fhe faid, had’ 
* befought her to leave it to him to take his own methods 
“ with you; and (as fhe valued him) ‘to take no ftep in 
* your favour unknown to him and your uncles: Yet the 
‘owned, that they were too much governed by your 
‘ brother. They would, however, give way in time, fhe 
‘ knew, to a reconciliation: They defigned no other ; 
* for they all ftill loved you. : / 
* Your brother and fifter, fhe owned, were very jealous’ 

‘ of your coming into favour again: Yet, could A 
r. 
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Mr. Morden have kept his temper, and ftood her fon’s 
firft fallies, who had carried his refentment fo high,. 
(having always had the family grandeur in view) that. 
he knew not how to defcend, the conferences, fo abrupt- 
ly broken. off juft now, would bave ended more. hap- 
pily; for that fhe had reafgn to think, that a few. 
conceflions.on your part, with regard to your grand- 
father’s eftate, and your coufin’s engaging for your fub-. 
miffion, as. from proper motives, would have foftened. 
them all. 


‘ Mr. Brand’s account of your intimacy with the friend - 


of the obnoxious man, fhe faid, had, for the time, very- 
unhappy effects ; for fhe had (before that) gained fome. 
ground: But afterwards dared not, nor indeed. had. in- 
clination, to open her lips in your behalf. Your eon- 
tinued. intimacy with that Mr. Belford was wholly. un- 
accountable,. and as wholly inexcufeable.. 

‘ What made the with’d-for reconciliation, fhe. faid, 
more difficult, was, firft, that you yourfelf acknowleged’ 
yourfelf difhonoured ; and: it.was too.well known, that. 
it-was your own fault. that you. ever. were.in the. power 
of fo great a profligate; of confequence, that their and. 
your difgrace could not be greater than. it was: Yet, 
that you refufed to profecute the wretch. Next, that-the. 
pardon and bleffing hoped. for muft-_probably be attended: 
with your marriage to the man they hate, and who hates: 
them.as much: Very difagreeable. circumiftances, fhe. 
faid, I muft allow, to found a reconciliation upon. 

‘ As to her own part, fhe muft needs fay, That if there 
were any hope, that Mr. Lovelace would become a re- 
formed man, the letter her coufin Morden had read to 
them, from him to you, and the juftice (as fhe hoped iv 
was) he did your character, tho’ to his own condemna- 
tion (his family and fortunes heing unexceptionable} and 
all his relations earneft to be related to you, were ar- 
guments. that would have weight with her, could they. 
have any with your father and uncles,’ 

To my. plea of your illmefs, ‘ She could. not-but flatter 


* herfelf, fhe anfwered, that it was from lownefs of {pirits,: 
‘ and temporary dejection. A young creature, the faia, 
“49 very confiderate as. you naturally were, gnd fallen,fo 


“ low, 
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® * low, muft have enough of that. Should they lofe you, 
‘ which God forbid! the feene wauld then indeed be fadly - 

8 changed ; for then thofe who now. mof refented, would 

x‘ be moft grieved; all your fine qualities would rife to 
yA ‘ their remembrance, and: your unhappy error would be 
* quite forgotten. : 

< She withed you would put yourfelf into your coufin’s 
‘ proteéftion intirely, and have nathing more to fay. to 

‘ Ms. Belford,’ 

And I would recommend it to your moft ferious. con- 
.<fideration, my dear Mifs Clary, whether now, as your 
, coufin (who is your truftee for your grandfather's eftate) 
_;1s. cegme, you. fhould not give over all thoights of Mr. 
 Lewedaca’ s-intimate friend for your executor; more efpe- 
_,Cially, as that gentleman’s interfering in the concerns. of 
_, your family, fhould the fad event take place (which my 
” heast akes but to think of ) might be attended: with thofe 
Ha daar eer which you are fo defirous, in other cafes, to © 
“obviate: and prevent. And. fuppofe, my dear young lady, 
.. you were to write one letter more to each of your uncles, - 
~, to» lets them. Know: bow ill: you are?——And to.afk their-ad- 
“viees andi offer to ba governed by: it, in relation to: the 

° Aitpohiaen. of your eftate and: effedts ? 
 E-&nd-they-will fend you up-a. large part of what has ° 
", beenenenesved. from that eftate, fince it was yours; toge- 
, ther: with. yaun current cafh, which you left behind. you. 

° And this by your coufin Morden, for fear you fhould © 
" have contraced debts which may: make you uneafy. 

"They fcem to expett, that you will with to live at your 
i dooms houfe, in a private manner, if your coufin: 
prevail not ‘upon you to go abroad for a year or two. 

' Friday morning. 

Bee was with me juftnow. She tells me, that your 
coufin Morden is fo much difpleafed with them all,. that 
he has refuted te lodge any more at your uncle Antony’ S$ 
and has even taken up with inconvenient lodgings, till he. 
is: provided with others to his mind. This. very mach 
_ concerns them; and they repent their violent treatment of 
~ him: And the more, as he is refolved, he fays, to make 
“ yeu his heir general, and his full and whole executrix. 

W hat noble fortunes ftill, my deareft young lady, a 
you 
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you! Iam thoroughly convinced, if it pleafe God to-pre- 
ferve your life and your health, that every-body will foon 
= reconciled to you, and that you will fee many happy 

ays. | 

. Your mamma withed me not to attend you-as yet, .be- 
caufe fhe hopes that I may give myfelf that pleafure foon 
with every-body’s good liking, and even at their defire. 
Your coufin Morden’s reconciliation with them, which 
they are very defirous of, I am ready to hope, will include 
theirs with you. 7 | 


But if that fhould happen which I fo much dread, and I 


not with you, I fhould never forgive myfelf. Let me, 
therefore, my deareft young lady,.defire you to.command 
my attendance, if you find any danger, and if you with 
me peace of mind ; and ne confideration fhall with-hold 
pape 


heat that Mifs Howe has obtained teave from her 


mother to fee you; and intends next week to go to town 
for that purpofe; and (as it is believed) to buy cloaths 
for her approaching nuptials. . | 

Mr. Hickman’s mother-in-law is lately dead. Her 
jointure Of Goo /. a.year is fallen in to him; and fhe has 
moreover, as an acknowlegement of his good behaviour 
to her, left him all fhe was worth, which was very con- 
fiderable, a few legacies excepted to her own relations. . 

Thefe good men are uniformly good: Indeed could 
not elfe de good; and never fare the worfe for bemg fo. 
All the world agrees, he will make that fine young lady 
an excellent. hufband. And I am forry they are not as 
much agreed in her making him an excellent wife. But E 


hope a lady of her principles would not encourage his ad-_ 


drefs, if, whether the at prefent loves him or not, fhe 
thought fhe could aor love him ; or if fhe preferred any 
other man to him. , 

Mr. Pocock undertakes to deliver This; but fears it 
wall be Saturday night firft, if not Sunday morning. 
- May the Almighty protect and blefs you! I long to fee 
you—My deareft young lady, I long to fee you; and to 
fold you once more to my fond heart. I dare to fay, 


happy days are coming. Be but chearful. Give way to | 


hope. 


Whether 
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“Whether for this world, or the other, you mmf be 


‘ happy. With to live, however, were it only becaufe you 
* are“o well fitted in mind to make every-one happy who 


has the honour to know you. What fignifies this tranfi- 


’ tory eclipfe? You are as near perfection, by all I have 


fo 


heard, as any creature in this world can be: For here is 
your glory: You are brightened and purified, as I may 
fay, by your fufferings '—How I long to hear your whole 


- fad’ yet inftructive ftory from your own lips ! 


For Mifs Howe’s fake, who, in her new engagements, 
will fo much want you; for;your coufin Morden’s fake ; 


- for your mother’s fake, if I muft go.no further in your fa- 
< mily; and yet I-can fay, for all their fakes; and for my fake, 
- pay deareft young lady; let your refumed and accuitomed 
- magnanimity bear you up. You have many things to do, 
_ which I know not the perfon who will do, if you leave us. 


Join your prayers.then to mine, that God will {pare 
ou to a world that wants you and your example; and, 


*: altho’ your days may feem to have been numbered, who 


Ae 
7 ee 


knows, but that, with the good King Hezekiah, you may 
have them prolonged? Which God grant, if it be his 


:; bleffed will, to the prayers of 


. Your JupitH Norton. 
LETTER XL. 
Mr. Betrorp, To Rosert Loverace, E/g; 


Monday, Sept. 4. 
TL FI E lady would not read the letter fhe had from 
. Mrs. Norton, till fhe had received the Communion, 
for fear it fhould contain any-thing that might difturb that 


. happy calm, which fhe had been endeavouring to obtain 


for it. And when that folemn office was over, fhe was {o 
com pofed, fhe faid, that fhe thought fhe could receive 
any news, however affecting, with tranquillity. Za% 
Neverthelefs, in reading it, fhe was forced to leave off 
feveral times thre’ weaknefs and a dimnefs in her fight, 
of which fhe complained ; if I may fay. complained; for {fo 
eafy and foft were her complaints, that they could hardly 
be called fuch. _ ees: 
She was very much affected at divers parts of this aa 
_ he 
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She wept feveral times, and figh’d often. Mrs. Lovick 
told me, that thefe were the gentle exclamations fhe broke | 
out into, as fhe read :—Her.uskend, ber cruel. brother !— 
How unfifterly |—Poor dear-weman.! feeming to fpeak of 
Mrs. Norton. Her kind coufin!—O thefe poate firits! 
-——And then refleting upon herfelf more than once,— 
What a deep error is mine |~—~-What-evils have I ‘Geen the 
eccafion of [— 

When I was admitted to her:prefence, I have deci 
faid fhe, a long and not very pleafing letterifrom. my dear 
Mrs. Norton: It will foon be in-your hands. I am ad- 

_vifed againft appointing you to.the office you -have fo 

' kindly accepted; But you muft refent-nothing of thele 
things. My choice will have.an odd appearance to them : 
But it is now too late to alter it, if I' would. 
_ I would fain write an anfwer to it,.comtinued fhe : Bat 
I have no diftmé fight, Mr. Belford, no -fteadinels of 
fingers.—T his miftinets, howsver, will perhaps ‘be ‘gone 
by-and-by-—T hen turming to ‘Mrs, Lovick,: I don’t:think 
I am dying yet—not afually dying, Mrs. Loviok—¥or I 
have no bodily pain—-No numbneffes ; no figns.of tmme- 
diate death, I think—And my: breath, which ufed of date 
to be fo fhort, is now tolerable—My head clear, my in- 
tellects free—I think I cannot be dying yet—I fhall have 
agonies, I doubt--Life will not give up fo bleffedly ealy, 
I fear—Yet how merciful is the Almighty, te give his 
poor cteature fuch a fweet ferenity1—Tis what I have 
prayed for !—What encouragement, Mrs. Lovick, fo near 
one’s diffolution, to have it to :hope, ‘that one’s oe 
are anfwered ! 

Mrs. Smith, as well as Mrs; Lovick, was with “her. 


7 


They were both in tears; nor had J,.any more than they, » 


power to fay a word in anfwer: Yet fire fpoke all this, as 
well as what follows, with:a: furprifing compblure of . mind 
and countenance. 

But, Mr. Belford, faid fhe, affummg.a full fprightlier 
air and accent, let me talk a little to you, while l.am thus 
able to fay what:I have to fay. 

Mrs. Lovick, don’t deave us;. for the women were 
rifing to go—Pray fit down ; and do you, mre Smith, fit 


down | 


me to feal them up with my feal. 
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down tod.—Dame Shelbourne, take this key, and open 
that upper drawer. I will move to it. 

_ She did, with trembling knees. Here, Mr. Belford, is 
rny will. It is witneffed by three perfons of Mr. Smith's 
acquaintance. 

.I dare to hope, that my coufin Morden will give you. 


“affiftance, if you requeft it of bim. My coufin-Morden 


continues his affettion for me: But as J have not feen him, 
I leave all the trouble upon you, Mr. Belford. This deed 
‘may want forms ; and it does, no doubt: But the lefs, as 
I have my ‘grandfather’s will almoft by heart, and have 
‘often enough heard that canvaffed. I-will lay it by itfelf 
in this corner; putting it at the furtlier end of the drawer. 
‘She then took up a parcel of letters, inclofed in one 
‘cover, fealed with thrée feals of black wax: This, faid 
fhe,. I fealed up laft night. ‘The cover, Sir, will let you 
‘know what is to be done with what it inclofes. This ‘is 
the fuperfcription (holding jit clofe to her eyes, and 
rubbing thein); 4: foon as I am.certdinly dead, this to be 
broke open by Mr. Belford-— ere, Sir, I put it (placing it 


by the will).—Thefe folded papers‘are letters and copies 


of letters, difpofed according to their dates. Mifs Howe 
willdo with thofe as you and the fhall think fit. If I receive: 
any more, or more come when I cannot receive them, 
they may be put into this drawer (pulling out and pufhing 
in the looking-glafs drawer) {You'll be fo kind as to ob- 
ferve that, Mrs, Lovick, and dame Shelburne] to be 
given‘to Mr. Belford, be they from whom they will. — 
Here, Sir, proceeded. fhe, I put the keys of my appa- - 
rel (putting them into the drawers with her papers), All 


.is in order, and the inventory upon them, and an account 


of what-I have difpofed of : So that no-body need to afk 
Mrs. Smith any queitions. a 

There will be no immediate need to open or infpect 
the trunks which contain my wearing apparel. Mrs. 
Norton will open them, or order fomebody to do it for 
her, in your prefence. Mrs. Lovick; for fo I have di- 
rected in my will. They may be fealed up now: I-fhall 


’ mever more have occafion to open them. : 


‘She then, ‘tho’ I expoftulated to the contrary, caufed 
After 
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After this, fhe locked the drawer where were her pa- 
pers; firft taking out her book of Meditations, as fhe 
called it; faying, She fhould, perhaps, have ufe for that ; 
and then defired me to take the key of that drawer ; for 
fhe fhould have no further occafion for that neither. 

All this in fo compofed and chearful a manner, that we 
were equally furprifed and affected with it. . 

You can witnefs for me, Mrs. Smith, and fo can you, 
Mrs. Lovick, proceeded fhe, if any one afk after my life 
and converfation, fince you have known me, that I have 
been very orderly; have kept good hours, and never 
_ have lain out of your houfe, ‘but when I was in prifon ; 
and then, you know, I could nothelpit. : 

~ © Lovelace! that thou hadft heard her, or feen her, 
‘unknown to herfeif, on this occafion!—Not one of us 
cold fpeak a word. | | 

I fhall leave the world in perfect charity, proceeded fhe. 
And turning towards the women, Don’t be fo much con- 
cerned for me, my good friends. This is all but needful 
preparation; and I hall be very happy. ” 

Then again rubbing her eyes, which fhe faid were 
miity, and looking more intently round upon each, par- 
ticularly on me—God blefs you all, faid fhe! how kindly 
“are you concerned for me!—Who fays, I am friendlefs? 
‘Who fays, I am abandoned, and among ftrangers ?— Good 
Mr. Belford, don’t be fo gexeroufly humane !— Indeed | 

(putting her handkerchief to her charming eyes) you will 
"make me lefs happy, than Iam fure you wifh me to be. 

While we were thus folemnly engaged, a fervant came 
with a letter from her coufin Morden :—Then, faid the, 
he is not come himfc/f! 

She broke it open; but every line, fhe faid, appeared 
two to her: So that, being unable to read it herfelf, fhe 

defired I would read itto her. I did fo; and with’d it 
were more confolatory to her: But fhe was all patient at- 
tention; tears, however, often trickling down her cheeks. 
By the date, it was written yefterday ; and this is the fub- 
ftance of it. | 

‘He tells her, ¢ That the Thurfday before he had pro- 
« cured a general meeting of her principal relations, at 
'€ her father’s; tho’ not without difficulty, her haughty 
| | | 7 | ‘ brother 
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.© brother oppofing it, and, when met, rendering all his 


endeavours to reconcile them to her ineffectual. He cen- 
fures him, as the moft ungovernable young man he ever 
knew : Some great ficknefs, he fays, fome heavy mit- 
fortune, is wanted to bring him to a knowlege of him- 


felf, and of what is due from him to others; and he 


wifhes, that he were not er brother, and Ais coafin. 
Nor does he fpare her father and uncles, for being fo 
implicitly led by him.’ 7 

He tells her, ‘ That he parted with them all in high dif- 
pleafure, and thought never more to darken any of their 
doors : That he declared as much to her two uncles, who 
came to him on Saturday, to try to accommodate with 
him ; and who found him preparing to go to London to 
attend her; and that, notwithftanding their prefling in- 
treaties, he determined fo to do, and not to go with 
them to Harlowe-Place, or to either of their own houfes ; 
and accordingly difmiffed them with fuch an anfwer. 

* But that her noble letter, as he calls it, of Aug. 31. (2) 
being brought him about an hour after their departure, 
he thought it might affect them as much as’ it did him; 
and give them the exalted opinion of her virtue and ho- 
nour, which was fo well deferved; and at the fame time 
convince them of what they made fuch difficulty to be- 
lieve; to wit, that you, and all your relations, were fol- 
licitous to obtain the honour of her alliance, on her own 
terms: And that this induced him to turn his horfe’s head 
back to her uncle Antony's, inftead of forward towards 
London. : 

* That accordingly arriving there, and finding her two 
uncles together, he read to them the affecting letter; 
which left neither of the three a dry eye: That the ab- 
fent, as is ufual in fuch cafes, bearing all the load, they 
accufed her brother and fifter ; and befoughit him to put 
off his journey to town, till he could carry with him 
the bleflings which fhe had formerly in vain folicited for; 
and (as they hoped) the happy tidings of a general re- 
conciliation. - 

‘ That not doubting but his vifit would be the more 
welcome to her, if thefe-good ends could be obtained, 
Vot. VII. I ‘he 


(4) See Letter xxix, p. 12% 
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he the more readily complied with their defires. ‘Bat 


not being willing to fubject himfelf to the poffibility of 
receiving frefh infults from her brother, he had given 
her uncles a copy of her letter, for the family to affem- 
ble upon; and defired to know, as foon as poffible, the 
refult of their deliberations. ’ ee 

‘ He tells her, that he thall bring her up the accounts — 


‘ relating to the produce of her grandfather's eftate, and 


adjuft them with her; having actually in his hands the 
arrears due to her from it. ) 

‘ He highly applauds the noble manner in which fhe re- 
fents your ufageof her. Itis impoffible, he owns, that 
you can either deferve her, or to be forgiven. But as 
you do juftice to her virtue, and offer to make her aH 
the reparation now in your power; and as fhe is fo very 
earneft with him not to refent that ufage ; and.declares, 
that you could not have been the author of her calami- 
ties but through a ftrange concurrence of unhappy caufes; 
and as he is not at a lofs to know how to place to a pro- 
per account that ftrange concurrence; he defires her not 
to be apprehenfive of any vindictive meafures from him. 

Neverthelefs (as may be expected) ‘ he inveighs againft 
you; as he finds, that fhe gave you no advantage over 
her. But he forbears to enter further into this fubjea, 
he fays, till he has the henour to fee her ; aad the ra- 
ther, as fhe feems fo much determined againft you. How- 
ever, he cannot but fay, that he thinks youa gallant . 
man, and a man of fenfe ; and that you have the repy- 


tation of being thought a gerferous man in every inftance 


but where the Sex is concerned. In /uch, he owns, that 
you have taken inexcufable liberties. And he is forry 
to fay, that there are very few young men of fortune but 
who allow themfelves in the fame. Both Sexes, he ob- _ 
ferves, too much love to have cach other in their power: 
Yet he hardly ever knew man or woman who was very 
fond of power, make aright ufe of it. 
* If fhe be fo abfolutely determined againft marrying. 
you, as fhe declares fhe is, he hopes, he fays, to prevail 
upon her to take (as foon as her health will permit) a‘ 
little tour abroad with him,. as what will probably efta- 
biith its fince traveling is certainly the beft phyfic for 
: § all 
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© gll thofe diforders which owe their rife to grief and dif- 
* appointment. An abfence of two or. three years will 
© endear her to every one, on her return, and every-one 
* so her. Coe ioe FS oe | 
© He exprefles his impatience to fee her. He will fee 
“out, he fays, the moment he knows’ the refult of her fa- 


© mily’s determination ; which he doubts not will be fa- 
© vourable. Nor will he wait long for that.’ 


When I had read the letter thro’ to the languifhing lady, 
And fo, my’ friends, faid fhe, have I heard of a patient 
who adtually died, while five or fix principal phyficians 


-were in a confyltation, and not agreed upon What name 


to give to his diftemper. The patient was an Emperor: 


The Emperor Jofeph, I think. 


_ Tafked, If 1 fhould write to her coufin, as he knew not 
how ill fhe was, tohaftenup. 

_ By no means, fhe faid; fince, if he were not already fet 
out, fhe was perfyaded that fhe fhould be fo low by the 
time he could receive my letter, and come, that his pre- 


fence would but difcompofe and hurry 4er, and afflict fim. 


I hope, however, fhe is not fo very near her end. And 


_ without faying any more to her, when I retired, I wrote 
to Colonel Morden, that if he expects to fee his beloved 


coufin alive, he muft lofe no time in fetting out. I fent 


this letter by his own fervant. 


Dr. H. fent away 47s letter to her father by a patticular 


hand this morning. 


Mrs. Walton the milaner has alfo juft now acquainted 
Mrs. Smith, that her hufband had a letter brought by a 


_fpecial meffenger from parfon Brand, within this half- 


hour, inclofing the copy of one he had written to Mr. 
Jobn Harlowe, recanting his officious one. 
And as all thefe, and the copy of the lady’s letter to Col. 
Morden, will be with them pretty much at a time, the de- 
vil’s jn the family if they are not {truck with a remorfe that 
fhall burft open the double-barred doors of their hearts, © 
Will. engages to. reach you with this (Jate as it will be) 
before you go to reft. He begs that I will teftify for him 


_the hour and the minute I fhall give it him. It is jaf 


half an hour after ten. 
I pretend to be (now by a the {wifteft fhort-hand writer 
| | 2 


— in. 


472 The History of — 

in England, next to-yourfelf. Bat were matter to artfe every 
hour to write upon, and I had nothing elfe te do, I cannot 
write fo faft as you expect. And let-it'be remembered, 
that your fervants cannot bring letters or meflages before 


they are written or fent. . 
| | J. BELForp. 


LETTER XLU.. 
Dr. H. To James Hariowe, fenior, Efqy — 
. SIR, London, Sept.-4. 
J F J. may judge of the hearts of other parents by 
‘® my own, I cannot doubt but you will take it. well-to 
be informed, that you have yet an opportunity to fave 
syourfelf and family great future regret, by difpatching hi- 
ther fome one of it, with your Jaft blefling, and your la- 
‘dy's, to the moft excellent of her fex. | 
-. JT have fome reafon to believe, Sir, that fhe has been 
-teprefented to you in a very different light from the true 
one. And this it is that induces me to acquaint.you, that 
I think her, on the beft grourids, abfolutely irreproach- 
table in all her conduct which has paffed under my eye, 
‘or come to my ear; and that her very misfortunes are 
‘made glorious to her, and honourable to all that are re- 
lated to her, by the ufe fhe has made of them ; and by the. 
“patience and refignation with which fhe fupports herfelf 
‘jn a painful, lingering, and difpiriting decay; and by the 
‘greatnefs of mind with which fhe views her approaching 
diffolution. Ard all this from proper motives ; from mo- 
tives in which a dying faint might glory. - 
She knows not that I write. I muit indeed acknow- 
lege, that I offered to do fo, fome days ago, and that very 
'preffingly : Nor did fhe refufe me from obftinacy — She 
feems not to know-what that is— But defired me to forbear 
for two days only, in hopes that her newly-arrived coufin, 
who, as fhe heard, was foliciting for her, would be able 
to fueceed in her favour. 
I hope I fliall not be thought an officious man on this 
occafion : But if I am, I cannot help it; being driven to 
write, by a kind of parenta/ and irrefiftible impulfe. 
| But, Sir, whatever you do, or permit to be done, muft - 
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be fpeedily done:;. for. fhe cannot, I verily think, live « 
week.: And how long of that fhort fpace the may enjoy 
her. admirable.intelle&ts, to take comfort in the favours 
you may think proper to confer upon her, cannot be faidi 


Iam, Sir, ae 
? Your moft bumble Serwant, 


LETTER Xi | 

Mr. Berrorp, To Witt1aM Morpen, E/q3 

SIR, London, Sept. 4. 
"ERE urgency. of the cafe, and the opportunity by your 
© fervant, will fufficiently apologize for this trouble 
from a ftranger to. your perfon; who, however, is not a 
ftranger to your merit. 3 | 

I underfland you.are imploying your good offices with 
Mifs Clariffa lowe’s parents, and other relations, to 
reconcile them to. the moft meritorious daughter and kinf- 
woman, that.ever family had to boat of. 
‘ Generoufly as this is intended by you, we 4ere have too 
much reafon to think all your folicitudes on this head wil} 
be unneceffary: For, it is the opinion of every one who 
has the honour of being admitted to her fsbranaai Fea the 
cannot live over three days: So that-if you with to fep 
her alive you muft lofe no time to come up. 

She knows not that I write. I had done it fooner, if 


I had had the leaf doubt that before now the would 


not have received from you fome news of the happy ef- 
feéts of your kind mediation in her behalf. I am, Siz 
| Your moft bumble Servant, — 

| J. Berrorn, . 


LETTER XUV |. 
Ay. Loverace, To Joun Betrorn, E/g. : 
| [In Anfrer to Letter xii. p. 163.) 

“Uxbridge, Tuefday morn. betaveen 4nd 5. 

A® D can it be, that this admirable creature will fo foon 
leave this curfed world? For curfed I fhall think it, 
and more curfed myfelf, ween fhe is gone. O Jack! thou, 
a 3 whe 
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who can fit fo cool, and, like Addifon’s Angel, direZ,. 
and even enjoy, the ftorm, that tears up my happinefs by 
the roots, blame me not for my.impatience, however un- 
reafonable! If thou kneweft, that already I feel the tor- 
ments of the damned, in the remorfe that wrings my heart, 


on looking back upon my paft actions by her, thou wouldt. 
not be the devil thou art, to halloo on a worrying confci-. 


ence, which, without thy mercilefs aggravations, is alto- 
gether intolerable. gen p evar 


I know not what I write, nor what I would write. When. 


the company that ufed to delight me.is as unéafy to me as 
my reflections are painful, and I can neither help nor di- 
vert. myfelf, muft not every fervant about me partake in 
a perturbation fo fincere? ia — 


- Shall I give thee a faint picture of the horrible uneai- 


nefs with which my mind ftruggles? And faint indeed it 
muft be; for nothing but outrageous madnefs can exceed 
it; and shat only in the apprehenfion of others; fince, as 


to the fufferer, it is certain, that a€tual diftradtion (take it 
out of its lucid intervals) muft be an infinitely more happy 


ftate than the fufpenfe and anxicties that bring it on. 


Forbidden to attend the dear creature, yet longing to. 


fee her, I would give the world to be admitted once more 
to her beloved prefence. I ride towards London three or 
four times a day, refolving pro and con. twenty times in 
two or three miles; and at laft ride back ; and in view 
of Uxbridge, loathing even the kind friend and hofpi- 
table houfe, turn my horfe’s head again towards the town, 
and refolve to gratify my humour, let her take it as fhe 
will; but, at the very entrance of it, after infinite can- 
vafings, once more alter my mind, dreading to offend and 
fhock her, left by that means I fhould curtail a life fo pre- 

cious. le = _ : <A 
Yefterday, in particular, to give you an idea of the 
firength of that impatience which I cannot avoid fuffer- 
ing to break out upon my fervants, I had no fooner dif- 

patched Will, than I took horfe to meet him:on his return, 
_ In order to give him time, I loiter’d about on the road, 
riding up tis lane to the one highway, down ¢éat to the 
Other, juft as: my horfe pointed; all the way curfing my 
very being ; and tho’ fo lately looking down upon all the 
world, 
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world, wishing to sg 8 conditions with the pooreft beg- 


gar that cried to me for charity as I rode by him— and 
throwing him money, in hopes to obtain by. his prayers: 
the bleffing my heart pants after. | 

After I had fauntered-about an hour or two (which. 
feemed three or four tedious ones) fearing I had flipt the 
fellow, I inquired at every turnpike, whether a fervant: 
in fuch a livery had not paffed thro’ in his returm from 


London,. on a full gallop: (for woe had been to the dog, 


had.I met him on a fluggifh trot!), And left I fhould miis 
him at one end of Kenfingten, as he might take either 
the A¢cton or Hamerfmith road; or at the other, as he 
might come thro’ the Park, or not ; how many {core times 
did I ride backwards and forwards from the palace to the 
Gore, making myfelf the fubjeCt of obfervation to all paf- 
fengers, whether on horfeback or on-foot ; who, no doubt, 
wondered to fee a well-dreffed and well-mounted man,- 
fometimes ambling, fometimes prancing (as the beaft had 
more fire than his mafter) backwards and forwards in fo: 
fhort ‘a compafs! 

-¥et att this time, tho’ longing to-efpy the fellew, did I. 
te to meet him, left he fhould-be charged with fatal. 


When at diftance I faw “7 man galloping towards 
me, my refemblance-forming fancy immediately made it 
to be him; and then my heart bounded to my mouth, as 
if it would have choaked me. But when the perfon’s. - 
nearer approach undeceived me, how did I curfe the var- 
let’s delay, and thee by turns; and how ready was I to draw: 
my piftol at the ftranger, for having the impudence to gal-: 
lop; which none but my meffenger, I thought, had ei-- 
ther right or reafon to. do! For all the bufinefs of the’ 
world, I am ready to imagine, fhould ftand ftill on an oc- 
cafion fo melancholy, and fo interefting to myfelf. Nay, 
for this week paft, I could cut the throat of any man or 
woman I fee laugh, while I am in fuch deje€tion of mind. 

F am now convinced,.that the wretches who fly from a 
heavy fcene, labour under. ten times more diftrefs in the 
intermediate fufpenfe and apprehenfion, than shey can do. 
who are prefent at it, and fee and know the worft; fo 
much greater are the evils we dread than thofe we fee !— 

14 And 
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And fo able is fancy or imagination, the more immediate 
effspring of the foul, to outdo fact, let the fubject be ei- 
ther joyous or grievons. =. 

And hence, as I conceive, it is, that all pleafures are 
greater.in the expecfation, or in the reflection, than in frui- 
tion; as all pains, which prefs heavy upon both parts of 
that unequal union by which frail mortality holds its pre- 
carious tenure, generally are moft acute in the. pre/ent 
renfe: For how eafy fit upon the refefion the heavieft mif- 
fortunes, efpecially when furmounted !—But mo/f eafy, I 
confefs, thofe in which Body has more concern than Soul. 
This, however, is a point of philofophy I have neither 
time nor head juft now to weigh: So take it as it falts from 
a madman’s pen. 

Woe be to either of the wretches who fhall bring me 
the fatal news that fhe is no more! For i is but too Kkely 
that a fhriek-owl fo hated will never whoot or fcream’ 
again; unlefs the fhock, that will probably diforder my’ 
whole frame on fo fad an occafion (by uxfeadying nisi. 
hand) fhall divert my aim from his head, heart, or bow- 
els, if it turn not againft my own. — 


But, furely, fhe will not, the cannot yet-die! Sucka . 


matchlefs excellence, 


whofe mind | | 
Contains a world, and feems for all things fram'd, 

could not be lent to be fo foon demanded back again! 
But may. it not be, that thou, Belford, art in a plot 
with the dear creature (who will not let me attend her to 
convince myfelf) in order to work up my foul to the 
deepeft remorfe and penitence ; and that, when fhe is con- 
vinced of the fincerity of both, and when my mind is 
made fuch wax, as to be fit to take what impreflion fhe 
pleafes to give it, fhe will then raife me up withthe joy- 

ful tidings of her returning health and acceptance of me? 
What would I give to have it fo! And when the hap- 
pinefs of hundreds, as well as the peace and reconciliation 
of feveral eminent families, depend upon er reftoration 

ard happinefs, why fhould it not be fo? — 

. But let me prefume it will. Let me indulge my former 
hope, Lowever improbable.—-J awi//; and enjoy it too. And 
| let 
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let me tell thee how ecftatic my delight would be on the 
unravelling of fuch a plot as this! 

Do, dear Belford, let it be fo!—-And, O my deareft, 
and ever-dear Clariffa, keep me no longer i in this cruel 
fafpenfe; in which I foffer a thoufand times more than 
ever I made thee fuffer. Nor fear thou that I will refent, 
or recede, on an eclairciffement fo defirable: For I will 
adore thee for ever, and, without reproaching thee for the 
pangs thon haf tortured me with, confefs thee as muck 
my fuperior in noble and generous contrivances, as thou 
art in virtue and honour! 

But, once more — Should the worft happen - — fay not 
what that worft is—and I am gone from this hated ifland~ 
Gone for ever—And may eternal — But I am crazed al- 
ie i will therefore conclude myfelf, 

a Thine more than my own, 
_ (And no great compliment neither ) 
LE T TER XLV. 
Mr. Berrorp, Jo Ropert Lovevace, Efq; 
_ Tuefday, 5. Sept. 9 in the morn. at Mr. Smith's. 
W HE ae I read yours ef this morning, I could nog 
pitying you for the account you give of the 
eatte eae and fufpenfe you labour under. I wifh 
from my heart all were to end as you are fo willing to 
hope : Bat j it will not be; and your fufpenfe, if the wort 
part of your torment, as you fay it is, will foon be over ; 
but, alas! in a way you with not. 

¥ attended the lady juftnow. She is extremely ill: Yer 

zs the aiming at an anfwer to her Mrs. Norton’s letter, 


which fhe began yelterday m her own chamber, and has 


written a good deal; but in a hand not like her own fine 
one, as Mrs. Lovick tells me, but much larger, and the 


ines crooked. 


I have accepted of the offer of 2 room adjoining to the 
widow Lovick’s, till I fee how matters go; but unknown 
to the lady ; and I fhall go home every night, fora few 
hours: J would not lofe a fentence that I could gain Bain 


Bs 


178 The History of:: oe 
from lips fo inftru€tive, nor the opportunity of receiving 
any command from her, for an eftate. . Sn 
. In this my new apartment, I now write, and fhall con- 

tinue to write, as occafions offer, that I may be the more 
circumftantial: But I depend upon the return of my let- 
ters, or copies of them, on demand, that I may have to- 
gether all that relates to this affecting ftory; which I fhall 
reperufe with melancholy pleafure to the end of my life. . 
I think I will fend thee Brand’s letter to Mr. John Har- 
lowe, recanting his hafe furmizes. It is a matchlefs piece 
of pedantry; and may perhaps a little divert thy deep | 
chagrin: Some time hence at leaft it may, if not now. 
-. What wretched.creatures are there in the world! What 
flrangely mixed charaGers! — So fenfible and {fo foolith 
at the fame time! What a various, what a fooli/> creature 


is man !— 
te alee, 6 | Three o'clock. 

. Tne lady has juf finifhed her letter, and has entertained 
Mrs. Lovick, Mrs. Smith, and me, with a noble difcourfe 
-on the vanity and brevity of life, which I cannot do juftice - 
to in the repetition: And indeed I am fo grieved for her, 
that, ill as the is, my intelleéts are not half {o clear as hers. 

‘A few things which made the ftrongeft impreffion up- 
on me, as weil from the fentiments themfelves, as from 
her manner of uttering them, I remember. She intro- 
daced them thus: Oe 

I. am thinking, faid fhe, what a gradual and happy 
death God Almighty ( Bleffed be his name!) affords me! 
‘Who would have thought, that, fuffering what I have fuf- 

. fered, and abandoned as I have been, with fuch a tender 
education as I have lad, I fhould be fo long a dying!— 

‘But fee how by little and little it has come to this. I 
was firft taken off from the power of wa/king: Then I took 

‘acoach—A coach grew too violent an exercife: Then I took 
a chair.— The prifon was a large DeaTH-sTRIDE ypon 
me—I fhould have fuffered longer elfe!—Next, I was un- 
able to go to Church ; then to go up or down fairs; Now 
tardly can move from one room to another; and a lefs 
room will foon hold me. — My eyes begin to fail me, fo 
that at times I cannot fee to read diftin@ly; and now I 
ganhardly write, or hold a pen. — Next, I prefume, I 
fhall 
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thall know no-body, nor be able to thank any of you: I 
therefore now once more thank you, Mrs. Lovick, and you, 
Mrs. Smith, and you, Mr. Belford, while I caz thank you, 
for all your kindnefs tome. And thus by little and little, 
in fuch a gradual fenfible death as I am blefled with, 
God dies away in us, as I may fay, all human fatisfac- 
tions, in order to fubdue his poor creatures to Himfelf. © 

~ Thou mayft guefs how affected we all were at this 
moving account of her progreffive weaknefs. We heard 
it with wet eyes; for what with the womens example, and 


what with her moving eloquence, I could no more help it 


thin they.. But we were filent-neverthelefs;- and fhe went. 
on, .applying herfelf to me. 7 | 

~ OMr. Belford! This is a poor tranfitory life in its beft’ 
enjoyments. We flutter about here and there, with all. 
our: vanities about us, like painted butterflies, for a gay, 
but a very fhort feafon, till at laft we lay ourfelves down. 
in a quiefcent ftate, and turn into vile worms: And who- 
knows in what form, or to what condition, we fhall rife 
again ? 7 ae? 
FE with you would permit me,.a-young creature, jut 


‘turned of Nineteen years of age, blooming and healthy as 


I was a few months ago, now nipt by the cold hand of 
death, to influence you, in the/e my laf? hours,,to a life of 
regularity and repentance for any paft evils you may have 
been guilty of. For, believe me,. Sir, that now, in this 
laft ftage, very few things will bear the teft,. or be pafled: 


‘as laudable, if pardonable, at our own Bar, much lefs at 


a more tremendous. one, in-all we have done, or delighted. 
in, even in a. life not very offenfive neither, as «ve may 
think ! — Ought we not then to ftudy in our fu// day, be- - 
fore the dark hours approach, fo to live, as may afford. 

reflections that will foften the agony of the laf moments 
when they come, and let in upon the departing foul a ray 


_ of Divine Mercy to illuminate its paflage into an awful 
" eternity ? | orks : 


| She was ready to faint, and, .choofing to lie down, I: 


“withdrew, I need not fay, with a melancholy heart: And: 


when I was got to my new-taken apartment,. my. heart 


~ was ftill more affefted by the fight of ‘the folemn letter the: 
_adsairable lady had fo lately finifhed. It.was communi-- 
ji | en Ss coal 


‘cated: 
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. cated to me by Mrs. Lovick ; who had it to copy for me: 
but it was not to be de/ivered to me till after her departare. 
However, I trefpaffed fo far, as to prevail upon the widow 
to let me take 2 copy of it; which I did direétly in cha- 
racter. 

— I fend it mclofed. If thou canft read it, and thy heart 
not bleed at thy eyes, thy remorfe can hardly be fo deep 
as thou haft inclined me to think it is. 


LETTER XLVI. 
Mifs CLarissa HARLow®, To Mrs. Norton. 
In Anfuser te Letter xl. $..154. (a)s 
My deareft Mrs. Norton, 7 : 
] Ain afraid I fhall not be able to write ail that is upow 
my mind to fay to you upon the fubjet of your laft: 
Yet I will try. 
As to my friends, and as to the fad breakfafting, I can- 
not help being afflicted for rhem. What, alas! has not 
my mother, in particular, fuffered by my rafhnefs !—Yet 


to allow fo much for a fon !—fo little for a daughter !— - 


But all now will foon be over, asf me. I hope they 
will bury all their refentments in my grave. 

As to your advice in relation to Mr. Belford, let mé 
only fay, that the unhappy reprobation I have met with, 
and my fhort time, muft be my apology now. —I wihh I 
could have written to my mother and my uncles, as you 
advife. And yet, favours come fo flowly from them !- 


The granting of one requeft only now remains as a de- ~ 


firable from them. Which neverthelefs, when granted, f 
{hall not be fenfible of, It is, that they will be pleafed 
to permit my remains to be laid with thofe of my an- 
ceftors—Placed at the feet of my dear grandfather, as F 
have mentioned in my will. This, however, as they pleafe. 
For, after all, this vile body ought not fo.much to engage 
my cares. It is a weaknefs—But let it be called a xatural 
weaknefs, and I hall be excufed ; efpecially when a re- 
verential gratitude fhall be known to be the foundation of 
it. You know, my dear woman, how my grandfather 

loved 


(2a) Begun on Monday Sept. 4. and by piecemeal finifhed on Tue fday ; 
kut not fent til the Thurfday fcllowing. 
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joved:me. And you know how much I honoured him, 


and that from my very infancy to the hour of his death. 


How often fince, have I wifhed, that he had not loved me | 
fo well! . ie . 
I with not now, at the writing of this, to fee even my 
coufin Morden. O my bleffed woman! My dear mater- 
nal friend! Iam entering upon a better tour, than to 
France or Italy either!—Or even than to fettle at my 
once beloved dairy-houfe |All thefe profpeéts and plea- 
fures, which ufed to be fo agreeable to me in health, how 
poor feem they to me now!— Poy 
Indeed, indeed, my dear mamma Norton, I thall be 
happy! I Anew I shall !---I have charming forebodings of 
happimefs already ! ---'Tell all my dear friends, for their 
comfort, that I fhall!---Who would not bear the punifhs 
ments I have borne, te have the profpects and affurances 
I rejoice in ! --- Affurances I might not Lave bad, were all 
my own wifhes to have been granted me! — , 
Neither do I want to fee even you, my dear Mrs. Nor- 
ton. Neverthelefs, I muft, in juttice to my own grati- 


. tude, declare, that there was atime, that your prefence 


and comfortings would have been balm to my wounded 
mind, could you have been permitted to come, without 


‘incerring difpleafure from thofe whofe efteem it is necef- 


fary for you to cultivate and preferve. Bat were you now, 
even by confent, and with reconciliatory tidings, tocome, 
it would but add to your grief: And the fight of one I fo 
dearly love, fo happily fraught with good news, might but 
draw me back to wifhes I have had great ftruggles to get 
above. And let me tell you for your-comfort, that I have 
not left undone, any-thing that ought to be done, either. 
re{pedting mind or perfox ; no, not to the minuteft prepara- 
tion: So that nothing is left for you to do forme. Every 
one has her direction, as to the laft offices.---And my defk, 
that I now write upon ---O my deareft Mrs. Norton, AH 
is provided !---All is ready ! And all will be as decent, as 
it fhould be! | 
And pray let my Mifs Howe know, that by the time ° 
you will receive This, and fhe your fignification of the 
contents of it, it will, in all probability, be too late for 
ker to do me the ineftimable favour, as I fheuald once have 
: thought 
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thought it, to fee me. God will have no rivals in the 
bearts of thofe be fanGifies. By various methods he deadens 
all other fenfations, or rather abforbs them all in the love 
of Him. - P 

I hall neverthelefs love you, my: mamma Norton,: and. 
my Mifs. Howe, whofe love to me bas pajfed the love of. 
avomen, to my lateft hour !---But yet, lam now above the 
quick fenfe of thofe pleafures,, which once moft delighted 
me: And once more I fay, that I do not wih to fee ob- 
jects fo dear to me, which might bring.me back again into 
fenfe, and rival my Supreme Love— a 


Twice have I been forced to leave off. Iawvifbed, that 
my lait writing might be to Yon, or to Mifs Howey af it 
might not be te my deareft ma------- Bn, ae 

Mamma, | would have wrote---Is the word diftinet ?--- 
My. eyes are fo mifty !---If, when I apply to you, I break 
off in half-words, do you fupply them---The kindeft are 
your due, --- Befure take the kindeft, to fil up chafms 
with, if any chafms there be——— 

Ayorner breaking. off! --- But the new day feems to 
rife. upon me with healing in its wings. I have gotten, I 
think, a recruit of ftrength : Spirits, I blefs God, I have 
not of late wanted. 

Let my deareft Mifs Howe purchafe her wedding gar- 
ments---And may all temporal bleffings attend the charmer 
ing preparation !--- Bleflings wi//, I make no queftion, not- 
withftanding the little cloudineffes that Mr: Hickman en- 
counters with new-and-then, which are but prognoftics.of 
a future golden ‘day to him: For her heart is good, and her 
‘head not wrong---But great merit is coy, and that coynefs 
has not always its foundation.in pride: But, if it fhould 
feem to be pride, take off the fkin-deep covering, and, in 


her, it is noble diffidence, and a. love that wants but to 


be affured | | 

Tell Mr. Hickman I write this, and write it, as I be- 
lieve, with my laft pen; and bid him dear a little at firf, 
and forbear ; and all the future will be crowning gratitude, 
and rewarding Jove: For Mifs Howe has great fenfe, fine 
judgment, and exalted generofity; and can fuch a one 
) oe | be 


- 


Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 183 


” be ingrdteful or eafy under thofe obligations which his 


affiduity and obligingnefs (when he fhall be fo happy as 
to call her his) will lay her under tohim!  _ 
As for me, never bride was fo ready as. am. My 
wedding garments are bought—And tho’ not fine or gawdy 
to the fight, tho’ not. adorned with jewels, and fet off 
with gold and filver (for I have no beholders eyes to with 
to glitter in) yet will they be the eafieft, the Lappie? {uit, 
that ever bridal maiden wore---for they are fuch as carry 
with them a fecurity againft all thofe anxieties, pains, and 
perturbations, which fometimes fucceed to the moft pro- 
mifing outfettings. : 
~” And now, my dear Mrs. Norton, do I with for no other. 

' O haften, good God, if it be thy bleffed will, the happy 
moment that I am to be decked out in this all-quieting 
garb ! And fuftain; comfort, blefs, and protect with the all- 

adowing wing of thy mercy, my dear parents, my uncles, 
my brother, my fifter, my coufin Morden, my ever-dear © 
and ever-kind Mifs Howe, my good Mrs. Norton, and 
every deferving perfon to whom they with well! is the ar- 
dent prayer, firft and laft, of every beginning hour, as 
the clock tells it me (Hours now are days, nay years) of 

«Your now not forrowing or affied, but happy. 
| Crarissa HarLtoweE. 


LETTER XLVI 
_ Mr. Loverace, To Joun Berrorp, £/9; 
—— Wedn. morn. Sept. 6. half an hour after three, 


T Am zor the favage which you and my worft enemies 


think me. My foul is too much penetrated by the 
contents of the letter which you inclofed in your laft, to 
fay one word more to it, than that my heart has bled 


‘over it from every vein !—I will fly from the fubje&t---But 
_ what other'can I choofe, that will not be as grievous, and 


lead into the fame? | 

~ I could quarrel with all the world; with thee, as 
well as the reft; obliging as thou fuppofeft thyfelf for 
writing to me hourly. How daredft thou (tho’ unknown 
to her) to prefume. to take an apartment under the fame 
roof with her?----I cannot bear to think, as di 
ou 


= 
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fhouldft be feen at all hours pafiing to and repaffing from 
her apartments, while /, who have fo much reafon te calf 
her mine, and onee was preferted by her to all the world, 
am foreed to keep aloof, and hardly dare to enter the city 
where fhe is! — 
If there be any-thing in Brand’s letter that will divert 
me, haften itto me. But nothing now will ever divert 
_me, will ever again give me joy or ure! I can rie- 
ther eat, drink, nor fleép. I am fick of all the world. — 
Surely it will be better when a//.is over——when I know 
- the qworff the fates can do againt me—Yet how fhall I 
bear that wor/? ?—O Belford, Belford! write it not to me 3 
but, if it wwf happen, get fomebody elfe to write; for I 
fhall curfe the pen, the hand, the head, and the heart, em- 
ployed in communicating to me the fatal tidings. But 
what is this faying, when already I curfe the whole world 
except her—Mytielf moft? 
' ‘In fine, [am a moft miferable being. Life is a burden 
tome. I would not bear it upon thefe terms for one week 
more, let what would be my lot; for already is there a 
hell begun in my own mind. Never more mention to me, 
let Ser or who will fay it, the pri/ox—I cannot bear it~ 
May damnation feize quick the accurfed woman, who 
could-fet death upon taking that /arge firide, as the dear 
creature calls it !—I had no hand in it! But her relations, 
. her implacable relations, have done the bafinefs. All elfe 
would have been got over. Never perfuade me but it 


would. The fire of youth, and the violence of paffion, _ 


would have pleaded for me to good purpofe, with an in- 
dividual of a Sex, which loves to be addreffed with paffion- 
ate ardor, even to tumult, had it not been for that cruelty 
and unforgivingnefs, which (the object and the penitence 
confidered) have no example, and have aggravated the 
heinoufnefs of my faults. | 

Unable to reft, tho’ I went not to bed till two, I dif- 
patch this ere the day dawn—Who knows what this night, 
this difmal night, may have produced ! 

I muft after my meffenger. I have told the varlet I 
will meet him, .perhaps at Knightfbridge, perhaps in Pic- 
‘cadilly ; and I truft not myfelf with pittols, not only on 


his account, but my own: For piftols are se ready a mif- 
chief. 5 
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I hope thou haft 2 letter ready for him. He goes to 
thy lodgings fir: For furely thou wilt not prefme to 
take thy reit in-an apartment near hers. If he mifs thee 
there, he flies.to Smith’s, and: brings me word whether in 
being, or not. | : 
_I fhall look for him thro' the air as I ride,.as well as 
on horfeback ; for if the prince of it ferve a, as well as 
I have ferved him, he will bring the dog by his ears, like | 
another Habakkuk, to my faddle-bow, with the tidings 
that my heart pants after. | 
Nothing but the excruciating pangs the condemned foul | 
feels, at its entrance into the eternity of the torments we 
are taught to fear, can exceed what I now feel, and have 
felt for almoft this week paft ; and niayft thou have a fpice 
of thofe, if thou haft not a letter ready written for | 
| | 3 Thy LovELace, 


LEFTER XLVI. 
Afr, BerForn. In Continuation. 


6 ue _ Tuefday, Sept. 5. fix o° clock. 

"THE lady remains Pr a selaghty ill. Her 
*  intelleéts, neverthelefs, continue clear and ftrong, 
and:her piety and patience are without example. Every 
one thinks this night will be her laft. What a fhocking 
thing is that to fay of fuch an excellence! She will not, 
however, fend away her letter to her Norton, as yet. She 
endeavoured in vain to fuperfcribe it: So defired me to 
do it. Her fingers will not hold her pen with the requi- 
fite fleadinefs. She has, I fear, written and read her aft ! 

: Bight o'clock. 

Sue is fomewhat better than the was. The Doétor has 
been here, and thinks fhe will hold out yet a day or two. 
He has ordered her, as for fome time paft, only fome little 
cordials to take when ready to faint. She feemed difap- 
pointed, when he told her, fhe might yet live two or three 
days; and faid, She longed for difmiffion !—Life was not 
fo eafily extinguifhed, fhe faw, as fome imagine.—Death 
from grief, was, the believed, the floweft of deaths. But 
God’s will muft be done !—~Her only prayer was now for 
fabsmnifion to it: For the doubted not bat by the Divine 

goodne{s. — 
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goodnefs fhe fhould be an happy creature, asfoon as he 
could be divefted of thefe rags of mortality. a 
Of her own accord fhe mentioned you ;. which, till then, 
fhe had avoided to do. She afked, with great ferenity,, 
Where you were? 


_ I told her where ;. and your motives of being fo near; 


and read to her a few lines of yours of this morning, in 
which you mention your wifhes to fee her, your fincere 
affiction, and your refolution not to approach her with- 
out her confent. | 
_ FT would have read more ;. but fhe faid, Enough, Mr. 
Belford, enough !—Poor man! Does his confcience begin. 
to find him!—Then need not any-body to wih him a 
greater punifhment |—May it work upon him to a happy. 
purpofe | | 
I took the liberty to fay, that as fhe was in fuch a frame, 
that nothing now feemed capable of difcompofing her, I 
could with that you might have the benefit of her exhorta- 


tions, which, I dared to fay, while you were fo ferioufly. 


affected, would have a greater force upon you than a thou- 
fand fermons ; and how happy you would think yourfelf, 
if you could but receive her forgivenefs en your knees. | 


How can you think of fuch a thing, Mr. Belford, faid_ 


fhe, with fome emotion? My compofure is owing, next 
to the Divine goodnefs blefling. my earneft fupplications 
for it, to the not feeing him. * Yet let him-know,,. that L 
now again repeat, that I forgive him.—And may God 
Almighty, clafping her fingers, and. lifting up her eyes, 
forgive him tdo ; and perfect his repentance, and-fanctify 
itto him !—Tell him I fay fo! And tell him,: that if I 
could not fay fo with.my whole heart, I fhould be very 
uneafy, and think that my hopes of mercy. to- myfelf 
were but weakly founded; and. that I: had full, in any’ 
harboured refentments, fome hankerings after a life which 

he has been the caufe of fhortening. 
The divine creature then turning afide her head—Poon 
man, faid fhe! I once could have loved him. This is 
faying more than. ever I could fay of any other man out 
of my own family ! Would he have permitted me to have 
been an humble inftrument to. have made him good, I 
think I could have made him happy !|——But tell him not 
| this, 
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this, if he be really penitent—It may too much affett. 
him.!—There the paufed. : | . 

-Admirable creature !—Heavenly forgiver !|—Then re- 
faming—But pray tell him, that if I could know, that 


my death might be a means to reclaim and fave ‘him, it . 


would be an inexpreffible fatisfa&tion to me! 
- But fet’ me not, however, be made uneafy with the ap- 
prehenfion of feeing him. I cannot dear to fee him ! 

Juft as the had done fpeaking, the minifter, who had fo 
often attended her, fent up his name ; and was admitted. 

Being apprehenfive, that it would be with difficulty that 
you could prevail upon that impetuous fpirit of yours, 
not to invade her dying hofirs, and of the agonies into 
which 2 furprize of this nature would throw her, I thought 
this pentleman’s vifit afforded a proper opportunity to re- 
new the fubje€t; and (having afked her leave) acquainted 
him with the topic we had been upor. | 
"Fhe good man urged, That fome condefcenfions were 
ufualty expeéted, on thefe folemn occafions, from pious 
fouls like hers, however fatisfied with them/elves, for the 
fake of thewing the world, and for example-fake, that all 
refentments againft thofe who had moft injured them 
were fabdued: And if fhe would vouchfafe to a heart fo 
truly penitent, as I had reprefented Mr. Lovelace’s to be, 
that perforal. pardon, which I had been pleading for, there 
would be no room to fuppofe the leaft lurking refentment 
remained ; and it might have, very. happy effects upon the 
gentleman. 

I have no lurking refentment, Sir, faid fhe —This is 
not a time for refentment : Arid-you will be the readier to 
believe me, when I can affure you {looking at me) that 
even what I have moft rejoiced in, the truly friendly love 
that has fo long fubhfted between my Mifs Howe and her 
Clariffa, altho’ to my laft gafp it will be the deareit to me 
of all that is dear in this life, has already abated of its 
fervor ; has already given place to fapremer fervors: And 
fhall the remembrance of Mr. Lovelace’s per/onaé infults, 
which, I blefs God, never corrupted that sind which her 
friendfhip'fo much delighted, he ftronger in thefe hours 
with me, than the remembrance of a love as pure as the 


human heart ever boafted? Tell, therefore, the world, if 
oe 7 you 
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you pleafe, and -(if you think what I {aid to yon before, 
Mr. Belford, not ftrong enough) tell the.poor mapr,. thag 
I not only forgive him, byt have../ucd, earneft withes for 
the good of his foul, and that-from confiderations of its 
immortality, that could my. penitence avai for: more fine 
than my own, my lait tear fhould fall for Him by whem 
I die! , —_ 7 | 
Our eyes and hands expreffed for-us both,, what.oun 
lips could not utter. 3 
Say not then, proceeded fhe, nor let it be faid, that my, 
refentments are unfubdued ! — And yet thefe eyes, lifted 
up to Heaven, as witnefs to the truth of what T have faad; 
fhall never, if I can help it, behold: him. more !——Fer do 
ye not confider, Sirs, how fhort my time is ;. what mach 
more important fubjes I have to employ it upon; and 
how unable I fhould be (fo-weak as I am).to contend: ever 
with the avowed penitence of a perfon in ftrong: health, 
governed by paffions unabated, and always violent ?— 
And now I hope you will never urge me more en this 
fubject. - | | we 3 
The minifter faid, It were pity ever to. urge this. plea 


again. 

"You fee, Lovelace, that I did not forget.the office of 2 
friend, in éndeavouring to prevail upon her to give you 
her laft forgivenefs perfonally. And I hope, as the is fo 
near her end, you will net invade her in her la&{ hours; 
fince fhe muft be extremely difcompofed at fuch an inter- 
ae and it might make her leave the world the fooner 

or it. | . 

This reminds me of an expreffion which fhe ufed on 
your barbarous hunting her at Smith’s, on her return to 
her lodgings ; and that with a ferenity unexampled (as 
Mrs. Loviek told me, confidering the occafion, and the 
trouble given her by it, and her indifpofition at the time) 
He will not let me die decently, {aid the angelic fufferer ! 
—He will not let me enter into my Maker’s prefence with 
the compofure that is required in entering into the draw- 
ing room of an earthly prinee ! 

Tcannot, however, forbear to with, that the heavenly 
creature could have prevailed upon herfelf, in thefe her lat 
hours, to fee you; and that for my fake, as well as yours : 

» = & For 
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For-atthoI am determined neverto be guilty ofthe crimes, 
which: have, till within thefefew paft weeks, blackened 
my former life ; and for which, at prefent, I moft heartily 
hate myfelf; yet fhould I-be lefs apprehenfive of a re- 
lapfe, if (wrought upon by the folemnity which fuch an 
‘interview muft have been attended with) you had become 
“a reformed man: wens 20. eae do 1 fear, but one in your 


tr is now eleven o’dlack at might. The lady, who re- 


“fhape. 


‘tired to reft an hour ago, is in'a fweet ftumber, as Mrs. 
‘Lovick tells me. 


I will clofe here. ‘I hope I fhall'find her the better for 


‘it in the morning. Yet, alas! how frail is hope! How 
“frait is Ife ; when we are apt to build fo much on every 
“Dradowy relief; altho’ in fuch a defperate cafe as this, 


fitting cow to reflect, we maf? know, that it is but 


“fhado 


I will inclofe Brand’s horrid pedantry. And oe once 


am-aforehand with thy ravenous impatience. 


Mr. Brand’s recantation-lettets (one dire&ted to his friend Mr. -----< 
the other to his patron Mr. John Harlowe) are thought to be ori- 
-ginals in their way : “But as they are long, and as the reader has 
_ already been let into his fingular character [See Vol. VI. p. 318, 
and p. 353. and bis Letter, p. 109. of this Volume] and as this 
collection is run into an undefirable length, they are omitted. 


| es ams es Ba R XLIX. 
Mr. Lovetace, To Joun Berroro, Efy; 


~ Wedn. morn. Sept. 6. 
LN D; 3s. fhe fomewhat better ? — Bleffings upon thee 
without number or meafure! Let her till be betters 
and better! .Zed/ me fo at leaft, if it be wot fo: For thor ~ 
knowelt not what a joy that poor temporary reprieve, that 
fhe will hold out yet a day or two, gave me. 

But who told this hard-hearted and death- -pronouncing 
Dettor, that the will hold it no longer? By what war- 
rant fays he this? What prefumption in thefe parading | 
folemn fellows of a college, which will be my contempt to 
the lateft hour of my life, if this brother of it (eminent 


as 
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as he is:deemed to be) cannot work an ordinary mitacle 


in ser favour, or rather in seize. . 

Let me tell thee, Belford, that already he deferves the 
-utmoft contempt, for fuffering. this charming clock to ron 
down fo low. What muft be his art, if it could not 
wind it up in a quarter of the time he has attended her, 
when, at his firft vifits, the {prings and wheels of life and 
motion were fo good, that they feemed only to, want 
common care andoiling! - 7 . 

I am obliged to you for endeavouring to engage her to 
feeme. Twas likea friend. If the had vouchfafed me that 
favour, fhe fhould have feen at her feet the moft abje& 
adorer that ever kneeled to juftly offended beauty. _ 

What fhe bid you, and what fhe forbid you, to tell me 
(the latter for tender confiderations) ; That fhe forgives me; 
and that, could fhe have made me a good man, fhe could 
have made me a happy one! That fhe even loved me! At 
fuch a moment to own that fhe once loved me! Never 
before loved any man! That fhe prays for me! That her 
laft tear fhould be fhed for me, could fhe by it fave a foul, 
without 4er, doomed to perdition!—O Belford, Belford! 
I cannot bear it!—What a dog, what a devil, have I been 
to fo fuperlative a goodnefs !—Why does fhe not invei 
againft me ?—Why does fhe not execrate me P—O the 
teiumphant fubduer! Ever above me !—And now to leave 
me fo infinitely below her! © 
_ Marry and repair, at any time. This (wretch that I was!) 

was my plea to myfelf. To give her a lowering fenfibi- 
lity ; to bring her down from among the ftars which her 
beamy head was furrounded by, that my wife, fo greatly 
above me, might not too much defpife me — This was 
part of my reptile envy, owing to my more reptile appre- 
henfion of inferiority—Yet, from ftep to ftep, from di- 
firefs to diftrefs, to maintain her fuperiority ; and, like the 
fan, to break out upon me with the greater refulgence 
for the clouds that I had contrived to caft about her— 
And now to efcape me thus !—No power left me.to repair 
her wrongs !—No alleviation to my felf-reproach !— No 
dividing of blame with her !— 

Tell her, O tell her, Belford, that her prayers and 
wifhes, her fuperlatively generous prayers. and withes, 

. 2 fal} 
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fhafl not be vain: That I cax, and do, repent—- and Jong 
shave repented :—Tell her of my frequent deep remorfes— 
It was impoffible that fuch remorfe fhould not at laft pro- 
duce effecual remorfes— Yet fhe muft not leave me—She 
muft live, if fhe would wifh to have my contrition per- 


fe&t—For what can defpair produce ?-— 
; , es 


I wit do every-thing you would have me do, in the 
veturn of your letters. You have infinitely obliged me 
by this laft, and by prefiing fer an admiffion for me, tho’ 
“at fucceeded not. | 

Once more, how could I be fuch a viflam to fo divine 
a Creature! Yet love her all the time, as never man loved 
- woman !—Curfe upon my contriving genius! Curfe upon 
any intriguing head, and upon my feconding heart !—-To 
{port with the fame, with the honour, with the life, of 
fuch an angel of a woman !-O my damn’d incredulity !— 
That, believing her to e a woman, I muft hope to fxd her 


a woman !— On my incredulity, that there could be fuch 


virtue { virtue for virtue’s fake) in the Sex, founded I my 


. hope of fucceeding with her, 


But fay not, Jack, that fhe muft leaye us yet.—If fhe 
recover—And if I can but re-obtain her favour, then in- 
deed will life be life to me—The world never few fuch an 
hufband as I will make. I will have no will but hers: 
She fhall conduct me in all my fteps: She fhall open and 
direct my profpects, and turn every motion of my heart, 
as fhe pleafes. — 

You tell me in your letter, that at eleven o’clock fhe 
had {weet reft; and my fervant acquaints me from Mrs. 
Smith, that fhe has had a good night. What hopes does 
this fill me with! I have given the fellow five guineas for 
his good news, to be divided between him and his fellow- 
fervant. 

Dear, dear Jack! confirm this to me in thy next—For 
Heaven's fake do !—Tell the Doétor I will make hima 
prefent of a thoufand guineas if he recover her.— Akk if 
a confultation be neceflary. 

Adieu, dear Belford !—Confirm, I befeech thee, the 
hopes that now with fovereign gladnefs have taken pof- 
feflion of a heart, that, next to Hers, is a 

ine. 
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Mr Betrorp, To Rokert Loverace, Efq; 

: Wede. morn. eight oclack. (6 Sept) 

OUR fervant arrived here before.I was ftirring. I 
fent him to Smith’s to inquire how the lady was; and 
ordered him to call upon me.when he came tack. I was 
pleafed to hear fhehad. bad tolerable reft; and, as feonas 
I had difpatched him with. the letter I had written over- 
night, I went to attend her. © 
I found her up, and drefs’d; in a white fatten night- 
own. Ever elegant; but now more fo, than I had {een 
i for a week paft; her afpect ferenely chearful. 

She mentioned the increafed dimnefs of her eyes, ‘and 
the tremor which had invaded her limbs. If this be dy- 
ing, faid fhe, there is nothing at all fhocking in it. My 
body hardly fenfible of -pain, .my mind at eafe, my intel- 

‘Je&ts clear and perfect as ever. What a,goad and gracious 
God have I !—For this is what I always prayed for. 
I told her, It was not fo ferene with you. 


There is not the fame reafon for it, replied fhe. Tis 


ackoice comfort, Mr Belford, at the winding-up of out 
fhort ftory, to be able to fay, I have rather /«ffered in- 
juries my/e/f, than offered them to others. I blefs God, 
tho’ I have been unhappy, as the world deems it, and 
_ once I thought more fo, than at prefent Ido; yet have! 
not wilfully made any one creature fo. I have no realon 
to grieve for any-thing. but for the forrow I have given 
my friends, 

But pray, Mr. Belford, remember me in the beft man- 
mer to my coufin Morden; and defire him to comfort 
them, and to tell them, that all would have been the fame, 


had they accepted of my true penitence, as I wifh as and | 


I truft the Almighty has done. . 

I was called down: It was to Harry, who was jaft re- 
turned from Mifs Howe’s, to whom he carried the lady’s 
letter. The ftupid fellow, being bid to make hafte with it, 
and return as‘foon as poffible, ftaid not till Mifs Howe 


had it, fhe being at the diftance of five miles, altho’ Mrs. | 


Howe would have had him flay, and fenta man and horfe 


purpofely with it to her daughter, Heda. 


tainhom, 9 Geese ct sete _ : i A 
: come ae I a 2 ie, te . ee aes 
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Wednefday morning, 10 0’Clock. 


Tue poor lady is juft recovered from a fainting fit, 
which has left her at death’s door. Her late tranquility 


and freedom from pain feemed but a /ightening, as Mrs. 


Lovick and Mrs. Smith call it. 
By my faith, Lovelace, I had rather part with all the 


friends I have in the world, than with this lady: I'never 


Knew what a virtuous, a holy friendfhip, as I may call 
amine to her, was before. But to be fo new to jt, and te 
be obliged to forego it fo foon, what an affliction! Yet, 
thank heaven, I lofe her not by my own fault! —But 
*twould be barbarous not to fpare thee now. 

_. She has fent for the Divine, who vifited her before, in 
order to pray with her, 7 : 


LETTER LIL ° 
“Mr. Lovenace, To J. Betrorn, Ej; 


a Kenfington, Wednefday noon, 
Lik /Efop’s traveller, thou bloweft hot and colds 


life and death, in the fame breath, with a view, no 
doubt, to diftract me. How familiarly doft thou ufe the 
words, dying, dimue/s, tremor ? Never did any mortal ring 
fo many changes on fo few bells. Thy true father, I dare 
{wear, was a butcher, or an undertaker, by the delight 
thou feemelt to take in fcenes of horror and death. ‘Thy 
barbarous reflection, that thou lofeft her not by thy own 
fault, is never to be forgiven. Thou haft-but one way to 
atone for the torments thou giveft me, and that is, by fend- 
ing me word that fhe is better, and will recover. Whether 
it be true or not, let me be told fo, and I will go abroad 
rejoicing and-believing it, and my wifhes and imagination 
fhall make out all the reft. | 
"If the live but one year, that I may acquit myfelf to 
myfelf (no matter for the world!) that her death is not 
owing to me, I will compound for the reft. | 
_ Will neither vows nor prayers fave her ? I never prayed 
in my life, put all the years of it together, as J havedone 
for this fortnight paft : And I have moft fincerely repented 
of all my bafenefs to her—And will nothing do ? : 
Vor. VIL. K But 
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‘ But afterall, if fhe recover not, this reflection muft be 
my comfort; and it istrath ; ‘That her departure will be 
owing rather to wilfulnefs, to downright female wilfuinels, 
than toany other caufe. 
 .w,It is dificult for people who purfue the dictates of a vio- 
lent refentment, to {top where firft they defigned to ftop.- 
- [ have the charity to believe, that even James and Ara- 
bella Harlowe, at firft, intended no amore by the confe- 
deracy they formed againft this their angel fifter, than to 
difgrace and keep her down, left (fordid wretches !) their 
uncles fhould follow the example her grandfather had fer, 
to ¢htir detriment. : | oe 
Many-a man, who at firft intended only to try ifa girl 
would refent a petty freedom, finding himfelf unchecked, 
or only lightly and laughingly put by, has.been encou- 
raged to attempt the laft point, and has triumphed where 
‘once he prefumed not to make the moft diftant approach 
but with fear and trembling and previous ftudy how to 
come off, in cafe of a high refentment. _ 3 
To bring thefe illuftrations home; This lady, I fuppofe, 
in her refentment, intended only at firft to vex and plague 
me ; and, finding fhe could do it to purpofe, her. defire 
ef revenge became ftronger in her than the defire of lifes 
and now fhe is willing to die, as an event which fhe fup- 
pofes will cut my heart-ftrings afunder. And {till the more 
to be revenged, puts on the Chriftian, and forgives me. 
But I'll have none of her forgivenefs! My own heart 
tells me, I do notdeferve it; and I cannot bear it !—And 
what is it, but a mere verbal forgivenefs, as oftentatioufly 
as cruelly given with a view to magnify herfelf, and 
wound medeeper? A little, dear, fpecious—But let me 
ftop—left I blafpheme ! i ee 
QQI9 3 
RgapDinc over the above, I am afhamed of my ram 
blings : But what wouldit have me do? —See’ft thou not 
that {am bot feeking to run out of myfelf, in hope to lofe 
myfelf ; yet, that Iam unable to do either? . 
If ever thou lovedft but half fo fervently as I love — 
But of that thy heavy foul is not capable, =, 
~ Send me word by thy hext, I conjure thee, in the names 
of all her kindred faints and angels, ‘that fhe is living, and 
eS | likely 
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‘likely to live «If thou fondest ill news ;: thoa wilt be 


anfwerable for the confequence, whether it be: fatal to the 
meflenger, or to a : 

{ly Loveracs,,;:: 
roe LETTER LIL 

(M. Burrorp, To Rozerr Loverace, .£/g; 
ea, oe  Wednefday, 11 o’Clock, 
T)* H. has juft been here. He tarried with me till 


a 7 


we were both admitted. Mr. Goddard (who came while the 


doétor and the clergyman were with her) went away with 


them when they went. They took a folemn and everlafting 
leave of her, as I have no fcruple to fay, blefling her, and 
being bleficd’ by her’; and withing (when it came to, be 
their lot) for an exit as happy as hers is likely to be 
‘She had again earneftly requefted of the doctor, his 
opinion how long it was zow probable that fhe could 
continue: And he told her, that he apprehended fhe 
would hardly fee to-morrow night. She faid, She fhould’ 
number the tars with greater pleafure than ever fhe num- 
bered any in her life, onthe moft joyfuloccafion. _ 
How unlike poor Belton’s laft hours, hers ! See the in- 
finite difference in the effeéts, on the fame awful and af- 
tecting occafion, between a good anda bad confcience! . 
- This moment a man is come from Mifs Howe with a’ 
letter. Perhaps I fhall be able to fend you the contents. _ 
_Suxg.eadeavoured feveral times with earneftnefs,. bat in 
vain, to read the letter of her dear friend. —-The writing, ; 
fhe faid, was too fine for her groffer fight, and the.lines — 
ftaggered under.her eye. And indeed fhe wembled {o, fhe, 
could not hold the paper : And at laft, defired Mrs. Lo- 
vick to read it tu her, the mcilenger waiting for an an- 
{wer. oe ee 3 ao 4 
_.Thou wilt fee,. in Mifs Howe’s letter, how. different the. 
expreffion of the fame impatiency, and pafionate Jove, isy- 
when didated by the gentler mind of a woman, frm that 
which refults from a mind. fo bouterons and knotty, as. 
KK 2 thine. 
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thine. For Mrs. Lovick will tranfcribe it ; and I thall 
fend it—To be read in this place, if thou wilt. 


Mifs Howe, To Mifi Crarissa Ha Rowe. 


O my deareft friend! Tuefday, Sept. s. 

WHAT will become of your poer Anna Howe! 

_, I fee by your writing, as well as read by your awn 
account, (which, were you not very, very ill, you would 
_have touched more tenderly) how it is with you !=—Why 
have I thus long delayed to attend you |—Could I think, 
that the comfortings of a faithful friend were as nothing to. 
a gentle mind in ‘ittrets that I could be prevailed upon 
to forbear vifiting you fo much as once in all this time [== 
I, as well as every-body elfe, to defert and abandon my 


dear creature to ftrangers !—What will become of me, if. 


you be as bad as my apprehenfions make you ! 


I will fet out this moment, little as the encouragement 


is, that you give me to do fo !—-My mother is willing I 
fhould!—Why, Owhy, was the not before willing ! 

Yet fhe perfuades me too (left I fhould be fatally affected 
were I to find my fears too well juftified) to wait the re- 


turn of this meflenger, who rides our fwifteft horfe—God 


{peed him with good news to me—Flfe—But, Oh! my 
dearelh, deareft friend, what elfe !.-One line from your 


hand by him !—Send me but oe line to: bid me attend- 
you !~I will fet out the moment, the very moment, I’ 
receive it.—I am now actually. ready to do fo !—And if you” 


love me, as I love you, the fight of me will revive you 


to my hopes. But why, why,.when I can think this,‘ 


didI not goupfooner? 


But methinks, your ftile and fentiments are too well 
conne@ed, too full of life and vigor, to give caufe for fo 
much defpair, as the flaggering pen feems to threaten. 
[am forry I was not at home [I mzf add thus much 


tho’ the fervant is ready mounted at the door} when Mr. 


Belford’s fervant came with-your affecting letter. - Iwas 
at Mifs Lloyd’s. My mamma fent it to me; and:I came: 
home that inftant. But he was gone. He would not ftay, 
it feems. Yet I wanted to afk him an hundred thoufand 

queftions. 


Bleffed heaven ! deny not to my. prayers, -my- friend, : 
my monitrefs, my adviler, at a time fo critical’ to:mryfelf!. ~ 


“oT 
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queftions. But why delay I thus my meffenger? I have 
a multitude of things to fay to you. ‘To advife with 
about ! You shal} dire&t me in every thng. I will chey 
the holding up of your finger. But, if you leave mé— 
what Is. che world, or any thing 1 i it, to 

| Your ANNA Howe ? 


“The effed this letter had on aie lady, who is fo near the 
end which the fair writer fo mgch apprehends and deplores, 
obliged Mrs. Lovick to make many breaks in reading it, 
and many changes of voice. 

‘This zs a friend, faid the divine lady, (taking the letter 


in her hand, and kiffing it) worth withing to hve for.—O 


my dear AnnaHowe! How uninterruptcdly fweet and no- 
ble, has been our friendfhip !—But we fhall one day, I 
hope. {and that muft comfort us both) meet, never to part 
again! Then, divefted of the fhades of body, fhall we be 
aH light and all mind—Then how unalloyed, how perfedt, 

will be our friendfhip! Our Love ther will have one and 
the fame adorable object, and we fail enjoy it and each 
_ other to all Eternity ! 

She faid, her dear friend was fo earneft for a line or two, 
that fhe would fain write, if the could: And fhe tried ; 
'but-to no purpofe. “She ‘could diftate, however, fhé be- 
lieved, and defired Mrs. Lovick would take pen and paper. 
Which the did, and then fhe dictated to der. I would 
have withdrawn ; ; but at her defire ftaid. "3 

‘She wandered a good deal, af firft “She took notice 
thac-fhe did =~ And when the got into a litile train, not 


* pleafing herfelf, the apologized to Mrs. Lovick for making 


cher begin again and again ;-and faid, That third -fime . 
fhould go, Iet it be as it would. 

She-dictated the farewel part, without hefitation ; and 
when fhe came to the bleffing and fubfcription, fhe took 
the pen, and dropping on her knees, fupported by Mrs. 
Lovick, wrote the conclufion ; but Mrs. Lovick was forced 
to guide her hand. 

You will find the fenfe furprizingly i intire, her weaknef 
confidered. os 

I made the meffenger wait; while I tranfcribed it. J 
have endeavoured to imitate the eas al part. . 


K3 My 
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My deareft Mifs Howe, | Wedn, near 30Clock. 

Y OU muft not be furprized“-ner grieved—that Mrs. 
Lovick writes forme. Altho’ I cannot obey you, 

and write with my pen, yet my Leart writes by hers—Ac- 
cept it fomIt is the neareft to obedience I can! me 

And now, what ought Ito fay ? What can I fay — 
But why fhould you not know the truth? Since foon you 
muft—-very foon. 

Know then, and let your tears be thofe, if of pity, of 


jorful pity! for I permit you to fhed a few, to imbalm, as. 
I may fay, a fallen bloffom— Know then, that the good. 
doctor, and the pious clergyman, and the werthy apothe-, 
cary, have juit now, with joint benedictions, taken their. 
laft leave of me : And the former bids me hope—-Do, my, 


deareft, let me fay aa my enlargement before to- 
morrow fun-fet. 


Adieu, therefore, my deareft friend ! Be this your con- 


folation, as it is mine, that in God’s good time we hall. 
Meet in a bleffed Eternity, never more to part ! — Once 
more, then, adieu and be happy l=-W hich a generous néa- 
ture cannot be, unlefs to its power, it makes others fo too, 


Goi for ever ble fs you! prays, dropt on my Gaal 
Knees, alba’ fupporte? upon thm, 


= Graseful, OFt, gh AffeHtirastey 
— Star, Harlime, 


When I had tranferibed and fealed this letter, by her 
diretion, I gave it to the mefienger myfelf ; who told nie 
that Mifs Howe waited for nothing but his return, to fet 
-out for London. 

Thy fervant is juft come ; fo I will clofe here. Thou 
art a mercilefs mafter. ‘Fhe two fellows are battered to 
death by thee, to ufea female word ; and all female words, 
tho” we are not fure of their-derivation, have very fignif- 
cant meanin J believe, in their hearts, they wi the 
‘angel in Te a that is ready to receive her, and thee 
at thy proper place, that there might be an end of their 
furries ; another word of the fame gender. 

What 


Mis Clarifla Harlowe. 99 
What a ies haft thou fent me !— Poor Lovelace! i 


is all the anfwer I will return. 
Five o'cleck.] Colonel Morden is this moment arrived, : 


LET TER LI. 
_ Mr. BELForD,. To Roper Lovelace, Efq; 
Eight in the Evening. 


I Had but juft time in my former, to tell you, that Co- 
Jonel Morden was arrived. He was on horfeback, 
attended by two fervants, and alit at the door, juft as the 
clock firuck five. Mrs. Smith was then below in her back- 
fhop, weeping, her hufband with her, who was as much. 
affetted as fhe ; Mrs. Lovick having left them a little be- 
foré, in tears likewife ; 3 for they. had been bemoaning one 
another; joining ih opinion, that the admirable lady would. 
not live the night over. She had told them, it was Ser opi- 
nion too, from fome numbheffes, which fhe called the fore - 
ranners of death, and from an ihcteafed inclination to doze. 

. The Colonel, as Mrs. Smith told me afterwards, aiked 
with great impatierice, the mdment hé alit, how Mifs Har-. 
lowe was? She anfwered, Alive; but, fhe feared, drawing” 
6n apace, Good God! {aid he, with his hands and eyes 
lifted up. Can I fee her? My name isMorden. I have 
the honour to be nearly related to her. Step up, pray ; 

and let her know [She is fenfible, I hope] that.I am here. 
Who is with her? 

No-body but her Nurfe, and Mrs. Lovick, a widow. 
gentlewomian, who is as careful of her, as if the were her 
mother. | 

And sore careful to6, initertupeéd he; or the'is not cate-. 
ful at all. — 7 

_ Except'a gentleman be with her, one Mr. Belford, con-' 
tinued Mrs. Smith, who has been the beft friend fhe has. 


had. 

If Mr. Belford be with her, farely I may— But, pray, 
ftep up, and let Mr. Belford iknow, that I” {hall take it or 
a favour to {peak with him firft. 

Mrs. Smith came up to ‘me in my new apartment. I 
had but jult difpatched your fervaht, and was atking her 
nurfe, itt T might be again pie who 'anfwered, na 


K4 


200 The History of . 

fhe was. dozing in the elbow-chair, having refufed to lie 

down, faying, She fhould foon, the hoped, lie down for 
ood. 

“The Colonel, who is really a fine gentleman, received 
me with great politenefs. After the frit compliments, My 
kinfwoman, Sir, faid he, is more obliged to you than to 
any of her own family. For.my part, I bave been endea- 
vouring to move fo many rocks in her favour ; and, little 
thinking the dear creature fo very bad, have negletted to 
attend her, as I ought to have done the moment I ar- 
rived ; and would, had I known how ill the was, and what 
a tafk I fhould have had with the family. But, Sir, your 
friend has been exceffively to blame; and you being fo 
intimately his friend, has made her fare the worfe for your 
civilities to her. But is there no hope of her recovery? 

The doétors have left her, with the melancholy decla- 
ration, that there is none. 

Has the had good attendance, Sir? A fkilful phyfician ? 
I hear thefe good folks have been very civil and obliging 
to her— 

Who could be otherwife, faid Mrs. Smith, weeping? 

She is the fweeteft lady in the world! 

The character, faid the Colonel, lifting up his eyes and 
one hand, that the has from every livi ing creature Good 
God! How could your accurfed friend— ~ 

And how could her cruel parents, interrupted T7—We 
may as eafily account for Sim, as for them. 

Too true! returned he, the vilenefs of the profligates 
of our fex confidered, whenever they can get any of the 

other into their power. 
' I fatisfied him about the care that had been taken of 
_ her; and told him of the friendly and even paterzad attend- 
ance fhe had had from Dr. H. and Mr. Goddard. 

He was impatient to atterd her, having not feen her, as 
he faid, fince fhe was twelve years old; and that then the 
gave promifes of being one of .the finett women in Eng- 
Jand. 

She was fo, replied I, a very few months ago: And, 
tho’ emaciated, fhe will appear to you to have confirmed 


thofe promifes: For her features are fo regular and ex- . i 


act, ler proportion fo fine, and her manner fo inimitably 
graceful, 
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raceful, that were fhe only fkin and bene, the-maft be a 
auty. | oa es 3, 4 
Mrs. Smith, at his requeft, ftept up, and brought us 
down word, that Mrs. Lovick and her Nurfe were with 
her ; and that fhe was in fo found a fleep, leaning upon. 
the. former in her elbow-chair, that fhe neither heard her 
enter the room, nor go out. The Colonel begged, if not 
improper; that he might fee her, tho’ fleeping. He faid, 


That his arene would not ler him ftay till fhe awaked. 


Yet he would not have her difturbed ; and fhould be glad, 
to contemplate her {weet features, when fhe faw not him,y. 
and afked, If fhe thought he could not go in,, and comg 
out, without difturbing her? - a 
_ She believ’d he might, fhe anfwer’d; for her. chair’s 


back was towards the door. 


_ He faid, He would take care to withdraw, if fhe awoke, 
that his fudden appearance might not furprife her. 
Mrs. Smith, ftepping up before us, bid Mrs. Lovick. 


and the Nurfe not ftir, when we entered; And then we 
“went up foftly together. — 


' We bcheld the lady inacharming attitude. Dreffed, as. 
¥ told you before, in her virgin white, fhe was fitting in her 


_elbow-chair, Mrs. Lovicix clofe by her, in another chair, with. 
her left arm round her neck, fupporting it, as it were ; for,. 


it feems, the lady had bid her do fo, faying, She had been a, 


‘Mother to her, and fhe would delight herielfin thinking the 


was in her Mammia’s arms ; for fhe found herfelf drowfy 3. 
perhaps, fhe faid, for the laft time fhe fhould ever be fo... 


~ | One faded cheek refted upon the good woman’s bofom,. 


the kindly warmth of which had over/pread it witha faint, 


but charming flufh; the other paler, and hollow, as if al- 


ready iced over by death. Her hands, white as the lily,, 
with her meandring veins more tranfparently blue, than — 
ever I had feen even hers (veins fo foon, alas! to be 

thoaked up by the congealment of that. purple ftream,. 


‘ which already fo languidly creeps rather than flows thro’ 
‘them !) her hands hanging lifelefly,.one before her, the 


other grafped by the right-hand of the kind widow, whofe. 
tears bedew’d the fwect face which her motherly bofom 


. fupported, though. unfelt by the fair flceper; and either: 
tnfenfibly to the good woman, .or what fhe. would rot dify 
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turb her to wipe off, or to change her potture: Her afpett 
was {weetly calm and ferene: And tho’ fhe farted now; . 
and-then, yet her fleep feemed eafy ; her breath indeed 
fhoft and quick ; but tolerably free, and not Ike that of 
adying perfon, © 9 °° et ee : 
- In this heart-moving ‘attitude ‘fhe appeared to us when 
we approached her, and came to ‘have her lovely face be- 
foreus. =~ es, rn a rr 
- ‘The Colonel fighing often, ‘gazed upon her with his 
arms folded, and with the moft profound and affectionate 
attention; till at Jaft, on her ftarting, and fetching het 
breath with greater difficulty than before, he retired to a 
{creen, that was drawn before her -boufe, as fhe calls -it, 
which, as [I have heretofore obferved, flands under one 
of the windows. ‘This fcreen was placed there; at the 
time fhe found herfelf obliged to take to her chamber ; and 
in the depth of our concern, ard the fulnefs of other dif- 
courfe at our firft interview, I had forgotten to apprife 
the Colonel of what he would probably fee. i 

Retiring thither, he drew out his handkerchief; and, 
drowned in grief, feemed unable to fpeak : But, on cafting 
his eye behind the fcreen, he foon broke filence ; for, 
ftruck with the fhape of the coffin, he lifted up a purplith- 
coloured cloth that was fpread over it, and, ftarting back, 
Good God! faid he, what’s heref _ 

Mrs. Smith ftanding next him, Why, faid he, with great 
emotion, is my coufin {uffered to indulge her fad reflections 
with fuch an object before her? .. oO 

Alas! Sir, reply’d the good woman, who fhould con- 
troul her? We are all ftrangers about her, in a manner: 
And yet we have expoftulated with her upon this fad 
accafion. eae pa _ - | 

- Tought, faid I, (ftepping foftly up to him, the lady 
again falling into.a doze) to have apprifed you of this. [ 
was here when it was brought in, and never was fo fhocked 
in my life. But fhe had none of her friends about her, and 
no reafon to hope for any of them to come near her ; and, 
affured fhe fhould not recover, fhe was refolved to leave as 
little as poflible, efpecially as to what related to her perfon, 
to her executor. Bat it is not a fhocking object to her, 
tho’ it be to every body elfe.  ° - + 

s Curfe 
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- Curfe upon the hard-heartednefs of thofe, faid he, who 
occafion’d her :to make, fo fad a provifion for herfelf! 
What muft her reflections have been, all the tume fhe was 
thinking of #, and-giving orders about it? And what mutt 
they be, every time fhe turns her head towards it? .Thefe 
acommon genius’s— But indeed fhe /owdd have been con- 


, trouled-in it, had I been-here. - 


The lady fetched a profound figh, and, flarting, itbroke 
off our tal ; and the Colonel then withdrew farther be- 
hind. the. fereen, that his fadden appearance might not 


| farprife her; 


Where am I! faid fhe. How drow Iam! How long 
have I doged? Don’t go, Sir (for I was retiring). I am 
very ftupid, and fhall be more and more fo, I fuppofe. 

She then: offered to raife herfelf ; but, being ready to 
faint thro’ weaknefs, was forced to fit. down again, re- 
clining her head on her chair-back; and, after a few mq- 
ments, I believe now, my good friends, Gi fhe, all your 
kind trouble will foon be over. I have flept, but am not 
refrefhed, and my fingers ends feem numb dhave no 
feeling ! (holding them up.)—’ Tis time-to fend the letter 
to my good Mrs. Norton. 

Shall I, Madam,, fend my detvant pot with it? : 

O no, Sir, Ithank you. It will reach the dear woman 
too foon (as ‘the will think).-by the poft. 

Itold her, this was not poft-day. 

Is 4 Wednefday fall? faid fhe; Blefs r me! I know not 
how the time goes: But very tedioufly, "tis plain. And 
now I think I muft foon.take to my bed. -All will be moft 
conveniently and withJeaf trouble over there==W ill it.not, 
Mss. Lovick ?—~I think, Sir, turning to me, I have left 
nothing to thefe laft incapacitating hours: Nothing either 
to fay, or todo: Iblefs God, I have not: If I bed, how 
unhappy should I be? .Can-you, Sir, remind me of any 
ree neceflary to. be done or. faid to make your. office 

yi 
_ Ef, Madam, your covfin Menlen should ‘come, you 


would be glad te fee hun, I prefume? 


_ Lam too weak.to with to fee my coufinnow. It would 
but ee me, and him too... Yet, if he come while | 
I caz fee, I will fee him, were it but to thank him for 
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former favours, and for his prefent kind intentions to! ne. 
‘Has any body been here from him? -- 

He has called, and willbe here, Madatn, in half an 
hour; but he feared to furprife you; ° 
_ Nothing can farprife me now, except my Muncotawere 
to favour me with her laft bleffing in perfon. ‘That woald 
be a welcome furprife to:me ever yet. But did my abi 
come purpofely to. town to fee me# ~~” 

‘ Yes, Madam. I took the liberty to let him know by 3 a 
line laft Monday, how ill you were: : 
. -Youare very kind, Sir. Iam and: have been sari 
ebliged to you. But I think I hall be pained to. fee him 
now, becaufe he will be concerned to fee me... And yet, 
-as I am not. fo ill as I fhall prefently be-—the foonér he 
comes, the better. But if he come, what fhall I do about 
that fcreen ? He-will-chide me very probably ; and I can- 
not bear chiding now. Perhaps (leaning upon Mrs. Lovick 
‘and Mrs. clade Ican walk i into-the next: fe lacie to re 
‘ceive him. . -. 
"She motion’d to- Ae 3 but was veady to: faint again, and 
‘foreed to fit fill.” 

- The Colonel wasiin @ perfeét agitation pehind the fren, 
to hear this difcourfe; and twice, unfeen by his coufimy 
was coming from it towards her ;. but foes -for fear 
‘ef furprifing her toe ‘much. | 

I ftept to him, and favoured his retreat ;- fhe only faye 
ing, Are you going, Mr. Belford? Are you fent for down? 
Is my Coufin come? For-fhe heard fomebody ftep foftly 
¢erofs the room; and thought it me, her hearing osing 
more perfect than her fight. 7 

I told her, I believed he. was; - ‘and fhe faid, We matt 
make the-beft of it, Mrs. Lovick, and Mrs. Smith. I fhall 
otherwife moft orievoutly fhock my poor coufin :. For he 
loved. me dearly once. Pray give mé a few of: the doétor’s 
lait drops in water, .to keep up my fpirits for this one in- 
elas and that.is all, 1 believe, . that. can concern me 


m The Celonet (who heard alll this) fent in ie name; and 

I, pretending to go down to him, introduced the affiiGed 
gentleman; fhe having fir ordered the {creen to be put 
as ee to eas ew as Bs baal iid amiga not fee 
what 


we : 


- Swe OM. 


. down on one knee; 
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what was behind it ; while he, having heard what fhe had 
faid about it, was determined ts take no-riotice of it. 
-» He folded ee eee in his-arme as fhe fat, dropping 

or, fupporting herfelf upon the two 
elbows. of the chuir, fhe attem ptéd to rife, but could not. 
Hxeule, my dear Coufin, faid the, excofe me, that I'can- 
pat itand: up—I did not expe this favour ‘now. But Fam 
glad of this opportunity. co thank you for all your generous 
goodnefstome.: °° 9 ts 
I never, my beft-beloved and deareft coufin, faid he, 
{with eyes running ovér,) fhall forgive myfelf, that I did 
Ot attend you fooner. Little did } think you were to ill ; 
nor de any of your friends believe ic. If they did— * 
-.. Uf shey did, repeated fhe, interrupting him, I fhould. 
have had morecompaffion from then’. I] anrfure I thould. 
But. pray, Sir, how did you feave them? Are you TeCOn~ 


' eiled to them?:If yoware not, I beg, if you love your 


~ poor Clariffa, that you will: For every widen’d difference 

augments but my fault; fince tha? isthe foundation of all. . 
. dt had been-expecting to-hear from'them in your favour, 
my dear coufin, faid he, for fome hours, when this gen- 
tleman’s letter arrived, which haftened me up: But I have 
the account of your grandfather’s eftate to make up with 
you, and have bills and draughts upon their banker for 
the fums due to you ; which they defire you may receive, 
left you fhould have occafion for money. And this is fuch 
an earneft of an approaching reconciliation, that I dare te 

anfwer for all the reft being according to your withes, if— 
Ah! Sir, interrupted the, with frequent breaks and 
paufes, I with, I with, this does not rather thew, that were 
Eto live, they would have nothing more to fay to me. I 
never had any pride.in being independent of them: ‘All 
ray actions, when I might have. made myfelf more inde- 
pendent, thew this— But what avail thefe reflections now ? 
o—[ only beg, Sir, that You, and tis gentleman—to whom 
Iam exceedingly obhged—will adjaft: thofe matters—~act 
cording to the will I have written. Mr. Belford will-ex- 
cufe me; but ic was in truth more neceflity than choice, 
that attade me think of giviug him the trouble he fo kindly 
accepts. Had I had the happimefs to fee you, my coufiny 
fooner—~or to know, that you ftill honoured me with your 
: - | : . yegard—» 
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regard—TI fhould not have had the affarance to afk this fe: 
vour of 6im—But—tho’ the friend of Mr. Lovelace, he is 
a man of honour, and he will make peace rather than break. 
it. And, my dear coufin, let me beg of you-«o con: 
tribute your part to it—and remember, that, while I have 
nearer relations than my coufin Morden, dear as you are, 
and always were to me, you have no title to avenge my 
wrongs upon Him who has been the occafion of them, 
But I wrote to you my mind on this fubjeét ; and my tea- 
fons ; and hope I need not further urge them. 

I mu do Mr. Lovelace fo much juftice, anfwered he, 
wiping his eyes, as to witnefs, how fincerely he rcpente 
him of his ingrateful bafene{s to you, and how ready he 
is to make you all the amends in his power. He owns 
bis wickednefs, and your merit. If he did not, I could not 
pafs it over, tho’ you /a7e nezrer relations: ror, my dear 
coufin, did not your grandfather leave me in truft for vou? 
And fhould I think nvfelf concerned for your fortune, 
and not for your honour ?—-sut, fince he is fo defiroxs to 
do you jiftice, I have the leis to fay; and you my make 
yourfelf intirely eafy on that account. 

I thank you, thank you, Sir, faid fhe: All is new as 
I wifhed: But J am very faint, very low. I am forry 1 
cannot hold up; that I cannot better deferve the honouw 
of this viiit: But it will not be— And faying this, the fask 
down in her chair, and was filent. | 

Hereupon we both withdrew, leaving word, that we 
would be at the Bedford-Head, if any.thing extraordinary 
happened. 

We beipoke a little repaft, having neither of us dined; 
and, while it was getting ready, you may guefs at the 
fubic&t of our difcourfe. Both joined in lamentation for 
the lady’s defperate ftate! Admired her manifold excel- 
__ Tencics : Severely condemned you, and her friends. Lee 
ao bring him into better opinion of you, I read to. him 
fome pafiages from your laf letters, which fhew'd yapr 
concern for the wrongs you had done her, and your deep 
remorfe: And he faid, It was a dreadful thing to labour 
under the fenfe of a guilt fo irremediable. 

We procured Mr. Goddard (Dr. H. being not at home) 
_ @ace Mare to vilit her, and to callupon us in his retum. 
2 He 
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He was fo good as to do fo; but he tarried with her not 
five minutes ; and told us, That-the was drawing on apace; 
that he feared fhe would not live till morning ; and that 
fhe wifhed to fee Colonel Morden direétly. | 

The Colonel made excufes where none were needed ; 
and tho’ our little refe€tion was juft brought in, he went 
away immediately. oe 

_ I could not touch a morfel ; and took pen and ink to 
amufe myfelf, and oblige you, knowing how impatient 
you would be for a few lines: For, from what I have re- . 
cited, you will fee it was impofhble I could withdraw to 
write, when your fervant came at half an hour after five, 
or have. an opportunity for it till now; and Ydss is acci- 
dental: And yet your poor fellow was afraid to go-away 
with the verbal meffage I fent, importing, as no doubt he 
told you, that the Colonel was with us, the Lady excef- 
fively ill, and that I could not ftir to write a line. 

| _ Ten o'clock. 

T'nB Colonel fent to me afterwards, that the lady having 
been in convulfions, he was fo much difordered, that he 
could not poffibly attend me. 

I have {ent every half hour to know how fhe does: 
And juit now I have the pleafure to hear, that her con- 
vulfions have Icft her; and that fhe ts-gone to reft in a 
much quieter way than could be a aa : 

Her poor coufin is very mach indifpofed ; yet will not 
ftir: out of the houfe. while fhe is. in fuch a way ; but in- 
tends-to lie down on.a. couch, having refufed any other 
accommodation. 


LETTER Liv. 
Mr. Betrorp.. In Continuation. 


« ‘Sebe, Six o'clock, Sept. ”. 
HE Lady is ftill alive.: The Colonel having juft 
' fent his fervant to let me know, that fhe irfquired 
after me about an hour ago, I am dreffirig to attend 
her. Joel begs of me to difpatch him back, tho’ but with 
one line to gratify your prefent impatience. He ex- 
, he fays, to find you at Knightéridge,- let Inm 
make what hafte he can back; and if he has not a line or 
two 
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two to pacify you, he is afraid you will piftot him ; for . 


he apprehends that you are hardly yourfelf. I therefore 
difpatch this ; and will have another ready as foon as] can, 
with particulars. But you muft have a little patience ; for 
how can I withdraw every halfhour to write, if I am ad- 
mitted tothe Lady’s prefence, or if I am with the Colonel ? 


Smith's, 8 0°clock in the morning.. 
. Tus Lady is ina flumber. Mrs. Lovick, who fat up 
with her, fays, fhe had a better night than was expected ; 
for altho’ fhe flept little, fhe feemed eafy. ; and the eafier 
for the pious frame fhe was in; all her waking moments 
being taken up in devotion, or in an ejaculatory filence ; 
her hands aa eyes often lifted up,. and her lips moving 
with a feryor worthy of thefe her laft hours. bs 


a Pte : . Ten o’clock.- . 
- Tue Colonel being earneft to-fee his coufin- as foon as 
fhe awaked, we were bothadmitted. We obferved in her; 
as foon as we entered, {trong fymptoms of her approach- 
ing difiolution, notwithitanding what the women had 
flattered us with, from her laft night's tranquility. The 
‘Colonel and.I; each loth te fay what we thought, looked 
upon. one another with melancholy countenances. 
- The Colonel told her, He fhould fend a fervant to-her 
uncle Antony’s,. for: fome papers- he had left there ; and 
atked, If fhe had any commands that way >—Shethought 
not, fhe faid, {peaking mote -inwardly than fhe did the 
day before. She had indeed. a letter ready to be fent to her 
good Mrs. Norton 3, and there was a requeft intimated in 
it. But it was time enough, if it were fignified to thofe 
whom it corcerned, when all was over. However, it might 
- be fent then by the fervant who was.going that way. And. 
fhe caufed it.to be given to the Colonel for thaepurpofe. 
Her breath being very fliort, fhe defired another prllow ; 
and. having two before, this made her.in. a manner fit 
up in her bed ; and fhe fpoke then with more diftinétnefs ; 
and, feeing us greatly concerned,. forgot her own fuffer- 
ings to comfort us 3, and a charming leétare fhe gave us, 
tho’ a brief -one,: upon the happinefs of a timely prepa- 
tation, and upon the hazards of a Jate repentance, when: 
the mind, as fhe obferved, was fo much weakened, as 


well: 
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well as the body, as to render a poor foul unable to con- 
tend with its owninfirmities. ... -.. -. . | 
_ I befeech ye, my good friends, proceeded fhe, mourn 
not for one who mourns not, nor bas caufe to mourn, for 
herfelf. On the contrary, rejoice with me, that all my 
worldly troubles are fo‘near their end. “Believe me, Sirs,’ 


_ that I would not, if I might, choofe to live, altho’ the 


pleafanteft part of my life were to come over again : And 
yet Eighteen years of it, out of Nineteen, have been very 
leatant. ‘To be fo much expofed to temptation, and to 
fo liable to fail in the trial, who would not rejoice, that 


‘all her dangers are over!—All I wifhed was pardon and 


blefing from my dear parents. Eafy as my departure 
feems to promife to be, it would have been ftill eafier, had 
I had that pleafure. Bur Gop AumicutTy wouLp 
NOT LET ME DBPEND FORCOMFORT UPON ANY BUT 
Himsetr. 7 
' $he then repeated her requeft, in the moft earneft man- 
ner, to her coufin, that he would not Aeighten her fault, 
by feeking to avenge her death ; to me, that I would en- 
deavour to make up. all breaches, and ufe the power I 
had with. my friend, to prevent all future mifchiefs from 
him, as well as that which thie troft might give me, to 
prevent any ra him. ae 3 - 4 
She made fome excufes to her coufin, for having not 
been able to alter her will, to join him in the executor- 


‘fhip with me; and to me, for the trouble fhe had given 


and yet fhould give me. : | 
She had fatigued herfelf fo much (growing fenfbly 
weaker) that fhe funk her head upon her pillows; ready. 


.to. faint ; and we withdrew to the window, looking upon 


one another. ; but could not tell what to fay ; and yet beth 
feemed inclinable to fpeak: But the motion pated over in 
filence. Our eyes only fpoke; and that in a manner nei- 
ther’s were ufed to; ming, at leaft, not till I knew this ad- 
snirable creature. - : 
- The Colonel withdrew to difmifs his meffenger, and 
fend away the lester to Mrs. Norton. I took the oppor- 
tunity to retire likewife ; and to wiite thus far, And. 
Joel returning, to take it; I now clofe here. — 
Eleven o' Clock. = 
2 LE T- 
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| LETTER LV. 


Mr. Beirorp. Jn Continuation. 
HE Colonel tells me, That he has written to Mr. 


John Harlowe, by his fervant, ‘* That they might. 


“ {pare themfelves the trouble of debating about a recon- 
** ciliation ; for that his dear coufin would probably be 
** no more, before they could refolve.” | 
He afked me after his coufin’s means of fubfifting ; and 
whether fhe had accepted of any favour from me : He was 
fure, he faid, fhe would not from you. * ee 
I acquainted him with the trath of her parting with fome 
of her apparel. ‘This wrung his heart ; and bitterly did 
he exclaim.as well againft you, as againft her implacable 
relations. , : 
He wifhed he had not come to England.at all, or had 
come time enough; and hoped I would apprize him of 
the whole mournful ftory, ata proper feafon. - He addcd, 
that he had thoughts when he came over, of fixing here 
for the remainder of his days: Butnow, as it was impof- 
fible his coufin could recover,. he would go-abroad again, 
and refettle himfelf at Florence or Leghorn. 
- . CRO - | 
Tue lady has been giving orders, with great prefence 
of mind, about her body: direéting her nurfe and the 
maid of the houfe to put her into her coffin as foon as 
fhe was cold.. Mr. Belford, fhe faid, would know the ref 


by her will. . 

Sue has juft now given from her bofom, where fheal-. 
ways wore ‘it, a miniature picture, fet in gold, of Mifs 
Howe: She gave it to Mrs. Lovick, defiring her to fold 
it up in white paper, and direct it, To Charles Hickman, 
Efg; and to give it to me, when fhe was departed, for 
that gentleman. oe a 

_ She looked upon the picture, before fhe gave it here 
Sweet and ever-amiable friend—companion—fifermlover | 
faid fhe. —And kiffed it four feveral times, once at each 
tender appellation. | | : 


Your 
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Your other fervant is come.—Well may you be im- 
patient !—Well may you !—But do you think I can leave 
off in the middle of a converfation, to run and fet down 
what offers,. and fend it away piccemeal as I write ?—If-I 
could, muft.I not lofe one half, while I put down the other? 

. This event is nearly as interefting to me as it is to you. 
If you are more grieved than I, there can be but one rea- 
fon for it ; and that’s at your heart ! I had rather lofe all 
the friends I -have in the world (yourfelf included,) than 
this. divine lady ; and hall be unhappy when ever I think 
of her fufferings, and her merit ; tho” I have nothing to 
reproach myfelf upon the former. ey 

[fay not this, juft now, fo muchtorefle&t upon you, as 
to exprefs my own grief; tho’ your confcience, I fuppofey 
will make you think otherwife. 

Your poor fellow, who fays, that he begs for his life, 
in defiring to be difpatched back with a lettcr, tears this 
from me. Elfe, pecs (for I am juft fent for down) a 
quarter of an hour would make you—not ¢a/y indeed— 
but certain—And that, ina fase like yours, to a mind 
‘ke yours, isa relief. 

Thurfday afternoon, 4.0°Clack. 


scot ¢ aed ke ER LVI. | 
Mr, Berrorp, Te RicHAnp Mowsray, £/9;- 
Dear Mowbtay, | Thurfday afternoon. 


Jae glad to hear you ate in town. Throw yourtelf 


. 


the moment this.comes to your hand (if poffible with 
ourville) in the way of the man, who leaft of all men 

deferves the love of the worthy heart ; but maft That of 
Thine and His : Elfe, the news I fhall moft probably fend 

him within an hour or two, will make annihilation the 

greateft bleffing he has to with for. | r | 
. You will find him between Piccadilly and Kenfington, 

moft probably on horfeback, riding backwards and for- 

wards in a crazy way ; or put up, perhaps, at fome inn 
or tavern in the way ; a waiter poffibly, if fo, watching for 
his fervant’s return to him from me. 


se His 
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His man Will is juft come tome. He will carry this 
to you in his way back, and be your director. Hie away, 
in acoach, or any how. Your being with him may fave 
either his or a fervant’s life. See the bleffed effects of tri+ 
umphant libertinifm | Sooner or later it comes home’to us, 
and all concludes i in in gal and bitternefs! Adieu. - 

J. BeLForp. 


L ET T E R_ LVI. | 
Mr. Lovsznace, Te Joun Berrorp, E/fg; 


C UR SE upon the Colonel, and curfe upon the writer 
of the laft letter I received, and upon all the world t.; 

Thou to pretend to be as much interefted in my Clariffa’s : 
fate as myiclf! ’Tis well for one of us, that this was not ~ 

{aid to me, inftead of written — Living or dying, fhe is 

mine=and only mine. Have I not earned her ‘dearly ? 

-—Is not Damnation likely to be the purchafe to me, tho’ 

a happy Eternity will be hers ? 

An eternal feparation ! O God ! O God !—How can I 
bear that thought !—But yet there is Life—Yet, therefore, 
hope—Inlarge my Hope, and thon fhalt be my good ge- 
_nius, and I will forgive thee every thing. 

For this lait time — But it muft not, fhall not, be the 
Jafi~Let me hear, the moment thou, receivelt this—what 
I am to be-For, at prefent, Iam | 

, The moft gi of men. 
Rofe, at Knightsbridge, 54 Clack. . | 
My fellow tells me, that thou art fending Mowbray and 

Tourville to me. I want them not. My foul’s fick 

of them, and of all the world ; but moft of my felf 

-~-Yet, as they fend me word, they will come to me 

immediately, I will wait for them, and for thy.next. 

O Belford ! let it not be--But haften it, haften it, 

be it what it may | . 


LE T- 
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™ 


‘ 


_ Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 213 
LETTER LVIIIL. 


Ar. Betrorp, Zo Rosert Lovaxace, Ef; 
an Seven oClock, Thurfday Even. Sept. 7. 


rH AVE only to fay at prefent—Thou wilt do well 


2 , fall lead thee!!! 


" 


BE 


to take.a tour to Paris; or where-ever elfe thy defliny 


Joun Bevrorp, 


cf E T TE R LIX. : 
_ Mr. Mowsray, To Joun Betrorp, E/q; 
| | Uxbridge, Sept 7, ae 11 and 12 at night. 
‘Dear Jack, 


a § SEND by poor ‘Lovelace’ sdefire, for particulars of, 
the fatal breviate thou fentedt him this night. He can-, 


z not bear to fet pen to paper ; yet wants to know every. 
‘minute paflage of Mifs Harlowe’s departure. Yet, why 
he fhould, I cannot fee ;. for, if fhe is gone, fhe is gone ; 
‘* and who can help it? 


I never heard of {uch a woman in my life. What great, 


is matters, has the {afered, that grief fhould kill her thus ? 


I with the.poor fellow. had never known her. “From 


1 1 Felt to lait, what trouble has the coft him ! The charming 


¢ 


£3 


_feHow has: been half loft to us, ever fince he purfued her. 
oe what is there in one woman more than another, for 
- matter of that? 

Tt was well we were. eich him when your Note came, 
‘ You fhewed your true friendfhip in your forefight. Why, 
Jack, the poor fellow was quite befide himfelf—Mad as 
any man ever was in Bedlam. - 

Will. brought him the letter, juft after we had joined 
him, at the Bohemia-Head, where he had left word at 
‘ the Rofe at Knightbridge he fhould be; for he had been 
fauntering up and down, backwards and forwards, ex-— 
’ pecting | us, and his fellow. Will, as foon as he delivered 
‘it, got out of his way ; and when he opened it, never 
was fuch a piece of fcenery. He trembled likea devil at. 
receiving it : Fumbled at the feal, his fingers in a palfy, 
like ‘Tom Doleman’s ; his hand fhake, fhake, fhake, vs 
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he tore the letter in two, before be could come at the con- 
tents: And, when he had read them, off went his bat to 
one corner .of the. room, his wig ta the other-—Datona- 
tion feize the world! and a whole volley of fach-like exe- 


cratious wishes ; running up and down the room, .and 


throwing up the fafh, and pulling it down, and {mitinig: his 


forehead with his double fift, with fuch force as would: 
have felled an ox, and flamping and tearing, that the 


landlord ran in, and fafter out again. And this-was-the 
diftra€tion-feene for fome time... . - 6 - 7 

In vain was all Jemnsy or'I could-ay to him, “I offered 
once to take. hold of his hands, becanfe he was going .to 
do himfelf a mifchief, as‘ I believed, looking about for 
his piftols, which he had ‘laid upon the table, but which 
Will. unfeen, had taken out with him [a faithful heneft 


dog; that Will, I fhall”for ever love the fellow for it] 
and h 


e hit me a damned dewle of the cheps, as:made. my 
riofe bleed: "T'was well ’twas hes for I hardly knew how 
to take it. : : 

Jemmy raved at him, and told him, How wicked it was 
in him, to be fo brutifh to abufe a friend, and run mad for 
a woman. And then he faid, he wasforry for it ; and 
then Will ventured in with. water.and a towel ; and 
dog rejoiced, as I could fee by hislooks, that I Led # ra- 
ther than he. . oe A a 

And fo, by degrees, we brought bim.a little to his rea- 
fon, and he promifed to-behave more like aman. And 
fo I forgave him: And we rode on in the dark to here at 
Doleman’s. And we all try’d to fhame him out of his mad 
ungovernable foolifhnefs : For we. told him, as how the 
was but a woman, and an-obftinate, perverfe womah too ; 

and how couldhehelpit? ey ee fe ee 

And you know, Jack, [As we told him, moreover] that 
‘+ was a fhame to manhood, for aman, who had ferved 
twenty and twenty women as bad or worle, let him 
Lave ferved Mifs Harlowe never fo bad, fhould give him- 
felf fuch ob/fropulous airs, becaufe fhe woulddie: And we 
advifed him never to attempt a-woman proud of: hes cha- 
rater and virtue, as they call it, any more: For why ? 
The conqueit did not pay trouble ; and what was there in 


v 
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one woman more than another ? Hay you know, Jack ! 
-And thus we comfofted:him, and advifed him. : 
But yet his damned addled pate runs upon this lady.as 
much now fhe’s dead, as it did when fhe was living. For, 
I fuppofe, Jack, itis no joke. She is certainly and boza 
fide dead ; in’t the? If-not, thou deferve to be doubly 
damned for thy fooling, I teli thee that. So he will have 
me write for particulars of her departure. ; 
He won't bear the word dead on any account. A fquea- 
mifh puppy ! How Love unmans, and foftens, and ener- 
vates ! And fuch a zodb/e fellow as this too ! Rot him for 


| anidiot, and an oaf! I have no patience with the foolith 
; duncical dog—Upon my foul, I have not ! | 


' So fend the account, and let him howl over it, as I fup- 
pofe he will. a ae “ee 

'* But he maft and fhall go abroad: And in a month or 
two Jemmy, and you, and I, will join him, and he'll 
foon get the better of this chicken-hearted folly, never 
fear ; and will then be afhamed of himfelf: And then 
we'll not. {pare him ; tho’ zeav, poor fellow, it were pity 


, to lay him on fo thick, as he deferves. And do thou, 


till then, fpare all reflections a him ; for, it feems, 

thou haft worked him unmercifully. 2 
' I-was willing to give thee fome account of the hand we 
have had with the tearing fellow, who had certainly been 
a loft man, had we not been with him ; or he would have 
killed fomebody or other—I have no doubt of it. And 
now he is but very middling ; fits grinning like a man in 
firaw ; curfes and fwears, and is confounded gloomy ; 
and creeps isto holes and corners, like an old hedghog 
hunted. for his greafe. And fo adieu, Jack. Tourville 
and all of us with for thee ; for no one has the influence 
upon him that thou haitt. ; 
p- 8 R. Mowsray. 


| As T promifed him that I would write for the particu-. 


, >. > dars abovefaid, I write this after all are gone to bed; 


and the fellow is to fet out with it by day-break. 


LET- 
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- - LETTER LX, 


Mr, Betrorp, Jo Rosert Loverace, Ef; 


Thurfday night. 

M AY as well try to write; fince, were I to go to bed, 
§ 1 thail not fleep. I never had fuch a weight of grief 
upon my mind in my life, as upon the demife of this ad- 
mirable woman ; whofe foul is now tcjoicing in the regions 
of light. | | 
’ You may be glad to know the particulars of her happy 
exit. I-will try to proceed ; for AL is hufh and fill; the 
family retired ; but not one of them, and leaft of all her 
poor coufin, I dare fay, to reft. 

’ At four o’clock, as. I mentioned in my laft, I was fent 
for down ; and, as thou ufedft to like my defcriptions, I 
will give thee the woeful {cene that prefented itfelf to me, 
‘as I approached the bed. 

The Colonel was the firft that took my attention, kneel- 
ing on the fide of the bed, the lady’s right-hand in both 
his, which his face covered, bathing it with his tears ; 
altho’ fhe had been comforting him, as the women fince 
told him, in elevated ftrains, but broken accents. 

On the other fide of the bed fat the good Widow ; her 
face overwhelmed with tears, leaning her head againft the 
bed’s head in a moft difconfolate manner ; and turning 
her face to me, as foon as fhe faw me, O Mr. Belford, 
cried fhe, with folded hands—The dear Jady —a heavy fob 
not permitting her to fay more. ae 

Mrs. Smith, with cla{ped fingers, and uplifted eyes, as 
if imploring help from the Only Power which could give 
it, was kneeling down at the bed’s feet, tears in large 
drops trickling down her checks. 

-Her Nurfe was kneeling between the widow and 
Mrs. Smith, her arms extended. In one hand the held 
an ineffectual cordial, which fhe had juft been offering to 
her dying miftrefs ; her face was fwoln with weeping (tho’ 
ufed-to fuch fcenes as this) and fhe turned her eyes to- 
wards me, as if fhe called upon me by them to join in 
the helplefs forrow ; a frefh ftream burfting from them as! 
approached the bed. 
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The maid of the houfe, with her face upon her folded 
arms, as fhe ftood leaning againft the wainfcot, more — 
audibly expreffed her grief than any of the others. 

The lady had been filent a few minutes, and fpeechleds 
as they thought, moving her lips withont uttcring a word ; 
-one hand, as I faid, in her coufin’s. But when Mrs. Lo- 


‘vick_on my approach pronounced my name, Oh! Mr. - 


Belford, faid fhe, in broken periods ; and with a faint in- 
ward voice, but very diftinét neverthelefs—Now !—Now ! 
%—(I blefs God for his mercies to his poor creature) will — 
all foon be over—A few—A very few moments——will 
-end this ftrife-—— And I fhall be happy ! ; : 

Comfort here, Sir-turning her head to the Colonel— 
Comfort my coufin—See !=-the blameable kindnefs—~He 
would net wifh me to be happy—fo oon / 

Here, the ftopt, for two or three minutes, earneftly 
Jooking upon him : Then refuming, My deareft coufin, 

be comforted: What 1s dying but the common 
lot ?=The mortal frame may /eem to labour—But that is 
all! —It is not fo hard to die, as I believed it to be! 
—The preparation is the difficulty——I blefs God, I 
have had time for That—The reft 1s worfe to beholders, 
than to me !—I am all bleffed hope—Hope itfelf. 

She /ooked what fhe faid, a {weet {mile beaming over her 
countenance. : -. . 

After a fhort filence, Once more, my dear coufin, faid 
fhe, but ftill in broken accents, commend me moft dutifully 
to my Father and Mother —There fhe ftopt. And then 
airpees pred my Sifter, To my Brother, 'o my Uncles 
—And tell them, I blefs them with my parting breath— 
for all their goodnefs to me—Even for their difpleafure, I 
blefs them —Moft happy has been to me my punifhment 
here {~~ Happy indeed ! 

She was filent for afew moments, lifting up her eyes, and 
the hand her coufin held not between his. Then, O death! 
faid fhe, avhere is thy fting! [The words I remember to have 
heard in the Burial-fervice read over my Uncle and poor 
Belton}. And after a paufe—J¢ #s pood for me that I«vas 
afflifted |-—=W ords of Scripture, I fuppofe. ’ 

Then turning towards us, who were loft in fpeechicfs 
forrow — O dear, dear gentlemen, faid fhe, you know not 
—~Von. VIL. L _ what 
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what foretafles——what afferances. _And there fhe again 
en and looked up, as if in a thankful rapture, {weetly 
miling. a 
Then turning her head towards me—-Do you, Su, tell 
your friend, that I forgive him ! And I pray to God to for- 
give him !—-Again paufing, and lifting up her eyes, as if 
praying that He would—Let him know how happily I die. 
—And that {uch as my own, I with to be his laft hour. 
_ She was again filent for afew moments : And then re- 
fuming—My fight fails me !—Your voices only—T[for we 
both applauded her chriftian, her divine frame, tho’ in 
accents as broken as her own] And the voice of grief is 
alike in all. Is not this Mr. Morden’s hand ? preffing 
one of his with that he had juft let go. “ Which is Mr. Bel. 
ford’s ? holding out the other. I gave her mine. God 
Almighty blefs you both, faid the, -and make you both— 
in your laft hour—for you muff come to this—happy as I 
am. a 7 
She paufed again, her breath growing fhorter ; and, 
after a few minutes, And now, my deareft coufin, give 
me your hand—nearer—ftill nearer—drawing it towards 
her ; and fe preffed it with her dying lips—God proteé& 
you, dear, dear Sir—And once more, receive my beft 
and mott grateful thanks—~And tell my dear Mifs Howe 
—and vouchfafe to fee, and to tell my worthy Mrs. Nor- 
ton—She will be one day, I fear not, tho’ now lowly in 
her fortunes, a Saint in Heaven—=Tell them both, that I 
remember them with thankful bleffings in my laft moments! 
—And pray God to give them happinefs here for many, 
many years, for the fake of their’friends and lovers ; and 
_ an heavenly crown hereafter ; and fuch aflurances of it, 
as Ihave, thro’ the all-fatisfying merits of my bleffed Re- 
decmer. 

Her {weet voice and broken periods methinks ftill fll 
my ears, and never will be out of my memory. 

After a fhort filence, in a more broken and faint accent; 
-——And you, Mr.Belford, prefiing my hand, may God pre- 
ferve you and make you fenfible of all your errors—Yon 
fee, in me, how All ends=May you be—And- down funk 
her head upon her pillow, fhe fainting away, and drawing 
from us her hands. a = S53 

: We 
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We thought fhe was then gone ; and each gave way to 
a violent burft of grief. 

But foon fhewing figns of returning life, our attention was 
again engaged ; and I befought her, when a little recovered, 
to complete in my favour her gel eae bleffing. 
She waved her hand to us both, and bowed hcr head fix 
feveral times, as we have fince recollected, as if diftinguifh- 
ing every perfon prefent ; not forgetting the nurfe and the 
maid-fervant 5 the latter having approached the bed, weep- 
ing, ‘as if crowding in for the divine lady’s laft bleffing ; 
and fhe fpoke faltering and inwardly, —Blefs—blefse~ 
blefs—-you All—And riow—And now—(holding up her 
almoft lifelefs hands for the laft time) Come-O come=—= 
Bleffed Lord=—Jesus ! 

And with thefe words, the laft but half- pronounced, ex- 


pired ; Sucha {mile, fuch a charming ferenity over-{pread- 


ing her fweet face at the initant as feemed to manifet 
her eternal happinefs already begun. ~ 

O Lovelace !—But I can write no more! 

CQO 

I resume my pen to add a few lines. 

While warm, tho’ pulfelefs, we preffed each her hand 
with our lips ; and then retired into the next room. 

We looked at each other, with intent to {peak : But, as 
if oné motion governed as one caufe affected both, we 
turned away filent. 

. The Colonel fighed as if his heart would burft: At 
laft, his face and hands uplifted, his back towards me, Good 
Heaven! faid he to himfelf, faupport me !—And is itthus, , 
O Flower of Nature!. Then paufing—And muft we no 
more— Never wore 1—-My biefied, blefled coufin ! utter- 
ing fome other words, which his fighs made inarticulate : 
eAnd then, as if recolle&ting himfelf—Forgive me, Sir ! 
-——Excufe me, Mr. Belford ; and fliding by me ; anon I 
hope to fee you, Sir—And down ftairs he went, and out 
of the houfe, leaving mea flatue. . 

When I recovered myfelf, it was almoft to repin 
at what I then called an unequal difpenfation ; forgetting 
her happy preparation, and {till happier departure ; and 
that fhe had but drawn a common lot, triumphing in it ; 
and leaving behind her, every one lefs affured of happi-_ 

Le | ne({s, 
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nefs, tho’ equally certain that it would one day be their 
own lot. : ae er 

. She departed exaétly at 40 minutes after 6 o'clock, as 
by her watch on the table. _ si 

- Andthus died Mifs Clarissa Har owe, in the blof.- 
fom of her youth and beauty.: And who, her tender years 
confidered, has not left behind her her fuperior in ex- 
tenfive knowlege, and watchful prudence ; nor hardly 
her equal for unblemifhed virtue, exemplary piety, fweet- 
nefs of manners, difcreet generofity, and true chriftian 
charity : And thefe all fet off by the moft graceful mo- 
defty and humility ; yet on all proper occafions mani- 
fefting a noble prefence of mind and true magnanimity : 
So that fhe may be faid to have been not only an ornament 
to her Sex, but to Human nature. 

A better pen than mine may do her fuller juftice = 
Thine, Imean, O Lovelace! For well doft thou know 
how much fhe excelled in the graces both of mind and per- 
fon, natural and acquired, all thatis woman. And thou 
alfo canit beft' account for the caufes of her immature 
death, thro’ thofe calamities which in fo fhort a fpace of 
time from the higheft pitch of felicity (every one ina 
manner adoring her) brought her to an‘exit fo happy for 
herfelf, but, that it was fo early, fo much to be deplored 
by all who had the honour of .her acquaintance. - 

This tafk, then, [leave to thee : But now I can write no 
more, only that I am a fympathizer in every part of thy 
diftrefs, except (and yet it-is cruel to fay it) in That which 
arifes from thy guilt, = = . 

One oclock, Friday morning. 


Mr. Beirorp, To Ropert Loverace, Efq; 
ee Nine, Friday morn. 
- WHA V-E no opportunity to write at length, having ne- 
| ceflary orders to give on the melancholy occafion. Joel, 
who got to me by fix in themorning, and whom I dif- 
patched inftantly back with the letter I had ready frem laft 
. night, gives me but an indifferent account of the ftate of 
your mind, I wonder not at it; but Time (and nothing 
; og 7 * elie 
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elfe can) will make it eafier to you : If (that is to fay) you 
have compounded with your confcience ; elfe it may be 
heavier every day than other. 

-aa ORO a 
. Tourvitre tells me what a way you are in. I hope 
you will not think of coming hither. The lady in her Will 
defires you may not fee her. Four copies are making of 
it. It is a long one; for the gives her reafons for all the 
wills. JI will write to you more particularly as {oon as 


+ pofibly Ican. 


Ture&e letters are juit brought by a fervant in livery, 
directed Jo Mifi Clariffa Harlowe. I will fend copies of 
them to you. The contents are enough to make one inad. 
How would this poor lady have rejoiced to receive them 
-—And yet, if fhe had, fhe would not have been enabled 
to fay, as fhe nobly did (2), That God would not let ber 
depend for comfort ro any but Himfelf—~And, indeed, for 
fome. days palt, e had feemed to have got above all 
worldly confiderations—Her fervent love, even for her Mi/s 
‘Howe, as fhe acknowleged, having given way to /upremer 


oP, Sfervors (5). ; s 


"y 
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| LETTER LXIL. 
‘ Mrs. Norton, To Mifs Carissa HaRLowe. 


: - Wednefday,. Sept. 6. 
T length, my beft beloved Mifs Clary, every thing 
- A is in the wifhed train —For all your relations are 
unanimous in your favour—Even your brother and fifter 
are with the foremoft to be reconciled to you. 
I knew it muft end thus !—By patience, and perfever- 
ing {weetnefs, what a triumph have you gained! 
« ‘This happy change is owing to letters received from, 
yom ae fromyour coufin Morden, and from Mr. 


A a a Bn 
Colonel Morden will be with you no doubt before this 
can reach you,-with his poclct-book filled with money- 
bills, that nothing may be wanting to make you eafy. Fs 
; L An 
(4) Page 209. (4) Page 187. 
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And xow, all our hopes, all our prayers are, that this 
ood news may reftore you to fpirits and health ; and that 
fo long with-held) it may not come too late. 

I know how much your dutiful heart will be raifed 
with the joyful tidings I write you, and flill fhall more 
particularly tell you of, when I have the happinefs to fee 

ou: Which will be by next Saturday, at furtheft; per- 
haps on Friday afternoon, by the time you can receive this. 

For this day, by the general voice, being fent for, I 
was received by every one with great goodnefs and con- 
defcention, and intreated (for that was the word they were 
pleafed to ufe, when I needed zo intreaty, Iam fure) to 
haften up to you, and to affure you of all their affeCtionate 
regards to you: And your father bid me fay all the kind 
things that were in my 4eaprt to fay, in order to comfort 
and raife you up ; and they would hold themfelves bound 
to make them good. 

How agreeable is this commiffion to your Norton! My 
heart will overflow with kind fpeeches, never fear !—I am 
already meditating what I hall fay, to chear -and raife 
you up, inthe names of every one dear and near to you. 
And forry I am} that [ cannot this moment fet out, as I 
might, inftead of writing, would they favour my cager 
impatience with their chariot ; but as.it was not offered, it 
would be prefumption:to ‘have afked: for it: And to- 
morrow .a hired chaife.and pair will be ready; but at 
what hour I know not. | 

How I long once more to fold my dear precious young 
lady to my fond, my more than fond; my maternal bofom! 

Your Sifter will write to you, and fend her letter, with 
This, by a particular hand. | 

I muft not let them fee what I write, becaufe of my 
- with about the chariot. ; 

Your uncle Harlowe will alfo write, and (I doubt not) 
in the kindeft terms: For they are all extremely alarmed 
and troubled at the dangerous way your doctor reprefents 
you to be in; as well as delighted with the charaéter he 
gives you. Would to heaven the good gentleman.had 
written fooner! And yet he writes, that you know not 
he has now written. Rut it is all oux confidence, and our 

| confa- 


EE SSSSSESSSS'SL 9 Tr TT eee 
- Mifs Clarifla Harlowe. 223 


‘  eonfelation, that he would not have written at all, had he 
"2 thought it too late. - | ee ged 
:26 They will prefcribe no conditions to you, my dear young 
ima Tady s but wil leave all to your own duty and difcretion. 
.zt Only your brother and fiter- declare, they will never 
.<i yield to call Mr. Lovelace brother : Nor will your father, 
uaa believe, be eafily brought to think of him for a fon. 
32a Tam to bring you down with me as foon as your health: 
»c£ and inclination will permit. You will be received with 
ef pen arms. Every one longs to fee you. All the fervants 
muti pleafe themfelves, that they fhall be permitted to kifs your 
“2 hands. The pert.Betty’s note is already changed ; and 
“cté fhe now runs over m your juft praifes. What friends does 
‘cyst profperity make f What enemies adverfity ! It always wag, 
gust and always will be fo, in every ftate of life from the: 
‘evi throne to the cottage —-But let all be forgotten now on 
“jy “this jubilee change : And may you, my deareft Mifs, be 
capable of rejoicing in this good news; as I know you 
cys will rejoice, if capable of atry thing. - : 
tt’ God preferve you to our happy meeting! And I will,. 
ge! MFI may fay fo, weary Heaven with my inceffant prayers 
«ge to peers and reftore you afterwards! © : 
need not fay how much I am, my dear young lady, - 
ech _—a Your ever-affectionate and devoted. 
re |  Juoirn Norton. 


pe . a ! . 
at! - An unhappy delay as to the chaife, will make-it Satur- 
1 oad, day morning, before I can fold you to my fond heart. 
is ia y o : y. y 
we oo LETTER LENR «> 
mi” Milfs Aras. Har owe, 2o Mifs CL. HARLOW:. 
gc ae | | 

Dear Sifter, -Wedu. morning, Sept. 6, 
wat E have juft heard that you are exceedingly ill. We 


all loved you as never young creature was loved: 
ai /# , You are fenfible of That, sifter Clary. And you have been. 
west! = Very naughty—~But we could not be angry always. 
ji? _, We are indeed more affli&ted with the news of your be-- 
ied Ng fo-very ill than I can exprefs : For I fee not but, after 
cid this feparation fas we underftand that your misfortune __ 
we has been greater than your fault, and that, however un- 
iat’ ~~ apy, you have .demeaned yourfelf like the good young 
L 4. creature 
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Creature ° you ufed to be) we thall love yee better, if nal 
_ fible, than ever, | 
” Take comfort therefore, Sifter Clary ; ; and don’t be toe 
much caft down—Whatever your mortifications may be 
_ from fach noble profpects over-clouded,, and from the re- 
. fettions you will have from within, on your faulty ftep, 
Jand from the fullying of fuch a charming charaéter by :t, 
_ you.will receive none from any of us: And, as an earnelt 
of your Papa’s and Matma’s favour and reconciliation, 
they affure you by me of their Blefling and hourly prayers. 
f it will be any comfort to you; and my mother finds 
_ this letter is. received as we expe€t (which we fhall know 
by the good effect it will have upon: your health) fhe will 
herfelf gototown to you. Mean time, the good woman 
you ‘fo dearly love will be haftened up to you; and. the 
-writes by this opportunity, to. acquaint you of it, and of 
all our returning love. 
LT hope you'll rejoice at this good news. ~ Pray let us 
_ hear that youdo. Your next grateful letter-on this occa- 
fion, efpecially if it gives us the pleafure of hearing you 
are better upon this news, will be received with the fame 
(if not greater) delight, that. we u/ed to have in all your 
pretaly: -penn’d epiftles. Adieu, my dearClary! I am 
Veur te Sifter, and true Friend, 
7 ARABELLA FiaR LOWE. 


mn E TTER LXIV. 
To his dear Nicee Mi > CrarissA HAR LOWE. 


| - Wedn. Sept. 6. 

E were greatly grieved, my beloved Mifs Clary, 

at your fault ; but we are fill more, if poffible, 

to hear you are fo very ill; and we are forry things have 
been carried fo far. 

We know your talents, my dear, and how movingly you 

' could write, whenever you pleafed ; fo that nobody could 

_ ever deny you any thing; and, belicving you depended 

_on your pen, and little thinking you were fo ill, and 

_ that you had lived fo regular a life, and were fo truly pe- 

nitent, are much troubled every one of us, your brother 

and all, for being fo fevere. Forgive my part in it, my 

dearett 


= 
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deareft Clary. Iam your Second-Papa, you know. Aad 


“you xfed to love me. 


-_ I hope you'll foon be able to come down, and, after a 
while, when your indulgent parents can fpare you, that 
you will come to me for a whole month, and rejoice my 

eart, as you ufed todo. But if, thro® illnefs, yoa cannot 


fo foon come down as we wifh, I will go up to you: For 


I Yong to fee you. I never more longed to fee you in my 


‘life ; and you was always the darling of my heart, you 


Ow. 


My brother Antony defires his hearty commendations 
to you, and joins with me in the tendereft affiirance, that 


all fhall be well, and, if poffible, better than ever; for 
we now have’ been fo long without you, that we know 


the mifs of you, and even hunger and thirft, as I may fay, 
‘ to fee you, and to take you once more to our hearts : 


Whence indeed you was never banifhed fo far, as our con- 
cern for the unhappy ftep made us think and you believe 


“ you were, Your fitter and brother both talk of feeing you 


in town : So does my dear fifter yourindulgent mother. 
-. God reftore your health, if it be his will - Efe, I know 


- not what will become of 


Your truly loving Uncle, and Second Papa, 
Joun Flan Lows. 


LETTER LXV. 
Mr, Berronp, To Ropert Leverace, F/G; 


7 be Friday night, Sept. 8. paft ten. 

Will now take up the account of our proceedings from 
I my letter of laft night, which contained the dying 
words of this incomparable lady. | 

As foon as we had feen the latt fcene clofed ffo bleffedly 
for herfelf !) we left the body to the care of the good wo~ 
men, who, according to the orders fhe had given them 
that very night, removed her into that Jaft houfe which 
fhe had difplay’d fo much fortitude in providing. 

In the morning, between 7 and 8 o'clock, according 
to appointment, the Colonel came to me here.’ He was 
very much oat of order. We went together, accompanied 
by Mrs. Lovick and Mrs. Smith, into the deceafed’s chamn- 

a : Ls ber, 
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ber. We could not help taking a view of the lovely corpfe, 
and admiring the charrzing ferenity of her noble afpeét. 
’ The women declared, they never faw death fo lovely be- 
fore ;. and that fhe looked as if in an eafy flumber, the 
colour having not quite left‘her cheeks and lips. 

I unlocked the drawer, in which (as I mentioned in a 
‘(a) former). fhe had depofited her papers. I told you in 
mine of Monday laft, that fhe had the night before fealed 
‘up with three black feals a parcel infcribed, 4s fon as 
Tam certainly dead, this to be broken open by Mr. Belford. 
I accufed myfelf for having not done it ever night. But 
really I was then incapable of any thing. 
* [broke it open accordingly, and found in it no lefs 
than eleven letters, each fealed with her own feal and 
black wax, one of which was direéted to me. _ 

I will inclofe a copy of it. 


Yo Joun Betroro, Ef; . 

STIR, : Sunday Evening, Sept. 3. 
‘Take this laft and folemn: occafion to repeat to you my 

thanks for all your kindnefg to me at a time when I 
moit needed countenance and protection. 

A few confiderations I beg leave, as new, at your perufal 
of This, from the dead, te prefs upon you, with all the 
warmth of a fincere friendfhip. 

By the time you will fee This, you will have had an in- 
ftance,-‘I humbly truft, of the comfortable importance of 
a pacified confcience, in the Jaft hours of one, who, ¢o the 
laft hour, will with your eternal welfare. — 

_ The great Duke of Luxemburgh, as I have heard, .on. 
his death-bed, declared, That he would then much rather 
have had it to reflect upon, that he had adminiftered a cup 
of cold water to a worthy poor creature in diftrefs, than 
that he had won fo many battles as he had triumphed 
‘ foremAnd, as one well obferves, All the fentiments of 
‘worldly grandeur vanifh at that unavoidable moment which 
decides the deftiny of all men. 

If then, Sir, at the tremendous hour,. it be thus-with 
‘the conquerors of armies, and the fubduers of nations, 
' ket me, in very few words (many are not needed} ak, 
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What, at That period, muft be the reflections of thofe (if 
capable of reflettion) who have lived a life of fenfe and’ 
‘offence ; whofe fludy and whofe pride mot inglorioufly 
- has been to feduce the innocent, and to ruin the weak, the 
unguarded, and the friendlefs ; made {till more friendlefs 
by: their bafe fedu€tions ?—~Oh ! Mr. Belford, weigh, pon- 
der, and reflect upon it, now, that in health, and in vigour. 
of mind and body, the reflections will moft avail you—. 
What an ingrateful, what an unmanly, what a meaner than. 
reptile pride is this! __ 

In the next place, Sir, let me beg of you, for my fakes 
who aM, or, as zow you will beft read it, bawe deen, driven . 
to the neceffity of applying to you.to be the Executor of © 
my will, that you will bear, according to that generofity 
which I think to be in you, with all my friends, and par- 
ticularly with my brother (who is really a worthy young 
man, but pérhaps a little too headftrong in‘his firft refent- 
ments and conceptions of things) if any thing, by reafon 
of this truft, fhould fall out difagreeably ;.and that you: 
will ftudy to make peace, and to reconcile all parties ; and. 
more efpecially, that you,. who feem to have a great in- 


’ 


“fluence upon your fil! more headitrong friend, .will inter-- 
, pote,. if occafion be, to.prevent further milcnicf—For. 


efurely, Sir, that violent fpirit may fit down fatished with. 
Z . . e ao - ee i . ie 7 i e é ¥ : . . 
thé évils he has already wrought; and, particularly, with. 
the wrongs, the heinous and ignoble wrongs, he has in 


“ame done to my family, wounded in the tendereft part 
_ of its honour. | as 


To this requeft J have already your repeated promife, . 
I.claim the obfervance of it, therefore, as a debt from: 
you: And tho’ I hope I need not doubt it, yet was I 
willing, on this folémn, this /a/? occafion, thus earneftly 

to reinforce it. © _ — a ee 
” T have another requef{to make'to you; It is only, That 
you will be pleated, by ap ticular meffenger, to forward . 
‘the inclofed letters as direfted. 


tre ‘ 


ufefel member is loft tb fociety by means of the uphappy 

_ ftep which has brought my life {o foon to its period, let me 
: hope, that I may ‘been hamble inftrament in the hands of 
Providence, to‘reform.a man of your parts and abilities ; . 
L . 6 and... 
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and then I fhall think that lofs will be more abundantly 
repaired to the world, while it will be, by God's good- 

nefs, my gain : And I fttall have this further hope, that 
once more I fhall have an opportunity, in a bleffed Eter- 
nity, to thank you, as I new repeatedly do, for the good 
you have done to, and the trouble you will have taken for, 


Tour obliged ee : 
; CLarissa Haniows. 


"The other letters a are direéted, To her Father, To her 
Mother, One to her two Uncles, To her Brother, To her 
_ Sifter, To her Aunt Hervey, To her Coufin Morden, 'To 
‘Mifs Howe, To Mrs. Norton, and laftly one. to You, in 
_ performance of her promife, that a letter foould be feat you 
when foe arrived at ber Father's houfe!—=-I will with- 

hold this laft till I can be affured, that you will be fitter 
o receive it than Tourville tells me You are at prefent. 

Copies of all thefe are fealed up, and intitled, Copies 
‘of my Ten pofthumous letters, for J. Belford, E/q; and put 
in among the bundle of papers left to my direction, which 
I have not yet had leifure to open. 

No wonder, while able, that fhe was always writin 
fince thus only of late could fhe employ that time whi 
heretofore, from the long days fhe made, caufed fo many 
beautiful works to fpring from her fingers. It is my opi- 
nion, that there never was a lady fo young, who wrote 
fo much, and with fuch celerity. Her thoughts keeping 
pace, as I have feen, with her pen, fhe hardly ever ftopp'd 
or hefitated; and very feldom blotted out, or altered. It 

was a natural talent fhe was sara of, among many othet 
extraordinary ones. 

I gave the Colonel his letter, and ordered Harry in- 

‘flantly to get ready to carry the others. 

Mean time (retiring into the next apartment) we opened 
the Will. We were both fo much affected in perufing it, 
that at one time the Colonel, br. off, gave it to me 


to read on ; at another, I gave it back te him to proceed 


with; neither of us being able to read it thro’, without 
fuch tokens of camel as affected the-vaices of each. 


Mrs, 
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i Mrs. Lovick; Mrs. Smith, and her Nurfe, were ftill more 


touched, when we read thofe articles in which they are — 
refpettively. remembered : But F'will avoid mentioning the 
particulars (except in what relates to the thread on my 
narration) as I fhall fend you a copy of it in proper time. . 
- ‘The Colonel told me, he was ready to ‘account with me 
for the moneys he had brought up from her friends ; which 
would enable me, as he fad, direétly to execute the le- 
gacy-parts of it ; and he would needs at that inftant force 
into my hands a paper relatimg to that fubject. I put it 
in my pocket-book, without looking into it; telling him, 
That as I hoped he would.do all m his power to promote 
.f literal performance of the will, I’ muft beg his advice 
and affiftance in the execution of it. aan 
_ .. Her requeft to be buried with her -anceftors, made:a 
¢ letter of the following import neceffary, which I prevailed 
-upon the Colonel to write; being enwilling myfelf (fo 
early at leaft) to appear officious in the eye of a family 
‘which probably wifhes not any communication with me. 


. Zo Jamies Haruowe, jan. Eff; 

_2T.HE letter which the bearer’ of this brings with him, 
will, I prefume, make it unmeceffary to acquaint you 
and my coufins with the death of the moft excellent of 
women. But I am requefted by her Executor, who will 
foon fend you a copy of her lait Wall, to acquaint her fa- 
ther (which I choofe to do by your means) that in it fhe . 
earneftly defires to be laid. in the family-vault, at the feet 
of her grandfather, | _ 

. If her father will not admit of it, fhe has direéted her 
body to be buried in the church-yard of the parifh where 
fhe died. " ; 

I need not tell you, that a fpeedy anfwer to This is ne- . 
ceflary. 3 ) 

_ Her Beatification commenced yefterday afternoon, ex- 
actly at 40 minutes after fix. 

I can write no more, than thatIam - 
: _~ : Yours, &c. ee 
Friday morn, Sept.& . i Wm. Morven. 


By . 
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By the time this was written, and by the Colonel's 
leave tranfcribed, Harry came booted and {purred, his. 
horfe at the door ; and I delivered him the letters to the 
family, with thofe to Mrs, Norton and Mifs Howe (eight 
in all) together with. the above of the Colonel to Mr. 
James Harlowe ; and gave him orders.to make the wunoft 
difpatch with them. _ | al 

The Colonel and Ihave befpoke mourning for our 
felves and fervants. — | 


LETTER LXvI.. 
Mr. Berrorp, To Ropert Loveuace, £743. 


: Sat. ten o” clock. 
.OOR Mrs. Norton is come. - She was fet down at 


the door; and would have gone up ftairs diredily. _ 


But Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Lovick being together-and in 
tears, and. the former hinting too fuddenly to the truly ve- 
ne:able woman the fatal news, fhe funk down at her feet, 
in fits; fo that they were forced to breathe a vein, to 
bring her to herfelf ;.and to.a capacity of exclamation: 
And then fhe run on to Mrs. Lovick and to me, who en- 
tered juft as fhe recovered, in praife of the lady, in.h- 
- mentations for her, and invectives agaimit you: But-yet- 
{o circum{cribed were her inyectives, that I could obferye 
in them the woman well-educated, and in her lamenta- 
tions the paffion chriftianized, as I may fay. 7 

She was impatient to fee the corpfe. The women.went 
up with her. But they owned, that they were too much 
affected themfelves on this occafion to defcribe her ex- 
tremely aftecting- behaviour. 

With trembling impatience fhe pufhed afide the coffin- 
lid. She bathed the face wich her tears, and kiffed her 
cheeks and forehead, as if fhe were living. It was Her 
indeed, fhe faid! Her fweet young lady! Her very felf!: 
Nor had death, which changed all things, a power to alter- 
her lovely features! She admired the fercnity of her afpedt. 
Shé no doubt was -happy, fhe faid, as fhe had written 
to her fhe fhould be: But how many miferable creatures 
shad fhe left behind her!—-The good woman lamenting 
that fhe herfelf had lived to be one of them. 

: It. 
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Te was with difficulty they prevailed upon her to-quit 
the corpfe ; and when they went into the next apartment, 
I joined them, and acquainted her with the kind legacy 
her beloved young lady had Jeft her: But This rather 
augmented, than diminifhed her concern. She ought, fhe 
faid, to have attended her in perfon.. What was the world 
to her, wringing her hands, now the child of her bofom 
and of her heart was no more?” Her ‘principal confo- 


_ lation, however,. was, that fhe fhould not long furvive 


her. She hoped, fhe faid, that fhe did not fin, im wifhing 
fhe might not. : - 

It was eafy to obferve by the fimilitude of fentiments 
fhewn in This and other particulars, that the divine lady: 
ewed to this excellent woman many of her good notions. 

I thought it would divert the poor gentlewoman, and not. 
altogether unfuitably, if-I wereto. put.her upon furnining — 


" rnourning for herfelf; as it would roufe her, by a fea- 


fonable and neceffary employment.from that dilmal le-. 
thargy of grief, which generally fuceeeds the too violent 
anguish with which a gentle. nature .is accuftomed to be. 
torn upon the firft communication of: the unexpected lofs. 


- of a dear friend... I gave her therefore the thirty guineas 


bequeathed to-her and ta her fon for mourning ; the only 
mourning which the fair .teftatrix.has mentioned: And 
defired her to lofe no time in preparing her own, as I: 
doubted not, that fhe would accompany the.corpfe, if it” 
were permitted to be carried down. 
The Colonel propofes to attend. the herfe, if his kindred: 
give him not frefh caufe of difpleafure ; and will take with | 
him a copy of the Will. And being intent to give the fa- 
mily {ome favourable impreffions of me,.he will alfo, at 
his own defire, take with him the copy of the pofthumoys 
letter to me. ee : | | 
_ He is fo kind as to promife me a minute account of all 
that fhall pats on the melancholy occafion.. And we have 


. begun a friendfhip~ and fettled a correipoadence, which. 


buc one incident can poflibly happen to interrupt to the 


_end of our lives And that I hope will-not happen. 


But what muft be the grief, the remorfe, thac will feize 
upon the hearts of this hitherto-inexorable family, on tlie 
: | receiving” 
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receiving of the pofthumous letters, and that of the-Co- 
lonel apprizing them of what has poppenee 


I have given arders to an undertaker, on the fuppo- 
fition that the body-will be permitted to be carried down; 
and the women intend to fll the coffin with aromatic herbs. 

The'Colonel has obliged me to take the bills and cae 
which he brought up with him, for the confiderable fums 
accrued fince the grandfather’s death from the lady's 
eftate. | a nets 4 

I could have fhewn to Mrs. Norton the copies of the 
two letters which fhe miffed by coming up. But her grief 
wants not the beightenings which the reading of them 
would have givenher. ; ca 
"IT wave been dipping into the copies of the pofthumous 

letters to. the. family, which Harry has carried: down. 
Well may I call this admirable Lady divine. : They are 
_ all calenlated to give comfort rather than reproach, tho’ 
their cruelty to her merited nothing but. reproach. But 
-were I in any of their places, how much rather had I, 
that fhe-had quitted {cores with me by. the mofk fevere re- 
_ criminations, than that fhe fhould thus nobly triumph over 
-me by a generofity that has no example? 

‘I will fhclofe fome of them, which I defire you to re- 

tum asfoonasyoncan, =. si‘ ; 


LETTER LXVIL. | 
' Yo the Ever-bonoured JamEs HARLOWE, fen. Efy; 

Moff dear Sir! .— ‘ | . 
t ITH exulting confidence now does your em- 

boldened daughter come into your awful prefence 

by thefe lines, who dared ‘not, but upon This occafion, to 
look up to you with hopes of favour and. forgivenels ; 
fince, when This comes to your hands it will be out of 
her power ever to offend you more. | 

And now let me blefs you, my honoured papa, and 
blefs you, as I write, upon my knees, for all the benefits 
J have received from your indulgence: For your fond 
. love to me in the days of my prattling innocence: For 
_.the virtuous education you gave me: And, for the crown 
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of all; the happy end, which, thro’ Divine Grace, by 
means of that virtuous education, I hope, by the time 
you will receive This, I fhall have made. And let me beg 
of you, dear venerable Sir, to blot from your remem- 
brance, if poffible, the laft unhappy eight months ; ‘and 
then’ I fhall hope to be ‘remembered with advantage for 
the pleafure you had the goodnefs to take in your Clariffa. 


* Still on her knees, let your poor penitent implore your 


forgivenefs of all her faults and follies; more efpecially | 


‘of that fatal error which threw her out of your proteétion. 


_ When you know, Sir, that I have never been faulty in 


my will: That ever fince my calamity became irretriev- 


able, I have been in a ftate of preparation: That I have 
the ftrongeft affurances, that the Almighty has accepted 


-my unfeigned repentance; and that: by this time you will 
‘(as I humbly prefume to hope) have been the means of 


adding One to the number vf the Bleffed; you will 
have-reafon for joy rather than forrow. Since, had I 


-efcaped the fnares by which I was intangled, I might have 


‘wanted thofe exercifes which I leok-upon now as fo many 


“mercies difpenfed:to wean me betimes from a world that 


prefented itfelf to me with profpects too alluring : And, 


‘in that cafe (too eafily fatisfied- with awor/dly felicity) I 
might not have attained to that bleffednefs, which now, 


on your reading of This, I humbly prefume (thro’ the Di- 
vine goodnefs) Iam rejoicing in. 7 
That the Almighty, in His own good time, will bring 
you, Sir, and my ever-honoured mother, after a feries of 
earthly felicities, of which may my unhappy fault be the 
only interruption, (and very gricvous I know.that mutt 


have been) to rejoice in the fame: bleffed ftate, is the re- 
‘peated prayer of, Sir, a | 


Your now happy Daughter, 
- | Cuarissa HarLowe,. 
LETTER LxXvih _ 
Zo the Ever-henoured Mrs, HARLOWE. 
Honoured Madam;.. 


HE laft time I had the boldnefs to write to you, it 
-- was with all the confcioufnefs of a felf-conviéted 


| criminal, fupplicating her offended judge for mercy and 


pardon, 
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pardon. I now, by thefe lines, approach you with more 
affurance ; but neverthelefs, with the higheft degree of 
‘reverence, gratitude, and duty. The reafon of my af- 
furance, my letter to my Papa will give: And as I humbly 


on my knees implored: 4s pardon, fo now, in the fame 


dutiful manner, do I fupplicate yours, for the grief and 
trouble 1 have given you. _ Ss 

Every vein of my heart has bled for an unhappy rafh- 
nefs; which (altho’ involuntary as to the act) from the 
moment it was committed, carried with it its own punifh- 
ment; and was accompanied with a true and fincere pe- 
nitence. 


God, who has been a witnefs of my diftreffes, knows, 


that great as they have been, the greateft of all was the 
diftrefs that I knew I muft have given to you, Madam, 
and to my Father, by a ftep that had fo very ugly an ap- 
pearance in your eyes, and his; and indeed, in all my 


family’s, A ftep fo unworthy of yqur daughter, and of 


the education you kad given her ! : 
Rut HE, I prefume to hope, has forgiven me ; and at 
the infant ‘This will reach your hands, I humbly truft, I 
Mall be rejoicing in the blefled fruits of His forgivenefs. 
And be This your comfort, my ever-honoured Mamma, 
that the principal end of your pious care for me is attained, 
> tho’ not in the way fo much hoped for. a 
May the grief which my fatal error has given to you: 
both, be the only grief that fhall ever annoy you im this 


world !—May you, Madam, long liveto {weeten the cares,. 


and heighten the comforts of my Papa!—May my. Sifter’s 
continued, and, if pofiible, augmented duty, happily make 
up to you the lofs you have fuftained in me! And when- 


ever my Brother and the change their fingle ftate,. may it: 


be with fuch fatisfaction to you both, as may make you 
forget my offence; and remember me only in thofe days, 
in which you took pleafure in me: And, at laft, may a 


happy meeting with your forgiven penitent, ~in the eternal. 


maniions, augment the blifs of her, who, purify’d by fuf- 
ferings, alreddy, when This falutes your hands, prefumes 
flie fhall be 

The for-ever Happy 


- 
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Crarissa Hartows:. 
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LETTER LXIX. 
Jo James Hartowe, jun. Efq; 
S ZR, | 
HERE was but one time, but one occafion, after 
the rafh ftep I was precipitated upon, that I coud 


hope to be excufed looking up to you in the character of a 
brother and a friend. And N O W is that time, and THIS 


the occafion. Now, at reading This, will you pity your 


late unhappy fifter!’ NOW will you forgive her taulrs, 
both fuppofed and real. And NOW will you afford to her 
memory that kmd concern which you refufed to her before !. 
I write, my brother, in the firft place, to beg your par- 
don for the offence my unhappy flep gave to you and te 
the reft.of a family fo. dear to me. 
Virgin purity fhould.not fo behave, as to be fufpected : 
Yet, when you come to know all my flory, you will find 
further room for pity, if.not for more than pity, for your 
late unhappy fitter ! 7 | : 
.O that patton had not been deaf:! That mifcanception 
swould have given. way .to enquiry! That your rigorous 
heart, if: it could nor itfelf be foftened (moderating the- 
power you-had obtained oyer every qne) had permitted. 


_ other hearts more indulgently to expand ! 


Bat I write not to. give pain. - I had rather you fhould 
think me faulty fill, than take to yourfelf the confequence 


that will follow from acquitting me. 


Abandoning therefore a fubject which I had not intended 
ta touch upan (for I hope, at the writing of this, I am 
above the {pirit of recrimination) let me tell you, Sir, that. 
Jay next motive for writing to you ia this laft and moft. 
folemn manner, is, To beg of you to forego any active 


.refentments (which may endanger a life fo precious to all 


‘your friends) againft the man to whofe elaborate bafenefs 
owe my Worldly ruin. - 
For, ought an innocent man torun an equal rifque with 

a guilty one ?—-A more than equal rifque, as the guilty one 

has been long inured to aéts of violence, and is {killed in 

the arts of offence? 
You would not asrogate to yourfelf Gad’s province, 


- whe,’ - 
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who has faid, Vengeance 1s mine, and I will repay it. 
you would, I tremble for the. canfequence ; For will it: 
not be fuitable to the Divine Juftice to punith the pre; 
Jumptuous Innocent as you would be in this cafe) in the 
very esror, and that by the hand of the Se/f-defexdiag 
Guilty—Referving 4im for a future day of vengeance for 
his accumulated crimes ?~ aes cok eee ee 

Leave then the poor wretch ta the Divine Juftice. Let 
your fifter’s fault die with her. At leait, let it not be re- 
vived in blood. Life is a fhost ftage where longef&t.. A 
little time hence, the now green head will be gray, if it 
lives this little time: And if Heaven will afford him time 
for repentance, why fhould not you? 2 
Then think, my. brother, what will be the confe- 
quence to your dear parents, if the guilty wretch who has 
occafioned to them he fofs of a daughter, fhould likewife 
deprive them of their beft hope, an only fon, more worth 
in the family-account than feveraldaughters? sy 
' Would you add, my brother, to thofe diftreffes which 
you hold your fifter fo inexcufable for having (altho’ 
from involuntary and undefigned caufes) given? 

Seek not then, I befeech you, to extend the evil-con- 
fequences of your fifler’s error. His confcience, when it 
rate pet God to touch it, will be fharper than your 
word. ' 

I have ftill another motive for writing to you in this 
folemn manner : It is, to intfeat you to watch over your 
paffions. ‘The principal fault I know you to be guilty of, 
Is, the violence of your temper when you think yourfelf 
in the right: which you would oftner be, but tor that 
very viblence: 

: You have feveral times brought your life into danger 
y. it. z 

Is not the man guilty: of a high degree of felf-partiality, 
who is lefs able to dear contradiction, than apt to give it? 
-—~ How often, with you, has impetuofity brought on abafe- 
ment ?=-=A confequence too natural. 

_ Let me then caution you, dear Sir, againft a warmth of 

_ temper, an impetuofity when moved, and you fo ready to 
be moved, that may hurry you into unforefeen difficulties ; 
and which it is in fome meafure a fin not to endeavour to 
reftrain, 


* 4 


we OR 


Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 237 


reftrain. God enable you to do it for the fake of your 
Own peace and fafety, as well prefent as future! And 
for the fake of your family and friends, who all fee your 
fault, but are tender of fpeaking to you of it { 7 
'. As for me, my brother, my punifhmeént has been fea- . 
fonable. God gave me grace to make a right ufe of my 
fufferings. I early repented. I never loved the man half 
fo muchas I hated his actions, when I faw what he was 
capable of. I gave up my whole bear? to a better hope. 
God bleffed my penitence, and my reliance upon Him. 
And now I prefume to fay, Iam HApPy. | 
| May Heaven preferve you in fafety, health, and honour, 
and long continue your life for a comfort and ftay to your 
honoured parents : And may you in the change of your 
fingle ftate meet with a wife as agreeable to every one 
elfe as to yourfelf,’ and be happy in a: hopeful race, and 
not have one Clariffa among them, to imbitter your com- 
forts whén fhe fhould give you mof comfort. But may 
my example be of ufe to warn the dear creatures whom 
once I hoped to live to fee, and to cherifh, of the evils 
with which this deceitful world abounds, are the prayers of 
TRS S Your affeionate Sifter,’ 
Oe ae Crarissa Hariowe. 


A 


- . 6 


.o=- LETTER LXX. 
/ To Mis HaRuoweE. 


YOW may you, my dear Arabella, unreftrained by 
the feverity of your virtue, let fall a pitying tear: 
on the paft faults and fufferings of your late unhappy fifter ; 
fince, Now, fhe can never offend you more. The Divine 
Mercy, which firft infpired her with repentance (an early 
repentance it was ; fince it preceded her fufferings) for an 
error which fhe offers not to extenuate altho’ perhaps 
it were capable of fome extenuation, has new, at the 
inftant that you are reading This, as I humbly hope, bleffed 
her-with the frujts of it. 
Thus already, even while: fhe writes, in imagination, 
purified: and exalted, fhe the. more fearlefly writes to her 
fifter ; and NOW isaflured of pardon for all thofe ser oc- 
| : : €afions 
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cafions of difpleafure which her frowarder youth might 
give you; and for the diigrace which her fall has fixed. 
upon you, and upon her family. | | 
~ May you, my fifter, continue to blefs thofe dear and 
honoured relations, whofe indulgence fo well deferves your 
utmoft gratitude, with thofe chearful inftances of duty and 
obedience which have hitherto been fo acceptable to Them, 
and praife-worthy in You! And may you,-wheh a fuitable 
ropofal- fall ofter, fill up more worthily that chafm,which 
the tofs they have iuitained in me has made in their family ! 

Thus, my Arabella! my only Sifter! and for many 
happy years, my ’riend! mott fervently prays-That Sifter, 
whole affeciion for you, no acts of unkindnefs, no mifcon- 
ftruction of her conduct, could cancel! And who NOW, 
made perfect (as fhe hopes) thro’ fufferings, ftyles herfelf, 
7 | The Happy - . 7 
| CrartssA HaRLoweE. 

LETTER LXXL 
To Joun and Antony Harrowe, Effrs. 
_ Honoured Sirs, | : 
HEN thefe lines reach your hands, your late un- 
happy Niece will have known the end of all her 
troubles; and, as fhe humbly hopes, will be rejoicing in 
the mercies of a gracious God, who has declared, that He 
will forgive the truly: penitent of heart. 

I write, therefore, my dear Unétles, and to you Both in 
one letter (firice your fraternal love has made you Both 
but as One perfon) to give you comfort, and not diftrefs 
for, however fharp my afflictions have been, they have 
been but of fhort duration; and Iam betimes (happily 
as I hope) arrived at the end of a painful journey. _ 

Atthe fame time, I write to thank you both, for all 
your kind indulgence to me, and to beg your forgivenefs 
of my laft my on/; great fault to you and to my family. 
The ways of Providence are unfearchable. Various are 

the means made ufe of by It, to bring poor iinners to a fenfe 
of their duty. Some are drawn by Love; others aredriven 
by Terrors, to their Divine Refuge. I had for Eighteen 
years out of Nineteen rejoiced in the favour and affection 
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of every ene. Notrouble came near my heart. I feemed 
to be one of thote defigned to be drawn by the filken cords 
of Love.—But, perhaps, I was too apt to value myfelf upon 
the love and favour of every one: The merit of the good 
I delighted to do, and of the inclinations which were given 
me, and which I could not help having, I was, pernaps, 
too ready to attribute to myfelf; and now, being led to 
account for the caufe of my temporary calamiues, find, I 
had a fecret pride to be punifhed for, which I had not fa- 
thomed: And it was seceffary perhaps that fome fore 
and terrible misfortunes ftiorld befal me,.in order to mor- 
tify my pride and tty vanity. 
| Temptations were accordingly fent. I fhrunk m the 
day of tryal. My difcretion, which had been fo cry’d up, 
was found wanting when it catwe to be weighed in an 
equal balance. I was betrayed, fell,- and became the by- 


“+ word of my companions, arid a difgrace to my family, 


which had prided itfelf in me perhaps too much. But as 
my fault was not that of a culpable will, when my pride 
was fufficiéntly mortified (altho’ I was turrounded by dan- 
gers, and intangled in {nares) I was not iuftcred to be to- 
tally loft: But, purified by fufferings, I was fitted for the 
change I have NOW, at the tisne you willreceive | his, & 
newly, and, as I humbly hope, to happily experienced. 

Rejoice with me then, déar Sirs, that I have weathered 


am cut off in the bloom of youth. ‘ There is no inqui- 
‘ fition in the grave, whether we lived ten or an hundred 
* years ; and the day of death is better than the day of our 
‘ birth.’ 

Once more, dear Sirs, accept my grateful thanks for 
all your goodnefs to me, from my early childhood, to the 
day, the unhappy day, of my error! korgive that error! 
—And God give us a happy meeting inu bleffed Eternity, 
prays | 3 7 
| Your moft dutiful and obliged Kinfwomcn, 

_ Crarissa Hartowe. 


Mr. Belford gives the Lady’s pofthumous letters to Mrs. 
Hervey, Mifs Howe, and Mrs. Norton, at length like- 


wife:. But, altho’ every letter varies in fyle as well 
. as 
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as matter from the others; yet, as they are written on 
the fame fubject, and are pretty long, it is thought proper 
to abjirad them. 

That to her Aunt Hervey is written in the fame pious 
and generous ftrain with the others preceding, feeking to 
give comfort rather than diftrefs. ‘ The Almighty, I hope, 
* fays fhe, has received and blefled my penitence, and I 
am happy. Could I have been more thaa fo, at the end 
of what is called a happy life of 20, or 30, or 40 years 
to come? And what are 20, or 30, or 40 years to look 
back upon, when paffed In half of either of thefe pe- 
riods, what friends might [ not have mourned for ? what 

temptations from worldly profperity might I not have 
encountered with? And in fuch a cafe, immerfed in 
earthly pleafures, how little likelihood, that, in my lat 
ftage, I fhould have been bleffed with fuch a preparation 
and refignation, as I have now been bleffed with?’ 

She proceeds as follows: ‘ Thus much, Madam, of 
comfort to you and myfelf from this. difpenfation. As 
to my dear parents, I hope they will confole themfelves, 
that they have ftill many bleflings left, which ought to 
balance the troubles my error has given them: ‘That, 
unhappy as I have been to be the interrupter of their 
felicities, they never, till this my fault, knew any beevy 
evil: That affli€tions patiently borne may be turned into 
blefflings: That uninterrupted happinefs is not to be ex- 
pected in this life: That, after all, they have not, as I 
humbly prefume to hope, the probability of the ever- 
lafting perdition of their child to deplore: And that, in 
fhort, when my ftory comes to be fully known, they 
will have the comfort to know, that my fufferings will 
redound more to my honour than to my difgrace. 

‘ Thefe confiderations will, I hope, make their tem- 
porary lofs of but one child out of three (unhappily -cir- 
cumftanced too as fhe was) matter of greater confola- 
tion than affliction. And the rather, as we may hope for 
a happy meeting once more, never to be feparated either 
by time or offences.’ . 

She concludes this letter with an addrefs to her coufin - 
- Dolly Hervey, whom fhe calls her amiable coufin ; and 
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thankfully remembers for the part fhe took in: her af- 


flictionse==‘ O my dear Coufin, let your worthy heart be 


<€ 
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guarded againit thofe delufions, which. have been fatal 


‘tto.my werldly ma tea !-—That pity, which you be- 


ftewed upon me, demonfirates a gentlenefs of nature, 
which may poffibly fubject you to misfortunes, if your 
eye be permitted to miflead your judgment.—But a {trict 
obfervance of your filial duty, my deareft.coufin, and 
the precepts.of. fo prudent a-mother as you have the 
happinefs to have (enforced by fo {ad an example in your 


-own-family as I have fet) will, I make no doubt,: with 
‘the Divine Affiftance, be your guard and fecurity.’ 


"The - potthumous letter to Mifs Howe is extremely 


tender and ajiectionate. She pathetically calls upon her 
* to rejoice, that all her Clariffa’s troubles are now at an 
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end. That the fate of temptation and tryal, of doubt and 
uncertainty, is now over with her, and that fhe has hap- 
pily efcaped the fnares that were laid for her foul: The 
rather to rejoice, as that her misfortunes were of {uch a 
nature, that it was impoffible the could be tolerably 
happy in this life.’ _ oe 
She: ‘ thankfully acknowleges the favours fhe had re- 


- ceived from Mrs. Howe and Mr. Hickman; and ex- 


prefies her concern for the trouble fhe has occafionced to 
the former, as well as to her; and prays, that all the 
earthly bleffings they ufed to with to each other, may 
fingly devolve upon er.’ : 


~. She befeeches her, ‘ that fhe will not fufpend the day, 


' 
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which fhall fupply to herfelf the friend fhe will have loit 
in her, and give to herfelf-a ftill nearer and dearer re- 
Jation.’ | ‘ 

She tells her, ‘ That her choice (a choice made with 
the approbation ofvall her friends) has fallen upon a fin- 
cere, an honeft, a virtuous, and what is more than all, 
a pious man; a man, who altho’ he admires her perfon, 
is ftill more in love with the graces of her mind. And 
as thofe graces are improveable with every added ycar 
of life, which will impair the tranfiory ones of perion, 
what a firm bafis, infers fhe, has Mr. Hickman chofen 
to build his love upon !’ 4 

Vou. VII, M She 
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She prays, ‘ That God will blefs them together ; and 
that the remembrance of her, and of what fhe has fuf- 
fered, may not interrupt their mutual happinefs, the 
defircs them to think of nothing but what fhe Now ts; 
and that a time will come, when they fhall meet again, 
never to be divided.* - 

©‘ Tothe Divine Protection, mean time, fhe commits 
her; and charges her, by the love that has always fub- 
fitted between them, that fhe will not maurn too heavily 
for her ; and again calls upon her, after a gentle tear, 
which fhe will allow her to let fall in memory of their 
uninterrupted friendfhip, to rejoice that fhe 1s fo early 
releafed ; and that fhe is purified by her fufferings, and 
is made, as fhe affuredly trufts, by God’s poodnets, eter- 
nally happy.’ a 


a nun RR OA 
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The pofthumous letters te Mr. Lovet ace and Mr. 
Morven will be occafionally inferted hereafter: As 
willalf the fubftance of that writtentoMrs. Nor TON. 


LETTER LXXII,- 


Mr. Betrorp, To Ropert LovELACE, E fy; 


Sat. Afternoon, Sept. 9. 
Underftand, that thou breatheft nothing but revenge 
I againit me, for treating thee with fo much freedom; 
and againft the accurfed woman and her infernal crew. I 
am not at all concerned for thy menaces againft myéfelf. 
Xt ismy defign to make thee fee/. It gives me pleafure to 
find my intention anfwered. And I congratulate thee, that 
thou haft not loft that fenfe. | 
As to the curfed crew, well do they deferve the fire 
here, that thou threateneft them with, and the fire here- 
after that feems to await them. But I have this moment 
received news which will, in all likelihood, fave thec the 
guilt of punifhing the old wretch for her fhare of wicked- 
nefs as thy agent. But if that happens to her which & 
likely to happen, wilt thou not tremble for what may befal 
the principal ? | 
Not to keep thee longer in fufpenfe; laft night, it 
{eems, the infamous woman got fo heartily intoxicated 
a with 
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"with her beloved liquor, arrack punch, at the expence of 


Colonel Salter, that, miftaking her way, fhe fe!l down a 
pair. of ftairs, and broke her leg: And now, after a dread- 
ful night, the lies foaming, raving, roaring, in a burning 
fever, that wants not any other fire to fcorch her into a 
feeling more exquifite and durable than any thy vengeance 


~ ceuld make her fuffer. 


_ .The wretch has requefted me to come to her: And left 
I fhould refufe a common meffenger, fent her vile affo- 


ciate Sally Martin ; who not finding me at Soho, came 
hither; another part of her bufinefs being to procure the: 


divine lady’s pardon for the old creature’s wickednefs to” 
ber. 
This devil incarnate Sally was never fo fhocked in her 
life, as when I told her the lady was dead. 

_, She took out her falts to keep her from fainting ; and 


when a little recovered, fhe accufed herfelf for her part of 


the injuries the lady had fuftained; as fhe faid Polly Horton 
would do for hers ; and fhedding tears, declared, that the 
world never produced fuch another woman. She called her 
the ornament and glory of her Sex ; acknowleged, that her 
ruin was owing more to their inftigations than even (favage 
as thou art) to thy own vileneis: Since thou wert in- 
clined to have done her juftice more than once, had they 
not kept up thy profligate {pirit to its height. 

This wretch would -fain have been adinitted to a fight 
of the corpfe. But I refufed her requeft with execrations. 

She could forgive herfelf, the faid, for every thing but 
her infults upon the admirable lady at Rowland’s: Since 
alf the reft was but in purfuit of a livelihood, to which 
fhe had been reduced, as fhe boaftcd, from better ex- 
pectations, and which hundreds follow as well as fhe. I 
did not afk her, By whom reduced. | . 

At going away, fhe told me, that the old montfter’s 
bruifes are of more dangerous confequence than the frac- 
ture: That a mortification is apprehended : And that the 
vile wretch has fo much compundtion of heart, on recol- 
Ieéting her treatment of Mifs Harlowe, ard is fo much fet 
upon procuring her forgivenefs, that fhe.is fure the news 
{ie has to carry her, will haften her end, 
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LETTER LXXIII. 


Mr, Berrorp, To Ropert Loverace, Ej; 


«Sat. Night. 

HY fervant gives me a dreadful account of thy 

raving unmanageablenefs. I wonder notat it. But 

as nothing violent is lafting, I dare fay, that thy habitual 

gaiety of heart will quickly get the better of thy frenzy : 

And the rather do I judge fo, as thy fits are of the raving 

kind (fuitable to thy natural impetuofity) and not of that 
melancholy {pecies which feizes flower fouls. 

For this reafon I will proceed in writing to thee, that 
my narrative may not be broken by thy difcompofure ; 
and that the contents of it may find thee, and help thee to 
reflection, when thou fhalt be reftored. 

Harry is returned from carrying the pofthumous letters 
to the family and to Mifs Howe ; and that of the Colonel 
which acquaints James Harlowe with his fifter’s death, and 
with her defire to be interred near her grandfather. 
~ Harry was not admitted into the prefence of any of the 
family. They were all affembled together, it feems, at 
Harlowe-place, on occafion of the Colonel’s letter which 
informed them of the lady’s dangerous way (a); and were 
comforting themfelves, as Harry was told, with hopes, 
that Mr. Morden had made the worft of her ftate, in order 
to quicken their refolutions. _ 

It is eafy then to judge what muft be their grief and 
furprife on receiving the fatal news which the letters Harry 
fent in to them communicated. 

He ftaid there long enough to find the whole houfe in 
confufion ; the fervants ranning different ways; lamenting 
and wringing their hands as they run; the female fer- 
vants particularly ; as if fome body (poor Mrs. Harlowe no 
doubt; and perhaps Mrs. Hervey too) were in fits. 

All were in fuch diforder, ‘that he could- get no com- 
mands, nor obtain any notice of himfelf, “che fervants 
feemed more inclined to execrate than welcome him—O 
mafter! O- young man! cry’d three or four together, 
what difmal tidings have you brought !-=They helped him 
to his horde (which with. great civility they had put up 
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his arrivad) at the very firft word: And he went to aninn ; 
and’ purfued on foot his. way to Mrs. Norton’s; and finding 
her come to town, left the letter he carried down for her 
with her fon (a fine youth :) who, when he heard the fatal 
news, burit out into a flood of tears—firft lamenting the 
lady’s death, and then crying out, What, what, would be- 
come of his poor mother ?—-How would fhe fupport her- 
{elf, when fhe fhould find on her arrival in town, that the 
dear lady who was fo defervedly the darling of her heart, 


“was no more ! 


He proceeded to Mifs Howe’s, with the letter for 


‘her. hat lady, he was told, had juft given orders for 


a young man, a tenant’s fon, to poft to London, to bring 
her news of her dear friend’s condition, and whether fhe: 
fhould herfelf be encouraged, by an account of her being 
ftill alive, to make her a vifit; every thing being ordcred 
to be in readinefs for her going up, on his return with the 


news fhe withed and prayed for with the utmoft impa- 


tience. And Harry was juit in time to prevent the man's 
fetting out. 


He had the: precaution to defire to fpcak with Mifs 


_Howe’s woman or maid, and communicated to her the 
. fatal tidings, that fhe might break them to her young 


lady. ‘The maid was herfelf fo affe€ted, that her old lady 
(who, Harry faid, feemed to be every where at once) came 
to fee what ailed her; and was hertelf fo firuck with the 


communication, that fhe was forced to fit down in a chair; 


O the {weet creature! faid fhe—And is it come to this { 
--O my poor Nancy !—How fhall I be able to break the 
matter to my Nancy ! 

Mr. Hickman was in the houfe. He haftened.in to 
comfort the old lady—But he could not reftrain his own 
tears. He feared, he faid, when he was laft in town, that 
this fad event would foon happen: But little thought it 
would be fo very foon!—But fhe is happy, I am fure, . 
faid he ! 

Mrs. Howe, when a little recovered, went up, in 
order to break the news to her daughter. She took 
the letter, and her falts in her hand. And Harry could 
perceive, that they had occafion for them. For the 
houfekeeper foon came hurrying down into the kitchen, 
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her face overfpread with tears~Her young miftrefs had 
fainted away, fhe faid—Nor did fhe wonder at it—Never. 
did there live a lady more deferving of general admiration. 
and lamentation, than Mifs Clariffa Harlowe! And never 
was there a ftronger friendfhip diffolved by death than be- 
tween her young lady and her. She hurried with a lighted. 
wax-candle, and with feathers, to burn under.the nofe of 
her young mittrefs ; which fhewed that.fhe continued in. 
fits. 7 

Mr. Hickman afterwards, with his ufual humanity, di- 
rected that Harry fhould be taken care of all night ; it 
being then the clofe of day. He afked him after my. health, 
He expreffed himfelf exceffively afflicted, as well for the 
deprivation, as for the juft grief of the lady whom he fo. 
pathonately loves. But he called the departed lady an 
Angel of Light. We dreaded, faid he (tell your majter) 
to read the Jetter fente-But we needed not—’Tis a bleffed 
Jetter, written by a bleffed hand!--But the confolation the 
aims to give, will for the prefent heighten.the fenfe we 
all fhall have of the lofs of {fo excellent a creature! Tell 
Mr. Belford, that I thank God I am not the man who had 

the unmerited honour to call himfelf her brother, 

_- J know how terribly this great cataftrophe (as I may 
call it, fince fo many perfons are interefted in it) affeds 
thee, I fhould have been glad to have bad particulars of 
the diftrefs which the firft communication of it muft have 
given to the Harlowes. Yet who but muft pity the unhappy 
mother ? 7 ee 

“The anfwer which James Harlowe returned to Colonel 
Morden’s letter of notification of his fifter’s death; and to 
her sequeft as to interrment, will give a faint idea of what 
their concern mutt be. Here follows a copy of it. 


JoW1irttam Morves, Ef; 


Dear Coufin, Saturday, Sept. 9. 
Cannot find words to exprefs what we all fuffer on the 
mournfulleft news that ever was communicated to us. 
My Sifter Arabella (but, alas! I have now no other Sifter) 
was preparing to follow Mrs. Norton up ; and I had re- 
folved to efcorte her, and to have looked in-upan the deat 
creature, 
God 
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God be merciful ‘to us all! To what purpofe did the 
doétor write if fhe was fo near her end!—Why, as every- 
body fays, did he not fend fooner ?=-or why at all ? 

_’ The moft admirable young creature that ever fwerved ! 


/ emnot- one friend to be with her !—Alas! Sir, I fear my 
- “mother will never get over this fhock —She has been in © 


hourly fits ever fince fhe received the fatal news. My poor 
father has the gout thrown into his ftomach ; and heaven 
knows—O Coufin, O Sir !—I meant nothing but the ho- 
nour of the family ; yet have I all the weight thrown upen 


-- Me==[O this curfed Lovelace! may I perifh if he efcape 
=. the deferved Vengeance (a)!] 


We had begun to pleafe ourfelves that we fhould foon fee 
her here—Good heaven! that her next entrance into this 


- hhoufe, after the abandoned us fo precipitately, fhould be 
: 1p a coffin! : 


We can have nothing to do with her Executor (anether 
flrange ftep of the dear creature’s !) He cannot expect we 
will—nor, if he be a gentleman, will he think of acting. 
Do You therefore be pleafed, Sir, to order an undertaker 
to convey the body down to us. 

My mother fays fhe fhall be for ever unhappy,. if fhe 


: Mhay not in death fee the dear creature whom fhe could 


rot fee in life: Be fo kind therefore as to direét the lid to 
be only half-{crewed down—that (ifmy poor mother can- 
not be prevailed upon to difpenfe with fo fhockmg a {pec- 
aati e may be obliged—She was the darling of her 

eart | 

If we know her will in relation to the funeral, it fhall be 
punctually complied with : As fhall every thing in it that 
is fit or reafonable to be performed ; and ‘This without the 
intervention of ftrangers. 

Will you not, dear Sir, favour us with your prefence at 
this melancholy time ? Pray do; —and pity and excufe 
what paffed at.our laft meeting with that generofity which 
is natural to the Brave and the Wife, Every one’s refpccts 
attend you.. And Iam, Sir, 

1.) Your inexprefsbly afflided Coufin and Servant, 

| Ja. Hartows, jun. 
(a) The words thus inclofed [ ] were omitted in the tranfcript to 


‘Mr. Lovelace, 
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Every thing that is Fit or Reafonable, to be performed! 
(repeated I to the Colonel, from the above letter on his 
reading it to me) That is every thing which fhe has di- 
rected, that can be performed. -I hope, Colonel, that I 
fhall‘have no contention with them. I wifh no more for 
their acquaintance than they do for mize. But you, Si, 
muft be the mediator between them and me ; for I fhall 
infift upon a literal performance in every article. 

The Colonel was fo kind as todeclare that he would 
join to fupport me in my refolution. 


LETTER LXXIV. 


Mr. Berrorp, Jo Ropert Loverace, Eff; 
Sunday morn. 8 o’ Clack, Sept. 10. 


Staid at Smith’s till I faw the laft of all that was mor- 

tal of the divine lady. | 

As fhe has cirected Rings by herWill to feveral perfons, 
with her hair to be fet in cryflal, the afflicted Mrs. Norton 
cut of before the coffin was clofed four charming ringlets ; 
one of which the Colonel took fora locket, which, he fays, 
he will caufe to be made, and wear next his heart in me- 
- mory of his beloved coufin. 

Between four and: five in the morning, the corpfe was 
put into the herfe ; the coffin before being filled, as in- 
tended, with flowers and aromatic herbs, and proper care 
taken to prevent the corpfe fuffering (to the eye) from the 
joiting of the herfe, 

Poor Mrs, Norton is extremely ill. IT gave particular 
direstions to Mrs. Smith’s maid (whom I have ordered to 
attend the good woman in a mourning chariot) to take 
care of her. The Colonel, who rides with his fervants within 
view of the herfe, fays, that he will fee my orders in re- 
lation to her inforced. — 

When the herfe moved off and was out of fight, I 
locked up the lady’s chamber, into which all that had be- 
_longed to her was removed. , 

1 expect to hear from the Colonel as foon as he is got 
down, by a fervant of his own. 
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LETTER. LXXV., 
Mr. Mowsray, To Joun Berrorp, £/9; 


Dear Fack, Uxbridge, Sunday morn. 9 0 Clock. 
I SEND you inclofed a letter from Mr. Lovelace ; 

which, tho’ written in the curfed Algebra, I know to 
be fuch a one as will fhew what a gueex way he isin ; for 
he read it to us with the air of a tragedian. You will fee by 
it what the mad fellow had intended to do, if we had not all 
of us interpofed. He was actually fetting out with a Sur- 
geon of this place, to have the lady opened and embalmed. 
—Rot me if it be not my full perfuafion, that if he had, 
her heart would have been found to be either iron or marble. 

We have got Lord M. to him. His Lordfhip is alfo 
much afflicted at the Lady’s death. His fifters and nieces, 
che fays, will be ready to break their hearts. What a rout’s 
here about a woman? For after all fhe was no more. 

We have taken a pailful of black bull’s blood from him; 
and this has Jowered hima little. But he threatens Colonel 
Morden, he threatens you for your curfed reflections 
(Curfed reflections indeed, Jack !) and curfes all the world 
and himfelf fill. | 

Laft night his mourning (which is full-as deep as for a 
wife) was brought home, and his fellows mourning too. 
And tho’ 8 o’ciock he would put it on and make theim at- 
tend him in theirs. 

Every- body biames him on this Lady’s account. But 
feenot for why. She wasa vrxen in her virtue. And her 
relations are ten times more to blame than he. I will prove 
this to the teeth of them all. If rey could ufe her ill, why 
fhould they expect im to ufe her well? — You, or TJ, o 
Tourville, in his fhoes, would have dene as he has done. 
Are not all the girls forewarned ?—‘ Has he done by her 
* as that Caitife Miles did to the farmer’s daughter, whom 
he tricked up to town (a pretty girl alfo, j ft 1uch another 
as Bob’s Rofebud!) under a notion of waiting on a lady 
—Dril'd her on, pretending the lady was abroad. Drank 
her light-hearted ; then carried her toa Plav $ then it 
was tco late, you know, to fee the pretenced lady: Then 
toa Bagnio: Ruined her,-as they call it, and aii the 
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‘ fame day. Kept her on (an ugly dog too !) a fortnight 
* or three weeks ; then left her to the mercy of the peo- 
* ple of the Bagnio (gever paying for any thing ;) who 
‘ ftript her of all her Cloaths, and becaufe fhe would not 
* take on, threw her into prifon ;: where fhe died ia want 
* and in defpair !’—A true ftory thou knoweft, Jack— 
This fellow deferved to be damn’d. But has our Bob been 
fuch a villain as this ?~And weuld he not have married 
this flinty-hearted lady ?—So be ts juftifed very evidently. 

Why then fhould fuch curfed quawms take him ?—Who 
would have thought he had been fuch poor blood? Now 
(Rot the puppy !) to fee him fit filent in a corner, when he 
has tired himfeif with his mock-majefty, and with his ar- 
gumentation (who fo fond of argue/ying as he?) and teach- 
ing his fhadow to make mouths againft the wainicot— 
Lords-zounter, if I have patience with him ! . & 

But he has had no reft for thefe ten days: ‘That’s the 
thing !—You muft write to him ; and pr’ythee coax him, 
Jack, and fend him what he writes for, and give him all 
his way: There will be no bearing him elfe. . And ges 
the lady buried as faft as you can; and don’t let him know 
where. ~ | 

This letter fhould have gone yefterday. We told him 
it did. But were in hopes he would not have inquired 
after itagain. But he raves as he has not any anfwer. ... 

What he wauch/afed to-read of other of your letters has 
given my Lord fuch a curiofity, as makes him defire you 
to continue your accounts. Pray do: But nat in your 
hellith 4raback; and we will let the poor fellow enly inte: 
what we think fitting for his prefent way. : 

I live a curfed dull poking life here. Wuth what I {fo 
lately. faw of poor Belton, and what I now fec of this 
charming fellow, I fhall be as crazy as he foon, or as dult 
as thou, Jack; fo muft feek for better campany in town 
than either of you. I have been forced to.read fome- 
times to divert me; and you know I hate reading. — Ie. 
prefently {ets me into.a fit of drowfmefs, and then I yawn 
and ftretch like a deval. oo 

Yet in Dryden’s Palemon and Arcite have I juft now 
weet with a paifage, that has in. it mach. of our Bob’s. cafe. 
Thele are fome of the lines. ce og «© we 22.3 
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lr. Mowbray then recites fome lines from that poem de- 
Sferibing a, diftraGied man, andruns the parallel; and 
then priding bimfelf in his performance 3 fays, ; 

Let me tell you that had I begun to write asearly as you 
and Lovelace, | might have-cut as good a figure as either 
of you. Why not ? Bat boy o1 man I| ever hated a book. 
"Tis.a folly to-lie.' I loved attion, my boy. Ihated 
droning; and have led in former days more boys from their 
book, than ever my mafter made to profit by it. Kicking, 
and cuffing and orchard-robbing, were my early glory. 

' But I am tired of writing. I never wrote fuch a long. 
letter:in my hfe. My wrifts and my fingers and thumb 
ake damnably. The pen is an hundred weight at the leat. 
And my éyes are ready to drop out of my head upon the 
paper.—-The cramp but this minute in my fingers. Rot 


the goofe and the goofe-quill! I will write no more long 


letters fora twelvemonth to come.. Yetone word: We 
think the mad fellow coming to. Adicu. : 


--- LETTER LXXVI 


Mr. Lovetace,; T¢ Joun Berrorp, E/g; — 
. Sask,: .. Uxbridge, Sat. Sept. 9- 
I Think x abfolately right that my ever-dear and beloved’ 
lady fhould be epened and embalmed. It muft be done 
out! of hand —this very afternoon. Your acquaintance 
Tomkins and old Anderfon of this place, whom | will bring 
with me, fhall be the furgeons. I have talked to the latter 
about it. - a 
I will fee every thing done with. that decorum which 
the cafe, and the facred perfon of my beloved require. 
.Every thing that can be done to preferve the charmer’ 
from decay, fhall alfo bedone. And when fhe auil/defcend 
to-her original duft, or cannot be kept longer, I will them 
have her laid in my family-vaule between my ewn father 
and mother. Myfelf, as 1am in sy foul, fo in perfon, chief” 
mourner. But her heart, to which I have fach unquefiion- 
able pretenfions, in which once I had-fo. large a fhare, and 
which I will prize above my own, I-avil/have.. I will keep: 
i in fpirits: It fhall never be out of my fight, And all the 
charges of fepulture too fhall be mine... ne 
: M64 Surely 
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Surely no-body will difpute my right to her. Whofe 


was fhe living? Whofe is fhe dead, but mine ?==Her . 


curfed parents, whofe barbarity to her, no doubt, was the 
true caufe of her death, have long fince renounced her. She 
left them for me. She chofe me therefore : And I was her 
hufband. What tho’ I treated her like a villain? Do I 
not pay for itnow ? Would the not have been mine had 
Inot? No-body will difpute but fhe would. And has 
fhe not forgiven me ?e=-J am then in flatu quo prizs with 
her—-Am I not !—as if I had never offended? W-hofe 
then can fhe be but mine? 

I will free you from your Executorfhtp and all your 
cares. 

Takc notice, Belford, that I do hereby actually difcharge 
you, and every body, from all cares and troubles relating 
to her. And as to her laft teftament I will execute it my- 
fl f. ek 
* 'There were no articles between us, no fettlements ; and 
fhe is mine, as you fee I have proved to a demontftration : 
Nor could fhe difpofe of herfelf but as I pleafed. D-—nation 
ay me then if I make not good my right againft all op- 
pofers | | 

Her bowels, if her friends are very folicitous about them, 
and very humble and forrowful (and none have they of 
their own) fhall be fent down to them—To be laid with 
ber anceltors—unlefs fhe has ordered otherwife. “For, ex- 
ecpt that fhe fhall not be committed to the unworthy 

earth fo long as fhe can.be kept out of it, her Will fhall be 
performed im every thing. .— 

I fend in the mean time for a lock of her hair. 

I charge you ftir not in any part of her Will, but by my 
exprefs direction. I will order every thing myfelf. For 
am I nother hufband? And being forgiven by her, am 
I not the chofen of her heart? What elfe fignifies her for- 
givenefs ? | aaa . 

‘I'he two infufferable wretches you have fent me, plague 
me to death, and would treat me like a babe in ftrings. 


‘Damn the fellows, what can they mean by it ?—=Yet that |' 


erippled monkey Doleman joins withthem. And, asI 
wear them whilper, they have fent for Lord M.—-To con- 
troul me, I fuppofe. ee ee 
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What can they mean by this ufage of me? Sure all the 
world is run mad but myfelf. They treat me as they ought 
every one of themfelves to be treated. The whole world 
is but one great Bedlam. G—d confound it, and every 
thing in it, fince now my beloved Clariffla Lovelace—no 


“more Harlowe—Curfe upon that name and every one ~ 


called by it. 
What I write to you for is, - | 
1. To forbid you intermeddling with any thing relating 
to her. .To forbid Morden intermeddling alfo. If I re- 
member right, he has threatened me, and carfed me, and 
ufed me ill. And let him be gone from her if he would 
avoid my refentments. , 
_ 2. To fend mea lock of her hair inflantly by the bearer. 
3. To engage Tomkins to have every thing ready for 
the opening and embalming. I fhall bring Anderfon with 
me. 
4. To get her Will and every thing ready for my peru- 
fal and confideration.. | . 
I will have poffeffion of her dear heart this very night ; 
and let Tomkins provide a proper receptacle.and {pirits, 


till I can get a golden one made for it. 


I will take her papers. And as no one can do her me- 
mory jultice equal to myfelf, and I will not fpare myfelf, 
Who can better fhew the world what fhe was, and what a 
villain he, that could ufe her ill? And the world fhall! 
alfe fee, what implacable and unworthy parents fhe had., 

All thall be fet forth in words at length. No mincing of 
the matter. Names undifguifed as well as facts. For as 
I fhall make the worft feurd in it myfelf, and have a right 
to treat myfelf as no-body elfe fhall; Who will controul 
me ? Who dare call me to account ? 

Let me know if the damned mother be yet the fubject 
of the devil’s own vengeance—if.the old wretch be dead 
or alive?) Some exemplary mifchicf I muftyetdo. My 
revenge fhall fweep away that devil and all my oppofcrs 
of the cruel Harlowe family, from the face of the earth. 
W hole hecatombs ought to be offcred up to the Manes of 
my Clariffa Lovelace. 


y+ Altho’ her Will may in fome refpects crofs mine, yet I 


expect to be obferved. I will be the interpreter of pcos 
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Next to mine, hers fhall be obferved, for fhe 1s my wife s 
and fhall be to all eternity. I will never have another. 

Adieu, Jack. I am preparing to be with you. I charge 
you, as you value my life or your own, do not oppoie 
me in any thing relating to my Clarifla Lovelace. 

My temper is intirely altered. I know not what it is! 
to laugh, or {mile, or be pleafant. I am grown choleric and. 
impatient, and will not be controuled. ae 

I write this in charaéters as I ufed to do, that no-body’ 
but you fhould know what I write. For never was any 
man plagued with impertinents, as I am. = = 

| ~R. Loveracer. 

. Ina feparate paper inclofed in theabove. 

Ler me tell thee, in characters ftiil, that Fam in a dread- 
fal way juft now. My brain is all boiling like a caldrom 
over a fiery furnace. What a devil is the matter with me, 
I wonder! I never was fo ftrange in my life. | 

- Intrath, Jack, I have been a moft execrablevillain. And 
when I confider all my actions by this angel of a woman, — 
and in her the piety, the charity, the wit, the beaaty I 

' have 4elped to dettroy, and the goad to the world I have 
thereby been a means of fruftrating, I can pronounce dam» 
mation upon myiclf. How then can I expect mercy any 
where elfe! ; ane 

I believe I hall havt no patience with you when I fee: 
you. Yous damned ftings and reflections have almoft - 
turned my brain. : 

But here Lord M. they tell me, is come! D—n him, and 
thofe who fent for him ! | = AG 8 

I know not -what I have written ¢ But her dear heart - 
and a lock of her hair I will have, let who wiH-be the 
paim-iayers ! For is fhe not mire ? Whofe clfe can fhe be ? 
She has no Father nor Mother, no Sifter, no Brother ; no 

Relations but me. And my beloved is mine; and I am 
hers ; «And that’s enough. —-But Ob t | 

She's out | The damp of death bas quench’d ber quite! 

Thofe fpicy doors, her lips, arc fout, clofe leck’d, _ 

Which never gale of lif feall open more! 

And is it fo! Is it éedeed fo ?>— Good Ged ! Good 
God !- But. they will net let’ me write on. I mutt 
dowa to this offitious peer— Who the devil fent for him ? 
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LETTER LXXVIL 
Mr, Berrorp, Jo RicHarp Mowsray, E/% 


Suaday, Sept. 10, 4 in the Afternoon. 
- HAVE yours, with our unhappy friend’s inclofed. I 
am glad my Lord is with him. AsI prefume that 
his frenzy wilt be but of fhort continuance, I moft earneitly 
, with that-on his recovery he could be prevailed upon to 


“ goabroad. Mr. Morden, who is inconfolable, has feen by 


the Will, that the cafe was more than 2 common feduétion. ; 


, and has dropt hints already, that he looks upon himfelf on 


_ that account to be freed from his promifes made to the 


i dying lady, which were, that he would not feek to avenge 


a a. re 2 


her death. You muft make the secovery of bis health the 
“motive for urging him on this head; for, if you hint at his 
' own fafety, he will not ftir, but rather feek the Colonel. 
As to the lock of hair, you.may eafily pacify him (as- 
ty once faw the angel) with hair near the colour, if he 
€ intent upon it. | | 
At my Lerd’s defire I wilh write on, and in my com: 


“mon hand ; that you may judge what is, and what is not 
~ fit to read to Mr. Lovelace at prefent. But as I fhall not: 


forbear reflections as I yo along, in hopes to reach his 
_ heart on hisrecovery ; I think it beft to direct myfelf to 
** ham ftill; and that as if he were not difordered. 

* As I fhall not have leifure to take copies, and yet am 
_ willing to have the whole fubject before me, for my own 
‘- future contemplation, I muft infift upon a return of my | 
letters fome time hence. Mr. Lovelace knows that this is 

’ one of my conditions ; and has hitherto complied with it. 
‘Thy. letter, Mowbray, is an inimitable: performance. 
‘Thou art a ftrange impenetrable creature. But let me 
mot earneftly conjure thee, and the idle flutterer Tourville, 
from what ye have feen ef poor Belton’s exx ; from our 
friend Lovelace’s freazy, and the occafion of it ; and from 
the terrible condition in which the wretched sinciair hes ; 
to fet about an immediate change of lite and manners, 
For my own part, I am determined, be your refolutions 
what they may, to take the advice I give. | 
| Abs witne/s j. Berrorn” 
| LE T- 
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Mr, Betrorp, Jo RoBerT Loverace, Eq; 


Lovelace! I have a fcene to paint in relation to the 
_ wretched Sinclair, that, if I do it juftice, will make 
thee ferioufly ponder and reflect, or nothing can. I will 
lead to it in order; and that in my ufual hand, that thy. 
com peers may be able to read it as well as thyfelf. 

When I had written the preceding letter ; not knowing 
what to do with myfelf; recollecting, and in vain wifhing 
for that delightful and improving converfation, which I 
had now for ever loft; I thought I bad as good begin the 
tak, which I had for fome tume patt re/o/ved to begin 
that isto fay, To go to church ; and fee if I could not 
reap fome benefit from what I fhould hear there. Ac- 
cordingly I determined to go to hear the celebrated preacher 
at St. James’s church. Butasif the devil (for fo I was 
then ready to conclude) thought himfelf concerned to pre- 
vent my intention, a vifit was made me juft as I was 
dreffed, which took me off from my purpofe. , 

Whom fhould this be from, but Sally Martin, accom. 
panied by Mrs. Carter, the fiter of the infamous Sinclair ; 
the fame, I fuppofe I need not tell you, who keeps the 
Bagnio near Bloomfoury. 

"Thefe told me thatthe furgeon, apothecary, and phy- 
fician, bad ail given the wretched woman over ; but that 
fhe faid, She could not die nor be at reft till fne faw me : 
And they befought me to accompany them in the coach, 
they came in, if I had one fpark of cuarity, of Chriftian 
charity, as they called it, left. 

Iwas very loth to be diverted from my purpofe by a re- 
quett {o unwelcome, and from people io hated ; but at laft 
went, and we got thither by ten: Where a {cene fo thock- 
ing pwefented itlelf to me, that the death of poor defponding 
Belton is not, I think, to be compared with it. 


The old wretch had once put her leg out by her rage | 


and violence, and had been crying, fcolding, curfing, 
‘ever fince the preceding evening, that the furgeon had 
told her it was impoffible to fave her ; and that a morti- 

’ fication had begun to fnew iticlf ; infomuch that purely in 
bt Ok com pafiion 
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compaffion to their own ears, they had been forced. to 

fend for another furgeon, purpofely to tell her, tho’ againit 

his judgment, and (being a friend of the other) to feem 

to convince Jim, that he mittook her cafe ; and that, if 
fhe would be patient, fhe might recover. But, neverthe-: 
lefs her apprehenfions of death and her antipathy to the 

thoughts of dying were fo ftrong, that their impofture had 

not the intended eifeét, and fhe was raving, crying, cur- 

fing, and even howling, more like a wolf than a heman 

creature, when I came; fo that as I went up itairs, I faid, 
Surely this noife, this howling, cannot be from the un- 

happy woman! Sally jaid it was, and affured me, that 

it was nothing to the noife fhe had made alJ night; and 

ftepping into her room before me, Dear Madam Sinclair, 

faid fhe, forbear this noife! Itis more like that of a bull 

than a woman!—Here comes Mr. Belford; and you'll 
fright him away, if you bellow at this rate. 

‘There were no le{s than eight of her curfed daughters 
f{urrounding her bed when I entered ; one of her partmers, 
Polly Horton, at their head; and now Sally, her other 
partner, and Madam Carter, as they called her (for they 
are all Madams with one another) made the number Ten: ~ 
All in fhocking difhabille, and without ftays, except Sally, 
Carter, and Polly ; who, not daring to leave her, had 
not been in bed all night. 

: The other feven feemed to have been but juft up, rife 
perhaps from their cutftomers in the fore-houie, and their 
nocturnal Orgies, with faces, three or four of them, that ° 
had run, the paint lying in ftreaky feams not half blowz’d 
off, difcovering coarfe wrinkled fkins :, The hair of fome 
of them of divers colours, obliged to the black-lead comb 
where black was aftfecied; the artificial jet, however, 
yielding apace to the natural brindle: That of others 
plaiftered with oil and powder ; the oil predominating : 
But every one’s hangins about her ears and neck in broken 
curls, or ragged ends; and each at my entrance taken 
with one motion, ftroaking their matted locks with both 
hands under their coifs, mobs, or pinners, every one of 
which was aiv ry. They were all flip-thoed; ftocken!-& 
fome ; only under-petticoated all ; their gowns, made to 
cover firaddling hoops, hanging trolloppy, and we 

out 


258 The Histoky cf 


~ 


about their heels; but haftily wrapt round them, as foon’ 


as I came up ftairs. And half of thein (anpadded, fhoulder- 


bent, pallid-lipp’d, feeble-jointed wretches) appearing from 
a blooming Nineteen or Twenty. perhaps over-night, hag- 


gard well-worn itrumpets of ‘Thirty-eight or Forty. 


I am the more particular in defcribing to thee the ap-- 


pearance thefe creatures made in my eyes when I came mto’ 


the room, becaufe I believe thou never faweft any of them, ° 


much le{s a group of them, thus unprepared for being feen: 


(a). I, for my part, never did before ; nor had I now, but © 


upon this occafion, been thus favoured. If thou hadf?, I 


believe thou wouldf hate.a profligate woman, as one of 
Swift’s Yaboos, or Virgil’s obfcene Harpyes, fquirting © 


their ordure upon the Trojan trenchers; fince the perfons 


of fuch in their retirements are as filthy as theit minds= * 


Hate them as muchas I do; and as much as I admire, and 
next to adore atruly virtuous and elegant woman : For to 
me it is evident, that as a neat and clean woman muft be 


an oi of a creature, fo a fluttifh one is the impureft 


animal in nature. | 
But thefe were the veterans, the chofen band ¢ for now- 
and-then flitted in, to the number of half a dozen or more, 


by turns, fubordinate finners, under-graduates, yoanger - 


than fome of the chofen phalanx, but not lefs obfcene in 
their appearance, tho’ indeed not {o much beholden to the 
plaiftering fucus; yet unpropt by ftays, fqualid, loofe in 
attire, fluggifh-haired, under-petticoated. only as the for- 
mer, eyes half opened, winking and pinking, mifpatched, 


yawning, ftretching, as if from the unworn-off effects of 


the midnight revel ; all armed in fucceffion with fupplies 
of. cordials, of which every one prefent was either tafter 
or partaker, under the direction of the Pretorian Dorcas, 
who now-and-then popp’d m to fee her flops duly given 
and taken. : 
But when I approached the o/d areteh, what a fpeCtac 
_ prefented itfelf to my eyes! | 
Her misfortune has not at all funk, but rather, as I 
| thought, 
(2} Whoever has feen Dean Swift’s Lady’s Dreffing-Rcoom, will! 
think this defcription of Mr. Belford not only more natural but more 
decent painting, a3 well as better juftified by the defign, and by the 
ule that may be made of it. 
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thought, increafed her Ach; rage and violence perhaps 
{welling her mufcly features. Behold her then, fpreading 
the whole-cumbled bed with her huge quaggy carcafe : 
Her mill-poft arms held up; her broad hands clenched 
with violence ; her big eyes, goggling and flaming-red as 
we-may fuppofe thofe of a falamander; her matted priefly 
hair, made irreverend by her wickednefs (her clouted head: 
drefs being half off ) {pread about her fat ears and brawny 
neck ; -her livid lips parched, and working violently ; her 
broad chin in convulfive motion; her wide mouth, by 
reafon of the contraction of her forehead (which feemed 
to be half-loft in its own frightful furrows) {phtting her 
face, as it were, into two parts; and her ee tongue 
hideoufly rolling in it ;- heaving, puffing, as if for breath, 
her bellows-fhaped and various-coloured breafts afcending 
by turns to her chim, and defcending ovt of fight,with the 
violence of her gafpings. -— 

This was the fpectacle, as recollection has enabled me 
to deferibe it, that this wretch made to my eye, when I 


‘ approached her bed-fide, furrounded, as I faid, by her 


fuffragans and daughters, who furveyed her with {couling 
f-ighted attention, which one might eafily fee had more 
in it- of horror, and felf-concern (and /e/f-condemnation 
too) than of love or pity ; as who fhould fay, See! what 
we ourfelves muift one day be ! | | 

As foon as fhe faw me, her naturally big voice, more> 
hearfened by her ravings, broke upon me: O Mr. Bel- 
ford! O Sir! fee what I am come to!—=5ee what I am 
brought to !—To have fuch a curfed crew about me, and. 
not one of them totake care of me!—But to let me tumble 
down fairs fo diftant fram the room I went from! jo 
diftant from the room I meant to goto! Ocurfed be every 
carelefs devil!——May this or worle be their fate every one 
of them ! 

__ And then fhe curfed and fwore more vehemently, and 
the more, as two or three of them were excufing them-- 
{elves onthe {core of their being at that time as unable 
to help themfelves as fhe. 

As foen as fhe had cleared the paflage of her throat by 
the oaths and curfes which her wild impatience made her 
attcr, fhe began ina more hollow and whining ee 90 
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bemoan herfzlf. And here, faid fhe — Heaven grant me 
patience! (clenching and unclenching her hands) am I to 
die thus miferably !—~of a broken leg in my old age !—= 
fnatch’d away by means of my own intemperance! Self- 
do! Self-undone!—No time for my affairs! No time to 
repent!——And in a few hours (Oh!—-Oh!~-with another, 
long howling O - - -h!—U—gheo! a kind of {creaming 
key terminating it) who knows, who can tell where I fhall 
be !—-Oh ! that indeed I never, never, had had a being ! 

What could one fay to fuch a wretch as this! whofe 
whole life has been fpent in the moft diffufive wickednefs, 
and who has more fouls to anfwer for, of both fexes, 
than the beft Divine in England ever faved Yet I told 
her, She muft be patient: That her violence made her 
worle: And that, if fhe would compofe herfelf, fhe might 
get into a frame more proper for her prefent circumftances. 

Who I? interrupted fhe: / get into a better frame’! 
J, who can neither cry, nor pray! Yet already feel the 
torments of the damn’d! What mercy can I expect ! What 
hope is left for me ?——--T'hen, that {weet creature! That 
incomparable Mifs Harlowe!———She, it feems, is dead 
and gone !==—=_O that curfed Man! Had it not been for 
‘him! I had never had This, the moft crying of all my 
fins, to anfwer for! And then the fet up another howl. 

And is fhe dead?—Indeed dead ? proceeded fhe, when 
-her howl was over—-—O what an angel have I been the 
-means of deftroying !=~For tho’ it was that wicked man’s 
fault that ever fhe was in my houfe, yet it was Mine, and 
Yours, and Yours, and Yours, Devils as we all were 
(turning to Sally, to Polly, and to one or two more) that 
he did not do her juftice! And That, T/atis my curfe, 
and will one day be yours! And then again fhe howled. 

I itill advifed patience. I faid, that if her time was fo 
fhort as fhe apprehended it to be, the more ought fhe to 
endeavour to compofe herfelf: And then fhe would at leaft 
die with more eafe to herfelf—and fatisfaction to her 
friends, I was going to fay —— But the word die put her inte 
a violent raving, and thus fhe broke in upon me. 

' “Die, did you fay, Sir? — Die!—I will not, I cannot 
die!=~I know not 4ow to die!—Die, Sir !—And mu/t I 
then die !——Leave this world !—I cannot bear it!-—- And 

who 
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who brought You hither, Sir, (her eyes ftriking fire at me) 
Who brought you hither to tell me I muft dr, Sir?—lI 
cannot, I will not leave this world. Let others die, who 
wifh for another! who expect a better !—I have had my 
plagues in This; but would compound for all fature hopes, 
fo as J may be nothing after This! And then fhe howled 
and bellowed by turns. 

By my faith, Lovelace, I trembled in every joint ; and 
looking upon 4er who fpoke This, and roared Thus, and 
upon the company round me, I more than once thought 
myfelf to be in one of the infernal manfions ! | 

Yet will I proceed and try for thy good if I can fhock 

thee but half as much with my detcriptions, as I was 
fhocked by what I faw and heard: | 
~ Sally—Polly—Sifter Carter! faid fhe, did you not tell 
~ me | might recover ? Didnot the /urgeon tell me I might? 
, And fo you may, cry’d Sally; Mr. Garon fays you 
may, if you’ll be patient. But, as I have often told you 
this blefied morning, you are readier to take defpair from 
your own fears, than comfort from all the hope we can 
give you. 

Yet, cry’d the wretch, interrupting, does not Mr. Bel- 
ford (and to im you have told the truth, tho’ you won’t 
to me; Does not he) tell me I fhall die ?—I cannot bear 
. it.) I cannot bear the thoughts of dying !— 

And then, but that half a dozen at once endeavoured 
to keep down her violent hands, would fhe have beaten 
herfelf ; as it feems fhe had often attempted to do from 
the time the furgeon popt out the word mortification to her. 

Well, but to what purpofe, faid I (turning afide to her 
Sifter, and to Sally and Polly) are thefe hopes given her, 
if the gentlemen of the faculty give her over ? You fhould 
let her know the worft, and then fhe mu? fubmit ; for 
there is no running away from death. If fhe has any mat- 
ters to fettle, put her upon fettling them ; and do not, by 
telling her fhe will live when there is no room to expe¢t 
it, take from her the opportunity of doing needful things. 
Do the f{urgeons atually give her over? 

‘ They do, whifpered they. Her grofs habit, they fay, 

gives no hopes. We have fent for both furgeons, whom 

- we expect every minute. 
Or 
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Both the furgeons (who are French, for Mrs. Sinclair 
has heard Tourville launch out in the praife of French 
Surgeons) came in while we were thus talking. I retired 
to the further end of the room, and threw up 2 window 
for a little air, being half poifoned by the effluvia arifing 
from fo many contaminated carcaffes ; which gave me no 
imperfeét idea of the ftench of gaols, which corrupting 
the ambient air, give what is called the prifon-diftemper. 

I came back to the bed-fide, when the furgeons had in- 
{pected the fracture ; and afked them, If there were any 
expectation of her life? | 

One of them whifpered me, There was none: That 
fhe had a ftrong fever upon her, which alone, in fuch 
a habit, would | erred do the bufinefs; and that the 
mortification had vifibly gained upon her, fince they were 
there fix hours ago. | 

Will amputation fave her? Her affairs and her mind 
want fettling. A few days added tq her life may be of 
fervice to her in both refpefts, : 

They told me the fracture was high in her leg ; that 
the knee was greatly bruifed ; that the mortificauion, in 
all probability, had fpread half-way of the Femur: And 
then, getting me between them (three or four of the wo- 
men joining us, and liftening with their mouths open, and 
all the figns of ignorant wonder in their faces, as there 
appeared of felf-iufficiency in thofe of the artifts) did they 
by turns fill my ears with an anatomical defcription of the 
leg and thigh, running over with terms of art; of the Tar/us, 
the Metatarfus, the Tibia, the Fibula, the Patella, the Os 
Tali, the Os Tibia, the Tibialis Poficus and Tibialis Anticas, 
up to the Os Femoris, to the Acetabulum of the Os Ifchion, 
the Great Trochanter, Glutes, Triceps, Levidus, and Little 
Rotators; im fhort, of all the mufcles, cartilages, and 
bones, that conftitute the leg and thigh frem the great toe 
to the hip ; as 1f they would fhew me, that all their fcience 
had penctrated their heads no farther than their mouths ; 
while Sally lifted up her hands with a Laud blefs me! Are 
all Surgeons fo learned !—~-But at laft both the gentlemen 
declared, That if fhe and her friends would confent to 
amputation, they would whip off her leg in a moment. 


Mrs, 


i 


Mii Clariffa Harlowe: 263 


Mrs. Carter afked, To what purpofe, if the operation 
would not fave her ? 

Very true, they faid; but it might be a fatisfaction to 
the patient's friends, that all was done. that could be done. 

And fo the poor wretch was to be lanced and quartered, 


_as I may fay, for an experiment only! And, without any 


hope of benefit from the operation, was to pay the fur- 


-Beons for tormenting her! 


- Icannot but fay 1 have a mean opinion of both thefe 
gemlemen, who, tho’ they make a figure it feems in their 
way of living, and boaft not only a French extraQion, but 
a Paris education, never will make any 1a their practice. 

_ How unlike my honett Englih friend Tomkins, a plaia, 
ferious, intelligent man, whofe art lies deeper than in 


.words ; who always avoids parade and jargon: and en- 


deavours to make every one as much a judge of what he 
is about as himfelf. | 

_ All the time the furgeons rnn on with their anata- 
mical procefs, the wretched woman moft frightfully roared 
and bellowed ; which the gentlemen (who shewed them- 
felves to be of the clafs of thofe who are not affected with 
the evils they do not fce/) took no other notice of, than 
by railing their voices to be heard, as fhe raifed bers—~Be- 
ing evidently more follicitous to increafe their acquain- 
tance, and to propagate the notion of their full, than to 
attend. to the clamours of the poor wretch whom they 
were called in to relieve ; tho’ by: this very means, like 
the dog and the fhadow in the fable, they loft both aims 
with me; for I never was deceived in one rule, which I 
made early ; to wit, That the fillet water is the deepef,. 
while the bubbling ftream only betrays fhallownefs; and 
that ftones and pebbles lie there fo near the furface, to °: 
point aut the beft place to ford a river dry-fhod. . 

As no body cared to tell the unhappy wretch what every 
one apprehended mutt follow, and what the furgeons con- 
vinced me foon would, I undertook to be the denouncer 
of her doom. Accordingly, the operators being with- — 
drawn, I fat down by the bed-fide, and faid, Come, Mrs. 
Sinclair, let me advife you to forbear thefe ravings at the 
careleffnefs of thofe,who, I find, at the time, could take no 


care of themfelves ; and fince the accident bas beppenes: 
| an 
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and cannot be remedied, :to refolve to make the bef of | 
the matter: For all this violence but enrages the malady, | 
and you will probably fall ‘into -a delirium, if:you. give 
way to it, which will deprive you of that reafon which 
you maps to make the beft.of, for the time it. may be 
enbyou.,, 49st ech. Ge sa Be mo | 
| Sie teatied) her head towards me, and hearing me fpeadk 
wrth a.determmed voice, and feeing me affume as detey- 
mined an.asr, became more calm and attentive. . 
| went on, telling her, that-I.was glad, from the hints fhe. 
had given,. to find-her concerned for her.paft: mif-fpent 
life, and particolarly for the: part fhe had-had in the ruin 
of the moft excellent woman on earth; That if fhe 
would compofe herfelf, and patiently. fubmit to the con- 
feqaence of an evil fhe had brought upon herfelf, it might 


poflibly be happy..for her yet. Mean time, continued I,= _ 


tell me, with temper aad calmnefs, Why you-was fo de- 
firoustofeeme? 9s 2 0 5 1 
She feemed to be in great confufion of. thought, and. 
turned her head this way and that ; and atdaft, after much 
hefitation, faid, Alas for me! I hardly know what I 
. wanted with you. When I awoke from my intemperate 
trance, and found what a -curfed: way I was in, my con- 
fcience {mote me, and 1 was for catching, like a drowning 
wretch, .at every:ftraw. I wanted to fee every-body and 
any-body but thofe I-did fees every-body. whom I thought 
could give me comfort.. Yet could I expect none from 
You neither ; for you had declared yourlelf my enemy, 
altho’ I had never done you harm :. For what, Jackey, 
in her old tone, whining thro’ her nofe, was Miis Has- 
lowe to you ?—~But /6e is happy !—-But oh! what will be- 
come of me ?—-Yet tell me (for the furgeons have told you 
_ the truth, no doubt) tell me, Shall J do well agam ?: May 
I recover? If I may,:1 wil begm a newicourfe of: life : 
As I hope to-be faved I will. Ill renounce you all—every 
‘one of .yow (looking round her) and {crape all I can toge- 
ther, and‘live alife of penitence ; and.when I die,. leave 
it all to charitable ufes-——I will, by my foule—Every doit 
of it-to charity—But this once, lifting. up her rolling eyes, 
and folded hands (with a wry-mouthed:earneftnefs, in 
which every maufcle'and feature of her face bore its part) 
I this 
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this one time-—Good God of heaven and earth, but this 
once! this once! repeating thofe words five or fix times, 


fpare thy poor creature, and every hour of my life fhall - 


be.penitence and atonement : Upon my foal it fhall { 


Lefs vehement ! a little lefs vehement ! faid I—It is not | 


for me, who have led fo free a life, as you but too well 


know, to talk to you in a reproaching ftram, and to fet - 


before you the iniquity you have lived in, and the many | 


fouls you have helped to deftroy. But as you are in fo 
penitent a way, if I might advife, it fhould be to fend for 
a good Clergyman, the purity of whofe life and manners 


may make all thefe things come from him with a better _ 


e than they can from me. 


How, Sir! What, Sir! interrupting me ; Send fora — 
Parfon !—-Then you indeed think I fhalldie! Then you . 
ehink there is no room for hope !==A Parfon, Sir!—Who . 


fends for a Parfon, while there is any hope left? The 
fight of a Parfon would be death immediate to me !|—I 
cannot, cannot die !—Never tell me ef it !==_What ! die { 
What ! cut off in the midi of my fins! | 

And then fhe began to rave again. 


I cannot bear, faid I, rifing from my feat with a ftern _ 


air, to fee a reafonable creature behave {o outrageouily l== 


Will this vehemence, think you, mend the matter? Will . 


it avail you any thing? Will it not rather fhorten thé life, 


you are fo defirous to have lengthened, and deprive you 
of the only opportunity you can ever have to fettle your 
affairs for both worlds ?~This is but the common lot: And 
if it will be yorrs foon, looking at ber, it will be alfo yourss 
and yours, and yours, fpeaking with a raifed voice, and 
turning to every trembling devil round her (for they all 
fhook at my forcible application) ; and mizealfo. And 
you have reafon to be thankful, that you did. not perith 


in that act of intemperance, which brought you to this: ~ 


For it might have been your neck, as we// as. your leg ; 


and then you had not had the opportunity you ‘now have 


for repentance—And the Lord have mercy upen you | 
into what a State might you have awaked? =>: 


Then did the poor wretch fet up an inarticulate fright- 


ful howl, fuch a one as I never before heard uttered, as if 


already range infernal had taken hold of her ; and feeing | 
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evéry one haif-frighted,: and me motioning to withdraw, - 
O pity me, pity me, Mr. Belford, cried fhe, her words - 
interrupted by groans. I find you think I fhall die! And * 


ewhat I may be, and where, in a very few hours—Whae - 


can tell ? 


~ 


I told her it was in vain to flatter her : It was my opi - 


nion fhe wonld not recover. a 
T was going to re-advife her to calm her fpirits, and en- 


deavour to refign herfelf, and to make the beft of the- - 
opportunity yet left her ; but this declaration fet her into . 
a moft outrageous raving. She would haye torn her hair, - 
and beaten her breaft, had not fome of the wretches held : 
her hands by force, while others kept her as fteady as - 
they could, left fhe fhouldagain put out her new-fet leg : 


So that, oe her thus incapable of advice, and in a pers - 


fe& phrenfy, 
ing the room ; and that their beft way was to fend for a 


told Sally Martin, that there was no bear- ‘ 


Minifter to pray by her, and to reafon with her, as foon as 


thé fhould be capable of it. 


And fo I left them; and never was fo fenfible of the bene- 


fit of frefh air, as I was the moment J entered the ftreet. 


Nor is it to be wondered at, whenit is confidered, that 


to “the various. ill fmells, that will be always found in a: ' 
clofe ftrck-bed room (fince generally when the Phyfician | 
comes, the Air js fhut out) T4is of Mrs. Sinclair was the 


more particularly offenfive, as, to the fcent of plaifters, em- 


brocations, and ointments, were added the ftenches of fpi- - 


ritwous liquors, burnt and unburnt,-of all denominatigns : 
For one or other of the creatures, under pretence of colics, 
gripes, qualms, or infurreCtions, were continually calli 

for fupplies of thefe, all the time I wasthere. And yet this 


is thought to be a genteel houfe of the fort: And all the - 
profticutes in it, are proftitutes of price, and their vifiters. . 


people of note. 

O Lovelace ! what lives do moft of us Rakes and Liber. 
tines lead! What company do we keep! And, for fach 
company, what fociety renounce, or endeavour to make 
like thefe! 

.What woman, nice in her perfon, and of purity in her 


_mind and manners, did fhe know what miry wallowers the | 


generality of men of our clafs are in themfelves, and 
eo , conftantly 
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conftantly trough and fty with, but would deteft the 
thoughts of aflociating with fuch filthy fenfualifts, whofe | 
favourite tafte carries them to mingle with the dregs of’ . 
ftews; brothels, and common-fewers. | 

Vet, to fuch a choice are many worthy women be- 
trayed, by that falfe and inconfiderate notion, raifed and 
propagated, no doubt, by the author of all delufion, Thag 
a reformed Rake makes the beft busband. We Rakes, in- 
deed, are bold enough to fuppofe, that women in general 
are as much Rakes m their Azarts, as the Libertines fome 
of them fuffer themfelves to be taken: with, are in’ their 
pra&ice.* A‘fappofition therefore, which, it behoves per- 
foris of true honour of that Sex, ‘to difcouhtenance, by ~ 
rejeting the addrefs of every man, whofe charaéter will 
not ftand the teft of that virtue, which is the glory of 2 
woman : And indeed, I may fay, of a man too: Why 
fhould it not ? | 

How, indeed, can it be, if this point be duly weighed, 
that a man who thinks alike of all the Sex, and knows it 
to be in the ‘Jower of ‘a wife to do him the greateft dif- 
honour mian can receive, and doubts not het wii/ to do 
it, if Opportunity offer, and importunity be not Wanting : 
That /uch a one, from principle, fhould be a good hus- 


| band to any woman? And, indecd, little do innocents 
* think, what a total revolution of manners, what a change 


of fixed habits, nay, what a conqueft of a bad nature, is 
required, to make a man a good husband, a worthy fa- 
ther, and true friend, from principle; efpecially when it 
is confidered, that it is not in-a man’s own power to re- 
form when he will. This (to fay nothing of my ownexpe- 
rience) thou haft found in the progrefs of thy attempts upon 
the divine Mils Harlowe. For whofe rcmorfes could be 
either deeper, or more frequent ? and whofe more tran. 
fient ?— : oo, : 
Don’t be difgufted, that I mingle fuch grave refle@icns 
as thefe with my narratives. It becomes me, in my prefent 
way of thinking, todo fo, when I fee in Mifs Har- 
lowe, how all human excellence, and in poor Belton, 
how all inhuman libertinifm, and am near feeing in this 
abandon’d woman, how all diabolical profligatenefs, end. 
And glad fhould I‘be, for youfown fake, for your 
—_ N2 {plendid 
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fplendid family’s fake, and for the fake of all your inti-p. 
mates and acquaintance, that you were labourmg under 
the fame impreffions, that fo we, who have been com- . 
panions in (and promoters of one another’s) wickednefs, . 
might join in a general atonement to the utmoft of our 
power. : . 
T came home refleéting upon all thefe things, more edi- 
fying to me than any Sermon I could have heard preached : 
And [ fhall conclude this long letter with obferving, that 
altho’ I left the wretched howler in a high phrenfy-fit, _ 
which was exceflively fhocking to the by-ftanders ; yet 
her phrenfy is the happieft part of her dreadful condition : 
For when fhe is herfelf, as it is called, what mutt be 
her refteCtions upon her paft profligate life, throughout 
which it has been her conftant delight and bufinefs, devil- 
like; to make’ others as wicked as herfelf ! What muft her 
terrors be (a Hell already begun in her mind!) on look- 
ing forward to.the dreadful State fhe is now upon the verge 
of —But I drop my trembling pen. 
| To have done with fo foockiag a fubjet? at once, we fhali 
take notice, That Mr. Belford, in a alah letter, 
 eurites, that the miferable woman, to the furprize of 
"the operators themfelves (thro? bourly increafing tor- 
tures of body and mind) held out fo lang as till Thur/~ 
day Sept. 21. And then died in fuch agovies, as 
 perrified inte a@ tranfitory penitence all the wretches 
about her. | 


LETTER LXXIx. 
Colonel Morven, To Joun Betroan, £/9; 


Dear Str, Sunday Night, Sept.10. - 
Ccording to my promife, I fend you an account of 
matters here. Poor Mrs. Norton was fo very ill 
upon the road, that, flowly as the herfe moved, and the 
chariot followed, I was afraid we fhould not have got her 
to St. Alban’s. We put up there as I had intended. I was 
in‘ hopes ‘that fhe would have been better for the ftop :. But 
I was forced to leave her behind me. I ordered the fervant- 
maid you ‘vas fo confiderately kind as to. fend down with 
her, to be very careful ef her ; and left the chariot to 
2 | | attend 
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. attend her. She deferves all the regard that can be paid 


her.; not only upon my coafin’s account, but on her own. 


. She is an excellent woman. 


. more flowly ftill, the crofs-road we were in bein a rough, 


e 


When we were within five miles of Harlowe-place, I 
put on .a hand-gallop. I ordered the herfe to proceed 
and haying more time before us than I wanted ; for ¥ 
withed not the herfe to be in till near dafk. 


- I get to my-confin’s about 4 o'clock. You may believe 


} founda mournful houfe. You defire me to be very mi- 
aay : 
entrance into the court, they were all in motion. 


| Srey cap ee whom I faw had {welled eyes, and looked 


with fo much concern, that at firft I apprehended fome 


> sew difafter had happened in the family. 


_ Mr. John and Mr.. Antony Harlowe and Mrs. Hervey 


were. there. They all helped.on one another 's grief, as 


they had before each other’s hardnefs of heart. 
My coufir James met me at the entrance of the hall, 


_. His countenance expreffed a fixed concern; and he de- 


fired me to excufe his behaviour the laft tame I was. theve. 
My coufin Arabella came to me full of tears and grief : 


oO. coufin |. faid fhe, hanging upon my arm, I dare not 


afk you af queftions t—-Aboat the approach of. the herie, 


- Tfuppofe the meant. 


T myfelf was. full of grief ; and without going Farther 


-or fpeaking, fat down in the hall, in the firft chai. 


The brother fat down on one hand of | me, the filter on 
the other. Bothwere filent. The latter-intears. . 
Mr. Antony Harlowe came to me foon after. His face 


Was overf{pread with all the appearance of woe. He re- 


quefted me to walk into.the parlour ; where, as he faid, 


- were all his fellow- -mourners. 


I attended him in. My coufins pemes: and Arabella 


' followed me. 


A perfeét concert of grief, as I may fay, broke out 
the moment I entered the parlour. 

My coufin Harlowe, the dear creature’s Father, as foom 
as he faw me, faid, O coufin, coufin, of all our family, 


you are the only one, who have nothing to — youre 


nial with !~-You area bape qnan | The 
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_- The poor Mother bowing, her head to me in fpeechlefs 
_prief, fat with her handkerchief -held to her eyes, with 
one hand. The other hand was-held by her fifter Hervey, 
between both hers ; Mrs. Hervey weeping upon it. 
Near the window fat Mr. John Harlowe. His faceand 
his body were turned from the forrowing company. His 
- eyes were red and {welled.. a 
My confin Antony, at his re-entering'the parlour, went 
towards Mrs: Harlowe —- Don’t—dear fifter, faid he! = 
.- 'Yhen towards my coufin Harlowe=Don’t—-dear brother ! 
Don’t thus give way—And without being able to fay 
another word, went to 2 corner of the parlour, and, want- 
ing himfelf the comfort he-would fain have given, funk 
. into a chair, and audibly fobbed. a 
_ Mifs Arabella followed her uncle Antony, ashe walked 
in before me’; and feensed as.if the would have {poken to 
_ the pterced mother. fome words of comfort. But fhe was 
‘ unassete atter them, and got behind: her mother’s chair ; 
and inclining‘ker face over it on-the unhappy lady's thoul- 
der, feemed to claim the confolation that mdulgent parent 
safed, but then was unable toaffordher. 
Young Mr. Harlowe with alt his vehémence of ‘fpirit, 


wae sow fubdoed: His felf-reproaching- cohfeienet, 20 
am oe gO RR BE AY 


doubt, wasthe caufe of it. 
‘gpoment, in a manner deprived themall:of motion, and 
turned their fpeech into. fighs:and groans [—Efow to be 
pied, how greatly to be pitied; -all of them! But how much 
"to be curfed that abhorred Lovelace, who, as it feems, By 
rarts uncommon, and a villainy without example, has been 
- the fole author of a woe fo complicated and extenfive !— 
God judge me, as—But I ftop-——The man {s your friend ! 
~—He already fuffers, you tell me, in his intellect—Reftore 
him heaven to Thai—THf I find.the matter come ont, as I 
apprebend it will — Indeed her own hints of his ufage of 
her, as in her Will, and in her firft Letter to me, are 
enough !—Nor think, my beloved coufin, thou darling of 
my heart! that thy gentle fpirit,’ breathing charity and 
forgivenefs to the vileit of men, fhall avail him { ; 
-. But once more J ftop—Forgive me, Sir1—-Who could 
behold fuch a {cene, who could recolle& it, in nin 2 
ee ee a defcribe 


And what, Sir, muft their thoughts‘be,: which at that - 
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~defcribe .it (as minutely as you withed me to relate how 
this unhappy family were affected on this fad occafion) 
every one of the mourners nearly related to himfelf, and 
not be exafperated againft the author of all ? - 

_. As I was the only perfon (grieved as J] was myfelf, from 
whom any of them, at that inftant, could derive comfort 3 
Let us not, faid I, my dear coufin, approaching the in-- 
confelable Mother, give way to a grief, which however 


_ juft, can now avail us nothing. We hart ourfelves, and. can- 


-not recall ‘the dear creature for whom we mourn. |. Nor 
would you with it, if you knew with what affurances of 
eternal happinefs fhe left the world, — She is happy, 
Madam ! eo Decend upon. it, fhe is happy! And comfort 
yourfelves with that affurance. . a * 

. - Oconfin, coufin! cried the unhappy mother, with- 


drawing her hand from her fitter Hervey, and prefiing 
, mine with it, You -know not what a child J have loft f-— 
. Then in. a lower voue, And: sew loi [That it is that 


makes the lofs infup 


-..., ‘hey: all. joined in a-kind of melancholy chorus, and 


each accufed him aad: herfelf, and fome of -themy one en- 
other, But the eyes. of all in turn, were caft apon my 


, coufin James as the perfon who had up the general 
: nafs againit a oi Ww 5 


weet a creature... While he was 
hardly able to-bear his own remorfe.; Nor Milfs Harlowe 
hers ; She breaking ont into words, How tauntingly did I 
write to. her !. How barbaroufly did Iinfulther! Yet how 


ap y did the take it |+-Who would have thought the 
| -been fo near her.end.!-—O brother, brother !—bue 

a for yuo ee 

. Doublenot upon me, faid he, my own woes !-I have 


every thing before me that has pafled !—I thought only to 
.xeclaim a dear creature that erred !. L. intended not to 
break her tender heart !==But it was the villainous Love- 


. lace who did that——Not any of us !—-Yet, coufin, did the 


not attribute all to me?—I fear fhe did!——Tell me only, did 
fhe name me, did the /peak of me, in her laft hours ? ] hope 
fhe, who could forgive the greateft villain on earth, and 

plead that. he may be fafe from our vengeance ; I Lope 
-the could forgive me -- - =) ot  ettee 
ae . ca N 4. | 3 She 
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She died bleffing you all ; and juftified rather than con- 
. demned your feverity to her. 

Then they fet up another general lamentation. We fee, 
faid her father; Enough we fee, in her heart-piercing 
, letters to us, what a ha py frame fhe was in a few days 
_ before-her death : But did it hold to the laft ? Had fheno 
epg Had the dear child no heart-burnings ? 

None atall !—~I never faw, and never halt fee, fo blefled 
a departure: And no wonder, for I never heard of fuch a 
- préparation, Every hour for weeks together was taken 
- upin it. Let this be our comfort--We need only to with 
for fo happy an end for ourfelves and for thofe who are 
neareft to out hearts. We may any of us be grieved, for 
aéts of unkindnefs to her: But had all happened that once 
‘fhe wilhed for, the could not have made a happier, per- 
haps not fo happy, an end. 

foul! and dear {weet foul! the Father, Uncles, 
Sifter, my coafin Hervey cried eut all at once in sects 
of anguith inexprefibly affet 
}.. We mak for ever be di ‘for thofe ats of unkind. 
_ nefs to fo fweet a child, cried the unhappy Mother !— 
.. Indeed, indeed. (foftly to her Sifter Hervey} I have been 


_ too paflive, mech teo paffive, in this cafe!——The tem- 


ip sain quiet I have been fo ftudious. all: my ite to pre- 
e, has a me everlafting a a > 
"Fhere the 
Dear ce was all Mrs. Hervey could fay. fe ol 
I have done but half my duty to the deareft and moft 
ious of children, refumed the forrowing mother !— 
Nay, not half l—How have we hardened our hearts againtt 
her tears choaked up the paflage of her words, 
_My piel dearcft Sifter again was all Mrs. Hervey 
could fay. 
Would to Hevea: proceeded, exclaiming, the poor 
_ mother, I had bat once feen her! ‘Then turning to my 
Coufim James and his Sifter—O ry Son! O my Arabella! ! 
.if WE were to receive as little mescy—' 
_ _ And there again fhe ftopt, her teats’ imterrapti her 
farther ee Every one, all the time, remaining hel ; 
‘ N their 
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their countenances fhewing a grief in their hearts too big 
for expreffion. 
Now you fee, Mr. Belford, that my. deareft coufin 


could be allowed all her merit !—-What a dreadful thing. 


is oe upon a conduét fo perverfe and unna- 
tural ? 

O this curfed friend. of yours, Mr. Belford! This de- 
tefted Lovelace |—To him, To him is owing— 

Pardon me, Sir. I will lay down my pen-ull I have te 


covered my temper. 
Oxe in the Mor 


"Iw vain, Sir, have I endeavoured to comport sii 


“to reft. You withed me to be very  eeegsl Br I cannot 
: eae it. This melancholy fubject fills: my 


whole mind. [I 

proceed, tho’ ic be midnight. _ 
. About fix o’clock the herfe came to the oatward-gate, 
The Parifh-church is at fome diftance ; but the wind fitting 
fair, the afflicted family were ftruck; jut before it came, in- 7 
toa frefh fit of grief, on hearing the funeral bell tolled in a 


_ Very folemn manner. A refpect as it proved, and as they 
. all gueffed, paid to the memory of the dear deceafed out 


of officious love, as the herfe paffed near the church, 
Judge, when their grief was fo great in expeation of 

it, what it muft be when it arrived. 
es fervant came in to acquaint us with what its lum-- 
heavy noife up the paved inner court-yard apr 


’ perio us of before. 


Fle fpoke not. He could not {peak. He looked, bowed,, 


and withdrew. 


I ftept out.. No one elfe could then ftir. Her brother, 
however, faon followed me.. 

When I came. to the door, I beheld. a fight vory af. 
fecting. 

-You have heard, Sir,. how univerfally my coufin 


was beloved. By the poor and middling fort ially, 


no young lady was ever fo much beloved. Aad with: 
reafon : She was the common patronefs of all the honeit 


: poor in herneighbourhood.. ~ 


It is natural for us in every deep and-fincere ‘grief. to ine 


. tereft all we know in what is fo concerning to-ourfelves: 
The fervants of the aun feems,.had told their _— 
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and thofe-rheiry, that, tho’ living, their dear young lady 
could not be. received nor looked upon, -her body was 
perniitted to be brought home. The fpace of time. was fo 
- confined, that thofe who knew when fhe died, muft eafily 
guefs near the time the herfe was to come. ‘A herfe, paffing 
thro’ country villages, and from London, however flendefly 
. attended (for the chariot, as I have faid, waited upon poor 
_ Mrs. Norton) takes every one’s attention. Nor was it 
hard to -guefs whofe: this-muft be, tho’ not adorned by 
_efcutcheons, when the crofs-roads to Harlowe-place were 
. taken, a3 foon as it came within fix miles of.it: fo thatthe 
Herfe, and the folemn Tolling of the Bell, had drawn to- 
gether at leaft fifty of the neighbouring men, wémen, and 
children, and fome of good appearance. Not a ‘foul of 
them, it feems, with le eye; and each lamenting the 
death of this:admifed lady, who, as Iam told, never ftitred 
~ out; but fomebody was the better for her. _ oe 
“+ Phefe, when the coffin. was taken oat of the herfe, 
crouding about it, hindered; for a few moments, its being 
. carried m; the young a ftrugeling who fhould bear 
it 4 ‘and yet with refpefal wwhi/perings, rather than cla- 
_ morots contention. A mark of veneration I had never be- 
-¥ore-feen paid, upon any occafion, in-all my travels, from 
. the under-bred Many, ‘from whom noife is penerally in- 
fepardble in See crnarers “At laft fix maidens were 


permitced tocasry it m-by the Ax Kandle#i 2 
The corpfe was thus borne, with the moft folemn ye- 
_ Spe&; into the hall, and placed for the prefent upon two 
_ fools there. The plates, and emblems, and infeription, fet 
every one gazing upon the Lid,and admiring. T he more, 
- when they were told, that all was of her own ordering. 
‘Phey. withed to be permitted a fight of the corpfe; but 
rather mentioned this as their wifh than their hape.. When 
they had all fatished their curiofity, and remarked “upon 
the emblems, they difperfed, with bleffings.upon her she- 
mory, and with tears and lamentations ; pronouncing her 
to be happy; and inferring, that were She not fo, what 
: ‘would become of ‘Them? While others ran over with re- 
_ petitions of the good fhe delighted‘to do. Nor were there 
wanting thefe among them, ‘who heaped curfes npon the 
man‘who was the authorof her fall, cs rie 
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The fervants of the family then got about the coffin. 
"They could not before. And that afforded a new fcene 
. of forsow: But a-filent one; for they fpoke‘only by their 
eyes, and by fighs, looking upon the lid, and upon one 
. another, by turns, with bands lifted up. The prefence. of 
_ their young mafter poflibly. might awe them, and caafe 
. their grief to be expreffed:only in dumb thew. 
-As for Mr. James Harlowe (who had accompanied mie, 
. but withdrew when he faw the croud) he ftood looking upon 
_ the lid when the people had left it, with a fixed attention : 
Yet, I dare fay, knew not a fymbol or letter upon it‘at 
_ that moment, had the queftion..been atked: him. In a 
profound reverie he ftood, ‘his arms folded, his head ‘on 
rie fide, and marks of flapefaction imprinted upon every 
feature. she 7 ie 
- But when the-corpfe was carried into the leffer parlour, 
. adjoining to the hall, which fhe ufed to call ber parlour, 
and put on a table in the middle of the room, ‘and the 
_ Father and Mother, the two Uncles, her- Aunt Hervey, 
aad ber Sifter came in (joining her Brother and me, whh 
trembling feet, and eager woe) the fcene was itll more 
affegting. Their forrow was. heightened, no doubt, by 
the remembrance: of their unforgiving feverity: And now . 
_. Seeing before them the. receptacle that contained-the glory 
.of their family, who fo lately. was driven thence by their 
indifcreet violence (never, never more to be reftored to 
them !) no wonder that their grief was more than common: 


They would have with-held the Mother, it feems, froin 
coming is: But when they.could not, tho’ undeterminéd 
. before, they. all bore her company, led on-by an impulfe 
they could not refift. Fhe poor lady bue juft caft her eye 
_apon the coffin, and then fnatched it away, retiring wh 
_. paffionate grief towards the window ; yet addreiling her- 
+felf, with clafped hands, as if to ‘her beloved daughter ; . 
iO my child! ‘my child! ened the ; thou pride of my hope! 
Why was: I: not permitted to {peak pardonand peace to 
thee }-~@ forgive thy cruel mother! +» , ae 
. Her Son {his heart ther foftened, as his eyes frewed) 
-befought her to. withdraw: And her woman lookifg in 
-at that: nioment, he NS afift himr-in conductmg 


qe NY her 
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his Father going out at 


her lady into the middle.parlour : And then returning, met 
A door, who. alfo had but juft caft 

his eye on the coffin, and yielded to my entreaties. to 

withdraw, | e . Bsus 


His grief was too deep for utterance, till he faw" his 


fon coming in; and then, fetching a heavy-groan, Never, 
" faid he, was forrow like my forrow !=-O.S0n! San !—jn 


‘@ reproaching accent, his face turned: from him. 
T attended him thro’ the middle parlour, endeavouring 


' 0 confgle him. His Lady was there in agonies. She toek 
_ hus eye. He made a motion towards her: @ my dear, 


\ 


faid he—But turning hort, his eyes as full.as his heart, he 

haitened thro’ te the great parlour: And-when there, he 

defired me to leave him to.himéelf. a 
Her uncles and her fifter looked and turned away, looked 


-gnd tumed away, very: often open the emblems, in filent 


forrcow. Mrs, Hervey would have read to:them the in- 


, {cription—Thefe words the did.read, Hore the wicked ceafe 


from troubling: But could read no further. Her tears fell 


_ in large drops upon the plate fhe was contemplating, and 


fort them All. . aa 
‘Bat here I will clofe this letter, in order.tofend it ta 


yet fhe was defirous of gratifying a curiofity that mingled 


ho’ fhe often wiped her eyes as they flowed. _ 
Judge you, Mr. Belford (for you have great humanity) 
how J muit be affetted. Yet was I forced to try to com- 


- Impatience .with. rgd he becaufe fhe could not gratify it, 


" you in the morning early. Neverthelefs, I will begin ap- 


_ other, upon fuppefition that my doleful prolixity, will not 
ce eeable to you. Indeed I am altogether indifpofed 
‘ for Re 


» as I mensioned before. So can.do nething bet 
write. I have alfo more melancholy fcenes to paint.. My 


_ pen, if I may fo fay, is untired. Thefe fcenes are frefh 


in my memory: And I myfelf, perhaps, may owe to 
‘you the favour of a reviewal of h ike with fuch other 
papers as you fhall think proper to-oblige-me with, when 


vy graf has given way to milder melancholy, 
“My 3 this fetter, hall 


fe.vant, in his way to you with 


eall at Se. Alban’s- upon good woman, thathe may — 


inform you how fhe does. Arabella afked me after 


her, when I withdrew to my chamber ; to-which fhe com- 
a ae 4 ; 


plaifantly 


~— ae mee, eee) eS | Se 2s. 
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_ phhifantly accompanied me. She was much concerned at 
. the bad. way: we left her in; and faid her mother would 
No wender that the dear departed,. who: forefaw the 
 remorfe that would fall to thé lot of this unhappy family 
when they camé to-.have the news of. her: death confirmed 
to them, was fo grieved :for their apprehended prief, and 
endeavoured to.cemfort them by her poffhumous letters. 
But it was ftill a greater genesofity: in her to wy. to excafe 
them to me,. as fhe did when we were alone tegether.a 
few hours before the died ;, ind te aggravate more than 
(as far as I can find). fhe ought te have done, the only 
- error fhe was ever guilty of: The mote freely however 
. perhaps (exalted creature !) that I‘might think the better 
of her friends, although at her own expence.’ I am, deer 


Pour faithful and obedient Servant,. 3 
a "Wi. Monven, 
LETTER: LXXX. 
| Colonel MORD EN. . In Continuation 
JHEN the unhappy mourners were all retired, I 
7 dire€ted' the lid of the coffin to be unfcrewed, and 
caufed fome-frefh aromatits and flowets to be put into it: 
The corpfe was very little altered, netwithitanding 
- the journey. The fweet fmile remained: 
. . The maids who brought the flowers were ambitious of 
‘ftrewing them about it; They: poured forth frefh lamen- 
tations over her; each wnne e had been fo happy as 
“to have been- allowed to attend her in London. One of 
them particularly, who is, it feems, my coufin Arabella’s 
perfonal fervant, was more clamorous in her Brief than 
the reft ; and-the- moment fhe- turned her back, all the 
ethers allowed -fhe had reafon for it. I enquired after- 
‘wards about her, and found, that this creature was fet over 
my dear coufin, when flie was confined to her chamber by 
. their indifcreet feverity.  - le 8 
:. Good heaven ! that they fhould treat, and foffer thas 
‘ to be-treated, a-young lady, who was qualified to-give 
haws to all her family! i" a 
rn : ‘When: 


(278 | The Hrsrory of 

When my coufins were told, that the lid was unfcrew*d, 
they prefs’d in again, all but the mournful Father: and 
Mother, as if by confent. Mrs. Hervey ki@ed ber pale 


- lips. Flower of the world ! was all fhe could fay:; and 


gave place to Mifs Arabella ;: who kiffing the forehead of 
. wer whom fhe had fo cruelly treated, could only fay, to 
: Igy coufin James (looking upon the. corpfe, and. upon 
. him) O Brother !—While he, taking the fair lifelefs hand, 
kiffed it, and retreated with precipitation. , 
. Her two Uncles were fpeechlefs. They. feemed to 
- wait each other’s example, whether to look. upon the 
corpfe, or not. I ordered the‘ lid to be replaced; and 
then they preffed forward, asthe others again did, to take 
a laft farewel of the cafket which fo lately contained 
, fo xch a jewel. . : Se 
Then it was that the grief of each found fluenter ex- 
‘ preffion ; and the fair corpfe was addreffed ta (with all 
. the tendernefs that the fincereft love and warmeft admi- 
ration could infpire) by each, according to their different. 
degrees of relationthip, ‘as if none of therk had before 


looked upon her. She was their very Niece, both uncles » 


faid ; The injured Saint, -her uncle Harlowe; The fame 
‘Amiling Sifter, Arabellal— ‘The dear creature! all of 
_them— The fame benignity of countenance! ‘The fame 
{weet compofure! The fame natural dignity. —Sde was 
ueftionle(s happy ! That fweet {mile betokened Jer being 
“fo; Themfelves mot unhappy !-—— And then,once more, the 
_ Brother took the lifelefs hand,and vowed Revenge upon it, 
on the curfed i of all this diftrefs. | 
The unhappy parents propofed to take one -laft view 
and farewel of their once darling daughter. The Father 
was got to the parlour-door, after.the inconfolable Mo- 
ther : But ncither of them were able to enter it. The 
«Mother faid, She muft once more {ee the child of her heart, 
or fhe fhould never enjoy herfelf. But they both agreed 
to refer their meiancholy curiofity till the next day ; and 
- hand in hand retired inconfolable, and fpeechlefs both, 


‘their face: overfpread with woe, and turned from each — 


- other, as unable each to behold the diftrefs of the other. 
; .. When all were withdrawn, I retired, and fent for my 
coufin James, and acquainted hun with his fiiter’s requeft 
c oof -* m 
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>in relation to the difcourfe to be pronounced at her interr- 


ment ; telling him, how neceffary it was, that the Mi- 


- nafter,. whoever he were to be, fhould have the earlieft no- 
' tice given him that the cafe would admit. 


’ He lamented the death of the reverend Dr. Lewen,who, 
as he faid, was a great admirer of his fifter, as fhe was of 
‘him, and would have been the fitteft of all men for that 
office. . : 
He fpoke with great afperity of Mr. Brand, upon whofe 


-light enquiry after his fifter’s charaf&er in town, he wa 
. willing to lay fome of.the blame due to himfelf. - 


- Mr. Melvill, Dr. Lewen’s affiftant, muft, he faid, be the 


man; and he praifed him for his abilities, - his elocution, 


and unexceptionable manners ; and promifed to engage 
him early in the morning. : ie | 
- He called out his Sifter, and the was of his opinion. So 
¥ left this upon them. 
_ ‘They both, with no little-warmth, hinted their difa 
probation of you, Sir, for their fifter’s Executor, on the 
{core of your intimate friendfhip with the author of her ruif. 
You muft not refent any thing I fhall communicate to 
you of what they fay on this occafion. Depending that 
you will not, I fhall write with the greater freedom. — - 
I told thern how much my dear coufin was obliged to 
your friendfhip and humanity: ‘The injundtions-fhe had 
Jaid you under, and your own inclination to obferve them. 
I faid, That you were a man of hqnour: That you were 
defirous of confulting me, becaufe you would not willingly 
Pive'offence to any of them; and that I was very fond of 


: cultivating your favour and correfpondence. 
.~? "Pheydard, ‘There was no need of an Executor out of 


their family, and they hoped that you, Sir, -would relin- 
quith {0 annecefary a truft, as they called it. My coufin 
James declared, that he would write to you as foon as the 
funeral was over, to defire that you would do fo, upon 
proper affurances that all that the Will prefcribed fhould 
‘be performed. . " 

- J faid, You were a man of refolution: That I thought 


he would hardly fucceed ; for that you made a point of 
. honouyzof i, fgets i0a woe ay po REN 


A 


» 
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I then fhewed them their Sifter’s pofthumous Letter to 
you; in which fhe confeffes her obligations to you,. and 
regard for you, and for your future welfare (a). You may 
believe, Sir, they were extremely affected wath the peru- 
fal of it. | : 

They were furprized, that I had given up to you the 


proceed of her grandfather's eftate, fice his death. f. 


told them plainly, that they muft.thank themfelves if any 
thing difagreeable tothem occurred from their fifter’s de- 
mife ; deferted and thrown into the hands. of ftrangers, as 
fhe had been. | , ; 
. They faid,they would report all I had {aid to their father 
and mother ; sddior: That great as their trouble was, they 
found they had. more ftill to come. But if Mr. Belford 
-ewere to be the Executor of herWill,contrary to their hopes, 
they befought me to take the trouble of tranfa&ting every 
thing with you ; that a friend of the man, to whom they 
owed all their calamity, might not appear tothem. — 
_ hey were extremely moved at the text their fifter 
jad chofen for the fubject of the funeral difcourfe (6). & 
had extracted from the Will that article, {uppofing it pro- 
bable, that I might not fo foon have an opportunity to 
fhew them the Will itfelf, as would otherwife have been 
neceflary, on account of the interrment : Which cannot 
be delayed. . . 
Monday morning between Eight and Nine. 
- Pus unhappy family are preparing for a mournful 
meeting at breakfaft. Mr. James Harlowe, who has had 
“gs little reft as 1, has written to Mr. Melvill, who has 
romifed to draw up a brief Eulogium on the deceafed, 
‘Mis:Howe is expected here by-and-by, to fee, for the 
laft time, her beloved friend. i 
. Mifs Howe, by her nara ee defires fhe may not be 
taken any notice of. She ‘not tarry fix minutes, was 
the word. Her defire will be eafily granted her. . 
Her fervant, who brought the requeft, if it were de- 
nied, was to return, and meet her ; for the was ready to 
-{et out in her chariot when he got on horfeback, — 


(+) Hes poonaa6, 0) Sen tbe Wil, age oe 
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'_._-If he met her not with the refufal, he was to ftay here 
sll the came.. I am, Sir, 


Your faithful bumble Servant, 
: Wiiitram Morpsn. 


— LETTER LXXXi 
Colanl Morven. In Continuation, 


—  Srr, | Monday, Afternoon, Sept. 11. 
Ww: are fuch bad comrpany here to one another, that 
: it is fome relief to retire, and write. | 
, _& was fummoned to breakfaft about half an hour after 
nine. Slowly did the mournful congrefs méet. Eaehy 
. liftlefs and {piritlefs, took our place, with {wollen eyes 
. Inquiring, without expecting any tolerable account, hew 
each had refted. . | : 
The forrowing Mother gave for anfwer, That fhe fhould 
never more know what Reft was. ae : 
. By the time we were well feated, the bell ringings the 
_ @utward gate opening, 2 chariot rattling over the . pave- 
maent of the court-yard, put them into emotion. — -.. 
I left them ; and was juft time enough to give MifsHow 
- my hand, as fhe alighted : Her maid in tears remaining in 
the chariot. ) Wen oie. 1E 
. | think you told me, Sir, you never faw Mifs Howe. 
She is a fine graceful young lady. A fixed melancholy 
on her whole afpect, overclouded a vivacity and_ fire, 
‘which, neverthelefs, darted now-and-then through the 
awful gloom. I fhall ever refpe& her for her love to my 
dear coufin. os 
Never did I think, faid the, as fhe gave me her hand, 
to enter more thefe doors : But, living or dead, my Cia- 
rifa brings me after her any-whither! = - ; 
She entered with me the little parlour. The moment fhe 
faw the coffin, fhe withdrew her hand from mine, and with 
impatience puthed afide the hd. As impatiently fhe re- 
moved the face-cloth. In a wild air, fhe clafped her uplifted 
hands together ; and now looked upon the corpfe, now 
“up to Heaven, as if appealing her woes to that ? Her bo- 
fom heaved and flutter’d difcernible thro” hex ssi 
| : or ef, 
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chief, and at laft fhe broke filence ; ~—O Sir ] See. you” 


* not here !==See you not here—the Glory of her Sex ?— 


. Thus by the.moft villainous of yours—Thus—laid low | 


O my bleffed Friend, faid fhe !— My fweet Compa- 


_nion !—-My lovely Monitrefs ! —kiffing her lips at every 


tender invocation. And is this All !— Is it All, of my 
Crarissa’s Story! | See 2 ‘ 

‘Then, after a fhort paufe, and a profound figh, fhe 
turned to me, and then to her breathlef$ friend — But és 
fhe, can fhe, be. really dead!—O no! no!— She: only 


_ fleepsp—Awake, my beloved Friend! My fweet clay-cold 


Friend, awake! Let thy Anna Howe revive thee, my, dear 


~_ ¢reature !——by her warm breath revive thee |. And, kiffing 


a 


her again, Let my warm lips animate thy cold ones! 
Then, fighing again, as from the bottom of her heart, 


., and, with an air, as if difappointed that the anfwered not, 


And can fuch perfection end thus !—And art thou really 


and indeed flown from thy Anna Howe !—O my unkind 


Crarissa! oe Loch oe 
‘She was. filént a few moments, and then, feeming to re- 


"cover herfelf, fhe turned to me—~Forgive, forgive, Mir. 


Morden, this wild frenfy !— I am not myfelf !—I never 


Shall be !~You know not the Excellence, no, not ba/fthe . 


: . Excellence, that is thus laid low !—~Repeating,. This can- 


not, furely, be All of my Cuarissa’s Story! i 
Again paufing, One tear, my beloved friend, didft thou 


_allow me !—But this dumb forrow !—O fora tear to cafe 


- any full-{waln heart, that is jut burfting !—~ oe SS 
-. Bat why, Sir, why, Mr. Morden, was the fent bither ? 


Way not to we ?-—She has no Father,no Mother, no Re- 


lations ; no, not oze /=~They had all renounced her. I was 


tpathizing friend And had not I the beft rightto 


- mmoy dear creature's remains ?>—And muft Names, without 


Nature, be preferred to fuch a Love as mine? - 
_ Again fhe kiffed her lips, each cheek, her forehead —~ 


and fighed as if her heart would break— 


flection give me !— O my blefled. Friend! Whe knows, 


- But why, why, faid fhe, was I with-held fom feeing 


my dearetft dear friend, before fhe commenced Angel ?—~ 


Delaying ftill, and too eafly perfuaded to delay, the friendly 
vific that my heart panted after ; what pain will this re- 


who 
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. who knows, had I come in time, what my cordial com- 
fortings might have done for thee ! - | 
But—-looking round her, as if fhe apprehended feeing 
fome of the family— One more kifs,myAngel, my Friend, 
my ¢ever-to-be-regretted loft Companion! And let me fly 
this hated houfe, which I never loved bat for thy fake !— 
Adieu, then, my deareit Clarissa !—Tbow art happy, I 
doubt not, as thou afiuredit me in thy laft letter !—O may 
we meet, and rejoice together, where no villainous Lovee 
_ daces, no hard-hearted Re/ations, will ever fhock our into~ 
cence, or ruffle our felicity }. ee 
Again the was filent, unable to go, tho’ feeming to in- 
tend it; ftruggling, as it were, with her grief, and heaVe 
ing with anguifh: At laft, happily, a flood of tears gufhed 
from ‘her eyes—Now !=-Now ! —faid fhe, fhall l-~hall 
Je~be-eafier. But for this kindly: relief, my heart would 
have burft afunder—More, many more tears than théfe 
are due tomy Ciaaissa, whole counfel has done ‘for 
- me what mine could not do for her |—But why, looking 
eamefily upon her, her hands clafped and lifted up—Bue 
. why do-I thus lament the Ha pry ? ‘And that thou art fo, 
is my comfort. Itis, it is, my dear creature! kiffing her 


' -- Exeufe me, Sir: (turning to me, who:was as muth 
- moved as herfelf) ; I loved the dear creature, as never | 
. woman loved another. Excafe my frantic grief. How 
- has the Glory of her Sex fallen a victim to villainy, and 
to hard-heartednefs ! 7 | : 
Alison faid I, they’ All have it !--Now indeed ‘they 
- . And let them have it !—-lI fhould bely my Love for the 
_ friend of my heart,were I to pity them!—But how dnhappy 
am I (looking upon the Corpfe) that I faw her not before 
thefe Eyes were: ftut, before thefe Lips were for ever 
clofed !— Ole! Sir, you know not the wifdom that con- 
tinually flowed from thefe Lips, when fhe {poke !—Nor 
what a Friend [ have loft! 

Then, furveying the Lid, the feemed to take in at once 
the meaning of the emblems: And this gave her fo much 
freth grief, that cho’ the feverai times wiped her eyes, fhe 

was unable to read the infcription and texts; - ear 
= er¢fore 
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_ therefore to me, Favour me, Sir, I pray you,. by 2 Ihe, 
with the defcription of thefe emblems, and with thee texts: 
- And if I might be allowed a lock of the dear creature's 
irom = 

I told her, that her Executor would order both ;. and 
. would alfo fend her a copy of her Will; in which fhe 
would find the moft grateful remembrances of her Lovefor 
her, whom the calls The Sifter of ber Heart. =. *  - 
.  juftly, faid the, does fhe call me fo; for we had but 
. one heart, but one foul, between us: And now my better 
half is torn from me— what foall £ do? ae 

But looking round her, on a fervant’s ftepping by the 

door, as if again fhe had apprehended it was fome of the 
family—Once more, faid the, a folemn, an everlaftiag 
adieu !—Alas! for me, a folemn, an everlafting adieu ! 
_ ‘Then ‘again embracing her face with both her hands, 
and kiffing it, and afterwards the hands of the dear de- 
. ceafed, firft one, then the other, the. gave’ me her hand ; 


and, quitting the room with precipitation, ruth’d into her 


" chariot ;‘and, when there, with profound fighs, and a freth 
burft of tears, unable to fpeak, the bowed her head to me, 
_and wasdrivenaway. gi, si 5. hee Re 8 
The inconfolable company faw how much I had been 
“moved, on my return to them. , Mr. James. Harlowe had 


. been telling them what bad paffed between him and me: — 


. And, finding myfelf unfit for company, and obferving, 


: that they broke off talk at my coming-in ; I thought.:t 


“proper to leave them to their confultations. 


‘ 


Sir, the very recollection of this affecting {cene has left me 
- nearly as unable to proceed, as I was, juft.after it, to con- 


verfe with my coufins, Iam, Sir, with great trath,. :— 


Your moft obedient humble Servant, » 
WiiiiaM Morpsn.. 


LETTER LXXXIL 
Colonel MoRDEN. In Continuation. 
Luelday morning, Sept. 12. 


| ” | 
HE good Mrs. Norton is arrived, a Tittle amended 


in her.{pirits : Owing to the very pofthumous lettess, 
: say sats = as 


d here I will put an end to this letter; for indeed, 


ey tY gp #- &” 


fe. pe. 
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as F may call them, which you, Mr. Belford, as well as I, 
apprehended would have had fatal effects upon her. 
cannot but attribute this to the right turn of her mind, 
It feems fhe has been inured to afflictions ; and has lived 
ina conftant hope of a detter life, and, having no aéts of 
unkindnefs to the dear deceafed to reproach herfelf with, 
is moft confiderately refolved'to exert her xtmoff fortitude, 
in order to comfort the forrowing Mother. 

O Mr. Belford, how does the character of my dear de- 
parted coufin rife upon me from every mouth!—Had the 
been my own child, or my fifter !—But do you think, that 
the man who occafioned this great, this extended ruin=— 
But I forbear. 

The Will is not tobe looked into, till the funeral rites 
are performed. Preparations are making for the folem- 
nity; and the fervants, as well as principals, of all the 
branches of the family are put into deep mourning. 

Thave feen Mr. Melvill. He is a ferious and fenfible 
man. I have given him particulars to go upon in the dif- 


— courfe he is to pronounce at the funeral: But had the Iefs _ 


need to do this, as I find he is extremely well acquainted 
with the whole unhappy ftory ; and was a perfonal ad- 
mirer of my dear coufin, and a fincere lamenter of her 
misfortunes and death. The reverend Dr. Lewen, whois 
but very lately dead, was his particular friend, and had 
onte intended to recommend him to her favour. 


I am juft returned from attending the afflifted — 
in an effort they made to fee the corpfe of their paiey 
child: ‘Fhey had requefted my company, and that of the 
good Mrs. Norton. A laft leave, the Mother faid, the 
muft take. | | 

An effort, however, it wag, and no more. The mo- 
ment they came in fight of the coffin, before the lid. could 


be put afide,O my dear, faid the Father, retreating, Ican- 


not, I find I cannot, bear it!— Had I--Had I—Had I 
never been hard-hearted!-—-Then turning round to his 
Lady, he had but juft time to catch her in his arms, and 
prevent her finking on the floor. O my deareft life 4 
{aid he, This is too much !—<—Too much indeed !-—Let 


_ us, let-us retixe. Mrs. Norton, who (attragted by the oe 
, . u 
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ful.receptacle) had but juft left the good Lady, haftened 


to hereDear, dear woman, cried- the unhappy Parent,- 


flinging her arms about her neck, Bear me, bear me, | 


hence |—O my child | my child! My own Clariffa Har- . 
~ lowe! Thou pride of my life fo lately !—Never, never | 


more, mutt I behold thee! | 


J fupported the unhappy father, Mrs. Norton the finke . 


ing mother, into the next parlour. She threw herfelf on 
a fettee there: He into an elbow-chair by her: The good 


woman at her feet, her arms clafped round her waift.: 


The two Mothers, as I may call them, of my beloved 


coufin, thus ténderly engaged !-—W hat a variety. of diftrefs 


in thefe woeful {cenes ! a 

The unhappy father, in endeavouring to comfort his 
lady, loaded himfelf. Would to God, my dear, faid he, 
would to God, I had no more to charge myfelf with, than 
you have l—~ You relented 1+ You-would have prevailed 
upon me to relent! ee 


The greater my faule;-faid fie, when I knew that — 


difpleafure: wae: carried: too high, to acquiefce, as I 
did! . What a barbarous parent was I, to let two angry 


. 


To fach a third [-— 


children make me forget that I was.mother to a third— - 


Mrs. Norton ufed arguments and prayers to comfort 


her-—-O my dear Norton, anfwered the unhappy lady, You 


5 


was the dear creature’s wore natural Mother !—=—Would - 


to heaven I had no more to anfwer for than you have ! 
Thus the unhappy pair unavailingly recriminated, till 
my -coufin Hervey entered, and, with Mrs. Norton, con- 


duéted up to her own chamber the inconfolable Mother. | 


‘The two Uncles, and Mr. Hervey, came in at the fame 
time, and prevailed upon the afflicted Father to retire with 
them to his—Both grving ap all thoughts of ever feeing 


mare the child, whofe death was fo delervedly regretted - 


by.them.- 7 
Time only, Mr.-Belford, can combat with advantage 


{uch a heavy deprivation asthis, Advice will not do,while — 


the lofs is recent. Nature will have way given toit (and 
fo it ought) sill forrow has in a manner exhaufted itfelf ; 
and then Reafonand Religion will come in feafonably with 
their powerful aids, to saife the drooping heart.) 

| I 
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I fee Leve no face that is the-fame I faw at my firft arri- 
val. Proud and haughty every countenance then, unyielding 
to intreaty : Now, how greatly are they-humbled f—The 
atmot diftrefs is apparent in every protracted feature, and 
in every burfting mufcle, of each difconfolate mourner. 
Their eyes, which fo lately flathed anger and refentment, | 
now are turned-to every one that approaches them, as if 
: imploring pity !——- Could ever wilful bard-beartednef be 

‘more foverely punifbed | | 

The following lines of Juvenal are, upon the whole, . 
spplcaPle tothis Houfe and Family. Ihave revolved , 

em many times fince Sunday evening : 


! Haumani generis mores tibi niffe velenti 
” Sufficit una’ domus: paucos confume dies, &S 
" Dicere te miferum, pofiquam illine veneris, aude. a 


Let me add, Tat Mrs. Norton has communicated - 
to the family the pofthumous letter fent her. This letter 
:| affords a foundation for fatzre confolation to them; but ~ 
|| atpre/ent it has new-pointed their grief, by making them 
‘| refleét on their cruelty to fo excellent a Daughter, Niece, 
-| and Sifter (aj. Iam, dear Sir, , 

as Your faithful humble Servant, 

— Wma. Morven. 
(a) This letter contains in fabftance : ‘ Her thanks to the good woe” 
“© man for her care of her in her infancy ; for her good inftruCtions, and, 

* the excellent example fhe bad fet her: with folf-xccufations of ava. — 
|, © nity and prefumption, which lay Jorkiag in her beart unknown to hers — 
| Alf, till her ealamives (obliging her to Jook into herfelf) brought 


@23- if -4™ —_-~ 


“ them to light. . 
‘ She expatiates upon the benefit of afflictions to a mind modeft, | 
: © fearful, and diffident. 
i | © She comforts her on her early death ; having finthhed, as fhe fays, 
© her probatory courfe, at fo early a time of life, when many are not 
« ripened by the Sunthine of Divine Grace for a better, till they arc 
 £ g0, Go, or 70 years of age. . . 
~~ Lhope, fays' foe, that my father will grant ‘the requeft I have | 
+. © made to him in my Jaft Will, to let you pafs the remainder of your 
, | * days at my Dazry-boufe, as it ufed to be called, where once I pro- 
1 | © mifed myfelf to be happy in you. Your difcretion, prudence, and _ 
’ | © oeconomy, my dear good woman, will make your prefiding over 
i 1 © the concerns of that: houfe, as beneficial to them, as it can be 
1 | © convenient to you, For your fake, my dear Mrs, Norton, , nore 
os pe . aoa ey 
I . 
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| LETTER LXXXIIL 


Colonel Morven. In Continuation, 
an | Thurfday Night, Sept. 14. 
E are juft returned from the folemmecstion of the 

‘laft mournful Rite. My coufin James and his 
Sifter, Mr. and Mrs. Hervey, and s4eir daughter, a young 
Lady whofe affection for my departed Coufin thall ever 
bind me to her; my coufins John and Antony Harlowe, 
my¥elf, and fome other more diftant relations of the names 
of Fuller and Allinfon (who to teftify their refpect to the 
memory of the dear deceafed, had put themfelves in mourn- 
ing, felf-invited) attended 1¢. 24 

‘The Father and Mother would have joined in thefe laft 
honours,’ ad they been able: But they were both very 
much indifpofed ; and continue tobe fo. - : 

The inconfolable Mother told Mrs. Norton, that the 
two Mothers of the fweeteft Child in the world, ought 
not, on this occafion, to be feparated. She therefore de- 
fired her to ftay with her. _ 

The whole folemnity was performed with great dece 
and order. The diftance from Harlowe-place to the Ch 
is about half a mile. All the way the corpfe was attended 
by great numbers of people of all conditions, | 


~ 


¢ they will make you this offer, And, : if they do, I hope you will 
© accept of it, for theirs." 7 | 


She remembers herfelf to her fafter-brother in a very kind manner t 


And charges her, for his fake, that fhe will got take too much to — 


heart what has befallen her. 
' She concludes as follows : 


¢ Remember me, in the laft place, ‘to all my kind well-withers of | 


* your acquaintance ; and to thofe whom I ufed to call my Poor. 
« They will be Gon’s Poor, if they truftin Him. I have taken fuch 
¢ care, that I hope-they will not be lofers by my death. Bid them 
© therefore rejoice ; and do You alfo, my reverend comforter and 
© fpftainer (as well in my darker, as in my fairer days) likewife re- 
¢ joice, that Tam fo foon delivered from the evils that were before 
©“ me; and thatlam NOW, when this ccmes to your hand, as J 
‘ ear 4 truft, exulting in the mercies of a gracious God, who has 
* conducted me thro” the greateft trials in fatety, and put fo happy 
. 7 aes = my rts tema and diftreffes : And who, I moft hum- 
y truft, will, in his own time, give us a jo ing i 
$ the regions of sternal bledietnelsy i ssa 


Ie . 
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It was nine when it entered the church. Every corner 
_of which was cro-.ded. Such a profound, fuch a filent 
refpeét did I never fee paid at the funeral of princes. Aa 
attentive fadnefs overipread the face of All. 7 

The Eulogy pronounced by Mr. Melvill was a very pa- 
thetic one. He wiped his own eycs often; and made every 
body prefent ftill oftener wipe theirs. a 
_ ‘Yhe-auditors were moftt particularly affe€ted, when he 
told them, that the folemn text was her own choice. 

He enumerated her fine qualities, naming with honour 
their late worthy Paftor for his authority. Pia 
_ Every enamerated excellence was witneffed to in dif- 
ferent parts of the church in refpectful whifpers by dif- 
ferent perfons, as ef their own knowlege, as I have been 
fince informed. 
~ When ke pointed to the pew where (doing credit to Re- 
ligion by her example) fhe ufed to fit or kneel, the whole 
auditory, as one perfon, turned to the pew with the mo 
refpeCtful folemnity, as if fhe had been herfelf there. 

When the gentleman attributed condefcenfion and min- 

led dignity to her, a buzzing approbation was given to 

the attribute throughout the church; and a poor neat wo- 
man urder-my pew added, ‘ That fhe was indecd all gra- 
* cioufnefs, and would fpeak to any body.’ | | 
. Many eyes ran over, when he mentioned her charities, 
her well-judged charities. And her reward was decreed 
from every mouth, with interjections from fome, and thefe 
words from others, ‘ The poor will dearly mifs her.” __. 

The chearful giver, whom God is faid to love, was al- 


- lowed to be ber: And a young lady, I am told, faid, It 


was Mifs-Clariffa Harlowe’s care to find out the unhappy, 
upon a fudden diftrefs, before the fighing heart was over- 
whelmed by it. ° 
She had a fet of poor people, chofen for their remark- 
able honefty and ineffeGtual induftry. Thefe voluntarily 
paid their laft attendance. on their benefactrefs ; and 
mingling in the church as they could croud near the eyle 
where the corpfe was on Stands, it was the lefs wonder. 
that her praifes from the Preacher met with {uch general 
and fuch grateful whifpers of approbation, 


qd 
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Some it feems there were who knowing her unhappy 
" ftory, remarked upon the dejected looks of the Brother, 
- and the drowned eyes of the Silter ; ‘ O what would they 
-* now give, they’d warrant, had they not been fo hard- 
« hearted !’—-Others purfued, as I may fay, the fevere 
Father and unhappy Mother into their chambers at home. 
‘anf "Phey anfwered for their relenting, now, that it was 
* toolate!— What muft be their grief ?-—~No wonder they 
"© gould not be prefent !’ 
Several expreffed their aftonifhment, as people do every 
“hour, ‘* that a man could live whom fuch perfections could 
“ not engage to be juft to her,’ to be 4umane, I may fay. 
‘And who, her rank and fortune confidered, could be 
‘fo difregardful of his own ixteref, had he had no other 
‘motive to be juft!— o 
The good Divine, led by his text, juft touched upon 
‘the unhappy ftep that was the caufe of her untimely fate. 
He attributed it to the State of things below, in which 
' there could not be abfolute perfection. He very politely 
touched upon the noble difdain the thewed (tho’ earneftly 
follicited by a whole fplendid family) to join interefts with 
a man, whom ‘the found unworthy of her eiteem and cone 
fidence ; and who courted her with the utmoft earneftnefs 
to accept of him. 


What he moft infifted upon was, the happy End fhe - 


sade ; and thence drew confolation to her relations, and 
inftrution to the auditory. 

In a word, his performance was fuch as heightened the 
reputation which he had before in a very eminent degree 
obtained. | 
- When the corpfe was to be carried down into the vault, 
(a very fpacious one, within the church) there was great 
crouding to fee:the coffin-lid, and the devices uron it. 
Particularly two gentlemen; muffled up in cloaks, preffed 
forward. Thefe it feems were Mr. Mullins.and Mr. Wyer- 
ley : Both of them profeffed admirers of my dear coufin. 

When they came near the'coffin, and caft their eyes 
upon the lid, ‘ Jn that litle fpace, faid Mr. Mullins, is 
‘ included all human excellence !"—And then Mt. Wyer- 
Jey, unable to contain himfelf, was forced to quit the 
_ ehurch; and we hear is very ll, ie 

Ie 


Sy fz. fo = 


M: fs Clariffa Harlowe. 291 

It is faid, that Mr. Solmes was in a remote part of the 
church, wrapped round in a horfeman’s coat: And that 
he thed tears feveral times.. But I faw him not. 

Another gentleman was there incognito, in a pew near 

_ the entrance of the vault, who had not been taken notice 
of, but for his great emotion when he looked over his 
pew, at the time the coffin was carried’ down to its laft 
place. This was Mifs Howe’s worthy Mr. Hickman. 

_. My coufins John and Antony, and their nephew James, 
chofe not to defcend into the vault among their departed 
ancettors. 

Mifs Harlowe was extremely affected. Her Con/cience, 
as well as her Love, was concerned on the occafion. She 
would ge down with the corpfe of her dear, her only 
Sifter, fhe faid : But her Brother would not permit.it. And 
her overwhelmed eye purfued the coffin till fhe could fee 

| no more of it: And then fhe threw herfelf on the feat, 
and was near fainting away. 
_ T accompanied it down, that I might not only fatisf 
myfelf, but you, Sir, her Executor, that it was depofited, 
.as fhe had dire@ted, at the fect of her grandfather. | 
Mr. Melvill came down, contemplated the lid, and 
fhed a few tears over it. I was fo well fatisiied with his 
difcourfe and behaviour, that I prefented him on the fo- 
lemn {pot with a ring of fome value; and thanked him 
for his performance. : 5 | 

‘And here I left the Remains of my beloved coufin; 

having befpoken my own place by the fide of her coffin. 
~ On my return to Harlowe-place, I contented .myfelf 
| ‘with fending my compliments to the phils parents, 
_and retired to my chamber. Nor am I afhamed to own, 
1s that I could not help giving way to a repeated fit of hu- 
manity, as foon as I entered it. _ 
Sede M - Jam, Sy, “g 
Your moft faithful and obedient Servant, 
Se Past dee Wm. Morpen. 
P.S. You will have a letter from my confin 
‘ James, who ne iad prevail upolt you to - - 
relinquifh the‘Executorfhip. It has not my __ 
encouragement, a oe EO See, 
Oz LET- 
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LETTER LXXXIV. . 


Mr. BeLForD, Zo Witit1am MorpDeEN, E/y; 


Dear Sir, . Sarurday, Scpi. id. 
Orce had thoughts to go down privately, i: oxder, 
B difguifed, to fee the latt iclemnity perfcrnicd. Bat 
there was no need to give myfelf this meianc:.o-y rouble, 
fince your laft letter fo naturally defcribes all that paned, 

that I have every {cene before iny eyes. . 
- You croud me, Sir, methinks, into the filent flow pro- 
cefion—-Now with the facred bier do I enter the awful 
‘porch : Now meafv eI, with fuleriin paces, the venerable 
eyle: Now, emulave of a relauonfhip to her, placed in 
a near pew to the eye-attracting coffin, do I liften to-the 
moving Eulogy. Now, thro’ the buz of gaping, eye- 
{woln crouds, do I defcend into the clammy vault, as a 
true Executor, to fee that part of her Will performed with 
‘my own eyes. There, with a foul filled with mufing, do 
I number the furrounding monuments of mortality, and 

‘contemplate the prefent ftillnefs of fo many once buf} 
-vanities, crouded all into one poor vaulted nook, as if 


the living grudged room for the corps of thofe, which 


when animated, the earth, the air, and the waters, could 
hardly find room for. Then feeing her placed at the feet 
‘of him whofe earthly delight fhe was ; and who, as I find, 
afcribes to the pleafure the gave him, the prolongation of 
‘his own life (2) ; fighing, and with averted face, I quit 
.the folemn manfion, the fymbolic coffin, and, for ever, 
the glory of her Sex, and afcend with thofe, who, in a’ 
‘few years, after a very fhort blaze of life, will fill up 
other fpaces of the fame vault, which now (while they 
‘mourn only for her, whom they jointly perfecuted) they 
prefs with their feet. | oe 
Nor do your affecting defcriptions permit me here to 
ftop : But, afcended, I mingle my tears-‘and my praifes with 
.thofe of the numerous fpectators. I accompany the af- 
flicted mourners back to their uncomfortable manfion ; and 
make one in the general concert of unavailing woe ; till 


(a) See Vol. L p. 29. ee i E> 
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retiring, as I imagine, as they retire, like them, in reality, 
I cive-up to new icenes of folitary and {leeplefs grief; re- 
flecting upon the perfeciions I have feen the end of ; and 
having no relief but from an indignation, which makes 
me approve of the refentments of others againft the ua- 
bapty man, and thole equally unhaj py relations of bers, to 
whom the irreparable lofs is owing. 

Forgive me, Sir, thefe reflections ; and permit me with 
This, to fend you what you declined receiving till the Fu- 


neral was over=—~, 


‘He gives him then am account of the money and effects 
avhich he fends him down by this opportunity, for the 
Legatees at Harlowe-place, and in its neighbourhood ; 
ewhich he dzfires him to difpole of accorling to the Will,” 

He alfo fends him an acccunt of other fteps he has taken 
in purfuance of the Will; and defires to know, if Mr, 
Harlowe expe&s the difcharge of the faneral expences 
from the effects in his hands; and the reimburlemext 

of the fums advanced to the Teflatrix fince ber Grand- _ 

— father’s death, "= > | 

Thefe expeditious proceedings, fays he, will convince 


_Mr. James Harlowe, that I am refolved to fee the Will 


completely executed ; and yet, by my manner of doing 
it, that I defire not to give unneceffary mortifications to 
the family, fince every thing that relates to them half 


-pafs thro’ your hands. 


LETTER [LXXxXV] 


Mr, James Hartows, To Joun Betrorp, Efys 


Sir, Harlowe-Place, Friday Night, Sept.15.. 


a Hope from the character my worthy coufin Morden 


gives you, that you will excufe the application I make 


to you, to oblige a whole family in an affair that much 
concerns their peace, and cannot equally concern any 
body elfe. You will immediately judge, Sir, that This is 


the ee ae ery Ot a ny Sifter has given you the trouble 
of by her Laf Will. a a = = 
-- We fhall all think ourfelves extremely obliged to you, 
if you pleafe to relinquith this Truft to our own family ¢ 
Os)  “Thefe 
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Thefe reafons pleading for our expectation of this favour 


from you: 

Firlt, Becaufe fhe never would have had the thought 
_ of troubling you, Sir, if fhe had believed any of her near 
relations would have taken it upon themfelves. 

Secondly, I underftand, that fhe recommends to yau in 
the Will to truft to the honour of any of our family, for the 
performance of fuch-of the articles as: are of a domeftic 
nature. We are aay of us, and a// of us, if you requelt 
it, willing to ftake our honours upon this occafion : And 
all you can with for, as a man of honour, is, That the 
Truft be executed. es | 

We are the more concerned, Sir, to wifh you to de- 
cline’ this office, becaufe. of your fhort and accidental 


knowlege of the dear Teftatrix, and long and.intimate ac- - 
quaintance with the man to whom fe owed her ruin, and. 


we the greateft lofs and difappointment (her manifold ex- 
cellencies confidered) that ever befel a family. 

You will allow due weight, I dare fay, to this plea, if 
you make our cafe your own: And fo much the readier, 
when I affure you, that your interfering in this matter fo 
much againft our inclinations [Excufe, Sir, my plaia- 


dealing] will very probably occafion an oppofition in fome 


points, where otherwife there might be none. 


What therefore I propofe is, Not that my Father fhoald. 


affume this Traft: He is too much afflicted to uncertake 
it—-Nor yet myfelf—I might be thought too much con- 
‘cerned ini intereft: But that it may be allowed to devolve 


Wa my two uncles; whofe known honour, and whofe — 


.aifection to the dear deceafed, nobody ever doubted : And 
they will treat with you, Sir, thro’ my Coufin Morden, 
-as to the points they will ‘undertake:to perform. ee 

The trouble you have already had, will well mtitle you 
to the legacy fhe bequeaths you, together with the re- 
- imburfement of all the charges you have been at, and al- 
lowance of the legacies you have difcharged, altho” you 
. fhould not have qualified yourfelf to act as an Executor ; 

as I prefume you have not yer done ; nor will now do. 

. Your compliance, Si, will oblige a family (who have 
: already diftrefs enough upon them, in the eer 
eae St Ne at 


¢ 


—so-=— rr 
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that occafions this application to you; and more particu- 


-larly, Su, © 


Your moft bumble Servant, | 
, James Harvowe, jun. 
I fend this by one of my fervamts, who will 
attend your difpatch. 


LETTER [LXXXVI] 
Mr, Berrorp, To James HarwoweE, jun. £7; 


Sie, ey Saturday, Sept. 1. 
Y OU will excufe my plain-dealing in turn: for F mutt 
obferve, that if F bad not the jutt opinion I have 
of the facred nature of the office I have undertaken, fome. 
paffages in the letter you have favoured me. with, would 
convince me that I ought af to excufe myfelf from acting 
in it. 7 
_ I need name only one of them. You are pleafed to 
fay, That your uncles, if the Truft be relinquifhcd to them, ° 
will reat evith me, thro’? Colonel Morden, as to the points 
they wilt undertake to perform. 
Permit me, Sir, to fay, That it is the duty of an Exe- 
cutor to fee every point performed, that can be performed. 
Ner will I leave the performance of mine to any other. 


- perfons, efpecially where a qualifying is fo dire¢tly inti- 


mated, and where all the branches of your family have 
fhewn themfelves, with reipeét to the incomparable Lady, 
to have but one mind. 

You are pleajed to urge, that fhe recommends to me, — 
the leaving to the honour of any of your family fuch of 
the articles as are of a Domeftic Nature. But admitting 
this to be fo, does it not imply that the other articles are 
ftitl to obtai my care?—But even thefe, you will find by 
the Will, fhe gives not up; and to That I refer you. 

I am forry for the hints you give of an oppofition, where, 
a; you fay, there might be none, if I did not interfere. I 
fee not, Sir, why your animojity againit a man who 
cannot be defended, fhould be carried. to fuch a height 
azainft one who never gave you offence: And This only, 
becaufe he is acquainted with that Man. I will not fay, 
all I might fay, on this occafion. 

,O4 a 
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As to the Legacy to myfelf, I affure you, Sir, that nel- 
ther my circumftances nor my temper will put me upon 
‘being a gainer by the Executorfhip. I hall take pleature 
tatread in the fteps of the admirable Teftatrix in all I 
-may3 and rather will increafe than diminifh her Poos’s 
Fonds | 

‘With regard to the trouble that may attend the Exe- 
cution of the Traft, I fhall not, in honour to her memory, 
value ten times more than This can give me. I have in- 
deed two other Executorfhips on my hands ;: but they fit 
light upon me. And furvivors cannot better or more 
charitably beftow their time. . 

I conceive that every article, but that relating to the - 
Poor’s Fund, may be performed in two month’s time, at 
furtheft. | 

Occafions of litigation or offence fhall not proceed from 
me. You need only apply to Col. Morden, who fhall. 
command me in every thing that the Will allows me to 
oblige your family in. I do affure you, that J am as un- 
willing to obtrude myfelf upon it, as any of it can wifh. 

I own, that I have not yet proved the Will; nor thalk 
I do it till next week at fooneft, that you may have time 
for amicable objections, if fuch you think fit to make thro® . 
the Colonel’s mediation. But let me obferve to you, Sir, 
* That an Executor’s power, in fuch inftances as I have 
* exercifed it, is the fame before the Probate, as after it. 
* He can even, without taking ta? out, commence an 
* aftion, altho’ he cannot dec/are upon it: And thefe Acts 
‘ of Adminiftration make him liable to aétions himfelf.’ 
¥ am therefore very proper in-the fteps I have taken in 
- part of the Execution of this facred Truft ; and want nat 
allowance on the occafion. 

Permit me to add, That when you have perufed the 
Will, and coolly confidered every thing, itis my hope, 
that you will yourfelf be of opinion, that there can be no 
room for difpute or oppofition: And that if your family 
will join to expedite the Execution, it will be the. moit 
natural and eafy way of fhutting up the whole affair, and 
to have done with a man, fo canfelefly, as to his ows par- 
ticular, the object of your diflike ; as is, Sir, 

Your very humble Servant (notwithftanding) 
Joun BaLFord. 
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The WILL;. 


To which the following Preamble, written ona feparate 
- paper, was flitched with black filk. ‘ 


Tomy Execuror,  ° ° 


* 


. af Hope I may be excufed for expatiating, in divers parts 

of this folemn laft A&, upon fubje&ts of importance. For 
‘I have heard of fo many ‘inftances of confuficn and difagree- 
« ment in families, and fo much doubt and difficulty, for want 
of abfolute clearnefs in the Teftaments of departed perfons, 
that I have often concluded (were there to be no other rea~ 
fons but thofe which refpeé the peace of furviving friends) 
that this Laf&t A& as to its defignation and operation, ought 
not to be the Laft in its compofition or making ; 3; but fhould 
be the refult of cool deliberation ; and (as is more frequently 
than juftly faid) of a found mind and memory ; which too feldom 
are to be mct with, but in found health, All pretences of infa- 
nity of mind are likewife prevented, when a teftator gives 
reafons for what he wills: all cavils about words are obviatede 
the objiged are affured ; and They enjoy the benefit for whom 
the benefit was intended. Hence have I for fome time paft 
employed myfelf in penning down heads of fuch a difpofition ; 
which, as reafons offered, I have altered and added to; fo 
that I never was. abfolutely deftitute of a Wii, had I been 
taken off ever fo fuddenly. Thefe minutes and imperfet 
fketches enabled me, as God has gracioufly given me time 
and fedatenefs, to digeft them into the form in which they 
appear.” 


oe Oe | 


I CLARISSA’ Ha RLOWE, now, by ftrange melanchely 

accidents, lodging in the parifh of St. Paul Covent-Garden, 

being of found and perfect mind and memory, as I hope thefe 

prefents, drawn up by myfelf, and written with my own hand, 

will teftify; do, [this fecond day- of September, (a) ] in the 

year of our Lord -------- (4) make and publith this my Laft Will 
and -Teftamtnt, in manner and-form following... 

In the firft place, I defire, that my bady. may lie unburied 
three days-after my deceale,.or tl the. pleafure-of my father 
be known concerning it... But the o¢cafion of' my death not ad- 

. O05 _ mitting 


ownpupentye ee 


; ‘ 
(4 7 A blank, at the writing, was left for this date ; 3 and filed up 


on this day. See p p- 138. 
(4) The date of the year is left blank for particular realcns, | 
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mitting of doubt, I will not, on any account, that it be opened; 
and it is my defire, . that it “hall hot be touched but by thofe 
of my own Sex. 

- I have always earneftly requefted, that my body might be 
derofited in the family vault with thofe of my anceftors. If it 
might be granted, I could now with, that it may be placed at 
the feet of my dear and honoured grandfather. But as I 
have, by. one very unliappy ftep, been thought td difgrace my 
whole lineage, and therefore this laft honour may be refuféd to 
my corpfe; in this café, my defire is, that it may be interred in 
the church-yard beloriging to the parith in which I tha‘! die; 
and that in the moft private manner; between the hours of 
eleven and twelve at night ; attended only by Mrs. Lovick, atid 
Mr, and Mrs. Smith, and their maid-fervant. 

But it is my. defire, that the famé fees and dues may be paid 
which are ufually paid for thofe who are laid in the beft ground, 
as it is called, or even in thé Chancel.----And I bequéath five 
pounds, to be given at the direction of the church-wardens, to 
_ twenty poor people the Sunday after my interrment ; and This 
whether I thall be buried here or elfewhere, 

" Lhave already given verbal direftions, that after I am dead 

(and laid out in the manner ¥ have ordered) I may be put into 

"my coffin as foon as poffible: It is miy defire that I may hot be 
unneceffarily expofed to the view of any body ; except any of my 
relations fhould vouchfafe, for the laft time, to look upon me, 

_ And I could with, if it might be avoided without making 
ill-will between Mr. Lovelace and my Executor, that the former 
might not be permitted to fee my corpfe. But if, as he is a 
man very uncontroulable, and as I am Nobody's, te infift updn 
viewing ber dead, whom he Once before faw in a manner 
dead, let his gay curiofity be gratified. Let him behold, and 
triumph over the wretched Remains of one who has been made 
a victim to his barbarous perfidy: But let fome good perfon, as 
by my defire, give him a paper, whilft he is viewing the ghaftly 
fpectacle, containing thefe few words only---- ‘‘ Gay, cruel 
** heart! behold here the Remains of the once ruined, yet now 
*’ happy, Clarifla Harlowe ! ---- See what thou thyfelf muit 
— *© quickly be ;--- and agzPpeEeNnT ! ----” 

Yet to thew, that I die in perfect charity with al! sbe world, 
Ido moft fincerely forgive Mr. Lavelace the wrongs he has 
‘done me. a . 

_ If my father can pardon the error of his unworthy child, fo 

far as to fuffer her corpfe to be depofited at the feet of her 
grandfather, as above requefted, 1 could with (my misfortunes 
- being fo notorious) that a fhort difcourfe might be proncunced 
‘ over 
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over my remains before they be interred. The fubje& of the 
difcourfe I thali determine before | conclude this writing. 
So much wrieten about what deferves not the leaft confidera- 
tion, and about what will be Nothing when this wrt.ing 
_ comes to be opened and read, will be excufed when. my 
_ prefent unhappy circumftances and abfence from all my na- 
tural friends: are confidered. 
_ And now, with regard to the worldly matters which I fhall 
die poffeffed of, as well as to. thofe which of right appertain to 
me, either by the Will of my faid grandfather, or otherwife 5 ; 
Thus do I difpofe of them. 
' Jn the firft place, I give and bequeath all the real eftates in 
or to which I have any claim or title by the faid Will, to my 
ever-honoured father James Harlowe, Efq; and that rather 
than to my brother and fitter, £g-whom I had once thoughts 
of devifing them, becaufe, if: they furvive my father, thofe 
eftates will affuredly-veft in them, or one of them, by virtue 
of his favour and indulgence, 4s the circumftances of things with 
regard to marriage-fettlements, or otherwife, may require ; or, 
as they may refpedtively merit by the continuance of their duty. 
The houfe late my grandfather’s, called The Grove, and by 


him, in honour of me, 4nd of fome of my voluntary employ- 


ments, my dairy-Loufe, and the furniture thereof as it now 
ftands (the pictures and large iron cheft of old plate excepted) 
I alfo bequeath to my faid father; only begging it as a favour, 
that he will be pleafed to permit my dear Mrs. Norton to pafs 
the remainder of her days in that houfe; and to have and en- 
joy the apartments in it known. by the name of The boufe- 


keeper's apartments, with the furniture in them; aod which 
(plain and neat) was bought for me by my grandfather, who 


detighted to call me his houfekeeper ; and which therefore in 
his life-time I ufed as fuch: The office to go with the apart- 


ments. And I am the more earneft in this recommendation, as 
IL ha 


once thought to have been very happy there with the 
goad woman; and becaufe I think her prudent management 
vvill be as beneficial to my father, as his favour can be conve- 


. pient to her, 


But w:th regard to what has accrued from that eftate, fince 
my grandfather’s death, and to the fum of nine hundred and fe- 


-venty pounds, which proved to be the moiety of the money that 


my faid grandfather had by him at his death, and which moicty 
he bequeathed to me for my fole and feparate ufe [as he did the 


. other moiety, in like manner, to my fitter, (4) J and which fum, 


(that I might convince my brother and fifter, that I withed not 
O 6 7 . far 
(a) Sce Vol. I. p. 74. © _ 
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for an independence upon my father’s pleafure) F gave into my 
father’s hands, together with the management and produce of 
the whole eftate devifed to me----- Thefe fums, however con- 
fiderable when put together, I hope I may be allowed to dif- 
pofe of abfolutely, as my Love and my Gratitude (not confined 
wholly to my own family, which is very wealthy in all its 
branches) may warrant: And which therefore I thall-difpofe of 
in thé manner hereafter mentioned. But it is my will, and ex- 
prefs direction, that my father’s account of the above-mentioned 
produce may be taken and eftablifhed abfolutely (and without 
contravention or queftion) as he fhall be pleafed to give it te 
my coufin Morden, or to whom elfe he fhall choofe to give it ; 
{o as that the faid account be not fubje& to litigation, or to the 
controul of my Executor, or any other perfon. 

My father, of his love and bounty, was pleafed to allow me 
the fame quarterly fums that he allowed my fifter for apparel 

. and other requifites ; and (pleafed with me then) ufed to fay, 
that thofe fums fhould not he deduéted from the eftate and 
effeéts bequeathed to me by my grandfather: But having mor- 
tally offended him (as I fear it may be faid) by one unhappy 
‘ftep, it may be expected, that he will reimburfe himfelf thofe 
fums--- It is therefore my will and dire@tion, that he fhall be 
allowed to pay and fatisfy himfelf for all fuch quarterly or 
ether fums, which he was fo good as to advance me from the 
time of my grandfather’s death ; and that his account of fuch 
fums fhail likewife be taken without queftioning : the money, 
however, which I left behind me in my efcritoire, being to be 
taken in part of thofe difburfements. 

My grandfather, who, in his goodnefs and favour to me, 
knew no bounds, was pleafed to bequeath to me all the fa- 
mily pictures at his late houfe, fome of which are very mafterly 

. performances ; with command, that if I died unmarried, or if 
married and had no defc-ndents, they fhould then go to that 
fon of his (if more than one fhould be then living) whom I 

: fhould think would fet moft value by them. Now, as I know 
that my honoured uncle, John Harlowe, Efq; was pleafed to 
exprefs fome concern that they were not left to him, as eldeft 

- fon; and as he has a gallery. where they may be placed to ad- 
vantage: and as I have reafon to believe, that he will bequeath 
-them to my father, if he furvive him; whe, no doubt, will 
leave them to my brother; I therefore bequeath all the faid 
family pictures to my faid uncle John Harlowe. In thefe 
pictures, however, Iinclude not one of my own, drawn when I 


“was about fourteen years of age ; which J fhall hereafter in ane-_, 


~ther article bequeath, 


¢ 


My 
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. My faid honoured grandfather having a great fondnefs for the 
old family plate, which he would never permit to be changed, 
having lived, as he ufed to fay, to fee a great deal of it come 
into requeft again in the reyolution of fafhions ; and having 
left the fame to me, with a command to keep it intire; and 
with power at my death to bequeath it to whomfoever I pleafed 
that I thought would forward his defire; which was, as he 
expreffes it, that it fhould be kept to the end of time: this family 
plate, which is depofited in a large iron cheft, in the ftrong 
room at his late dwelling-houfe, I bequeath intire to my 
honoured uncle Antony Harlowe, Efq; wth the fame injun@i- . 
ons which were laid on me; not doubting but he will cone 
firm and ftrengthen them by his own laft will. 

I bequeath to my ever-valued friend Mrs. Judith Norton, to 
whofe piety and care, feconding the piety and care of my ever- 
honoured and excellent mother, I o.e, morally fpeaking, the 
qualifications, which, for Eighteen years of my life, made me 
beloved and refpected, the full fum of fix hundred pounds, to 
be paid her within three months after my death. 

I bequeath alfo to the fame good woman thirty guineas, for 
mourning for her and for her fon: my fofter-brothcr. 

To Mrs. Dorothy Hervey, the only fitter of my honoured 
amother, I bequeath the fum of fifty guineas, for a ring ; and I 
beg of her to accept of my thankful acknowlegemezx ts. for all her 
goodnefs to me from my infancy ; and particularly fur her pa- 
tience with me, in the feveral altcrcations that happened be- 
tween my brother and fifter, and me, before my unhappy de- 
parture from Harlowe-plezcg, 

To my kind and much-valued coufin Mifs Dolly Hervey, 
daughter of my aunt Hervey, I bequeath my watch and equi- 
page, and my beft Mechlin and Bru:lels head-dreifes and ruffles ; 
alfo my gown and petticoat of flowered filver of my own work ; 
which having been made up but a few days before I was con- 


fined to my chamber, I never wore. 


To the fame young lady I bequeath likewife my harpfichord,, 
my chamber-organ, and all my mufic- books. 

As my Sifter has a very pretty library; and as my beloved 
Mifs Howe has alfo her late father’s, as well as her own, I be- 
qjucath al! my books ir genera!, with the cafes they are in, to 
my faid coufin Dolly Hervey, As they are rot il-chofen fora 
woman’s library, I know chat the will take the greater pleafure 


.in them (when her friendly xriet is mcilowed by time into a 


remembrance more fwcet than painful) becaufe they were 
mine ; and becaufe there are obfervations in raany of them of 
my own writing ; and fome very judicious ones, written by 
the truly reverend Dr, Lewen, P 
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I alfo bequeath to the fame young lady twenty-five guineas 
for a ring, to be worn in remembrance of her true friend, 

If I live riot to fee my worthy coufin William Morden, Efq; 
I defire my-humble and grateful thanks may be given to hing 
for his favours and goodriefs to me; arid particularly for his 
endeavours to reconcile my other friends to me, at atime when 
I was doubtful whether he would forgive me himfelf. As he 
is in great circumftances, I will only beg of him to accept of 
two or three trifles, in remembrance of a kinfwoman whe 
always honoured big as much as he loved der. Particularly, 
of that piece of flowers which my uncle Robert, his father, 
was very earneft to obtain, in order to carry. it abroad with 

m. 
a I defire him likewife to accept of the little miniature picture 
fet in gold, which his worthy father made me fit for to the 


famous Italian mafter whom he brought over with.him; and _ 


which he prefented to me, that I might beftow it, as he was 
pleafed to fay, upon the man whom one day I fhould be moft 
inclined to favour. 

To the fame gentleman I alfo bequeath my. rofe diamond 
ring, which was a prefent from his good father to me; an 
will be the more valuable to him on that account. : 

. I humbly requeft Mrs, Annabella Howe, the mother of 
my dear Mifs Howe, to accept of my refpectful thanks for all 
her favours and goodnefs to me, when I was fo frequently a 
vifiter to her beloved daughter; and cf a ring of twenty-five 

guineas price. 

My pi€ture at whole length, which is in my late grandfa- 
ther’s clofet, (excepted in an article above from the family 
pictures) drawn when I was near fourteen years of age; about 
which time my dear Mifs Howe and I began to know, to diftin- 
guifh, and to love one another--- fo dearly--- I cannot exprefs 
how dearly--- I bequeath to that fifter of my heart: of whofe 
friendfhip, as well in adverfity as profperity, when I was de- 
prived of all other comfort and comforters, I have had fuch in- 
ftances, as that our Love can only be exceeded in tNat State of 
Perfetion, in which I hope to rejoice with her hereafter, to all 
Eternity. 

I bequeath alfo to the fame dear friend my beft diamond 
ring, which is in the private drawer of my efcritoire, with other 
jewels. As alfo all my finifhed and framed pieces of needle- 
work ; the flower-piece excepted, which I have already be- 
queathed to my coviin Morden. 

Thefe pieces have all been taken down, as I have heard (a) ; 

and 
(2) Vol. III. p. 259. ‘ 
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and ily relations wit have no Netrt fo pat thent up again ; 
bat if ty good mother choofes to keep back any one piece (the 
above capit4l piece, as it is cafled, excepted) not knowing but 
fortie time hence fie may bear the fight of it; Eexcept that alfo 
from this general bequeft; arid direé® it to Be prefented to her. 

.My whole-Iength picturet the Vandyke tafte (5), that wfed to 
hang in my own parlour, ag I was permitted to call it, I be- 
queath to miy aunt Hervey, except my mother fhiall think fic 
to keep it herfelf. 

I bequeath to the wortly Charles Hickman, Efq; the locker 
with the minature picture, which F have conftantly worn, and 
fhall continue to wear near my heart till the approach of my laft 
liour (c), of the lady «hom he beft loves. It muft be the ntoft ace 
ceptable prefent that can be made him, next to the sand of the dear 
original, And © my dear Mifs Howe, let it net be long before 


, you permit his claim to the Jatrer--- for indeed you know not the 


value of 4 virtuous mind in that Sex ; and how preferable fuch # 
mind is to one diftinguifhed by the mere dazling flights of unruly 
wit ; altho’ the latter were to be joined by that fpecious outward 
appearance’ which is too-too often permitted to attra@ the hafty 
eye, and (ufceptible heart. , 

I make it my edrneft requeft to my dear Mifs Howe, that 
fhe will not put herfelf into mourning for me. But I defire her 
acceptance of a ring with my hair ; and that Mr. Hickman will 
alfo accept of the fike; each of the value of fifteen guineas. 

IY bequeath to Lady Betty Lawrance, and tq her fifter Lady 
Sarah Sadicir, and to the right honourable Lord M, and to 
their worthy nieces Mifs Charlotte and Mifs Martha Mon- 
tague, each an enamelled ring, with a cypher Cl. H. with my 
hair in cryftal, and round the infide of each, the day, month, 
and year of my death: Each ring, with brilliants, to coft twenty 
guineas. And this as a fmall token of the grateful fenfe I have 
of the honour of their good opinions and kind wifhes in my 
favour ; and of their truly noble offer to me of a very confia 
derable annual provifton, when they apprehended me to be in- 
tirely deftitute of any. 

To the reverend and learned doctor Arthur Lewen, by whofe 


-{nftruétions I have been equally delighted and benefited, I be- 


queath twenty guineas for a Ring. If it fhould pleafe God to 

call him to Himfelf, before he can receive this fmal] bequeft, it 

is tny will, that his vorthy daughter may have the benefit of it. 
Yn token of the grateful fenfe J have of the civilities paid 


-me by Mrs, and Mifs Howe’s domeftics, from time to time in 


my vifits there, I bequeath thirty guineas to be divided among 
them, as their dear young miftrefs thal think proper. 
7 Teo 
(4) Vol. HII. p. 259. («) See p. 210. of this Volume, 
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To each of my worthy companions and friends Mifs Biddy . 
Lloyd, Mifs Fanny Alfton, Mifs Rachel Biddulph, and Mifs 


Cartwright Campbell, I bequeath five guineas for a ring. 
To my late maid-fervant Hannah Burton, an honeit, faith- 


ful creature, who loved me, reverenced my mother, and re-_ 


f{pegted my fier, and never fought to do any thing unbecoming 


of her charaéter, I bequeath the fum of fifty pounds, té be paid: 


within one month after my deceafe, fhe labouring under ill 
health: And if that ill health continue, I commend her for far= 
ther affiftante to my good Mrs. Norton, to be put upon my 
Poor’s fund, hereafter to be mentioned. 


To the Coachman, Groom, and Two Footmen, and Five 
Maids at Harlowe-place, I bequeath ten pounds each; To the’ 


Helper five pounds. | 

To my Sifter’s maid Betty Barnes, I bequeath ten pounds, 
to thew that I refent not former difobligations ; which I believe 
were owing more to the infolence of office, and to natural 
pertnefs, than to perfonal ill-will, 

All my wearing apparel, of whatever fort, that I have not 
been obliged to part with, or which is not already bequeathed, 
(my linen excepted) I defire Mrs. Norton will accept of. 
- Yhe trunks and boxes in which my cloaths are fealed up, T 
defire may not be opened, but in prefence of Mrs. Norton ‘(or 
of fome one deputed by her) and of Mrs. Lovick. 

To the worthy Mrs. Lovick abovementioned, from whom I 
have received great civilities, and even maternal kindneffes ; 
and to Mrs. Sinith (w.th whom I lodge) from whom alfo I 
have received creat Kindneffes 5 I bequeaih all my linen, and alk 


my unfold laces 5 to be divided equally betwecn them, as they - 


fhail agree ; or, in case of difagreement, the fame to be fold, 
and the money arifing to be equaily fhared by them. ; 
« And I bequeath to the fame two good women, as a furthe 
token of my thankful acknowlegemcnts of their kind love and 
compaffionat. concern for me, the fum of twe-.ty guineas each, 
To Mr. Sinith, the hufband of Mrs, Smith above-named, I 
bequeath the fum of ten guineas, in acknowlegement of his 
civilities tome. © ° - a . ee 
To Sarali, the -honeft maid-fervant of Mrs. Smith, to whom 
(having nu feivant of my own) I have been troublefcme, I be- 
queath five guincas 3 and ten guineas more, in lieu o1 a fuit cf my 
weating-a: yarel. wiich once, with fone linen, I thought of leav- 
ing to her. V.th chis sie may purchafe what may be more fuitable 
to her lisang and degree. 
To the hone and careful widow Ann Shelburne, my nurfe 
ever and above her wages, and the little cuftomary perquifites 


eee 
e 


‘ 
fT 17 
ty Ss 


"Yow, 


“© ff 49°F 
bse rey Iwzw-tlUF 


2* fF # : 


FOR Se Ts 


a , 
ra ar 


ated 


-— gF SF Fl. 
Cape ee PF, Sd 


Mi/s Clariffa Harlowe. 305 
that may belong to her, I bequeath the fum of ten guineas. 
Hers is a careful, and (to perfons of fuch humanity and tender~- 
nefs) a melancholy employment, attended in the latter part of 
life with great watching and fatigue, which s hardly ever 
enough confidered. 

The few books I have at my prefent iodgiies I defire 
Mrs. Lovick to accept of ; and that fhe be permitted, if the 
 pleafe, to take a copy of my book of meditations, a3 1 ufed to 
call it ; being extracts from the beft of books ; which the feemed 
to approve of, although fuited particularly tomy own cafe. As 
for the Book itfelf, perhaps my good Mrs, Norton will be glad 
to have it, as it is written all with my own hand. 

In the middle drawer of my efcritoire at Harlowe-place, are 
many letters arid copies of letters, put up according to their 
dates, which I have written or received in a courfe of years 
(ever fince I learned to write) from and to my grandfather, my 
father and mother, my uncles, my brother and fifter, on oc-’ 
cafional little abfences ; my late uncle Morden, my coufin Mor- 
den ; Mrs. Norton, and Mifs Howe, and other of my compa- 
nions and friends before my confinement at my Father’s: as 
alfo from the three reverend gentlemen, Dr. Blome, Mr. Ar- 
nold, and Mr. Tompkins, now with God ; and the very reve- 
rend Dr. Lewen, on ferious fubje@s. As thefe letters exhibit 
_ 4 correfpondence that no young perfon of my fex need to be 
afhamed of, allowing for. the time of life when mine were 
written ; and as many excellent things are contained in thofe 
written to me; and as Mifs Howe, to whom moft of them 
have been communicated, wifhed formerly to have them, if 
fhe furvived me: for thefe reafons, I bequeath them to my 
faid dear friend Mifs Anna Howe ; and the rather, as fhe had 
for fome years paft a very confiderable fhare in the corre- 
_ fpondence. 

I do hereby make, eaiites and ordain, John Belford, of 
Edgworth in the county of Middlefex, Efy; the fole Executor 
of this my Laft Will and Teftament ; having previowfly obtained: - 
his leave fo to do. I have given the reafons which induced me 
to afk this gen:leman to take upon him this trouble, to Mifs 
Howe. I therefore refer to her on this fubjed. 

But I do mott earneftly beg of him the faid Mr. Belford, 
that, in the execution of this truft, he wilf(as he has repeatedly - 
promifed) ftudioufly endeavour to promote peace with, and 
fupprefs refentments in every one; fo as that all farther mif- 
chiefs may be prevented, as well from as to his friend. And 
in order to this, I befeech him to cultivate the friendship of my 
wohy coufin Morden; who, as I prefume to hope (when he 

underftands 
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underftands it to be my dying requeft). will give him his advice: 
‘and affiftance in every article where it may be neceffary ; and. 
who will perhaps be fo good as to interpofe with my relations, 
if any difficulty fhouild arife about carrying any of the articles of: 
this my Laft Will into cxecution, and to foften them into the - 
wifhed-for condefcenfion (---- For it is my carneft requeft to 
Mr. Belford, that he will not feek by Law, or by any fort of 
violence, either by word or deed, to. extort the performance 
from them, If there be any articles of a merely domeftic nature,’ . 
that my relations fhall think unfit to be carried into execution ; 
fuch articles I leave intirely to my faid: coufm Morden and- 
Mr. Belford to vary, or totally difpenfe with, as they fhalk agree 
.upen the matter; or, if they two: differ in opinion,.they will 
be pleafed to be determined by a third: perfon, to be chofen by 
them both, 

Having been preffed by Mifs Howe and her mother, to col-. 
le&- the particulars of my fad ftory, and given expectation that- 
J.would, in order to do my chara¢ter juftice with ali my friends 
and companions: but not having time befere me for the pain- 
ful tatk, it has been a pleafure to me to find, by extra@s kindly 
communicated to me by my faid Executor, that} may fafelp trait. 
my fame to the juftice done me by Mr. Lovelace, in his letters. to. 
him my faid- Executor, And as Mr. Belford has engaged to contr-. 
bute what is in his power towards.a compilement to be made of 
ali that relates to my ftory, and knows my whole mind in this. 
refpeét ; it is my defire, that he will caufe two copies to be 
made of this collection; one to remain with Mifs Howe, 
the other with himfelf ; and that he will thew or lend. his. copy, 
if required, to. my aunt Hervey,. for the fatisfaétion of any: 
of my family ; but under fuch reftriGions as the faid Mr, Bel- 
ford: fhali think fit to impofe ; that neither any other perfon’s 
fafety may be endangered, nor his own honour fuffer, by the 
communication. 2 

I bequeath to my faid Executor, the fom of one hundred 
guineas, as a grateful tho’ infufficient acknowlegement of the. 
trouble he will be at in the execution of the truft he-has fo 
kindly undertaken. _I defire him likewife to accept of twenty: 
guineas for a ring. And that he will reimburfe himfelf fer aif. 
‘the charges and expences which he fhall be at in the execution 
of this truft. 

. In the worthy Dr. H. I have found a phyfician, a father 
and a friend. I beg of him, as a teftimony of my gratitude, 
_to accept of twenty guineas for a ring. 

I have the fame obligations to the kind and. fkilful Mr. God> 
dard; who attended meas. my apothecary, His very moderate 
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bill I hawe difcharged down to yefierday. I have always thought 
it incumbent upon teftators to thorten all they can the. trouble 
of their executors... I know I-under-rate the value of Mr. God- 
dard’s attendances, when ever and above what may accrue 
from yefterday, to the hour that wiil finifh all, I defire fifteen 
guineas for a ring may be prefented to him. 

Fo De ree nt) Mi wee ey ato and 
prayed by me in my laft ftages, I alfo bequeath: fifteen guineas 
for a ring. 

There are a fet of honeft indigent people, whom J ufed to call 
thy poor, and to whom Mrs. Norton conveys retief each month, or 
at fhorter periods, in. proportion to their neceffities, from a fum 
I depofited in her hands, and from time to time recruited, as 
Means accrued to me ; but now nearly, if not whelly expended : 
N ow, that my fault may be as little aggravated as. poffible 
by the fufferings of the worthy people whom Heaven gave 
me a heart to relicve » aud as: the. produce of my Gvrandfa- 
ther's eftate (inchudiag the moiety of the fumes he had by him, 
and was pleafed to give me at ‘his denth, as above-mentioned) 
together with what I thall further appropriate to the fame ufe 
. in the fubfequent articles, will, as: ]- hope, more thar anfwer all. 
my legacies and bequefts ; it is my will and defire, that the pe- 
mainder, be it little or much, fhall become a fund to be approe 
_ priated, and I hereby dire&, ‘chat it be appropriated, to the like 

purpofes with the fums which I put into Mrs. Norton’s hunds, 
as: aforefaid—--- And thie under the direction arid management 
of the faid Mrs. Nerton, who knews my whole mind im ths 
particular. Aad. in cafe of her death, or of her desire to be 
acquitted of the management thereof; it ie my earneft .requeft 
to my dear Mifs Howe, that fhe will take it upon herfelf: and 
at her own death, that the will transfer what thal! remain un- 
difpofed of at the time, to fuch perfons, and with fuch limita- 
tions, reftriCtions and provifoes, as fhe fhall think will beft an- 
{wer my imtention. For, as to the management and diftribu- 
tion of ali or any part of it, while in Mrs..Norton’s hands or 
her own, I will, that it be intirely diferetional, and without 
account, either to my Executor or atty: other. perfon. 

Altho’ Mes. Norton, as: have. hinted, knows my whole 
mind in this refpe@ ; yet it may be proper to mention, in this 
‘Taft folemn A&, that my intention is, that this fund be intirely 
fet apart and appropriated to relieve temporarily, from the in- 
tereft thereof (as F dare fay it will be put out to the beft advan- 
tage) or even from the principal, if need be, the honeft, in- 
duftrious, labouring poor only; when ficknefs, lamenefs, un- 
. forefeen loffes, or other accidents difable them from following 
their lawful callings ; or-to affift fuch toneft people . cere 
aITULes 
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families as fhall have a child of good inclinations to put out to 
fervice, trade or hufbandry. 

It has always been a rule with me in my little donations, 
to endeavour to aid and fet forward the fober and induftrious 
poor. Small helps, if feafonably afforded, will do for fuch 3 
and fo the fund may be of more extenfive benefit: an ocean of 
‘wealth will not be fufficient for the idle and diffolute: whom, 
therefore, fince they will be always in want, it will be no cha 
rity to relieve, if worthier creatures fhall by that means be de- 
prived of fuch affiftance as may fet the wheels of their induftry 
‘going, and put them in a fphere of ufeful aAion. 

But it is my exprefs will and dire€tion, that let this fund 
come out to be ever fo confiderable, it fhall be applied only in 
fupport of the temporary exigencres of the perfons I have de- 
fcribed ; and that no one family or perfon receive from it, at 
one time, or in one year, more than the fum of twenty pounds. 

It is my will and defire, that the fet of jewels which was my 
grandmother’s, and prefented to me foon after her death by 
my grandfather, be valued ; and the worth of them paid tomy 
Executor, if any of my family choofe to have them ;_ or other- 
wile, that they be fold, and go to the augmentation of my 
poor’s fund.--—- But if they may be deemed an equivalent for 
the fams my father was pleafed to advance to me fince the 
death of my grandfather, I defire, that they may be given up 
to him. 

I prefume, that the diamond necklace, folitaire, and buckles, 
which were properly my own, prefented by my mother’s uncle 
Sir Jofias Brookland, will not be purchafed by any one of my 
family, for a too obvious reafon: in this cafe I defire, that they 
may be fent to my Executor; and that he will difpofe of 
them to the beft advantage ; and apply the money to the ufes 
of my will, ~ 


In the beginning of this tedious writing, I referred to the. 


-latter part of it, the naming of the fubjeét of the difcourfe 
which I wifhed might be delivered at my funeral, if per- 
mitted to be interred with my anceftors: I think the following 
will be fuitable to my cafe. I hope the alteration of the 
ewords ber and f, for bim and ber may be allowable. 


«* Let not ber that is deceived truft in vanity; for vanity 
“© fhall be ber recompence, She fhall be accomplished 
** before ber time; and dcr branch fhall nat be green. 
“* She fhall fhake off ber unripe grape as the vine, and 
** thall caft off ber flower as the blighted olive (a) .’° 


(a) Job xv. 31, 32, 33s 
But 


= _ ~~ - on 
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But if I.am to be interred in town, let only the ufual Burial- 
fervice be read over my corpfe. ; yo 

If my body be permitted to be carried down, I bequeath 
ten pounds to be given'to the poor of the parith, at the dif- 
cretion of the church-wardens, within a fortnight after my 
interrment. + ‘ ney 
_ If any neceffary matter be omitted in this my Will; or if 
any thing appear doubtful or contradictory, as poffibly may ‘be 
the cafe ; fince, befides my inexperience in thefe matters, I am 
now at this time very weak and ill; having put off the finifhing 
hand a little teo long, in hopes of obtaining the laft forgivenefs 
of my honoured friends ; in which cafe I fhould have acknow-= 
leged the favour. with a fuitable warmth of duty, and filled up 
fome blanks which I leff to the very laft (a), in a more agree- 
able manoer to myfelf, than now I have been enabled to do--- 
In cafe of fuch omiffions and imperfeétions, I defire that my: 
coufin Morden will be fo good as to join with Mr. Belford in 


 confidering them, and in comparing them with what I have. 


ee 


more explicitly written ; and if, after that, any doubt remain, 
that they will be pleafed to apply to Mifs Howe,, who knows’ 


-my whole heart: -And [ defire that their conftruction . may. be’ 


eftablifhed: And I hereby eftablifh it, provided it be unanimous, 
and dired it to be put in force, as-if J had fo written and de- 


termined myfelf. 


And Now, O my bleffed Rt pezmer, do I, with a lively. 

_ faith, humbly lay hold of Thy meritorious Death and Suf-. 
ferings ; hoping to be wathed clean in Thy precious Blood 
.from all my fins: In the bare hope of the happy confe-. 
quences of which, how light do thofe fufferings feem (grice 

_ Vous as they were at the time) which 1 confidently truft. 
will be a means, by Thy Grace, to work out for me a more. 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory ! 


Clari fsa Harlwe, , 


Signed, féaled, pablithed, and declared, the day and 


year above-written, by the faid Clarifa Harlowe, . . 
as her Laft Will andTeftament ; contained in feven - 8 
_fheets of paper, all written with her own hand, | , 
‘and every fheet figned and fealed by herfelf, in 
the prefence of Us, 
_ - John Wiliams, | 
- Arthur Bedall, ne Sc 
‘Elizabeth Swanton, e 


{2} p. 133. of this Volume. 
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LETTER {LXXXVIL] 


Colonel MORDE Ny To JOHN Betrorp, E/q; 
—s—- Sat. Sept. 16. 
J Have been employed in a moft melancholy tak. In 
reading the Will of the dear deceafed. 
“The unhappy Mother and Mrs. Norton chofe to be ab- 
fent on the affecting occafion. But Mrs. Harlowe made it 


her earneft requeft, that every article of it fhould be ful-— 


filled. 

They were all extremely touched with the preamble. 

. The firft words of the Will—* I Clariffa Harlowe, now 
‘ by ftrange melancholy accidents, lodging,’ &e. drew 
| tears from fome, fighs from all. 

The direétions for her funeral, in cafe the were or were 
not permitted to be carried down ; the mention of her or- 
ders having been given for the manner of her being Jaid 
aut, aud:the prefence of mind fo vifible throughout the 
whole, obtained their admiration, expreffed by’ hands and 
eyes lifted-up, ‘and by fallingtears. 

When I read the direétion, ‘ That her body was. not to 


© be viewed, except any of her relations fhould vouchfafe . 


« for the lat time to look upon her; they turned. away, 
and turned to me, three or four times alternately... .Mrs. 
Hervey and Mifs Arabella fobbed ; the Uncles wiped their 
eyes.; .the Brother looked down ;_ the Father wrarig his 
hands, | 


© No-bady's.’ 

Bat ied I came to the addrefs to be made to. the ac- 
curfed man,. ‘ if he were not to be diverted from fecing 
“ ber dead, ‘whom once before he had feen in a manner 
* dead’ — execration, and either yows or withes of re- 
venge, filled every mouth. 

Thefe were {till more fervently | renewed, when. they 
came to hear read her forgivenefs of even this man. 

You remember, Sir, on our fir reading of the Will in 
town, the obfervations I made on the foul play which it is 
evident the excellent creature met with é rom this aban- 
doned man, and what I faid upon the occafion, I am 
viot ufed to repeat things of that nature. i 

e 


“F, 


I was obliged to Hop” at the words, ¢ That the was . 


1 
' 
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The dear creature’s noble contempt of the Noching, as 
the as nobly calls it, about which fhe had been giving fuch 
particular direétions, to wit, her Body; and her apolo- 
gizing for the particularity of thofe directions from the 
-Circumftances fhe was in—had the fame, and as ftrong an 
-effect upon me, as when I firft read the animated para- 
graph ; and, pointed by my eye (by turns caft upon them 
aH) aifetted them all. 

When the article was read which bequeathed to the fa- 
‘ther the grandfather’s eftate, and the reafon afligned for it 
{fo generous and fo dutiful) the father could fit no longer, 
but withdrew, wiping his eyes, and lifting up his hands 
‘at Mr. James Harlowe; who arofe to attend him to the 
door, as Arabella likewife did—All he could fay—O Son! 
Son !— O Girl! Girl!—as if he reproached them for the 
parts they had acted, and put him upon acting. 

But yet, on fome occafions, this Brother and Sifter fhew- 
ed themfelves to be true Will-difputants. 

Let tongue and eyes exprefs what they will, Mr. Bef. 
ford, the yeading of a Will, where a perfon dies worth any- 
thin sie oe generally affords a truce teft of love to 
the : | 

- "Fhe cloaths, the thirty guineas for mourning to Mrs. 
Norton, with the recommendation of the good woman for 
houfekeeper at The Grove, were thought fufficient, had 
the article of 6007. which was called monftrous, been 
emitted. Some other paffages in the Will were called 
Sights, and fuch whimfies as diftinguifo people of imaginae 
tion from thofe of judgment. 

My coufin Dolly Hervey was grudged the Library. Mifs 
Harlowe faid, That as fhe and her fifter never boyght the 
fame. books, fhe would take that to herfelf, and would 
make it wp to her coufin Dolly one way or other. ? 

' J intend, Mr. Belford, to fave you the trouble of inter- 
pofing-—The Library fhall be my.coufin Dolly’s. _ 

Mirs. Hervey could-hardly keep her feat. On this oc- 
cafion, however, fhe only faid, That her late dear and ever 
dear niece, was too good to her and fers. But, at another 
tiane, fhe declared, with tears, that fhe could not forgive 
herfelf for a letter fhe wrote (a) (looking at Mifs Arabella, 

| 7 7 whom, 
(a) See Vol, Il. fr 243. | 


a) 
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whom, it feems, unknown to any-body, fhe had confulted 
‘before fhe wrote it) and which, the faid, muft have wound- 
eda fpirit, that now, fhe faw, had been too deeply wound- 
ed before. | ' 

O my aunt, faid Arabella, no more of that!— Who 
would have thought that the dear creature had been {uch 
a penitent? | 
_ Mr. John and Mr. ‘Antony Harlowe were fo much af- 
fected with the articles in their favour (bequeathed to them 
without a word or hint of reproach or recrimination) that 
they broke out into felf accufations ; and lamented, that 
their {weet niece, as they called her, was now got above 
all grateful acknowlegement and returns. 

Indeed, the mutual upbraidings and grief of all prefent, 
upon thofe articles in which every-one was remembered 
for good, fo often interrupted me, that the reading took 
up above fix hours. But curfes upon the accarfed man 
were a refuge to which they often reforted, to exonerate 
themfelves*: . | 
_ ,How wounding a thing, Mr. Belford, is a generous 
and well-diftinguifhed forgivenefs! What Revenge can be 
more effectual and more noble, were Revenge intended, 
and were it wifhed. to ftrike remorfe into a guilty or in- 
grateful heart! But my. dear coufin’s motives were all Duty 
and Love. She feems indeed to have been, as much as 
mortal could be, Love itfelf. Love fublimed by a 
purity, by a true delicacy, that hardly any woman before 
her could boaft of. O Mr. Belford, what an Example 
would fhe have given in every ftation of life (as Wife, 
Mother, Miftrefs, Friend, had her [ot fallen upon a man 
bleffed with a mind like her own! | 

_ The 600/. bequeathed to Mrs. Norton, the Library to 
Mifs Hervey, and the Remembrances to Mifs Howe, were 
not the only articles grudged. Yetto what purpofe did 
they regret the pecuniary bequefts, when the Poors fund, 
and not themfelves, would have had the bepefit, had not 
thofe legacies been bequeathed ? a 

_ But enough paffed to convince me, that my coufin was 
abfolutely right in her choice of an Executor out of the 
family. Had fhe chofen one in it, I dare fay, that her. 
Will would have been no more regarded than if it had been 

’ 2. ) the 
\ ; 
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‘the Will of a dead King; than that of Louis XIV. in 
particular ; fo flagrantly broken thro’ by hs nephew the 
Duke of Orleans before he was cold. The only will of 
that Monarch perhaps which was ever difputed. 

But little does Mr. James Harlowe think, that while he 
is grafping at hundreds, he will moft probably lofe thou- 
fands, if he be my furvivor.. A man of a {pirit fo felfifh 
and narrow, fhall not be my heir. | 

You will better conceive, Mr. Belford, than I can ex- 
prefs, how much they were touched at the hint, that the 
dear creature had been obliged to part with fome of her 
cloaths, 

Silent reproach feized every one of them, when I came 
to the paflage where fhe mentions, that fhe deferred filling 
up fome blanks, in hopes of receiving their laft blefling 
and forgivenefs. 

I will only add, that they could not bear to hear read 
the concluding part, fo folemnly addreffed to her Redeem- 
er. ‘They all arofe from their feats, and crouded out of 
the apartment we were in. And then, as I afterwards 
found, feparated, in order to feek that confolation in foli- 


_tary retirement, which, tho’ they could not hope for from 
y y Pp 


their own reflections, yet, at the time, they had lefs rea- 
fon to expect in each other’s company. Tam, Srr, 
ho, Your faithful and obedient Servant, 

, Wa. Morben. 


LETTER LXXXV. 

Mr. Berrorn, To the Right Honourable Lord M. 
My Lord, | . London, Sept. 14. 
I AM very apprehenfive, that the affair between Mr. 

Liovelace and the late excellent Mifs Clariffa Harlowe 
will be attended with further bad confequences, notwith- 
ftanding her dying injunétions to the contrary. I would 
therefore humbly propofe, that your Lordfhip and his 


-other relations will forward the purpofe your kinfman 


lately had to go abroad; where I hope he will flay till all 
is blown over. .But as he will not ftir, if he know the 
true motives of your wifhes, the avowed inducement, as 
I hinted once to Mr. Mowbray, may be fuch as refpects 

Vou, VIL. | Pe his 
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his own health both of perfon and mind. To Mr. Mow- 


bray and Mr. Tourville all countries are alike; and they 


perhaps will accompany him. 
I am glad to hear that he is in a way of recovery: But 
this the rather induces me to prefs the matter. And I 
think no time fhould be loft. 
Your Lordfhip has heard,- that I have the honour to be 
the Executor of this admirable lady’s laft Will. I tran- 
{cribe from it the following paragraph. 


He then tranferibes the article vshich fo gratefully menz 
tions this Nobleman, and the Ladies of his family, in 
relation to the rings fhe bequeaths them, about which 
be defires their commands, 


LETTER LXXXVI. 


Mifs MontacueE, To Joun BEtForp, E/g; 
Sir, M. Hall, Friday, Sept. 15. 
M Y Lord having the gout in his right-hand, his Lord- 
fhip, and Lady Sarah, and Lady Betty, have com- 
manded me to inform you, that before your letter came 
Mr. Lovelace was preparing for a foreign tour. We fhall 
endeavour to haften him-away on the motives you fug- 
eft. 
Weare all extremely affected with the dear lady’s death. 
Lady Betty and Lady Sarah have been indifpofed ever 
fince they heard of it. ‘They had pleafed themfelves, as 
had my fifter and felf, with the hopes of cultivating her 
acquaintance and friendfhip after he was gone abroad, 
- upon her own terms. Her kind remembrance of each of 
us has renewed, tho’ it could not heighten, our regrets 
for fo irreparable a lofs. We fhall order Mr. Finch, our 
goldfmith, to wait on you. He has our dire€tions about 
' the rings. They will be long, long worn in memory of 

the dear teftatrix. | 
Fvery-body is affured, that you will do all in your 
power to prevent farther ill confequences from this me- 
lancholy affair. My Lord defires his compliments to you. 
Iam, Sir, | 
Your humble Servant, 
(Cru. Monracue. 
3° | This 


? 
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This colle€tion having run into a much greater length — 
than was wifhed, it is thought proper to omit feveral Let- 
ters that paffed between Colonel Morden, Mifs Howe, Mr. 
Belford, and ‘Mr. Hickman, in relation to the execution 
of the Lady’s Will, &c. 

It is however neceffary to obferve on this fubje&t, That 
the unhappy mother, being fupported by the two uncles, 
influenced the afflicted father to over-rule all his fon’s ob- 
jections, and to direct a literal obfervation of the Will; 
and at the fame time to give upall the {ums which he was 
4mpowered by it to reimburfe himfelf; as alfo to take 
upon himfelf to defray the funeral expences. 

Mr. Belford fo much obliged Mifs Howe by his ftea- 
dinefs, equity, and difpatch, and by his readine:s to contri- 
‘bute to the directed collection, that fhe voluntarily entered 
into a correfpondence with him, as the reprefentative of her 
beloved friend. In the courfe of which, he communicated 
to her (in confidence) the Letters which paffed between him 
and Mr. Lovelace, and, by Colonel Morden’s confent, thofe 
which paffed between that gentleman and himfelf. 

He jent with the firft parcel of letters which he had 
tranfcribed out of fhort-hand for Mifs Howe, a letter to 
Mr. Hickman, dated the 16th of September; in which 
he expreffes himfelf as follows : 

‘ But I ought, Sir, in this parcel to have kept out one 
letter. It is that which relates to the interview between 
yourfelf and Mr. Lovelace, at Mr. Dormer’s (a). In 
which Mr. Lovelace treats you with an air of levity, 
which neither your perfon, your character, nor your com- 
miflion, deferved ; but which was his ufuai way of treating 
every one whofe bufineis he was not pleafed with, I 
hope, Sir, you have too much greatnefs of mind, to be 
difturbed at this letter, fhould Mifs Howe communicate 
it to you; and the rather, as it is impoffible that you 
fhould fuffer with her on that account.’ He then excufes 
Mr. Lovelace, as a good-natured man, with all his faults; 
and gives inftances of his ftill greater freedoms with himfelf. 

To this Mr. Hickman aniwers, in his letter of the 1 8th, 

« As to Mr, Lovelace’s treatment of me in the letter you 
* are pleafed to mention, I fhall not be concerned at it, 

P2 ‘ whatever 
(4) See Wil, VIL Letter litte 
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¢ whatever it be. I went to him prepared to expect odd 
« behaviour from him; and was not difappointed. I ar- 
“ gue to myfelf, in all fuch cafes as this, as Mifs Howe, 
« from her ever-dear friend, argues, That if the reflections 
© thrown upon me are jult, I ought. not only to forgive them, 
© but to endeavour to profit by them: If unjult, that Ioaght 
to defpife them, and the refle&er too; fince it would be in- 
excufable to firengthen by anger an enemy whofe malice 
might be difarmed by contempt. And, moreover, I fhould 
be almoft forry to find myfelf fpoken well of by a man 
who could treat as he treated a lady who was an orna- 
ment to her fex, and to human nature. 

‘ I thank you, however, Sir, adds he, for your confi- 
deration for me in this particular; and for your whole 
letter, which gives me fo defirable an inftance of that 
friendfhip which you honoured me with the affurances 
© of, when I wa: laft in town; and which I as cordially 
© embrace, as wifh to cultivate” 

Mifs Howe, in hers of the zoth, acknowleging the re- 
ceipt of the letters, and papers, and legacies, fent with 
Mr. Belford’s letter to Mr. Hickman, aflures him, ‘ That 
* no ufe fhall be made of his communications, but what he _ 
‘ fhall approve of.’ 

He had mentioned with compaffion the diftreffes of the 
Harlowe family—‘ Perfons of a pitiful nature, fays the, 
‘ may pity them. Iam not oneofthofe. You, I think, 
* pity the infernal man likewife; while I from my heart 
« grudge him his phrenfy, becaufe it deprives him of that 
* remorfe, which, I hope, on his recovery, will never leave 
‘him. Attimes, Sir, let me tell you, that I hate your 
‘ whole Sex for his fake; even men of unblameable cha- 

\* ra€ters; whom at thofe times I cannot but look upon as 
* perfons I have not yet found out. 

* If my dear creature’s perfonal jewels, proceeds fhe, be 
“« fent up to you for fale, I defire that I may be the pur- 
* chafer of them, at the Aighef price — Of the necklace 
‘ and folitaire particularly. | 

< O what tears did the perufal of my beloved’s Will cof 
* me !—But I muft not touch upon the heart-piercing fub- 
* jet. Icanneither take it up, nor quit it, but with exe- 
* cration of the villain whom all the world mutt execrate.’ 


Mr. 
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Mr. Belford, in his anfwer, promifes, that fhe fhall be 
the purchafer of the jewels, if they come into his hands. 
> He acquaints her, that the family had given Col. Morden 
the keys of all that belonged to the dear departed: That 
the unhappy mother had (as the Will allows) ordered a ~ 
piece of needlework to-be fet afide for her, and had de- 
fired Mrs. Norton to get the little book of Meditations 
tran{cribed, and to let her have the original, as it was all 
of her dear daughter’s hand-writing ; and as it might, when 
fhe could bear to look into it, adminifter confolation to 
herfelf. And that fhe had likewife referved for herfelf 
her picture in the Vandyke tafte. 

Mr. Belford fends with this letter to Mifs Howe the la- 
dy’s memorandum-book ; and promifes to fend her copies 
of the feveral pofthumous letters. He tells her, that Mr. 
Lovelace being upon the recovery, he had inclofed the 
pofthumous letter direfted for him to Lord M. that his 
Lordfhip might give it to him, or not, as he fhould find he 
could bear it. The following is a copy of that Letter. 


Jo Mr. LovELACce. 
| Thurfday, Aug. 24. 

Told you, in the letter I wrote to you on Twefday latt 
| (a), that you fhould have another fent you when I 
had got to my Father's houfe. 

I prefume to fay, that I am now, at your receiving of 
This, arrived there; and I invite you to follow me, as 
foon as you can be prepared for fo great a journey. _ 

Not to allegorize further — My fate is moa, at your 
perutal of this, accomplifhed. My. doom is unalterably 
fixed: And I am either a miferable, or a happy being to 
all Eternity. If happy, I owe it folely to the Divine mer- 

* 3 P 3 cy: 

"(a) See p. 17. of this Volume. | 

The Reader may obferve, by the date of this letter, that it was written 
within two days of the allegorical one, to which it refers ; and while the 
lady was labouring under the increafed ilinefs occafioned by the burries and 
terrors which Mr. Lovelace bad put ber into, to avoid the vifit be was fo 
earncft to make ber at Smith’s---So early curitten, perhaps, that fhe might — 
not Cid a by deathinto a feeming breach of ber word. 

Hish as ber Chriftian fpirit foars in this letter, the reader bas fren, in 
Letter x\viii. and in cther places, that that exalted [pirit carried ber to 
fll more divine elevations, as fhe drew nearer to ker end, 
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cy: If miferable, to your undeferved cruelty.— And con- 
fider now, for your own fake, gay, cruel, fluttering, un- 
happy man! confider, whether the barbarous and perf- 
dious treatment I have met with from you, was worthy of 
the hazard of your immortal foul; fince your wicked 
views were not to be effected but by the wilful breach of 
the moft folemn vews that ever were made by man; and 
thofe aided by a violence and bafenefs unworthy of a hu- 
san creature. 

In time then, once more, I with you to confider your 
ways. Your golden dream cannot long laft. Your pre- 
fent courfe can yield you pleafure no longer than you can. 
keep off thought or reflection. A hardened infenfibility 
is the only foundation on which your inward tranquillity 
is built. When once a dangerous ficknefs feizes you ; 
when once effectual remorfe breaks in upon you; how 
dreadful will be your condition! How poor a triumph 
will you then find it, to have been able, by a feries of 
black perjuries, and ftudied bafenefs, under the name of 
Gallantry or Intrigue, to betray poor unexperienced young 
creatures, who perhaps knew nothing but their duty till 
they knew you!—Not one good action in the hour of Jan- 
guifhing to recollect, not one worthy intention to revolve, 
it will be all confcience and horror; and you will with to 
have it in your power to compound for annihilation. 

Rcfe&, Sir, that I can have no other motive in what I 
write, than your good, and the fafety of other incocent 
creatures, who may be drawn in by your wicked arts and 
perjuries. You have not, in my wifhes for your future 
weifare, the wifhes of a fuppliant wife, endeavouring for 
her ocn fake, as well as for yours, to induce you to reform 
thofe ways. ‘They are wholly difinterefted, as undeferved. 
But I fhould miftruit my own penitence, were I capable of 
wifhing to recompenfe evil for evit— if, black as your 
oftences have been again{ft me, I could not forgive, as I 
with to be forgiven. 

I repeat, therefore, that I do forgive you. And may the Al- 
mighty forgive you too! Nor have I, at the writing of this, 
any other efiential regrets than what are occafioned by the 
grief | have given to parents, who till I knew you were the 
mott indulgent of parents ; by the fcandal given to the other 
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branches of my family ; by the difreputation brought upon 
my Sex; and by the offence given to Virtue in my fall. 
As to myfelf, you have only robbed me of what once: 
were my favourite expectations in the tranfient life I fhall 
have quitted when you receive This. You have only been 
the caufe that I have been cut off in the bloom of youth, 
and of curtailing a life, that might have been agreeable to 
myfelf, or otherwife, as had fuited the defigns and ends of 
Providence. I have reafon to be thankful, for being ta- 
ken away from the evil of {upporting my part of a yoke, 
with a man fo uxhappy I will only fay, that, in all prc- 
bability, every hour I had lived with him might have 
brought with it fome new trouble. And I am (indeed 
through fharp afflictions and diftreffes) indebted to you, 
fecondarily, as I humbly prefume to hope, for fo many 
years of glory, as might have proved years of danger, 


’ temptation, and anguifh, had they been added to my mor- 


tal life. 

So, Sir, tho” no thanks to your intention, you have 
done me real fervice; and in return, I wifh you happy. 
But fuch has been your life hitherto, that you can have 
no time to lofe, in fetting about your repentance. Re- 
pentance to fuch as have lived only carelefly, and in the 
omiffion of their regular duties, and who never aimed to 
draw any poor creatures into evil, is not fo eafy a tak, 
nor fo much in our own power, as fome imagine. How 
dificult a grace then to be obtained, where the guilt is 
premeditated, wilful, and complicated ! 

To fay I once refpeéted you with a preference, is what 
I ought to bluth to own, fince at the very time, I was far 
from thinking you even amoral man ; tho’ I little thought 
that you, or indeed that any man breathing, cou!d be what 
you have proved yourfelf to be. But, indeed, Sir, I have 
long been greatly above you: For, from my heart I have’ - 
defpifed you, and all your ways, ever fince I faw what 
manner of man you were. 

Nor is it to be wondered, that I thould be able fo to do 
when that preference was not grounded on ignoble motives. 
For I was weak eneugh, and prefumptuous enough, to 
hope to be a means in the hand of Providence to reclaim 
a man, whom I thought worthy of the attempt. 

P 4 : No: 
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Nor have I yet, as you will fee by the pains I take, om 
this folemn occafion, to awaken you out of your fenfual 
dream, given over all hopes of this nature. 

Hear me therefore, O Lovelace! as one {peaking from 
the dead—Lofe no time— Set about your repentance in- 
ftantly — Be no longer the inftrument of Satan, to draw 
poor fouls into thofe fubtile fnares, which at laft fhall in- 
tangle your own feet. Seek not to multiply your offences, 
till they become beyond the poaver, as I may fay, of the 
Divine Mercy to forgive ; fince juffice, no lefs than mercy, 
is an attribute of the Almighty. 

Tremble and reform, when you read what is the portion 
of the wicked man from God. ‘Thus it is written : 

‘ The triumphing of the wicked is fhort, and the joy of — 

the hypocrite but for a moment. He is caft into a net 

by his own feet—He walketh upon a fnare. ‘ Terrors 
fhall make him afraid on every fide, and fhall drive him 
to his feet. His ftrength fhall be hunger-bitten, and 
deitruction fhall be ready at his fide. ‘The firft-born of 
_death fhall devour his ftrength. His remembrance fhall 
perith from the earth; and he fhall have no name in 
the ftreets. He fhall ‘be chafed out of the world. He 
fhall neither have fon nor nephew among his people. 
‘They that have {een him, fhall fay, Where is he? He 
fhall fly away as a dream: He fhall be chafed away 
as a vifion of the night. His meat is the gall of afps 
within him. He fhall flee from the iron weapon, and 
the bow of fteel fhall ftrike him thro’. A fire not blown 
fhall confume him. The heaven fhall reveal his ini- 
quity, and the earth fhall rife up againft him. The 
worm fhall feed fweetly on him. He fhall be no more 
remembered.—This 1s the fate of him that knoweth not 

God.’. 

Whenever you fhall be inclined to confult the Sacred 
Oracles, from whence the above threatenings are extracted, 
you will find doétrines and texts, which a truly penitent 
and contrite heart may lay hold of for its confolation. 

May yours, Mr. Lovelace, become fuch! And may 
you be enabled to efcape the fate denounced againft the 
abandoned man, and be intitled to the mercies of a long- 
HEHE and gracious God, is the fincere prayer of | ~ 

Crarissa HaRLowe, 
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“LETTER LXXXVIL. 
Mr. Loverace, To Joun Berrorp,. £/q; 
| M. Hall, Thurfday, Sept. 14. 
VER fince the fatal feventh of this month, I have 
been loft to myfelf, and to all the joys of life. I might 
have gone farther back than that fatal feventh; which, 
for the future, I will never fee anniverfarily revolve but 
in fables ; only till that curfed day I had fome gleams of 
hope now and then darting in upon me. 
They tell me of an odd letter I wrote to you (a). I 


" remember I did write. But very little of the contents of 


what I wrote do I remember. 


I have been inacurfed way. Methinks fomething has 
been working ftrangely retributive. I never was fucha 
feol as to difbelieve a Providence: Yet am I not for re- 
folving into judgments every-thing that temporarily 
~% ° . 
chances to wear an avenging face. Yet if we muft be 
punifhed either here or hereafter for our mifdeeds, better 
here, fay I, than hereafter, Have I not then an intereft 
to think my punifhment already not only begun, but 
completed; fince what I have fuffered, and do faffer, 
pafies all defcription ? 

To give but one inftance of the retributive—Here I, 
who was the barbarous caufe of the lofs of fenfes for a 
week together to the moft inimitable of women, have 
been punifhed with the lofs of my own — Preparative to 
——Who knows what ?—When, O when, fhall I know a 
joyful hour? 

I am kept exceffively low ; and exceffively low I am. 
This {weet creature’s pofthumous letter fticks clofe to 
me. All her excellencies rife up hourly to my remem- 
brance. x 

Yet dare I not to indulge in thefe melancholy reflections. 
I find my head ftrangely working again?>—Pen, begone! 

Friday, Sept. 15. 

I resuME, in a fprightly vein, I hope—Mowbray and 
Tourville have juft now — 

But what of Mowbray and Tourville ! — What's the 
world ?—What’s any- body in it? — 

| Yet 
(2) See bis delirious letter, p. 25% 
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Yet are they highly exafperated againft thee, for the 
‘laft letter thou wroteft to them (2)—Such an unfriendly, 
fuch a mercilefs —- . 

But it won't do !—I muft again lay down my pen—O 
Belford, Belford! Tam ftill, Iam ftill, moft miferably ab- 
fent from myfelf! Shall never, never, more be what I was! 

oy 


SatTurpDay, Sunday, Nothing done. Incapable of any- 
thing — 

Monday, Sept. 18. 

Heavy, damnably heavy, and fick at foul, by Jupiter ! 
-—-I muft come into their expedient. I muft fee what 
change of climate will do. 

_ You tell thefe fellows, and you tell me, of repenting 
and reforming—But I can do neither. He who cam, mutt 
not have the exindion of a Clariffa Harlowe to anfwer 
for.—Harlowe !—Curfe upon the name |—And curfe up- 
on myfelf for not changing it, as I might have done — 
Yet have I no need of urging a curfe upon myfelf — I 
have it effe€tually. | 

“To fay I once refpected you with a preference (4)’— 
In what ftiff language does maidenly modefty on thefe 
nice occafions exprefs itfelf! --- To fay I once loved youy. is 
the Englifh ; and there is truth and eafe in the expreffion. 
---* To fay I once loved you,’ then let it be; ‘ is what I 
© ought to blufh to own.’ 

And doft thou own it ?—Excellent creature! and doft 
thou then own it?---What mufic in thefe words from fuch 
an angel! --- What would I give that fhe were in being, 
and could and would own that fhe loved me? 

* But indeed, Sir, I have long been greatly zbove you.’ 

_ Long, my bleffed charmer !-.-Long indeed --- For you 
have been ever greatly above me, and above your fex, 
and above all the world. . 

_ © That preference was not grounded on ignoble mo- 
* tives.’ 

What a wretch was I, to be fo diftinguifhed by her, 
and yet to be fo unworchy of her hope to reclaim me! 

_ ‘Then, how generous her motives! Not for her own 
fake merely, not altogether for sine, did the hope to re- 

) | claim 

(a) This letter appears net, (2) See p. 319 
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claim me; but equally for the fake of innocents who 
might otherwife be ruined by me. 

And now, why did fhe write this letter, and why dire& 
it to be given me when an event the moft deplorable had 
- taken place, but for my good, and with a view to the 
fafety of innocents fhe knew not? --- And when was this 
letter written ? Was it not at the time, at the very time, 
that I had been purfuing her, as I may ag be from place to 
place; when her foul was bowed down by calamity and 
perfecution ; and herfelf was denied all forgivenefs from 
relations the moft implacable ? 

Exalted creature ! --- And couldft thou at /uch a time, 
and fo early, and in fuch circumftances, have fo far fub- 
dued thy own juft refentments, as to with happinefs to the 
principal author of all thy diftreffes ? With happinefs to 
bim who had robbed thee ‘ of all thy favourite expe¢tations 
* in this life ?? To him who had been the caufe ‘ that thow 
* wert cut off in the bloom of youth?’ 

Heavenly afpirer!— What a frame muft thou be in, 
to be able to ufe the word ONLY, in mentioning thefe 
important deprivations !—And as this was before thou put- 
tedft off mortality, may I not prefume, that thou now, 


* 


with pitying eye, - 
‘Not derogating from thy perfecdt blifs, 
Surveyft all heaven around, and wifbeft for me ? 


* Confider my ways’—Dear life of my life! Of what 
avail is confideration now, when J have loft the dear crea- 
ture, for whofe fake alone it was worth while to Aave con- 
fideration ?—Loft her beyond retrieve-—Swallowed up by 
the greedy grave—For ever loft her—-That, that’s the fting.= 
Matchlefs woman ! — How does this reflection wound me! 

‘ Your golden dream cannot long laft.-—Divine pro- 
phetefs! my golden dream 1s already over. ‘ Thought - 
‘ and reflection are no longer to be kept off.” —No Joxger 
continues that * hardened infenfibility’ thou chargeft upon 
me.——* Remorfe 4as broken in upon me.—* Dreadful és 
my condition ! ’---‘ It zs all confcience and horror with me! 
—A thoufand vulturs in turn are preying upon my heart / 

But no more of thefe fruitlefs reflections---Since I am 
incapable of writing alias elfe; fince my pen will 


ae 
Bees 


Farag) 
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flide into this gloomy fubjeé&t, whether I will or not; EF 


will once more quit it; nor will I again refume it, till ! 
can be more ts mafter, and my own. 

All I took pen to write for, is however unwritten. It 
was, in few words, to wifh you to proceed with your 
communications, as ufual. And why fhould you not ?--- 
Since, in her ever-to-be-lamented death, I know every- 
thing fhocking and grievous.---Acquaint me, then, with 


all thou knoweft, which I do zot know: How her rela- | 


tions, her cruel relations take it; and whether, now, the 
barbed dart of after-reflection flicks not in their hearts, as 
in mine, up to the very feathers. 


ah 

I wixt foon quit this kingdom. For now my Clariffa 
is no more, what is there in it (in the world indeed) worth 
living for ?---But fhould I not firft, by fome mafterly mif- 
chief, avenge her and myfelf upon her curfed family ? 

‘The accufed woman, they tell me, has broken her leg. 
_ Why was it not her neck? --- All, all, but what is owing 

to her relations, is the fault of that woman, and of her hell- 
born nymphs. The greater the virtue, the nobler the tri- 
umph, was a fentence for ever in their mouths.---I have 
had it feveral times in my head to fet fire to the exccrable 

houfe ; and to watch at the doors and windows, that not 
a devil in it efcape the confuming flames. Had the houfe 
ftood by itfelf, I had certainly done it. . 

But, it feems, the old wretch is in the way to be re- 
warded, without my help. A fhocking letter is received 
of fomebody’s, in relation to her---Yours, I fuppofe---Too 
fhocking for me, they fay, tofeeat prefent (2). — 

They govern me as a child in ftrings: Yet did I fuffer 
f) much in my fever, that I am willing to bear with them, 
wii I can get tolerably well. 

At prefent I can neither eat, drink, nor fleep. Yet are 
my dijorders nothing to what they were: For, Jack, my 
*prain was on fire day and night: And had it not been of 

the «fi: fics kind, it had all been confumed. 

I had no diftin€ ideas, but of dark and confufed mifery ; 
It avas all confetence and horror indeed! Thoughts of hang- 
ing, drowning, fhooting; then rage, violence, mifchief, 
ana defpair, took their turns with me. My lucid inter- 


(a) See p. 256, vals 
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vals ftill worfe, giving me to refle&t upon what I was the 
hour before, and what I was likely to be the next, and 
perhaps for life---The {port of enemies! the laughter of 
fools! and the hanging-fleev’d, go-carted property of hired 
flaves; who were perhaps to find their account in ma- 
nacling, and {abhorr’d thought!) in perfonally abufing me 
by blows and ftripes ! | | 

Who can bear {uch reflections as thefe?: To be made to 
fear only, to {uch a one as me, and to fear fuch wretches 
too !---What a thing was this, but remotely to apprehend ! 
And yet, for a man to be in fuch a ftate, as to render it 
neceffary for his deareft friends to fuffer this to be done 
for his own fake, and in order to prevent further mif- 
chief !---There is no thinking of thefe things ! 

I will zor think of them, therefore: But will either get 
a train of chearful ideas, or hang myfelf, by to-morrow 
morning. : 

————— _ To be a dog, and dead, 
Were paradife, to fuch a life as mine. 


LETTER LXXXVIIL. 
Mr, Loverace, To Joun Berrorp, Eq; 


Wedn. Sept. 20. 
| Write to demand back again my laft letter. I own it 
was my mind at the different times I wrote it; and, 
whatever ailed me, I could not 4e/p writing it. Sucha 
gloomy impulfe came upon me, and increafed as I wrote, 
that, for my foul, I could not forbear running into the 
Miferable. 

Tis ftrange, very ftrange, that a man’s con{cience fhould 
be able to force his fingers to write whether he will or 
not; and to run him into a fubje€t he more than once, 
at the very time, refolved not to think of. | 

Nor is it lefs ftrange, that (no new reafon occurring) 
he fhould, in a day or two more, fo totally change his 
mind; have his mind, I fhould rather fay, fo wholly 
illuminated by gay hopes, and rifing profpeéts, as to be 
afhamed of what he had written. 

For, on reperufal of a copy of my letter, which fell into 
my hands by accident, in the hand-writitg-of my coufin 

Charlotte, 
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Charlotte, who, unknown to me, had tranfcribed it, I find — 


it to be fuch a letter as an enemy would rejoice to fee. 

This I know, that were I to have continued but one 
week more in the way I was in when I wrote the latter 
part of it, I fhould have been confined, and in ftraw, 
the next: For I now recolled, that all my diftemper was 
returning upon me with irrefiftible violence--and that in 
{pite of water-gruel and foupe maigre. oS 

I own, that I am ftill exceffively grieved at the difap- 
pointment this admirable woman made it fo much her 
whimfical choice to give me. But, fince it has thus fallen 
out; fince fhe was determined to leave the world; and 
fince fhe actually ceafes to de; ought I, who have fuch a 
fhare of life and health in hand, to indulge gloomy re- 
fletions upon an event that is paffed; and deing paffed, 
cannot be recalled ?—Have | not had a fpecimen of what 
will be my cafe, if I do? 

For, Belford (‘tis a folly to deny it) I have been, to 
ufe an old word, quite befraught. 

Why, why, did my mother bring me up to bear no 
controul? Why was I fo educated, as that to my very 
tutors it was a requeft, that I fhould not know what con- 
tradition or difappointment was ?— Ought fhe not to 
have known what cruelty there was in her kindnefs ? 

What a punifhment, to have my firft very great difap- 
pointment touch my intellect !— And intelleéts once 
‘touched—But that I cannot bear to think of—Only thus 


- far; The very repentance and amendment wifhed me fo — 


heartily by my kind and crofs dear, have been invali- 
dated and poftponed, who knows for how long? the 
amendment at leaft:—Can a madman be capable of either ? 

Once touch’d therefore, I muft endeavour to banifh 
thofe gloomy reflections, which might otherwi/e have 
brought on the right turn of mind; and this, to exprefs 
myfelf in Lord M.’s ftyle, that my wits may not be fent 
a wooll-gathering. 

For, let me moreover own to thee, that Dr.-Hale, who 
was my good 4fol/fo [You read Ariofto, Jack} and has 
brought me back my wt-jar, had much ado, by ftarving 
diet, by profufe phlebotomy, by flaying blifters, eylet- 
hole-cupping, a. dark room, a midnight folitude in a mid- 

day 
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day fun, to effeét my recovery. And now, for my com- 
fort, he tells me, that [ may ftill have returns upon full 
moons—Horrible! moft horrible !—and muft be as care- 
ful of myfelf at both Equinoétials, as Czfar.was warned _ 
to be of the ides of March. 

How my heart fickens at looking back upon what 
I was. Denied the Sun, and all comfort: 4// my 
vifiters, low-born, tiptoe attendants: Even thofe tiptoe 
flaves never approaching me but periodically, armed with 
gallipots, bolus’s, and cephalic draughts; delivering their 
orders to me in hated whifpers ; and anfwering other cur- 
tain-holding impertinents, inquiring how I was, and how 
I took their execrable potions, whifperingly too! What 
a curfed ftill-life this !—-Nothing active in me, or about 
me, but the worm that never dies. 

Again I haften from the recollection of fcenes, which 
will, at times, obtrude themfelves upon me. 

Adieu, Belford ! 

But return me my laft letter—and build nothing upon 
its contents. I muff, I will, I have already, overcome 
thefe fruitlefs gloomineffes. Every hour my conftitution 
rifes ftronger and ftronger to befriend me; and, except 
a tributary figh now and then to the memory of my heart’s 
beloved, it gives me hope, that I fhall quickly be what I 
was,—Life, {pirit, gaiety, and once more the plague of a 
Sex, that has been my plague, and will be every man’s 
plague, at one time or other of his life. 

I repeat my defire, however, that you will write to me 
as ufual. I hope you have good ftore of particulars by 
you to communicate, when I can better bear to hear of 
the difpofitions that were made for all that was mortal of 
my beloved Clariffa. 

But it will be the joy of my heart to be told, that her 
implacable friends are plagued with remorfe. Such things 
as thofe you may zow fend me: For company in mifery 
is fome relief; efpecially when a man can think thofe he 
hates as miferable as himfelf. 

Once more adieu, Jack ! 


LE T- 
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“LETTER LXxXxXiIxX, 
Mr. Loverace, Jo Joun Betrorp, Ef; 


Am preparing to leave this kingdom. Mowbray and 
Tourville promife to give me their company in a 
month or two. 

Pll give thee my route. 7 | 

I fhall firft to Paris; and, for amufement and diverfion 
fake, try to renew fome of my old friendfhips: ‘Thence 
to fome of the German courts: Thence, perhaps, to Vi- 
enna: Thence defcend thro’ Bavaria and the Tyrol to 
Venice, where I shall keep the carnival: Thence to Flo-. 
rence and Turin: Thence again over mount Cenis to 
France: And, when I return again to Paris, fhal] expec 
to fee my friend Belford, who by that time, I doubt not, 
will be all crufted and bearded over with penitence, felf- 
denial, and mortification ; a very anchorite, only an itine- 
_ rant one, journeying over in hope to cover a multitude of 
his own fins, by profelyting his old companion. 

But let me tell thee, Jack, if ftock rifes on, as it has 
done fince I wrote my laft letter, I am afraid thou wilt find 
a difficult tafk in fucceeding, fhould fuch be thy purpofe. 

Nor, I verily think, can thy own penitence and re- 
formation hold. Strong habits are not fo eafily rooted 
out. Old Satan has had too much benefit from thy faith- 
ful fervices, for a feries of years, to let thee fo eafily get 
out of his clutches, He knows what will do with thee. 
A fine ftrapping Bona Roba, in the Chartres-tafte, but 
well-limb’d, clear-complexion’d, and Turkifh-ey’d;- thou 
the firft man with her, or made to believe fo, which is the 
fame thing; how will thy frofty face fhine upon fuch an 
obje&! How will thy triftful vifage be illumined by it! 
A compofition will be made between thee and the grand 
tempter: Thou wilt promife to do him fuit and fervice 
till old age and inability come. And then will he, in all 
probability, be fure of thee forever. For, wert thou to 
outlive thy prefent reigning appetites, he will trump up 
fome other darling fin, or make a now -fecondary one 
darling, in order to keep thee firmly attached to his in- 
‘fernal interefts. ‘Thou wilt continue refolving to amend, 


but 


Tc eee = - 


Mifs Clariffa Hatlowe. 329 
but never amending, till grown old before thou art aware, 
(a dozen years after thou art old with every-body elfe) thy 
for-time-built tenement having lafled its allotted period, 
he claps down upon thy grizzled head the univerfal trap- 
door: And then all will be over with thee in his own way. 


But yet I cannot help warning thee of the danger thou 
art actually in; which is the greater, as thou feemeft not to 
know it. A few words more, therefore, on this fubject. 

Thou haft made good refolutions. If thou keepeft them 
not, thqu wilt never be able to keep any. But, neverthe- 


fix to one thou faileft. Were it only that thou haft re- 
Sckved, fix to one thou faileft. And if thou doft, thou 
wilt become the fcoff of men, and the triumph of devils. 
—Then how will I laugh at thee! For this warning is 
not from principle. Perhaps I wifh it were: But I never 
lyed to man, and hardly ever faid truth to woman. The 
firft is what all free livers cannot fay: The fecond, what 
every one can. 

I am mad again, by Jupiter !—But, thank my ftars, not 
gloomily fo!— Farewel, farewel, farewel, for the third 
or fourth time, concludes 
| Thy LoveLace. 


I believe Charlotte and you are in private league to- 

gether. Letters, I find, have paffed between her, 
and you, and Lord M. I have been kept ftrangely 
in the dark of late: But will foon break upon 
you all, as the Sun upon a midnight thief. Re- 
member, gt you never fent me the copy of my 
Beloved’s Will. 


bE Fee RR XC. 
Mr, BELFoRD, Yo RoBerT Loverace, £/q3 


Friday, Sept. 22. 
UST as I was fitting down to anfwer yours of the 
14th to the 18th, in order to give you all the con- 


folation in my power, came your revoking letter of Wed- | 


nefday. | 
Tam 


Thou wilt think thefe hints uncharacteriftic from me,. 


lefs, the devil and thy time of life are againft thee: And’ 
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I am really concerned, and difappointed, thaf your firft 
was fo foon followed by one fo contrary to it. 

‘The fhocking letter you mention, which your friends 
with-hold from you, is indeed from me. ‘They may now, 
I fee, fhew you any-thing. Afk them, then, for that let- 
ter, if you think it worth while to read aught about the 
true mother of your mind. 

ss ESS - 

I witt fuppofe, that thou haft juft read the letter thou 
calleft fhocking; and which I intended to be fo. And 
let me afk, What thou thinkeft of ic? Doft thou not 
tremble at the horrors the vileft of women labours with, 
on the apprehenfions of death, and future judgment ?— 
How fit the refleCtions that muft have been raifed. by the 
perufal of this letter upon thy yet unclofed eylet-holes ? 
Will not fome ferious thoughts mingle with thy melilot, 
‘and tear off the callus of thy mind, as that may flay the 
leather from thy back, and as thy epifpaftics may ftrip the 
parchment from thy plotting head? If not, then indeed 
is thy confcience feared, and no hopes will lie for thee. 


Mr. Belford then gives an account of the wretched Sin- 
clair’s terrible exit, which he had juft then reciived. 


If this move thee not, I have news to acquaint thee 
with, of another difmal cataftrophe that is but within this 
hour come to my ear, of another of thy bleifed agents. 
Thy Tomuinson !—Dying, and, in all probability, be- » 
fore this can reach thee, dead, in Maidftone gaol. As 
thou fayft in thy firft letter, * fomething ftrangely retri- 
* butive feems to be working.’ 

This his cafe. He was at the head of a gang of 
fmugglers, endeavouring to carry off run goods, landed laft 
- Tuefday, when a party of dragoons came up with them 
in the evening. Some of his comrades fled. M*Donald 
being furrounded, attempted to fight his way thro’, and ~ 
wounded his man ; but having received a fhot in his neck, 
and being cut deeply in the head by a broad-fword, he 
fell from his harfe, was taken, and carried to Maidftone- 
gaol: And there my informant left him, juit dying,, and 
affured of hanging if he recover. 

_ Abfolutely deftitute, he got a kinfman of his to apply to 
me, 
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me, and, if in town, to the reft of the confraternity, for 
fomething, not to /upport him was the word (for he ex- 
pected not to live till the fellow returned) but to bury him. - 

I never employed him but once; and then he ruined. 
my project. I now thank Heaven that he did. But I 
fent him three guineas; and promifed him more, as from 
you, and Mowbray, and Tourville, if he live a few days, 
or to take his tryal. AndI put:it upon you to make fur- 
ther inquiry of him, and to give him what you think fit. ' 

His meffenger tells me, That he is very penitent: That 
he weeps continually. He cries out, that he has been the 
vileft of men: Yet palliates, that his neceffities made him 
worfe than he fhould otherwife have been {An excufe 
which none of zs can plead}: But that what touched him 
mott of all, was a vile impoiture he was put upon, to ferve 
acertain gentleman of fortune, to the ruin of the moft 
excellent woman that ever lived ; and who, he had heard, 
was dead of grief. | 

Let me confider, Lovelace --- Whofe turn can be next ? 
--- I with it may not bethine. But fince thou giveft me 
one piece of advice (which I fhouid indeed have thought 
out of character, hadft thou not taken pains to convince 
me, that it proceeds not from prizciple) I will give thee 
another: And that is, ‘ Profecute, as faft as thou canft, thy 
‘intended tour.’ Change of fcene, and of climate, may 
eftablith thy health: While this grofs air, and the approach . 
of winter, may thicken thy blood ; and, with the help of 
a confcience, that is upon the ftruggle with thee, and like 
a cunning wreftler watches its opportunity to give thee an- 
other fall, may make thee miferable for thy life. 

T return your revoked letter. Don’t deftroy it, how- 
ever. The fame dialect may one day come in fafhion 
with you again. 

As to the family at Harlowe-Place, I have moft affect- 
ing letters from Colonel Morden relating to their grief and | 
dittrefs. You, to whom the occafion is owing, do well 
to rejoice in their compunétion: But, as one well ob- 
ferves, Averfe as they were to you, they mufi and they 
avould have been reconciled in time, bad you done her juflice. 

I fhould be forry, if T could not fay, that what you 
have warned me of in /port, makes me tremble in carnef. 

I hope 
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{ hope (for this is a ferious fubje€t with me, tho’ nothing 
can be fo with you) that I never fhall deferve, by my 
apoftafy, to be the fcoff of men, and the triumph of devils. 

AH that you fay, of the difficulty of conquering rooted 
habits, is but too true. Thofe, and time of life, are in- 
deed too much againft me: But, when I reflect upon the 
ends, (fome untimely) of thofe of our companions whom 
we have formerly left; upon Belton’s miferable exit ; up- 
on the howls and fcreams of Sinclair, which are ftill in 
my ears; and now upon your miferable Tomlinfon ; and 
compare their ends with the happy and defirable end of 
the inimitable Mifs Harlowe; I hope ] have reafon to 
think my footing morally fecure. Your caution, never- 
thelefs, will be of ufe, however you might defign it: 
And fince I know my weak fide, I will endeavour to for- 
tify myfelf in that quarter by marriaze, as foon as I can 
make myfelf worthy of the confidence and efteem of fome 
virtuous woman; and, by this means, become the fub- 
ject of your envy, rather than ef your f{coffs. 

I have already begun my retributory purpofes, as I may ° 
call them. I have fettled an annual fum for life upon-poor 
John Loftus, whom I difabled, while he was endeavouring 
to protect his young miftrefs from my lawlefs attempts. I 
rejoice, that I fucceeded not in that ; as I do in recolleét- 
ing many others of the like fort, in which I mifcarried. 

Poor Farley, who had become a bankrupt, I have fet 
up again: But have declared, that the annual allowance 
I make her fhall ceafe, if I hear fhe returns to her former 
courfes: And I have made her accountable for her con- 
duc& to the good widow Lovick, whom I have taken, at a 
handfome falary, for my houfekeeper at Edgeware (for I 
have let the houfe at Watford) ; and fhe is to difpenfe the 
quarterly allotment to her, as fhe merits. 

This good woman fhall have other matters of the like 
nature under her care, as we grow better acquainted: And 
I make no doubt that fhe will anfwer my expeCtations, and 
that I fhall be both confirmed and improved by her con- 
verfation: For fhe fhall generally fit at my own table. ~ 

The undeferved fufferings of Mifs Clariffa Harlowe, 
her exalted merit, her exemplary preparation, and her 
happy end, will be ftanding fubje&ts with us. 

She 
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She fhall read to me, when I have no company ; write 
for me, out of books, paffages fhe fhall recommend. Her 
years (turn’d of fifty) and her good charatter, will fecure 
me from {candal ; and I have great pleafure in reflecting, 
that I fhall be better myfelf for making her happy. 

‘Then, whenever I am in danger, I will read fome of the 
admirable lady’s papers: Whenever I would abhor my 
former ways, I will read fome of thine, and copies of my 
own. 

The confequence of all this will be, that I fhall be the 
delight of my own relations of both fexes, who were wont 
to look upon me as a loft man. I fhall have good order 
in my own family, becaufe I fhall give the example my- 
felf. I fhall be vifited and refpected, not perhaps by 
Lovelace, by Mowbray, and by Tourville, becaufe they 
cannot fee me upon the o/d terms, and will not, perhaps, 
fee me upon the zew, but by the beft and worthielft gentle- 
men, clergy as well as laity, all around me. I fhall look 
upon my paft follies with contempt ; upon my old compa- 
nions with pity. Oaths and curfes fhall be for ever banifhed 
from my mouth: In their place fhall fucceed converfation 
becoming a rational peings and a gentleman. And in- 
flead of acts of offence, fubjecting me perpetually to acts 
of defence, will I endeavour to atone for my paft evils, by 
doing all the good in my power, and by becoming an uni- 
verfal benefactor to the extent of that power. : 

Now, tell me, Lovelace, upon this faint fketch of what 
T hope to ao, and to ée, if this be nota fcheme infinitely 
preferable to the wild, the pernicious, the dangerous ones, 
both to body and foul, which we have purfued ? 

I wifh I could make my fketch as amiable to you, as it 
appears tome. I with it with all my foul: For I always 
loved you. It has been my misfortune that I did: For 
this led me into infinite riots and follies, which otherwife, 
I verily think, I-fhould not have been guilty of. 

You, have a great deal more to anfwer for, than I have, 
were it only in the temporal ruin of this. admirable wo- 


/ man. Let me now, while yet you have youth, and 


health, and intelle&t, prevail upon you: For J am afraid, 
very much afraid, that fuch is the enormity of this fingle 
wickednefs, in depriving the world of fuch a fhining light, 

ae 
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that if you do not quickly reform, it will be out of your 


power to reform at all; and that Providence, which has "_ 


already given you the fates of your agents Sinclair and 
Tomlinfon to take warning by, will not let the principal 
offender efcape, if he flight the warning. 

You will, perhaps, laugh at me for thefe ferious reflec- 
tions. Do, if you will. I had rather you fhould laugh 
at me for continuing in this way of thinking and acting, 
than triumph over me, as you threaten, on my {werving 
from purpofes I have determined upon with fuch good 
reafon, and from fuch good examples. 

And fo much for this fubje& at prefent. 

__ I fhould be glad to know when you intend to fet out. 
I have too much concern for your welfare, not to wifh 
you in a thinner air, and more certain climate. 

What have Tourville and Mowbray to do, that 
- they cannot fet out with you? They will not covet 
my company, I dare fay ; and I fhall not be able to en- 
dure theirs, when you are gone: Take them therefore 
with you. 

I will not, however, forfwear making you a vifit at 
Paris, at your return from Germany and Italy: But hardly 
with the hope of reclaiming you, if due reflection upon 
what I have fet before you, and upon what you have 
written in your two laft, will not by that time have done it. 

I fuppofe I fhall fee you before you go. Once more, I 
wifh you were gone. This heavy ifland-air cannot do 
for you what that of the continent will. 

I do not think I ought to communicate with you, asI _ 
ufed to do, on this fide the Channel: Let me then hear 
from you on the oppofite fhore, and you fhall command 
the pen, as you pleafe; and, honeftly, the power, of 
7 J. BeLrorp. 


LETTER XC. 


Mr, Loveiace, To JoHN Betrorp, E/q; 
me Tucfday, Sept. 26. 
FE ATE, I believe in my confcience, {pins threads for 
tragedies, on purpofe for thee to weave with.—Thy 
Watford uncle, poor Belton, the fair Inimitable (Exalted 
creature! 
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creature! and is fhe to be found in fuch a lift!) the ac-. 
curfed woman, and Tomlinfon, feem to have been all 
doomed to give thee a theme for the Difmal and the Hor- 
rible!—And, by my foul, as Lord M. would phrafe it, 
thou doft work it going. 

That’s the horrid thing: A man cannot begin to thing, 
but cau/es for thought croud in upon him: The gloomy 
takes place; and mirth and gaiety abandon his heart for 
ever ! | 
Poor M‘Donald! — JI am really forry for the fel- 
low. — He was an ufeful, faithful, folemn varlet, who 
could a& incomparably any part given him, and knew 
not what a blufh was.—He really took honeft pains for 
me in the laft affair; which has coft him and me fo dearly 
in reflection. Often gravell’d, as we both were, yet was 
he never daunted. — Poor M‘Donald, I muft once more 
. fay !—For carrying on a folemn piece of roguery, he had 
no equal. 

I was fo folicitous to know if he were really as bad as 
thou haft a knack of painting every-body whom thou 
fingleft out to exercife thy murdering pen upon, that I 
difpatched a man and horfe to Maiditone, as foon as I had 
thine ; and had word brought me, that he died in two 
hours after he had received thy three guineas. And all 
thou wroteft of his concern in relation to the ever-dear 
Mifs Harlowe, it feems, was true. 

I can’t help it, Belford!—I have only to add, that it is 
happy that the poor fellow lived not to be hanged ; as it 
feems he would have been: For who knows, as he had 
got into fuch a penitential ftrain, what might have been 
in his dying f{peech ? 

When a man has not great good to comfort himfelf 
with, it is right to make the beft of the /:tt/e that may of- 
fer. There never was any difcomfort happened to mortal 
man, but fome little ray of confolation would dart in, if 
the wretch was not fo much a wretch, as to draw, inftead 
of undraw, the curtain, to keep it out. 

And fo much, at this time, and for ever, for poor Capt. 
Tomlinfon, as J called him. | 

Your folicitade to get me out of this heavy changeable 


climate, exactly tallies with every-body’s here. They all 
‘ believe, 
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believe, that travelling will eftablifh me. Yet I think I 
am quite well. Only thefe plaguy zew"s and fud’s, and 
the eguinofials, fright me a little when I think of them ; 
and that is always: For the whole family are continually 
ringing thefe changes in my ears, and are more feduloufly 
intent, than I can well account for, to get me out of the 
kingdom. | oo: Oh ae 

» But wilt thou write often, when Iam gone? Wilt thou 
then piece the thread where thou brokeft it off? Wilt thou 
give me the particulars of ¢heir diftrefs, who were my 
auxiliaries in bringing on the event that affects me ? — 
Nay, principals rather: Since, fay what thou wilt, what 
did I do worth a woman’s breaking her heart for? 

Faith and troth, Jack, I have had very hard ufage, as I 
have often faid :—To have fuch a plaguy ill name given 
me, pointed at, {creamed out upon, run away from, as a 
mad dog would be; all my own friends ready to renounce 
me {— 

Yet I think I deferve it all: For have I not been as 
ready to give up myfelf, as others are to condemn me? 

What madnefs, what folly, this!—-Who will take the 
part of a man that condemns -himfelf ?—Who can? He 
that pleads guilty to an indi€tment, leaves no room for 
ought but the fentence. Out upon me, for an impolitic 
wretch! I have not the art of the leaft artful of any of 
our Chriftian princes; who .every day are guilty of 
ten times. worfe breaches of faith ; and yet, iffuing out a 
manifefto, they wipe their mouths, and go on from in- 
fraction to infraction, from robbery to robbery ; commit 
-_devaftation upon devaftation; and deftroy—for their glory! 
And are rewarded with the names of Conquerors, and are 
dubb’d Le Grand; praifed, and even deified, by oraters 

and poets, for their butcheries and depredaticns. 
| While I,-a poor, fingle, harmlefs prowler; at leaft com- 
paratively harmlefs ; in order to fatisfy my hunger, fteal 
but one poor lamb; and every mouth is opened, every 
hand is lifted up, againft me. 

Nay, as I have juft now heard, I am to be manifeftoed 
againit, tho’ no prince: For Mifs Howe threatens to have 
the cafe publifhed to the whole world. 

I have a good mind not to oppofe it; and to write an 

| an{wer 


a a ee ee ee —_— ore 


| Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 337 


anfwer to it, as foon as it comes forth, and exculpate my- 
felf, by throwing all the fault upon the old ones. And 
this I have to plead, {uppofing all that my worft enemies can 
allege againft me were true,— That I am not an{werable 
for all the extravagant and unforefeen confequences that 
this affair has been attended with. 

And this I will prove demonftrably by a cafe, which, 
but a few hours ago, I put to Lord M. and to the two 
Miffes Montague, This it 1s: 


Suppofe 4, a mifer, had hid a parcel of gold in a /e- 
cret place, in order to keep it there, till he could lend 
it out at extravagant intereft. . 

Suppofe B in fuch great want of this treafure, as to be 
unable to Jive without it. : 

And fuppofe 4, the mifer, has fuch an opinion of B, 
the wanter, that he would rather lend it to him, than 

_ to any mortal living ; but yet, tho” he has mo other 
ufe in the world for it, infifts upon very uncon- 
{cionable terms. | 

B would gladly pay common intereft for it; but would 
be undone (in 4is own opinion, at leaft, and that is 
every-thing to him) if he complied with the mifer’s 
ferms ; fince he would be fure to be foon thrown in- 
to gaol for the debt, and made a prifoner for life. 
Wherefore guefling (being an arch, penetrating tel- 
low) where the /awveet hoard lies, he fearcbes for it, 
when the mifer is in a profound /Ieep, finds it, and runs 
away with it. 

B, in this cafe, can be only a thief, that’s plain, Jack. 


Here Mifs Montague put in very {martly.—A thief, 
Sir, faid fhe, that fteals what is and ought to be dearer 
to me than my life, deferves lefs to be forgiven, than he 
who murders me. 7 

But what is this, coufin Charlotte, faid I, that is dearer 


to you, than your life? Your sonour, you'll fay—I will 


not talk to a lady (I never did) in a way fhe cannot an- 
{wer me—But in the inftance for which I put my cafe 
(allowing all you attribute to the phantom) what honour 
is loft, where the wz// is not violated, and the perfon can- 


not help it? But, with refpeét to the cafe put, how knew 
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we, till the theft was committed, that the mifer did a€tu- 
ally fet fo romantic a value upon the treafure ? 

Both my coufins were filent ; and my Lord curfed me, 
becaufe he could not anfwer me ; and I proceeded. 

Well then, the refult is, that B can only be a thief 
that’s plain—To purfue, therefore, my cafe — 


Suppofe this fame miferly 4, on awaking, and fearch- 
ing for, and: finding his treafure gone, takes it fo 
much to heart, that he ‘tarves himfelf; 

Who but himfelf is to blame for-that ?>—~—Would either 
Equity, Law, or Confcience, -hang B fora murder ? 

And now to apply, faid [— 7 


None of your applications, cried my coufins, both in 
a breath. 

None of your applieations, and be d——n’d to you, the 
paffionate Peer. | 

Well then, returned J, I am to condlude it to be’a cafe 
fo plain, that it needs none ;- looking at the two girls, who 
_ tried for a blufh apiece. And I hold myfelf, of confe- 
quence, acquitted of the dearh. : 

Not fo, cried my Lord [Peers are judges, thou knoweft, 
Jack, in the laft refort): For if, by committing an un- 
Jawful a&t, a capital crime is the confequente, you are 
anfwerable for both. 

Say you fo, my good Lord ?— But will you take upon 
you to fay, fuppofing (as in the prefent cafe) a Rape (faving 
your prefence, coufin Charlotte,-faving your prefence, 
coufin Patty); Is death the zatural confequence of a Rape? 
—-Did you ever hear, my Lord, or did you, Ladies, that 
it was?—And if not the zatura/ confequence, and a lady 
will deftroy ‘herfelf, whether by a lingering death, as of 
grief; or by the dagger, as Lucretia did; Is there more 
than one fault the man’s?—Is not the other ber’s ?--Were 
it not fo, let me tell you, my dears, chucking each of 
my blufhing coufins under the chin, we either have had 
no men fo wicked as young Tarquin was, or no women 
fo virtuous as Lucretia, in the {pace of How many thou- 
fand years, my Lord ?—And fo Lucretia is recorded as a 
fingle wonder ! 

You may believe I was cry’d out upon. People who 

| cannot 
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cannot. anfwer, will rave: And -this they all did. Bue [ 
infifted upon it to them, and fo I do to you, Jack, -that.I 
ought,to be acquitted of every-thing but a common theft, 
a private larceny, as the Jawyers call it, in this point. .And 
were my life to bea forfeit to the Law, it would not be 
for murder. _ , 

Befides, as I told them, there was a cireumflance ftrong- 

ly in my favour in this cafe: For I would have been glad, 
with all my foul, to have purchafed my forgivenefs by a 
compliance with the terms I firft boggled at. And this I 
offered ; and my Lord, and ‘Lady Betty, and Lady. Sarah, 
aod my two coufins, and all my coufins coufins, to the 
fourteenth generation, would have been bound for me— 
But it would not-do: The {weet mifer would break her 
heart, and die; and how could I help it? ; 
_- Upon the whole, Jack, had not the lady died, .would 
there haye been half fo much faid of it, as there is? Was 
I-the caufe of her death ? or, Could I help it? And have 
there not been, ina million of- cafes like this, nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine thoufand that have not ended as this 
has ended ?—How hard, then, is my fate! — Upon my 
foul, I won’t bear.it as I have done ;. but, inftead of take- 
ing guilt to. myfelf, claim pity. And this (fince yefterday 
sannot be recalled) is the only caurfe I can purfue to make 
myfelf eafy. Proceed anon. 


LETTER XCIU. 
Mr. Lovevace, To Jonn Betrorp, Efy; 


B UT what a pretty fcheme of life haft thou drawn out 
A for thyfelf, and thy old widow! By my foul, Jack, 
I am mightily taken with it. There is but one thing 
‘wanting in it ;. and that will come of courfe: Only to be 
in the commiflion,. and one of the quorum. ‘Thou art al- 
ready provided with a clerk, as good as thou’lt want; 
-for thou underftandeft Law, and fhe Confcience: A 
good Lord Chancellor between ye !—I fhould take prodi- 
gious pleafure to hear thee decide in a baftard cafe, upon 
_thy new notions, and old remembrances. 

But raillery apart [All gloom at heart, by Jupiter! al- 
-tho’ the pen and the countenance affume airs of levity!]: 
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If, after all, thou canft fo eafily repent and reform, as 
thou thinkeft thou canft: If thou canft thus fhake off thy 
old fins, and thy old habits: And if thy old mafter will- 
fo readily difmifs fo tried and fo faithful a fervant, and 
permit thee thus calmly to enjoy thy new fyftem ; no room 
for fcandal ; all temptation ceafing: And if at laft (thy 
reformation warranted and approved by time) thou mar- 
rieft, and liveft honeft :—-Why, Belford, I cannot but fay, 
that if all thefe IF’s come to pafs, thou ftandeft a good’ 
chance to be a happy man ! 

All I think, as I told thee in my laft, is, that the devil 
knows his own intereft too well, to let thee off fo eafily.: 
Thou thyfelf telleft me, that we cannot repent when we 
will. And indeed I found it fo: For, in my lucid inter- 
vals, I made good refolutions: But, as health turned its. 
blyth fide to me, and opened my profpects of recovery, 
all my old inclinations and appetites returned; and this 
letter, perhaps, will be a thorough conviction to thee, 
that I am as wild a fellow as ever, or in the way to be fo. 

Thou afkeft me, very ferioufly, If, upon the faint tketch 
thou haft drawn, thy new fcheme be not infinitely prefer- 
able to any of thofe which we have fo long purfued i— 
Why, Jack—Let me reflet—Why, Belford—I can’t fay 
but itis. It is really, as Rene in the play fays, a good 
comfortable {fcheme. 

But when thou telleft me, That it was thy misfortune 
to love me, becaufe thy value for me made thee a wickeder 
man than othcrwife thou wouldft have been; I defire thee 
to revolve this affertion: And I am perfuaded, that thou 
wilt not find thyfelf in fo right a train as thou imagineft. 

No falfe colourings, no gloffes, does a true penitent 
aim at.. Debafement, difidence, mortification, contrition, 
are all near of kin, Jack, and infeparable from a repentant 
fpirit.—If thon knoweft not this, thou art not got three 
fleps (out of threefcore) towards repentance and amend- 
ment. And let me remind thee, before the grand accufer 
comes to do it, that thou wert ever above being a paffive 
follower in iniquity. Tho’ thou hadft not fo good an in- 
vention as he to whom thou writeft, thou hadft as aé- 
ive an heart for mifchief, as ever I met with in man. 

Then for improving an hint, thou wert always a true 

Englifh- 
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Englifhman. I never ftarted a roguery, that did not come 
out of ty forge in a manner ready anvilled and ham- 
mered for execution, when I have fometimes been at a lofs 
to make any-thing of it myfelf. 

What indeed made me appear to be more wicked than 
- thee, was, that I being a handfome fellow, and thou an 
ugly one, when we had ftarted a game, and hunted it 
down, the poor frighted pufs generally chofe to throw 
herfelf into my paws, rather tnan into thine: And then, 
difappointed, haft thou wiped thy blubber-lips, and march- 
ed off to ftart a new game, calling me a wicked fellow all 
the while. 

In fhort, Belford, thou wert an excellent farter and 
fetter. The old women were not afraid for their daugh- 
ters, when they faw fuch a face as thine. But, when J 
came, whip, was the key turned upon their girls. And 
yet all fignified nothing ; for Love, upon occafion, will 
draw an elephant thro’ a key-hole. But for thy Heart, 
Belford, who ever doubted that ? 

Nor even in this affair, that fticks moft upon me, and 
which my confcience makes fuch a handle of againft me, 
art thou fo innocent as thou fanfieft thyfelf. Thou wile 
flare at this: But it is true; and I will convince thee of 
it in an inftant. 

Thou fayft, thou wouldft have faved the lady from the 
ruin fhe met with. Thou art a pretty fellow for this: For 
bow wouldft thou have faved her? What methods didft 
thou twke to fave her ? 

Thou kneweft my defigns all along. Hadft thou a 
mind to make thy(elf a good title to the merit to which 
thou now pretendeft to lay claim, thou fhouldeft, like a 
true knight-errant, have fought to fet the lady free from 
her inchanted caftle. Thou fhouldft have apprifed her of 
her danger ; have ftolen in, when the giant was out of the 
way ; or, hadit thou the true fpirit of chivalry upon thee, 
and nothing elfe would have done, have killed the giant ; 
and then fomething wouldft thou have had to brag of. 

‘ © but the giant was my friend: He repofed a confi- 
‘ dence in me: And I fhould have betrayed my friend, 
© and his confidence!’ This thou wouldit have pleaded, 
no doubt. But try this plea upon thy prefent principles, 
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and thou wilt fee what a caitiff thou wert to let it have 
weight with thee, upon an occafion where a breach of cons 
fidence is more excufeable than ‘to keep the fetret. 

Thou canf not pretend, and I know thou wilt not, that 
thou wert afraid of thy life by taking fuch a meafure: For 
a braver fellow lives not, nor a‘more fearlefs, than Jack 
Belford. I remember feveral inftances, and thou canft 
not forget them, where thou haft ventured thy bones, thy 
neck, thy life, againft numbers, in'a caufe‘of roguery $ 
-and hadft thou had a {park of that virtue, which now thou 
art willing to flatter thyfelf thoa haft, thou wouldit furely 
have run a rifk to fave an innocence, and a virtue, that it 
became every man to protect and efpoufe. This is the 
truth of the cafe, greatly as it makes againft myfelf. But. 
I hate an hypocrite from my foul. 3 

I believe I fhould have killed thee at the sime, if I could, 
hadft thou betrayed me thus. But I am fure zow, that I 
would have thanked thee for it, with al my heart; and 
thought thee more a father, and a friend, than my real 
father, and my beft friend—And it was natural for thee to 
think, with fo exalted a merit as this lady had, that this 
would have been the cafe, when corifideration took place 
of paffion; or, rather, when that damn’d fondnefs for in- 
trigue ceafed, which never was my pride fo much, as it i8 
now, upon reflection, my curfe. 
Set about defending thyfelf, and I will probe thee {till 
deeper, and convict thee ftill more effectually, that thou 
haft more guilt than merit even in this affair. And as to 
all the others, in which we have hunted in couples, thou 
wert always the forwardeft whelp, and more ready, by far, 
to run away with me, than I with thee. Yet canft thou 
now compofe thy horfe-mufcles, and cry out, How much 
more haft thou, Lovelace, to anfwer for, than I have !— 
Saying nothing, neither, when thou fayft this, were it rue: 
—For thou wilt not be tried, when the time comes, by 
‘comparifon. 

In fhort, thou mayft, at this rate, fo miferably deceive 
thyfelf, that, notwithftanding all thy felf-denial and mor- 
‘tification, when thou clofeft thy eyes, thou mayft perhaps 
open them ina place where thou thoughteft leaft to be. 

However, confult thy old woman -on this fubjeét. T 

: fhall 
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fhall be thought to be out of character, if I go on in this 
ftrain. But really, as toa title to merit in this affair, I 
do affure thee, Jack, that thou lefs deferveft praife than 
an horfe-pond: And I with I had the foufing of thee. 
See | 
_ Iam aétually now employed in taking leave of my 
friends in the country. I had once thoughts of taking ~ 
Tomlinfon, as I called him, with me: But his deftiny 
has fruftrated that intention. | 
Next Monday I think to fee you in town; and then 
you, and I, and Mowbray, and Tourville, will laugh off: 


that evening together. They will both accompany me 


(as I expe& you will) to Dover, if not crofs the water. I 
muft leave you and them good friends. They take ex- 
tremely amifs the treatment you have given them in your 
laft letters. They fay, you ftrike at their underftandings, 
I laugh at them; and tell them, that thofe people who 
have /eaff, are the moft apt to be angry when it is called 
in queftion. 

Make up all the papers and narratives you can fpare 
me againft the time. The Will particularly I expect to 
take with me. Who knows but that thofe things, which 
will help to fecure you in the way you are got into, may 


convert me? 


Thou talkeft of a wife, Jack: What thinkeft'thou of 
our Charlotte? Her family and fortune, I doubt, accord- 
ing-to thy fcheme, are a little too high. Will thofe be 
an objection ? Charlotte is a {mart girl. For piety (thy 
prefent turn) I cannot fay much: Yet fhe is as ferious as 
moft of her Sex, at her time of life—Would flaunt it a 
little, I believe too, like the reft of them, were her repu- 
tation under covert. 

But it won’t do neither, now I think of it:—Thon art 
fo homely, and fo aukward a creature! Haft fuch a boat- - 
fwain like air !—People would think fhe had picked thee 
up in Wapping, or Rotherhith ; or in going to fee fome 
new fhip launched, or to view the docks at Chatham, or 
Portfmouth. So gaudy and fo clumfy! Thy tawdrinefs 
won’t do with Charlotte! —- So fit thee down contented, 
Belford. 


Q4 Yet 
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Yet would I fain fecure thy morals too, if matrimony 
will do 1t. 

Tet me fee !—Now I have it. | : 

Has not the widow Lovick a daughter, ora niece? It is 
not every girl of fortune and family that will go to prayers 
with thee once or twice a day. But fince thou art for take- 
ing a wife to mortify with, what if thou marrieft the wi- 
dow herfelf ?—She will then have a double concern in thy 
converfion. You and fhe may ¢éte a téte pafs many a 
comfortable winter’s evening together, comparing expe- 
riences, as the good folks call them. 

I am ferious, Jack. Faith Iam. And I would have 
_ thee take it into thy wife confideration. 


LETTER XCIIL 


Mr. BELFORD, To Colonel MORDEN. 

| Thurfday, Sept. 21. 

IVE me leave, dear Sir, to addrefs myfelf to you 

in avery ferious and folemn manner on a fubject 

that I muft not, cannot difpenfe with ; as I promifed the 
divine lady, that J would do every-thing in my power to 
prevent that further mifchief which fhe was fo very appre- 
henfive of. , 

I will not content my‘elf with diffant hints. It is 
with very great concern that I have juft now heard of a 
declaration which you are faid to have made to your rela- 
tions at Harlowe-Place, ‘That you will not reft till you | 
have avenged your coufin’s wrongs upon Mr. Lovelace. 

Far be it from me to offer to defend the unhappy man, 
or even uzduly to extenuate his crime: But yet I muft fay, 
that the family, by their perfecutions of the dear lady at 
firft, and by their implacablenefs afterwards, ought, at 
. feaft, to foare the blame with him, ‘There is even great 
reaion to believe, that a lady of fuch a religious turn, her 
virtue neither to be furprifed nor corrupted, her will in- 
violate, would have got over a mere peel injury ; efpe- 
cially as he would have done all that was in his power to 
repair it; and as, from the application of all his family in 
his favour, and other circumilances attending his fincere 

and 
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and voluntary offer, the lady might have.condefcended, - 
with greater glory to herfelf, than if he had never offended. 

When I have the pleafure of feeing you next, I will 
acquaint you, Sir, with all the circumftances of this me- 
lancholy ftory ; from which you will fee, that Mr. Love- 
lace was extremely ill-treated, at firft, by the whole fa- 
mily, this admirable lady excepted. This exception, I 
know, heightens his crime: But as his principal intention 
was but to try her virtue; and that he became fo earneft 
a fuppliant to her for marriage; and as he has fuffered fo 
deplorably in the lofs of his reafon, for not having it in 
his power to repair her wrongs; I prefume to hope, that 
much is to be pleaded againft fuch a refolution as you are 
faid to have made. 

I will read to you at the fame time fome paffages from 
letters of his; two of which (one but this moment re- 
ceived) will convince you, that the anhappy man, who 
is but now recovering his intelleéts, needs no greater pu- 
nifhment than what he has from his own reflections. 

T have juft now read over the copies of the dear lady’s 
pofthumous letters. I fend them all to you, except that 
directed for Mr. Lovelace ; which I referve till I have the 
pleafure of feeing you. Let me intreat you to read once 
more ¢hat to yourfelf ;.and that to her brother (a); which 
latter I now fend you; as they are in point to the prefent 
fubject.. | 

I think, Sir, they are unanfwerable. Such, at leaft, is 
the effect they have upon me, that I hope I fhall never be 
provoked to draw iny {word again ina private quarrel. _ 

To the weight thefe muft needs have upon you, let me 
add, that the unhappy man has given no zew occafion of 
offence, fince your vifit to him at Lord M’s, when you 
were fo well fatisfied of-his intention to repair his crimes, 
that you yourfelf urged to your dear coufin ber forgive. 
‘ nefs of him. 

Let me a//o ‘tho’ I prefume to hope there is no need, 
when you coolly confider every-thing) remind you of your 
own promife to your departing coufin; relying upon 
which, her laft moments were the eafier. 


(4) See p. 235. | 
Qs My 
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My dear colonel Morden, the higheft injury was to Zer : 
Her family all have a fhare in the cau/e: She forgives it: 

Why thould we not endeavour to imitate what we admire? 

You afked me, Sir, when in town, If a brave man could 
be a premeditatedly bafe one ?-Generally fpeaking, I be- 
lieve Bravery and Bafenefs are incompatible. But Mr. 
Lovelace’s charaéter, in the inftance before us, affords a 

- proof of the truth of the common obfervation, That there 
is no general rule but has its exceptions: For England, I 
believe, as gallant a nation as it is deemed to be, has not 
in it a braver fpirit than his; rior a man who has greater - 
fkill at his weapons; nor more ca/mnefs with his fkill. 

IT mention not this with a thought that it can affect Col. 
Morden; who, if he be not with-held by superior Mo- 
TIVES, as well as influenced by thofe I have reminded him 
of, will tell me, That this fkill, and this bravery, will 
make him the more worthy of being called upon by him. 

- To thefe superior motives then I refer myfelf: And 
with the greater confidence ; as a purfuit ending in blood 
would not, at this time, have the plea lie for it with any- 

_ body, which fudden paffion might have with fome: But 
would be conftrued by a//, to be acool and deliberate aét 
of revenge for an evil abfolutely irretrievable: An aa, 
which a brave and noble fpirit, fuch as the gentleman’s to 
whom I now write, is not capable of. 

Excufe me, Sir, for the fake of my executorial duty and 
promife, keeping in eye the dear lady’s per/onal injunGions, 
as well as qwritten will, inforced by Jetters poffbumous. 
Every article of which (folicitous as we doth are to fee it 
duly performed) fhe would have difpenfed with, rather 
than farther mifchief fhould happen on her account, JF 
am, 

Dear Srr, ee 
Your affeianate and faithful Servant, 


Joun BELFORD. 


The following is the pofthumous letter to Col. Morden, re- 
Served to in the above, 


LE T- 
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LETTER XCly. 
Superfcribed, 
To my beloved Coufin Witt1aM Morven, £/9; 


To be delivered after my death. 

My deareft Coufin, ae 

AS it is uncertain, from my prefent weak ftate, whe- 

ther, if living, I may be in a condition to receive as 
I ought the favour you intend me of a vifit, when you 
come to London, I take this opportunity to return you, 
while able, the humble acknowlegements of a grateful 
heart, for all your goodnefs to me from childhood till 
now: And more particularly for your prefent kind inter- 
pofition in my favour—God Almighty for ever blefs you, 
dear Sir, for the kindnefs you endeavoured to procure for 
me. 

One principal end of my writing to you in this folemn 
manner, is, to beg of you, which I do with the utmof 
. earneftnefs, that when you come to hear the particulars of 

my ftory, you will not fuffer afive refentment to take 
place in your generous breaft on my account. 

' Remember, my dear coufin, that vengeance is God’s 
province; and he has undertaken to repay it; nor will 
you, I hope, invade that province :— Efpecially as there 
is no neceflity for you to attempt to vindicate my fame ; 
fince the offender himfelf (before he is called upon) has 
ftood forth, and offered to do me all the juftice that you 
could have extorted from him, had J lived: And when 
your own perfon may be endangered by running an eguaé 
rifque with a guilty man. ; 

Duelling, Sir, I need not tell yox, who have adorned a 
public charaéter, is not only an ufurpation of the Divine 
prerogative; but it is an infult upon magiftracy and good 
government. °Tis an impious act. "Its an attempt to 
take away a life that ought not to depend upon a private 
{word: An aét, the confequence of which is to hurry a 
foul {all its fins upon its head) into perdition ; endan- 
gering that of the poor triumpher — Since neither intend 
to give to the other that chance, as I may call it, for the 

6 | ' Divine 
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Divine mercy, in an opportunity for repentance, which 
each prefumes to hope for himéelf. 

Seek not then, I befeech you, Sir, to aggravate my 
fault, by a purfuit of blood, which muft neceflarily be 
deemed a confequence of it. Give not the unhappy man 
the merit (were you affuredly to be the victor) of falling 
by your hand. At prefent he is the perfidious,. the in- 
grateful deceiver ; but will not the forfeiture of his life, 
and the probable lofs of his foul, be a dreadful expia- 
tion for having made me miferable for a few months only, 
and thro’ that mifery, by the Divine favour, happy to all 
Eternity ? ee 

In fuch a cafe, my coufin, where fhall the evil ftop ? 
And who fhall avenge on you ?—And who on your aven- 

er? 

: Let the poor man’s confcience then, dear Sir, avenge 
me. He will one day find punifhment more than enough 
from that. Leave him to the chance of repentance. If 
the Almighty will give him time for it, why fhould you 
deny it him ?— Let him ftill be the guilty aggreffor ; and 
let no one fay, Clariffa Harlowe is now amply revenged 
in his fall; or, in the cafe of yours (which Heaven avert!) 
that her fault, inftead of being buried in her grave, is per- 
petuated, and aggravated, by a lofs far greater than that 
of herfelf. + 

Often, Sir, has the more guilty been the vanquifher of 
the £/s. An Earl of Shrewfbury, in the reign of Charles 
II. as I have read, endeavouring to revenge the greateft 
injury that man can do to man, met with his death‘at Barn- 
Elms, from the hand of the ignoble Duke who had vilely 
difhonoured him. Nor can it be thought an unequal dif- 
penfation, were it generally to happen, that the ufurper of 
the Divine prerogative fhould be punifhed for his pre- 
fumption by the man whom he fought to deftroy, and 
who, however previoufly criminal, is put, in this cafe, up- 
on a necefflary act of felf-defence. : 

May Heaven protect you, Sir, in all your ways; and, 
once more I pray, reward you for all your kindnefs to 
me: A kindnefs fo worthy of your heart, and fo exceed- 
ingly grateful to mize: That of feeking to make peace, 
, and to reconcile parents to a once beloved child ; uncles 
to 


nity brings the execution of my purpoies within my reach, 
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toa niece late their favourite; and a brother and fifter to 
a fifter whom once they thought not unworthy of that ten- 
der relation. . A kindnefs fo greatly preferable to the ven- 
geance of the murdering fword. 

-Be a comforter, dear Sir, to my honoured parents, as 
you have been to me: And may we, thro’ the Divine 
goodnefs to us both, meet in that bleffed Eternity, into 
which, as I humbly truft, I fhall have entered when you 
read This. 

So prays, and to her lateft hour will pray, my dear 
coufin Morden, my Friend, my Guardian, but not my 
Avenger—[ Dear Sir! remember That i 

Your ever-affedionate and obliged 
CLarissa HaRLowe. 


LETTER XCV. 
Colonel MorRDEN, Jo JOHN BELFORD, Ef9; 

Dear Sir, Sat. Sept. 23. - 

I AM very forry, that any ine you have heard Ihave 
faid fhould give you uneafine 

' I am obliged to you for the letters you have communi- | 
cated to me; and ftill further for your promife to favour 
me with others occafionally. 

All that relates to my dear.coufin I fhall be’ glad to fee, 
be it from whom it will. 

I leave to your own difcretion, what may or may not be 
proper for Mifs Howe to fee from fo free a pen as mine. | 

I admire her fpirit. Were fhe a maz, do you think, 
Sir, /e would, at this time, have your advice to take upon 
fuch a fubjeét as that you write upon ? 

Fear not, however, that your communications fhall put 
me upon any meafures that otherwife I fhould not have 
taken. The wickednels, Sir, is of fuch a nature, as admits 
not of aggravation. — 

Yet 1 do affure you, that T have not made any refolu- 
tions that will be a tie upon me. 

Ihave indeed expreffed myfelf with vehemence upon 
the occafion. Who could forbear to do fo? But it is not 
my way to refolve in matters of moment, till opportu- 


, 
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We thall fee what manner of fpirit this young man will be 
aéted by, on his recovery. Ifthe continue to brave and 
defy a family, which he has fo irreparably injured—If— 
But refolutions Spending upon future contingencies are 
beft left to future determination, as I juft now hinted. 

Mean time, I will own, that I think my coufin’s argu- 
ments unanfwerable. No goed man but muft be concluded 
by them.—But, alas! Sir, who is good? 

_ Asto your arguments; I hope you will believe me, 
when I affure you, as I now do, that your opinion, and 
your reafonings, have, and will always have, great and 
deferved weight with me: And that I refpeét you ftill 
more than I did, if poffible, for your expoftulations in fa- 
vour of the end of my coufin’s pious injunctions to me. 
They come from you, Sir, with the greateft propriety, as 
her executor and reprefentative; and likewife as you are 
aman of humanity, anda well-wifher to both parties. 

I am not exempt from violent paffions, Sir, any more 
than your friend ; but then I hope they are only capable 
of being raifed by other peoples infolence, and not by my 
own arrogance, If ever I am ftimulated by my imper- 
fections and my refentments to a& again{ft my judgment, 
and my coufin’s injunctions; fome fuch reflections as thefe 
that follow, will rua away with my reafon. Indeed they 
are always prefent with me. 


In the firft place; My own difappointment: Who came 
over with the hope of pafling the remainder of my 
days in the converfation of a kinfwoman fo beloved; 
and to whom I] had a double relation, as her coufin 
and truftee. 

Then I refleét, too—too often perhaps for my engage- 
ments to her in her laft hours, that the dear creature 

_ could only forgive for berfelf. She, no doubt, is 
happy : But who fhall forgive for a whole family, in 
all its branches made miferable for their lives ? 

That the more faulty her friends were as to 4er, the 
more enormous his ingratitude, and the more inex- 
cufable— What! Sir, was it not enough, that fhe 
fuffered what fhe did for 4im, but the barbarian muft 
make her fuffer for her fufferings for bis fuke?— 


Paffion 
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Paffion makes me exprefs this weakly : Paffion refufes 
ftrength fometimes, where the propriety of a refent- 
thent prima facie declares expreffion to be needlefs, 
I leave it to you, Sir, to give this refleétion its due 
force. 

That the author of this diffufive mifchief perpetrated it 
pretneditatedly, wantonly, in the gaiety of his heart. 
To try my coufin, fay you, Sir? To try the virtue 
of a Clariffa, Sir !-Had the then given him any caufe 
to doubt her virtue ?=—It could not be.—If he averrs 
that fhe did— I am indeed called upon— But I will 
have patience. 

That he cartied her, as now it appears, to a vile bro- 
thel, purpofely to put her out of all human refource ; 
Himfelf out of the reach of all humane remorfe: 
And that, finding her proof againft all the common 
arts of delufion, bafe and unmanly arts were there 
ufed to effect his wicked purpofes. Once dead, the 
injured faint, in her will, tays, be bas feen ber. 

That I could not know this, when I faw him at M. 
Hall: That, the objec of his attempts confidered, I 
could not fuppofe there was fuch a monfter breathing 
as he: That it was natural for me to impute her re- 
fufal of him rather to tranfitory refentment, to con- 
fcioufnefs of human frailty, and mingled doubts of 
the fincerity of his offers, than to villainies, which 
had given the irreverfible blow, and had at that in- 
ftant brought her down to the gates of death, which 
in avery few days inclofed her. | 

That he is a man of defiance: A man who thinks to 

"awe every-one by his infolent darings, and by his pre- 
tenfions to fuperior courage and {kill. 

That, difgrace as he is to his name, and to the cha- 
racter of a gentleman, the man would not want his 
merit, who, in vindication of the d/Zonoured diftin- 
étion, fhould expunge and blot him out of the wor- 
thy lift. ” 

That the injured family has a fon, who, however un- 

_ worthy of fuch a fifter, 1s of a temper vehement, un- 
bridled, fierce, unequal therefore (as he has once in- 
deed beefi found) to a contention with this man: Te 
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lofs of which fon, by a violent death, on fuch an oc- 
cafion, by a hand fo juftly hated, would complete 
the mifery of the whole family: And who, never- 
thelefs, refolves to call him to account, if I do not: 
His very mifbebaviour perhaps to fach a fifter fti- 
mulating his perverfe heart: to do her memory -the 
more fignal juftice; tho’ the attempt might be fatal 
to him. : ‘4 

Then, Sir, to be a witnefs, as Iam every hour, to the 
calamity and diftrefs of a family to which I am re- 
Jlated ; every-one of whom, however averfe to an al- 
liance with him while it had zo¢ taken place, would 
no doubt have been foon reconciled to the admirable 
creature, had the man (to whom, for his family and 
fortunes it was not a difgrace to be allied) done her 
but common jutftice ! 

To fee them hang their penfive heads; mope about, 
fhunning one another; tho’ formerly never ufed to 
meet but to rejoice in each other; afflicting them- 
felves with reflections, that the laft time they refpect- 
ively faw the dear creature it was here, or there, at 
fuch a place, in fuch an attitude ; and could they 
have thought that it would have been the /af? 

_ Every-one of them reviving inftances of her excellencies, 
that will for a long time make their very bleffings a 
curfe to them! . 

Her clofet, her chamber, her cabinet, given up to me 
to disfurnifh, in order to anfwer (now too /ate ob- 
liging!) the legacies bequeathed; unable themfelves 
to enter them ; and even making ufe of lefs conve- 
nient back-ftairs, that they may avoid pafling by the 
doors of her apartment ! 

Her parlour locked up; the walks, the retirements, 
the fummer-houfe in which fhe delighted, and ufed 
to purfue her charming works; shat, in particular, 
from which fhe went to the fatal interview; fhunned, 
or hurried by, or.over! 

Her perfections, neverthelefs, called up to remembrance, 

. and enumerated: Inciderits and graces, unheeded 
before, or paffed over in the groupe of her number- 
lefs perfections, now brought into notice, and dwelt 
upon! | The 
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The very fervants allowed to expatiate upon thefe 
praifeful topics to their principals! Even eloquent in 
their praifes— The diftreffed principals liftening and 
weeping! Then to fee them break in upon the zeal- 
ous applauders, by their impatience and remorfe, 
and throw abroad their helplefs hands, and exclaim ; 

. then again to fee them liften to hear more of her 
praifes, and weep again— They even encouraging the 
fervants to repeat, how they ufed to be ftopt by ftran- 
gers to afk after her, and by thofe who knew her, to 

_ be told of fome new inftances to her honour—How 
aggravating all this! 


In dreams they fee her, and dcfre to fee her : Always 


an angel, and accompanied by angels: Always clad 
in robes of light: Always endeavouring to comfort 
them, who declare that they fhall never more know 
comfort ! 

What an example fhe fet! How fhe indited! How the 
drew! How fhe wrought! How the talkéd! How 
fhe fung ! How fhe played! Her voice, mufic! Her 
accent, harmony! 

Her converfation how inftruétive! how fought after! 
The delight of perfons of all ages, of both fexes, of 
all ranks! Yet how humble, how condefcending:! 
Never were dignity and humility fo illuftrioufly | 


mingled ! 


. At other times, how generous, how noble, how chari- 


table, how judicious in her charities! In every ac- 
tion laudable! In every attitude attractive! In every 
appearance, whether full-dreffed, or in the houfe- 
wife’s more humble garb, equally elegant, and equally 
lovely! Like or refembling Mifs Clariffa Harlowe, 
they now remember to be a praife denoting the high- 
eft degree of approvcable excellence, with every- one; 
whatever perfon, action, or rank, fpoken of. 

The defirable daughter ; the obliging kinfwoman ; the 
affectionate fifter ( All envy now {fubfided! ); the 
faithful, the warjn friend; the affable, the kind, the 
benevolent miftrefs ! — Not one fault remembered ! 
All their feverities called cruelties : Mutually accufe- 


ing 
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ing each other; each- him and herfelf; and all to 
raife ber character; and torment themfelves. 


Such, Sir, is the angel, of whom the vileft of men has 
deprived the world! You, Sir, who know more of the 
barbarous machinations and practices of this ftrange man, 
can help me to ftill more inflaming reafons, were they 
needed, why a man xot perfec? may ftand excufed to the 
generality of the world, if he fhould purfue:his vengeance. 

But I will force myfelf from the fubje&t, after I have 
repeated, that I have not yet made any refolutions that 
can bind me. Whenever I do, I fhall be glad they may 
be fuch as may merit the honour of your approbation.. 

I fend you back the copies of the pofthumous letters. 
I fee the humanity of your purpofe in the tranfmiifion of 
them to me; and I thank you moft heartily for ir. I 
prefume, that it is owing to the fame laudable confidera- 
tion, that you kept back the copy of that to the wicked 
man himfelf. 

_ L intend to wait upon Mifs Howe in perfon with the dia- 
mond ring, and fuch other of the effects bequeathed to her 
as are here. Iam, Sir, . 

Your moft faithful and obliged Servant, 
Wm. Morven, 

_ Mr. Belford, in his anfwer to this letter, farther inforces 
the lady’s dying injunGions; and rejoices that the Colo- 
nel has made no vindiétive refolutions ; and hopes every- 
thing from his prudence and confideration, and from his 
promife given to the dying lady. 

He refers to the feeing him in town an account of the 
dreadful ends of two of the greateft criminals in his cou- 
fin’s affair. ‘ This, fays he, together with Mr. Love- 
“ lace’s diforder of mind, looks as if Providence had al- 
* ready taken the punifhment of thefe unhappy wretches 
* into its own hands.’ 

He defires a day’s notice of his coming to town, left 
otherwife he may be abfent at the time. 

This he does, tho’ he tells him not the reafon, with a 
view to prevent a meeting between him and Mr. Love- 
lace; who may be in town (as he apprehends) about the 
fame time, in his way to go abroad. 

LE T- 
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LETTER XCVI. 


Colonel MonveN, To JoHN BELFoRD, Ef; 


Dear Sir, Tucfday, Sept. 26. 

Cannot help congratulating myfelf as well as you, that 

we have already got thro’ with the family every arti- 
cle of the Will, where they have any concern. 

You left me a difcretignal power, in many inftances ; 
and, in purfuance of it, I have had my dear coufin’s per- 
fonal jewels valued; and will account to you for them, at 
_ the higheft price, when I come to town, as well as for 
other matters that you were pleafed to intruft to my ma- 
nagement. ; 

Thefe jewels I have prefented to my coufin Dolly der- 
vey, in acknowlegement of her love to the dear departed. 
I have told Mifs Howe of this ; and fhe is as well pleafed 
with what I have done, as if fhe had been the purchafer 
of them herfelf. .As that young lady has aes of her 
own, fhe could only have wifhed to purchafe thefe for her 
beloved friend’s fake. 

The grandmother’s jewels are alfo valued ; and the mo- 
ney will be paid me, for you, to be carried to the ufes of 
the Will. : 

Mrs. Norton is preparing, by general confent, to enter 
upon her office as houfekeeper at The Grove. But it is my 
opinion, that fhe will not be long on this fide Heaven. 

I waited upon Mifs Howe myfelf, as I told you I would, 
with what was bequeathed to. her and her mother. If I 
make a few obfervations with regard to that young lady, 
fo dear to my beloved coufin, you will not be difpleafed 
pa as you have not a perfonal acquaintance with 

er. , 

There never was a firmer and nobler friendfhip in wo- 
men, than that which the wretched man has put an end 
to, between my dear coufin and Mifs Howe. 

Friendhip, generally fpeaking, Mr. Belford, is too fer- 
vent a flame for female minds to manage: A light, that 
but in few of their hands burns fteady, and often hurries 
the Sex into flight and abfurdity,, Like other extremes, 
- itis hardly ever durable. Marriage, which is the oe 

ate 
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ftate of friendfhip, generally abforbs the moft vehement 
friendfhips of female to female; and that whether the wed- 
lock be happy, or not. 

What female mind is capable of two fervent friendfhips 
at the {ame time ? ° | 

This I mention as a general obferwvation: But the friend- 
fhip that fubfifted between thefe two ladies affords a re- 
markable exception to it: Which I account for from thofe 
qualities and attainments in 6:#4, which, were they more 
common, would furnifh more exceptions fti!l in favour of 
the Sex. Both had an in/arged, and evena “bcral educa- 
tion: Both had minds thirfting after virtuous knowlege. 
Great readers both: Great writers—[And early familiar 
writing I take to be one of the greateft openers and im- 
provers of the mind, that man or woman can be imployed 
in:} Both generous. High in fortune; therefore above 

. that dependence each on the other, that frequently deftroys 
the familiarity which is the cement of friendfhip. Both 
excelling in different ways, in which neither fought to emu- 
late the other. Both bleffed with clear and diftinguifhing 
‘faculties ; with folid fenfe; and from their firft intimacy 
{I have many of my lights, Sir, from Mrs. Norton] each 
feeing fomething in the other to fcar, as well as Jove; yet 
making it an indifpenfable condition of their friendfhip 
each to tell the other of her failings; and to be thankful 
fer the freedom taken. One by nature gentle ; the other 
made fo, by her love and admiration of her exalted friend—- 
‘ Impoffible that there could be a friendfhip better calcu- 
lated for duration. , 

IT muft however take the liberty to blame Mifs lowe 
.for her behaviour to Mr. Hickman. And I infer from 
it, that even women of fenfe are not to be trufted with 
power... 

By the way, I am fure I need not defire you not to 
* communicate to this fervent young lady the liberties I . 
take with her character. 

I dare fay, my coufin could not approve of Mifs Howe's 
behaviour to this gentleman : A behaviour which is talked 
of by as many as know Mr. Hickman and her. Cana 
— young lady be eafy under fuch cenfure? — She muff 
Know it. | 
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Mr. Hickman is really a very worthy man. Every-bedy 
fpeaks well of him. But he is gentle-difpofitioned, and 
he adores Mifs Howe; and Love admits not of an air of 
even due dignity to the object of it. Yet will he hardly 
ever get back the reins he has yielded up; unlefs fhe, by 
carrying too far the power fhe feems at prefent too fenfi- 
ble of, fhould, when fhe has no favours to confer which 
he has not a right to demand, provoke him to throw off 
the too heavy yoke. And fhould he do fo, and then treat 
her with negligence, Mifs Howe, of all the women I 
know, will be the leaft able to fupport herfelf under it, 
She will then be more unhappy than fhe ever made him : 
For a man who is uneafy at home can divert himfelf 
abroad ; which a woman cannot fo eafily do, without 
{candal. 

Permit me to take further notice, as to Mifs Howe; 
that it is very obvious to me, that fhe has, by her haughty 
behaviour to this worthy man, involved herfelf in one dif- 
ficulty, from which fhe knows not how to extricate herfelf 
with that grace, which accompanies all her aétions. She 
intends to have Mr. Hickman. I believe the does not dif- 
like him. And it will coft her no {mall pains to defcend 
from the elevation fhe has climbed to. 

Another inconveniency fhe will fuffer from her having 
taught every-body (for fhe is above difguife) to think, by 
her treatment of Mr. Hickman, much more meanly of him 
than he deferves to be thought of. And mutt 4e not fuf- 
fer difhonour in 47s difhonour? 

Mrs. Howe is much difturbed at her daughter's beha- 
viour to the gentleman. He is very. defervedly a favour- 
ite of hers. But (another failing in Mifs Howe!) her mo- 
ther has not all the authority with her that her daughter’s 
good fenfe ought to permit herto have. It is very diffi- 
cult, Mr. Belford, for people of different or contrary dif- 
pofitions (tho’ no bad people neither) to mingle Reve- 
RENCE with their Love for each other; even where Nature 
has called for Love in the relationship. ' 

_Mifs Howe is open, generous, noble. ‘The Mother has 
not any of thefe fine qualities. Parents, in order to pre- 
ferve their childrens veneration for them, fhould take 
great care not to let them fee any-thing in their conduct, 

or 
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or behaviour, or priaciples,..which.they themfelves would 
not approve of in.others. | . 

But, afterall, I fee that.there.is fomething fo ¢harm- 
ingly brilliant and frank .in Mus Howe’s,difpofition, al- 
tho’ at prefent vifibly ouerclonded: by grief, that it is im- 
poflible not to love.her- even .fer.ber failings. .She may, 
and I hope fhe qwil/, make Mr. Hickman an obliging wife. 
And. if fhe do, fhewill have an.additional merit:with-me ; 
fince fhe cannot be apprehenfive of check or cenéroul ;. and 
may therefore by her. gexerofity and. prudence:lay an obliga- 
tion upon her . hufband,: by the performance of .what is 
~ no. more than. her duty. . 

‘Her mother both Jowes and fears her. Yet is Mrs. 
Howe a woman of vivacity, aud ready..enogugh,, I dare 
fay, to cry out when fhe is pained. But, alas! the has, 
as I_ hinted above, -weakened. her authority by the-sarrow- 
nefs of ber. mind. 

Yet once fhe praifed her daughter to me for the-gene- 

rofity of her. {pirit, with fo much warmt/, that had: I net 
known the old lady's character, I fhould have thought her 
generous.derfe/f. And yet I have always obferved, that 
people even. of. narrow tempers are ready to. prajfe gene- 
rous ones :—-And thus have I accounted for it, that fuch — 
perfons generally. find it to their purpofe,-that all the — 
world fhould be open-minded but themielves. 
‘ The old lady applied herfelf to me, to urge to the 
young one the contents of the Will, in order to haften, her 
to fix a day for her marriage : But defired that I would not 
let Mifs Howe. know that the did. 

I took the liberty upon it to tell the young lady, that 
I hoped that er part of a Will, fo foon, and fo punétu- 
ally, in.almoft all its other articles, fulfilled, would not 
be the.only. one that would be flighted. 

Her anfwer was, She would confider of it: And made 
me a courtefy with fuch an air, as fhewed me, that fhe 
_ thought me.more out of my Jphere, than-I could allow 

her to think me, had I been permitted to argue the point 
with her. ; 

I found both Mifs Howe and her own fervant-maid in 
deep mourning. This, it feems, had occafioned a great de- 
bate at firft between her mother and her. Her mother had 
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the words of the Will omher fide ; and Mr. Hickman’s inter- 
eft in her view ; as her daughter had faid, that fhe would 
wear it for fix-months at leaft. But the young lady car- 
ried her point—* Strange, faid: fhe, if I, who fhall mourn 
‘the heavy, the irreparable -Jofs to the laft- hour of -my 
‘ life, .-fhould-aot.faew-my concern to the world for a few 
* months.’ 

Mr. Hickman, for his part, was-fo far from uttering 
an oppoiing word on. this occafion, that, on the very day 
that Mifs Howe: put on hers, he waited on-her in a new 
fuit of mourning, as for a.near relation. His fervants and 
equipage made the fame refpéctful appearance. 

.Whether.the nother was confulted by him in it, I can- 
not fay ; but the daughter knew nothing of it, till fhe faw 
him in it. She looked at him with furprize, and afked 
him, for whom he mourned ? ; 

The dear, and ‘ever-dear Mifs Harlowe, he faid. _ 

She was at a Jofs, it feems— At laft— All the world 
ought to mourn for my Clariffa, faid: fhe ;.but who, Man, 
{that:.was her addrefs to him). thinkeft thou to oblige by 
this appearance ? 

It is more than appearance, madam. I love not my 
own ffter, worthy:as fhe is, better than I loved Mifs Cla- 
xifla Harlowe. L-oblige my/e/fby it. And if I difoblige 
not you, that is-all ] have to with. 

She furveyed him, I am told, from head to foot. She 
‘knew not,. at. firft, whether.to. be angry.or pleafed—At 
length, iI thoughtat firt, faid-fhe, that you might have a 

-bolder and freer motive—But (as my mamma fays). you 
-may be a well-meaning man, tho’ generally a little wrong- 
‘headed—However, as the world is cenforious, and may 
think us nearer of kin than I would have it fuppofed, I muft* 
.take care, honeft friend, that-I.am not feen abroad in your 
‘company. | 
. But let me.add,. Mr. Belford, that if this compliment of 
(Mr. Hickman (or this:#ove than compliment,-as I may well 
‘call it, .fnce the worthy man fpeaks not-of my dear coufin 
‘without emotion) does not produce a fhort day, I fhall 
think Mifs Howe has lefs generofity in her temper than I 
am willing to allow her. 


. You will excufe me, Mr. Belford, I dare fay, for the 


particularities which .you-have. invitéd and encouraged. 
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* “Haviiig tiow feen‘every-thing'that relates tothe WH! of 
my dear coufin brought toa defirable iffue, I will fet about 
making my own. I fhalt follow the dear creature's exam- 
ple, and'give my reafons for every article, that there may 
‘bé no-room for after-contention,, — a 
~” What but a fear of'death, a fear-unworthy of a creature 
who knows that he muft‘one day as furely. die as he .was 
born, can hinder any one from making fuch a difpofitton? 
- T hope foon to pay my refpedcts to you in town. Mean 
time, I am, with great refpect, dear Sir, | 
. : Your faithful and affectionate humble Servant, 
st? * . = Wa, Morven. 


LETTER XCVIL. 
Mr. BELFoRD, Jo Mifs Howe. - 
Madam, - Thurfday, Sept. 28. 
| DO. myfelf the honour to fend you with This, accord- 
ing to my promife (a), copies of the pofthumous let- 
ters written by your exalted friend. st ys 
- - Thefe will be accompanied with other letters, partica- 
larly a copy of one from Mr. Lovelace, begun to be writ- 
teh on the 14th, and continued down to the.1 8th (4).. You 


will judge by it, Madam, ‘of the dreadful anguifh that his- . . 


fpirits labour with, and of his deep remorfe. . 
_ Mr. Lovelace fent for this letter back. I camplied ; 
but I firft took a copy. of it.. As I have not tald him 
that I have done fo, you will be pleafed.to forbear com- 
-municating of it to-any-body but Mr. Hickman. . That 
-gentleman’s perufal of it will be the fame as if no-body but 
yourfelf faw it. . a Peg 
. One of the letters of Colonel Morden’s which I inclofe, 
you will obferve, Madam, is only a copy (c). The true 
‘reafon for which, as I will ingenuoufly acknowlege, is, 
fome free, but refpectful obfervations which the Colonel 
has made upon you, Madam, for declining to carry into 
execution your part of your dear friend’s laft requefts. I 
have therefore, in refpect to that worthy gentleman (having 
a caution from him on that head) omitted thofe parts.. 
: Will 
(4) Seep. 317. = (b) See p.32t. | (0) Vik. The preceding, 


So 


awe if > «sar - we . om 


Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 368 
Will you allow me, Madam, however, to tell you, that 
I myfelf could not have believed that my inimitable tefta- 
trix’s own Mifs Howe would have been the moft backward 
in performing fuch a part of her dear friend's laft Will, as - 
is intirely in her own power to perform—E{pecially, when 
that performance would make one of the moft deferving 
men in England happy; and whom, I prefume, fhe pro- 
to honour with her-hand ? 
Excufe me, Madam. I have a moft fincere veneration: 
for you; and would not difoblige you for the world. ~ 
I will not prefume to make remarks on the letters I fend 
you: Nor upon the informations I have to give you of. 
the dreadful end of two unhappy wretches, who were the 
greateft criminals in the affair of your adorable friend. 
Thefe are the infamous Sinclair, and a D sca .whom 
you have read of no doubt in the letters of the charming 
Innocent, by the name of Captain Tom/in/on. ’ 
The wretched woman died in the extremeft tortures 
and defpondency : The man from wounds got in defend- 
ing himfelf in carrying on a contraband trade: Both ac- 
cufing themfelves in their Jaf hours, for the parts they 
had aGed againft the mof excellent of women, as of the 
crime they had moft remorfe for. 


» Give me leave to fay, Madam, that if your compafiion 


be not excited for the poor man who fuffers from his own: 
anguith of mind, as you will fee by his letter; and for 
the unhappy family, whofe remorfe, as you will fee by 


Col. Morden’s, is fo deep ;—your terror muft. And yet I 
- fhall not wonder, if the juft fenfe of the irreparable lofs 

you have fuftained hardens a heart again pity, which, on 
a lefs extraordinary occafion, would want its principal 


grace, if it were not compaffionate. 


 - Dam, Madam, with the greateft refpe& and gratitude, 


Your moft obliged and faithful bumble Servant, 
| | J. Batroro, 


Vou, VII. R LET. 
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-LETTER XCVIIL 
Mifs Hows, To Joun BELForp, £/g: 
SER, ¢ ¢- Sat. Sept. 30. 
I Little thought I ever could have owed fo much obliga- 
>, tion to any man, as you have laid me under. And 
yet what you have fent me has almoft broken my heart, 
and ruined my eyes. | _ 

I am furprifed, tho’ agreeably, that you have fo foon, 
‘and fo well, got over that part of the truft you have en- 
gaged in which relates to the family. | 

It may be prefumed, from the exits you mention of 
two of the infernal man’s accomplices, that the thunder. 
holt will not ftop fhort of the principal. Indeed I have 


fome pleafure to think it feems rolling along towards the. 


devoted head that has plotted all the mifchief. But let 
me, however, fay, that altho’ I think Mr. Morden not al- 
together in the wrong in his reafons for refenting, as he is 
the dear creature’s Kinfman and Truftee; yet I think you 
very much in the right in endeavouring to diffuade him 
from it, as you are her Executor, and att in purfuance of 
her earneft requett. . ee 
But what a letter is that of the infernal man! I cannot 
obferve upon it. Neither can I, for very different rea- 
fons, upon my dear creature’s pofthumous letters ; parti- 
cularly on that to him. Oh! Mr. Belford! what number- 
lefs perfections died, when my Clariffa drew her laft breath ! 
If decency be obferved in his letters (for I have not yet 
had patience ta read above two or three of them, befides 
this horrid one, which I return you inclofed) I may fome 


time hence be curious to look, by their means, into the 


hearts of wretches, which, tho’ they muft be the abhor- 
rence of virtuous minds, will, when laid open (as I pre- 
fume they aré in them) afford.a proper warning to thofe 
_ who read them, and teach them to dete/? men of fuch pro- 
jigate characters. | 


If your reformation be fincere, you will not be of- 


fended that I except you not on this occafion— And thus 

have I helped you to a criterion to try yourfelf by. 
By this letter of the wicked man it is apparent, that 
= there 
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there are ftill wickeder women. But fee whata guilty 
commerce with the devils of your fex. wil] bring thofe to, 
whofe marals ye have ruined !— For thefe women were 
once innocent: It was man that made them otherwife. The 
firft bad man, perhaps, threw them upon worfe men: 
Thofe upon fill worfe; till they commenced devils incaré 
nate— The height of wickednels, or of fhame, is not ar- 
rived at all at once, as I have fomewhere heard obferved. 

But this man, this monfter rather, for 41:2 to curfe thefe 
women, and to curfe the dear creature’s family (implaca- 
ble as the latter were) in order to lighten a burden he vo- 
luntarily took up, and groans under, is meanue/s added to 
wickedne/s: And in vain will he one day find his low plea of 
fharing with her friends, and with thofe common wretches, 
a guilt which will be adjudged him as all his own; tho’ 
they too may meet with their punihhment: As it is evi-. 
dently begun; in the firft, in their ineffectual reproaches of 
one another ; in the fecond, as you have told me. 

This letter of the abandoned wretch I have not fhewn 
to any-body ; not even to Mr. Hickman: For, Sir, L 
muft tell you, I do fot as yet think it the fame thing as 
only feeing it myfelf. ; 

Mr. Hickman, like the reft of his fex, would grow up- 
On indulgence. One diftinftion from me would make 
him pay two to himfelf. Infolent creepers, or incroache 
ers, all of you! To fhew any of you a faveur to-day, 
you would expeét it as a right to-morrow. 

I am, as you fee, very-open and fincere with yous and 
defign in another letter to be ftill more fo, in an{wer to 
your call, and Colonel Morden’s call, upon me, in a point 
that concerns me to explain myfelf upon to my beloved 
ereature’s Executor, and to her only tenacr and only worthy 
relation. : 

I cannot but highly applaud Colonel Morden for his 
generofity to Mifs Dolly Hervey. 

_ Othat he had arrived time enough to fave my inimi- 
table friend from the machinations of the vilelt of men, 
and from the envy and malice of the moft felfifh and im- 
placable of brothers and fifters! : 

Anna Howe, 
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LETTER XCix. 
Mifs Howe, To Joun Berrorp, E/93 
Monday, O&. 2. 

HEN you queftion me, Sir, as you do, and on a 
fubje& fo affecting.to me, in the character of the 
reprefentative of my beft-beloved friend, and have in every 
particular hitherto acted up to that charaGter, you are in- 
titled to my regard: Efpecially as-in your queftioning of 
me you are joined by a gentleman, whom I look upon as 
the deareft and nearef (becaufe worthieft) relation of my 
dear friend: And who, it feems, has been fo fevere a cen- 
furer of my conduét, that your politenefs will not permit 


you to fend me his letter, with others of his; but a copy 
_@nly, in which the paffages reflecting upon me are omitted. 


I prefume, however, that what is meant by this alarm- | 


ing freedom of the Colonel’s, is no more than what you 
both have already hinted to me; as if you thought I were 
not inclined to pay fo much regard to my beloved crea- 
ture’s Jaft Will, in my own cafe, as I would have others 
pay toit. A charge that I ought not to be quite filent 
under. | a 
You have obferved, no doubt, that I have feemed to 
value myfelf upon the freedom I take in declaring my 
Sentiments without referve upon every fubject that I pre- 
tend to touch upon: And I can hardly queftion that I 
have, or fhall, in your opinion, by my unceremonious 
treatment of you upon fo fhort an acquaintance, run into 
the error of thofe, who, wanting to be thought above hy- 
_ pocrify and flattery, fall into rufticity, if not ill-manners ; 
a common fault with fuch, who, not caring to corre& 
conftitutional failings, feek to glofs them over by fome 
nominal virtue; when all the time, perhaps, it is native 
arrogance; or, at leaft, a contracted ruft, that they will 
not, becaufe it would give them pain, fubmit to have 
_ filed off. | 
You fee, Sir, that I can, however, be as free with my- 
felf as with you: And, by what I am going to write, you 
wHi find me ftill more free: And yet I am aware, that 
. Sach of my fex as will not affume fome little dignity, and 
7 exact 
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exact refpect from yours, will render themfelves cheap ; 
and perhaps, for their modefty and diffidence, be repaid 
with fcorn and infalt. 

But the fcorn I will endeavour not to deferve ; ; and the 

infult I will not bear. 
- In fome of the dear creature’s papers, which you have 
had in your poffeflion, and muft again have for tranfcrip- 
tion, you will find feveral friendly but fevere reprehen- 
fions of me, on account of a natural, or, at leaft, an sae 
bitual, warmth of temper, which fhe was pleafed to ime 
pute to me. 

I was thinking to give you her charge againft me in her 
own words, from one of her letters delivered to me with 
hher own hands, on taking leave of me, on the latt vifit 
fhe honoured mie with. But I will fupply that charge by 
confefiion of more than it imports; to wit, ‘ That I am 
* haughty, uncontroulable, and violent in my temper ;’ 
This I fay: * Impatient of contradiction,’ was my beloved's 
charge (from any-body but her dear felf, fhe fhould have 


faid) ; * and aim not at that affability, that gentlenefs 


* next to’meeknefs, which, in the letter I was going to 
¢ communicate, fhe tells me, are the peculiar and indif- 


© penfable charatteriftics of a real fine lady ; who, fhe is 


* pleafed to fay, fhould appear to be gall-lefs as a dove ; 


© and never fhould know what warmth or high {pirit is, 
© but in the caufe of Religion or Virtue; or in cafes where 


“‘her own honour, the honour of a friend, or that of an 


ie innocent perfon, is concerned.’ 


‘Now, Sir, as I muft needs plead guilty to this indi@- 


“ment, do you thin { ought not to refolve upon a Single 


Life ?— I, who have fuch an opinion of your fex, that I 
think there is not One man in an hundred whom a woman 
of fenfe and {pirit can either Loaour or obey, tho’ you make | 


us promife doth, in that folemn form of words which 


unites or rather Binds ‘us to you in marriage ? 
When I look roand upon all the married people of my 
acquaintance, and fee how they live, and what fhey bear, 


who live 4c#, I am confirmed in my diflike to the State. 


Well do your fex contrive to be up fools and idi- 
ots, | in order to make us car’ the yoke you lay a a 
: Oul- 
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fhoulders ; and that we may not defpife you from. oyr 
hearts (as we certainly fhould, if we were brought up as 
you are} for your ignorance, as much as you often make 
us do (as it is) for your infolence. 

Thefe, Sir, are fome of my notions. And, with thefe 
notions, let me repeat my queftion, Do you think I ougit 
.tomarry at all? . | 

If I marry cither a forcid or an imperious wretch, can 
I, do you think, live with him? And ought a man ofa 
-contrary charaéter, for the fake of either of our reputa- 
tions, to be plagued with me? a 

Long did I ftand out againft all the offers made me, 
and againft ail the perfuafions of my mother; and, to tell 
you the truth, the /ozger, and with the more obitinacy, as 
the perfon my choice would have at firft fallen upon, . was 
neither approved by my mother, nor by my dear friend. 
This riveted me to my pride, and to my oppofition: For 
_altho’ I was convinced after a while, that my:choice would 
neither have been prudent nor happy; and that the {pe- 
cious wretch was not what he had made me believe he 
was ; yet could I not eafily think of any other man: And 
indeed, from the deteétion of him, took a fettled aver- 
fion to the whole fex. a. 

_ At laft Mr. Hickman offered himfelf; a man worthy 0 
a better choice. He had the good fortune [he thinks.-it 

fo] to be agreeable (and to make his propofals agreeable) 

to my mother. 

As to myfelf; Iown, that were I to have chofen a Bro 
ther, Mr. Hickman fhould have been the man ; virtuous, 


fober, fincere, friendly, as he is. But I wifhed netto . ' 


marry : Nor knew I the man in the world whom I could 
think deferving of my beloved friend. But neither of our 
parents would let us live fingle. 

The accurfed Lovelace was propofed warmly to ber, at 
one time; and, while the was yet but indifferent to him, 
- they by ungenerous ufage of him (for then, Sir, he was 
not known to be Beelzebub himfelf) and by endeavour- 
ing to force her inclinations in favour firft of one worthlefs 
- man, then of another, in antipathy to him, thro’ her fool- 
- ish brother’s caprice, turned that indifference .(from a 
oe a natu 
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nataral generofity of her foul) into a regard which fhe 
never otherwife would have had for a man of his cha- 
racter, - | . 

Mr. Hickman was propofedto me. Trefufed him again 
and again. He perfitted : My mother his advocate. My 
mother made my beloved friend his advocate too. I told 
him my averfion to all men: To him: To matrimony.— 
Still he perfifted. I ufed him with tyranny : Led indeed 
partly by my temper, partly by defign; hoping thereby 
to get rid of him; till the poor man (his character un- 
exceptionably uniform) ftill perfifting, made himfelf a 
merit with me by his patience. This brought down my 
pride (I- never, Sir, was accounted very ungenerous, nor 
quite ingrateful] and gave me, at one time, an inferiority 
in my own opinion to him; which lafted juft long enough 
| for my friends to prevail upon me to promife him encou- 
'“ yagement; and to receive his addreffes. 

Having fo done, when the weather-glafs of my pride 
got up again, I found I had gone too far to recede. My 
mother and my friend both held me to it. Yet I tried him ; 
I vexed him an hundred ways; and not fo much neither 
with defign to vex him, as to make him hate me, and der 
cline his fuit. | : 

He bore this, however ; and got nothing but my pitys - 
Yet ftill my mother and my friend, having obtained my 
promife (made, however, not to Aim, but to them) and 
being well affured that I valued no man more than Mr. 
Hickman (who never once difobliged me in word, or 
deed, or look, except by his foolifh perfeverance) ine 
 fifted upon the performance. 

While my dear friend was in her unhappy uncertainty, 
I could not think of marriage: And now, what encou- 
ragement have I? — She, my monitrefs, my guide, my 
‘counfel, gone, for ever. gone !—By whofe advice and in- 
ftructions I hoped to acquit myfelf tolerably in the State 
‘into which I could not avoid entering. For, Sir, my mo- 
ther is fo partially Mr. Hickman’s friend, that I am fure,. 
fhould any difference arife, fhe would always cenfure me, 
and acquit him ; even were he ungenerous enough to fe- 
member me in his day. | 

This, Sir, being my fituation, confider how difficult it 
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~ is for me to think of marriage. Whenevér we approve, we 
' ean find-an hundred good reafons to juftify our approba- 
‘tion. Whenever we diflike, we can find athoufand tojuftify 
our difiike. Every-thing in the latter cafe 1s an impediment : 
Every fhadow a bugbear.—Thas can I enumerate and fwell 
‘perhaps only ‘m#aginary grievances; * I muft go whither 
* he would have me to go: Vifit whom he would have 
--'* meto vilit: Wellas I love to write (tho’ now, alas! my 
‘* grand inducement to write is over) it muft be to whom he 
© pleafes:’ And Mrs. Hickman (who, as Mifs Howe, can- 
‘not do wrong) would hardly ever be able to do right. Thus, 
the tables turned upon me, I am reminded of my broken- 
‘ vowed obedience ; Madam’d up perhaps to matrimonial 
“perfection, and all the wedded warfare prattifed comfort- 
ably over between us (for I fhall not be paffive under info- 
Jent treatment) till we become curfes to each other, a bye- 
word to our neighbours, and the jeft of our own fervants. 
But there muft be dear and forbear, methinks fome wife 
- ‘body will tell me: But why muft I be teazed into a State 
'* where that muf be neceffarily the cafe; when now I can 
do as I pleafe, and wifh only to be let alone to do as bef 
 pleafes me? And what, in effect, does my mother fay ? 
“© Anna Howe, you now do every-thing that pleafes you: 
* You now have no-body to controul you: You go and 
4 youcome; youdrefs and you undrefs ; you rife and you 
“ go to reft; juft as you think beft: But you muft be hap- 
‘pier ftill, child | —’ | | 
- As how, Madam? | . 
«+ ©-Why, ‘you muf marry, my dear, and have none of 
© thefe options; but, in every-thing, do as your hufband 
. *-commands’you.’ os - 
- ‘This is very hard, you will own, Sir, for fuch a one as 
me to think of. And yet, engaged to enter into that 
State, as I am, how can I help myfelf? My mother pref- 
fes me; my friend, my beloved friend, writing as from 
the dead, preffes me; and you, and Mr. Morden, as Exe- 
” -eutors of her Will, remind: me; the man is not afraid of 
me [1 am fure, were I #4e man, I fhould not have half 
his courage}; and I think I ought to conclude to punish 
him (the only effectual: way I have todo it) for his per- 
verfe adherence and perfecution, as many other perfons 
are punifhed, with the grant of his own wifhes. 
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Let. me then affure you, Sir, that when I.can find, in 
the words of my charming friend in her Will, writing of 
her coufin Hervey, that my grief for her is mellowed by 
time into a remeabrance more frsect than painful, that I may. 
pot be utterly unworthy of the paflion a man of fome me-' 
. git bas far me, I will anfwer the requeft of my dear friend, 
_ fo often repeated, and {9 earneftly prefled; and Mr. Hick- 
man fhall find, if he continue to deferve my. gratitude, 
that my endeavours fhall not, be wanting to make him 
amends for the patience he has.had, and muft ftill for a 
little while longer have, with me: And then will it be 
his own fault (I hope not mine) if our marriage anfwer 
nat thofe happy progaoffics, which filled her generous pre- 
. faging mind, upon this view, as fhe once, for may encou- 
_Yagement, and to induce me to encourage 4im, told me. 

Thus,Sir, have I, in a very free manner, accounted to 

you, as to the Executor of my beloved friend, for all that 
relates to you, as fuch, to know; and even for more than 
J needed to do, againft myfelf: Only that you will find as 
mueh again me in fome of der letters; and fo, Jofng no- 
. thing, I gain the character of ingenuity with you. 
-. And thus much for the double reprimand, on my de- 
., ‘laying my part of the performance of my dear friend’s 
Will : 

And now let me remind you of one great article relate- 
ing to yourfe!f, while you are admonifhing me on this 
fubjet: It is furnifhed me by her pofthumous letter to 
you— I hope you will not forget, that the moft benevo- 
Jent of her fex expreffes herfelf as earneftly concerned for 
your thorough reformation, as fhe does for my marrying. 
_ You'll fee to it then, that her wifhes are as completely an- 

fwered in that particular, as you are defirous they fhould 
be in all others. 

I have, I own, difobeyed the dear creature in one ar- 
-ticle ; and that is, where the defires that I will not put my- 
felf into mourning. I could not help it. 

I fend this and mine of Saturday laf together: And 
will not'-add another word, after I have told you, that I 

shink myfelf 
: _—_ Your obliged Servant, 
, . Howe. 
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LETTER C 
Mr. Betrorn, To Mifs Howe. 
: Thurfday night, Of.5. 
| isa you, Madam, my moft refpe€tful thanks for 
your condefcending hint, in relation to the pious 
wifhes of your exalted friend for my thorough reforma- 
tion. 
I will only fay, that it fhall be my earnef& and un- 
-wearied endeavour to make thofe generous withes effeét- 
ual: And I hope for the Divine blefling upon fuch my 


endeavours, or elfe I know they will be in vain. 
I cannot, Madam, exprefs how much I think myfelf 


obliged to you for your further condefcenfion, in writing _ 


to me /o frankly the ftate of your paft and prefent mind, 
in relation to the Single and Matrimonial Life. If the 
lady by whom, as the Executor of her inimitable friend, 
I am thus honoured, Avs failings, never were failings fo 
lovely in woman !—How much more lovely, indeed, than 
the virtues of many of her fcx! 

I might have ventured into the hands of fuch a lady the 
Colonel's letter, without tranfcription or omiffion. That 
worthy gentleman exceedingly admires you; and his cau- 
tion, was the effect of his politenefs only, and of his regard 
for you. 

_. [fend you, Madam, a letter from Lord M. to myfelf 
_and the copies of three others written in confequence of 
that. Thefe will acquaint you with Mr. Lovelace’s de- 
parture from England, and with other particulars, which 
you will be curious to know. 

Be pleafed to keep to yourfelf fuch of the contents as 
your own prudence will fuggeft to you ought not to be 
feen by any-body elfe. 

I am, Madam, with the profoundeft and moft grateful 
refpect, 

es Your faithful and obliged humble Servant, 
Joun Bg.rorp. 


LET: 
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LETTER CI. 
Lord M. Jo Joun BELForp, E/y; 
Dear Sir, _ M. Hall, Friday, Sept. 29. 
M Y kinfman Lovelace is now fetting out for London; 
propofing to fee you, and then to go to Dover, 
and fo embark. God fend him well out of the kingdom! 
’ On Monday he will be with you, I believe. Pray let 
me be favoured with an account of all your converfations ; 
for Mr. Mowbray and Mr. Tourville are to be there too; 
and whether you think he is grown quite his own man 
again. What I moftly write for is, to wifh you to keep 
Colonel Morden and him afunder, and fo to give you no- 
tice of his going to town. I fhould be very loth thee 
fhould be any mifchief between them, as you gave me 
‘notice that the Colonel threatened my nephew. But my 
kinfman would not bear that; fo no-body let him know 
that he did. But I hope there is no fear: For the Colo- 
nel does not, as I hear, threaten now. For his own fake, 
Tam glad of that; for there is not fuch a man in the 
world as my kinfman is faid to be, at all the weapons —=» 
As well he was not; he would not be fo daring. 
We fhall all here mifs the wild fellow. To be fure, 
there is no man better company when he pleafes. | 
Pray, do you never travel thirty or forty mile? I fhould 
-be glad to fee you here at M. Hall. It will be charity, 
when my kinfman is gone; for we fuppofe you will be 
his chief correfpondent : Altho” he has promifed to write 
to my nieces often. But he is very apt to forget his pra- 
mifes ; To us his relations particularly. God preferve us 
all; Amen! prays 
Your very bumble Servant, 


LETTER CIEL 
Mr. BELForRD, To Lord M. 

My Lord, cA London, Tuefday night, Of. 4. . 
| Obey your Lordfhip’s commands with great pleafure. 
Yefterday in the afternoon Mr. Lovelace made me:a 

vifit at my lodgings. As I was in expectation of one 
R 6 from 
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from Colonel Morden about the fame time, I thought 
proper to carry him to a tavern which neither of us fre- 
quented (on pretence of an half-appointment); ordering: 
notice to be fent me thither, if the Colonel came: And 
Mr. Lovelace fent to Mowbray, and Tourville, and Mz. 
Doleman of Uxbridge (who came to town to take leave 
of him) to let them know where to fihd us. — ce 
_ Mr. Lovelace is too well recovered, I was going to fay. 
T never faw him more gay, lively, and handfome.. We 
had a good deal of blufter about fome parts:of the ‘TraftI 
have engaged in; and upon freedoms I had treated him 
with ; in which, he would have it, that I had exceeded 
our agreed-on limits: But on the arrival of our three old 
companions, and a nephew of Mr. Doleman’s (who had. 
2 good while been defirous to pafs'an hour with Mr. Love- 
Jace) it blew off for the prefent. . se 
Mr. Mowbray and Mr. Tourville had alfo taken fome 
exceptions at the freedoms of my pen; and Mr. Love- 
Tace, after his way, took upon him to reconcile us; and. 
did it at the expence of all three; and with fuch an infi-. 
nite run of humour and raillery, that we had nothing to: 
do. but laugh at what he faid, and at one another. 1 can: 


deal tolerably with him at my pen; but in converfation. _ 


he has no equal. In fhort, it was hisday. He wasglad, 
he faid, to find himfelf alive; aad his two friends clap- 
ping and rubbing their hands twenty times in an hoar, 
declared, that now once more be was all himfdf; the 


charmingft fellow.in the world; and they would follow. 


him to the furtheft part of the globe. Be ich ese 
I threw a bur upon his coat now-and-then; but none 
would flick... | 


Your Lordthip knows, that there are many things which. 


occafion a roar of applaufe in converfation, when the heart 


is opex, and men are refolved to be merry, which will nei — 


ther bear repeating, nor thinking of afterwards. Common 


things, in the mouth of a man we admire, and whofe wit - 
has paffed upon us for fterling, become, in a gay hoas,. 
uncommon. We watch every turn of iuch a one’s counte- - 


nance, and are refolved.to laugh when he: fmiles, even 
before he utters. what we are expecting to flow from his 
lips. | ‘ a Bb 4 ~ : 7 ah : 


Mr. | 
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‘Mr. Doleman and his nephew took leave of us by 
Twelve. Mowbray and Toutville grew very noify by One; 
and were carried. off by Two. Wine never moves Mr. 


_ Eovelace, notwithftanding a vivacity which generally 


helps on over-gay fpirite. As to myfelf, the little part I 
had taken in their gaiety kept me unconcerned. 
Theclock ftruck ‘Three before I could get him into any 
ferious or attentive way—So natural to him is gaiety of 
heart; and fuch ftrong hold had the livelinefs of the even- 
ing taken of him. His converfation you know, my Lord, 
when his heart 3s free, runs off to the bottom without any 


' But after that hour, and when we thought of parting, he 
became a little more ferious :_ And then he told me his de- 
figns, and gave me a plan of his intended tour; withing 
heartily, that I could have accompanied him. 

- We parted about Four ; he not a little diffatisfied with 
me 3 for we had fome talk about fubjects which, he faid, 
he loved not to think of; to wit, Mifs Harlowe’s Will; my 
E-xecutorthip ; papers I had in confidence communicated to 
that admirable lady [with no unfriendly defign, I affure 
your Lordfhip] ; and he mfifting upon, and I refafing, the 


_ return of the letters he had written to me from the time 


that he had made his firft addreffes to hier. 7 

He would fee me once,again, he faid; and it would be 
upon. very. ill terms if I complied not with his requeft. 
Which I bid him not expect. But, that I might not deny 
him every-thing, I told him, that I would give him a 
copy of the Wills tho’ I was fure, I faid, when he read‘ 
it, he would: with he had never feen it. 

Ihad a meffage from him about Eleven this morning, 
defiring me to name a place at which to dine with Him, 
and: Mowbray, and Tourville, for the laft time: And 
feon after another from Colonel Morden, inviting me | 
to pafs the evening with him at the Bedford-Head in 
Covent-Garden. And, that I might keep them at di- 
ftance from one another, I appointed Mr. Lovelace at the’ 
Eagle in Suffolk-Street. 8s ee atk 

There I met him, and the two others. We began 
where we left off at our laft parting ; and: were very high 
with each other. But, at lait, all was made up, a = 
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offered to forget and forgive every-thing, on condition 
that I would correfpond with him while abroad, and con- 
~ tinue the feries which had been broken thro’ by his illnefs ; 
and particularly give him, as I had offered, a copy of the 
Lady’s Will. 

I promifed him: And he then fell to raillying‘me on 
my gravity, and on my Reformation-fchemes, as he called 
them. As we walked about the room, expecting dinne? 
to be brought in, he laid his hand upon my fhoulder, then 
pufhed me from him with a curfe; walking round me, 
and furveying me from head to foot; then calling for the 
obfervation of the others, he turned round upon his heel, 
and, with one of his peculiar wild airs, Ha, ha, ha, ha, 
burft he out, ‘that thefe four-faced profelytes fhould také 
it into their heads that they cannot be pious, without for- 
feiting both their good-nature and good manners !—Why 
jack, turning me about, pr’ythee look up, man !—Doft 
thou not know, that Religion, if it has taken proper hold 


of the heart, is the moft chearful countenance-maker in thé ~ 


world ?—TI have heard my beloved Mifs Harlowe fay fo: 
And fhe knew, or no-body did. And was not 4er afpe& 
a benign proof of the obfervation? But by thefe wam- 
blings in thy curfed gizzard, and thy aukward grimaces, I 
fee thou’rt but a novice in it yet! —~ Ah, Belford, Bel- 
ford, thou haft a confounded parcel of briars and thorns to 
trample over barefoot, before Religion will illumine thefe 
gloomy features ! wie % 

I give your Lordfhip this account, in anfwer to your 
defire to know, if I think him the man he was? 

In our converfation at dinner, he was balancing whe- 
ther he fhould: fet out the next morning, or the morning 
after. But finding he had nothing to do, and Colonel 
Morden being in town (which, however, I told him not 
of) I turned the fcale; and he agreed upon fetting out 
to-morrow morning; they to fee him imbark ; and I pro- 
mifed to accompany them for a morning’s ride (as they 
propofed their horfes) ; but faid, that I muft return in the 
afternoon. 7 | 

With much reluétance they let me go to my evening’s 
appointment: They little thought with whom: For Mr. 
Lovelace had put it as a cafe of honour to all of us, whe- 

: ther, 


ee < et as ay = 2 
a 


Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 375 


ther, a$ he had been told that Mr. Morden and Mr. James 
Harlowe had thrown out menaces againft him, he ought to 
leave the kingdom till he bad thrown himfelf in their way, 
Mowbray gave his opinion, that he ought to leave it 
like a man of honour, as he was; and if he did not take 
thofe gentlemen to tafk for their opprobrious {peeches, 
that at leaft he fhould be feen by them in public before 
he went away; elfe they might give themfelves airs, as if 
he had left the kingdom in fear of them. ; 
To this he himfelf fo much inclined, that it was with . 
difficulty I perfuaded him, that, as they had neither ef 


‘them proceeded to a direét and formal challenge; as they 


knew he had not made himfelf difficult of accefs; and 4s 
he had already done the family injury enough; and it 
was Mifs Harlowe’s earneft defire, that be would be con- 
tent with that; he had no reafon, from any point of ho- 
nour, to delay his journey ; efpecially as he had fo jufta 
motive for his going, as the eftablifhing of his health ; and 
as.he might return the fooner, if he faw occafion for if. 

I found the Colonel in a very folemn way. We had‘a 
good deal of difcourfe upon the fubje& of letters which 
had paffed between us in relation to Mifs Harlowe’s Will, 
and to her family. . . ss 

He has fome accounts to fettle with his banker; which, 
he fays, will be adjufted to-morrow ; and on Thurfday 
he propofes to go down again, to take leave of his friends; 
and then intends to fet out direétly for Italy. | 

I with Mr, Lovelace could have been prevailed upon to 
take any other tour, than that of France and Italy. I did 
propofe Madrid to him: But he laugh’d at me, and told 


“ame, that the propofal was in character from a Mule; and 


from one who was become as grave as a Spaniard of the 
old cut, at ninety. 

I expreffed to the Colonel my apprehenfions, that his 
coufin’s dying injunctions would not have the force upon 
him, that were to be wifhed.. . 

_ They have great force upon me, Mr. Belford, faid he ; 
or one world would not have held Mr. Lovelace and me 
thus long. But my intention is to go to Florence; not. 
to lay my bones there, as upon my coufin’s death I told 
you I thoaght to da; but-to fettle-all my. affairs in nae 
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parts, and then to come over, and refide upon a Httle pa- 
ternal eftate in Kent, which is ftrangely gone to rain in 
my abfence. Indeed, were I to meet Mr. Lovelace, ei- 
ther here or abroad, I might not be anfwerable for the 
confequence. | a 
He would have engaged me for to-morrow. But having 
promifed to attend Mr. Lovelace on his journey, as I 
have mentioned, I faid, I was obliged to go out of town, 
and was uncertain as to the time of my return in the 
evening. And fol am to fee him on Thurfday moming 
at my own lodgings. 
J will do myfelf the honour to write again to your 
Lordship to-morrow night. Mean time, Fam, my Lord, | 
: Your Lordpip'’s, Fe. 


LETTER Ci. 
Mr. Bevtrorn, To Lord M. 
My Lord, ; ‘Wedn, night, OG. 4, 
I Am juft returned from attending Mr. Lovelace as far 
as Gad’s- Hill near Rochefter. He was exceeding gay 


all the way. Mowbyay and Tourville are gone on with 
him. They will fee him embark, and under fail; and 


_promife to follow him in a month or two ;_ for they fay, 


there is no living without him, now he is once more 
himfelf. 

He and I parted with great and even folemn tokens of 
affection ; but yet not without gay intermixtures, as I will 
acquaint your Lordfhip. - 

Taking me afide, and clafping his arms about me, 
¢ Adieu, dear Belford! faid he: May you proceed in the 
‘ courfe you have entered upon ! — Whatever airs I give 
¢ myfelf, this charming creature has faft hold of me dere— 


‘© (clapping his hand upon his heart); and I muft either 
_.© appear what you fee me, or be what I fo lately was.—= 


© Othe divine creature {’ lifting up his eyes — 


‘ But if [ live to come to England, and you remain 

‘ fixed in your prefent way, and can give me eneourage- 
* ment, I hope rather to follow your example, than to 
* ridicule you for it. This Will (for I had given hima 
‘ copy of it) I will make the companion of my folitary 
7 . * hours, 
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_ © hewes, -You have told me part of its melancholy con- 
. © tents; and that, and her pofthumous letter, fhall be-my 
‘ ftudy; and they will prepare me for being your difciple, 
* if you hold on. 
‘ You, Jack, may marry, continued he; and J havea 
* wife in my eye for you.—Only thou’rt fuch an aukward 
~ © mortal’ [He faw me affected, and thought to make me 
_ fmile]: ‘ But we don’t make ourfelves, except-it be worfe, 
by our drefs. Thou art in mourning now, as well as I: 
But if ever thy ridiculous turn lead thee again to be 
Beau-brocade, I will dedizen thee, as the girls fay, on. 
my return, to my own fancy, and according to thy own 
natural appearance—Thou fhalt doétor my foul, and I 
will doétor thy body : Thou fhait fee what a clever fel- 
low I will make of thee. 
© As for me, I never will, I never can, marry—That I 
will not take a few liberties, and that I will not try to 
ftart fome of my former game, I won’t promife—Habits 
_are not eafily fhaken off—But they fhall be by way of 
weaning. So return and reform fhall go together. 
« And now, thou forrowful monkey, what aileth thee ?° 
I do love him, my Lord. | | 
‘ Adieu !—And once more adieu !—embracing me— . 
§ And when thou thinkeft thou haft made thyfelf an in- 
* tereft out yonder (looking up) then put in a word for 
* thy Lovelace.’ | | 
Joining company, he recommended to me, to write of- 
ten; and promifed to let me quickly hear from him ; and 
that he would write to your Lordfhip, and to all his fa- 
_ amily round ; for he faid, that you had all been more kind 
. to him, than he had deferved. 4 
_ And fo we parted. | 
- I hope, my Lord, for all your noble family’s fake, that 
. we fhall fee him foon return, and reform, as he promifes. 
. ..Lretura your Lordfhip my humble thanks for the ho- 
nour of your invitation toM. Hall. The firft letter I re- 
..,seeive from Mr. Lovelace. thall give me the opportunity of 
. embracing it, Iam, my Lord, | 
a —— Nour moft faithful and obedient Servant, 


a. aA A A KAA A 


oe ae 


J. Berrorp. 
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LETTER Cl. 
Mr. BELForpD, To Lord M. 


Thurfday morning, O&. 5. : 

| T may be fome fatisfa&tion to your Lordfhip, to have 

a brief account of what has juft now paffed between 
Colonel Morden and me. 

We had a good deal of difcourfe about the Harlowe- 
family, and thofe parts of the Lady’s Will which ftill re 
main unexecuted ; after which the Colonel addreffed him- 
felf to mein a manner which gave me fome furprize. 

He flattered himfelf, he faid, from my prefent happy 
turn, and from my good conftitution, that I fhould live a 
great many years, It was therefore his requeft, that I~ 
would confent to be is Executor; fince it was impoffible 
for him to make a better choice, or purfue a better exe 
ample, than his coufin had fet. 

His heart, he faid, was in it: There were fome things 
in his coufin’s Will and 47s analogous ; and he had named 
one perfon with me, with whom he was fure I would not 
refufe to be joined ; and to whom he intended to apply for 
his confent, when he had obtained mine(a). [Intimating, 
as far asI could gather, that it was Mr. Hickman, fon of 
Sir Charles Hickman ; to whom I know your Lordhhip is 
not.a ftranger: For he faid,. Every one who was dear to 
his beloved coufin, muft be fo to him: and he knew, that © 
the gentleman whom he had thoughts of, would have, be- 
fides my advice and affiftance, the advice of one of the 
moft fenfible ladies in England. ] 

He took my hand, feeing me under fome furprize : You 
muft pot hefitate, much lefsdeny me, Mr. Belford. Indeed 
you mujft not. Two things I will affure you of: That-I 
have, as I hope, made every-thing fo clear, that you 
cannot have any litigation: And that I have done fo 
juftly, and I hope it will be thought fo generoufly, by all 
my relations, that a mind like yours will rather have plea- 
{ure than pain in the Execution of this Truft. And this is 


(4) What is beteusen critchets thus], Mr. Belford omitted in the 
tranfeription of this Letter to Mifs Howe, 


what 
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what I think every honeft man, who hopes to find an ho- 


neft man for his Executor, fhould do. 

I told him, that I was greatly obliged to him for his 
good opinion of me: That it was fo much every man’s 
duty to be an honeft man, that it could not be felf-praife 
to fay, that I had no doubt to be found fo. But if I a¢- 
cepted of this Truft, it muft be cn condition — 

I could name no condition, he faid, interrupting me, 
which he would refufe to comply with. | 

This condition, I told him, was, that as there was as 


great a probability. of his being my furvivor, as I 47s, he 


would permit me to name Aim for mine; and, in that cafe, 
a week fhould not pafs before I made my Will. 

With all his heart, he faid; and the readier, as he had 
no apprehenfions of fuddenly dying; for what he had 
done and requefted was really the effect of the fatisfaction 
he had taken in the part I had already atted as his coufin’s 
Executor ; and in my ability, he was pleafed to add: As 


well as in purfuance of his coufin’s advice in the Preamble 


to her Will; to wit, ‘ That this was a work which fhould 
© be fet about in full health, both of body and mind.’ 

I told him, that I was pleafed to hear him fay, that he 
was not in any apprehenfion of fuddenly dying; as this 
gave me affurance, that he had laid afide all thoughts of 
acting contrary to his beloved coufin’s dying requett. 

Does it argue, faid he, fmiling, that if I were to purfue 
a vengeance fo juftifiable in my own opinion, I muft be 
in apprehenfion of falling by Mr. Lovelace’s hand ?— I 
will affure you, that I have no fears of that fort. — But 
IT know this is an ingrateful fubje&t to you. Mr. Love- 
lace is your friend; and I will allow, that a good man 
may have a friendfhip for a bad one, fo far as to with him 
well, without countenancing him in his evil. ~ 

I will affure you, added he, that I have not yet made 
any refolutions either way. I have told you what force 
my coufin’s repeated requefts have with me. Hitherto 


they have with-held me—But let us quit this fubject.” 


This, Sir (giving me a fealed-up parcel), is my Will. Ie 
is witneffed. I made no doubt of prevailing upon yeu 
to do me the requefted favour. I have a duplicate to leave 


with the other gentleman ;-and an attefted copy, which I 


fhalf 
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fhall depofit at my banker’s. At my return, which will 
be in fix or eight months at fartheft, I will allow you to 
make an exchange of yours, ‘if you will have it fo. I have 
only now ta take eave of my relations in the country. 
And fo God protect you, Mr. Belford! You. willfoon heer 
of me again. . 

He then very folemnly embraced . me, as I did him: 
And we parted. . 

_Theartily congratulate with your Lordihip o on i the. narrow 
efcape each gentleman has had from the other: For. I ap 
ead that they could not have met without fatal con- 
equences. 

Time, I hope, which fubdues all” things, will in 
their refentments. Iam, my Lord, . | 

, Your Lardy + moft faithful and obedient Saleen a, 
J. Betrorp. 


Several hee Letters paffed Pehasies Mi/s Howe and: Mp, 
Belford, relating to the difpoftion of the Papers and. Let- 
ters; to the Poor's Funds and to other articles of: the 

' Lady's Will: Wherein the: method of proceeding in cach 
cafe was adjufted. After which the Papers were. res 
turned to Mr. Belford, that he might order the two direGed 
copies of them ta be taken, 


Tn one of thefe letters Mr. Belford reguefts Mifs Howe to give 
_ the CharaGer of the friend fhe fo dearly loved : © A takk, 
« he i imagines, that will be: avagrecable to herieif, as 
© worthy of her pen.’ 
“Tam more efpecially curioas to know, Says be, whaty was 
* that: particular: difpofition of. her time, which I ¢nd 
‘ mentioned in a letter which 7 have ‘juft: dipt ‘into, 
© where her fifter is envioufly reproaching her on that 
* feore (a). This information may .perhaps enable 
_ € me, fays be, to account for ‘what has:often furprifed 
“me; How, ‘at fo tender an age, this admirable lady 
* * became mifttels of fach sxe ROreNary and fach’ vari- 
"© ous qualifications.” - 


This requeft produced the Sollowing. Latter. 
(4) See Val. I. f. 386. oe 
| LE T- 


Mifs Clariffla Harlowe. 381 


LETTER CV.. 
Mifs Howe, Io Joun Bexrorp, Efy; 


Sie, |  Thurfday, Ofober 12. 

] Am incapable of daing juftice to the character of my 
&. beloved friend; and that not only from want of ta- 

lents, but from grief; which, I think, rather increafes 
than diminifhes by time; and which will not let me fit 
down to a tafk that requires fo much thought, and a greater 
degree of accuracy than I ever believed myfelf miftrefs of. 

And yet I fo well approve of your motion, that I will 
throw into your hands a few materials, that may ferve by, 
way of fupplement, as I may fay, to thofe you will be able 
to colle& from the papers themfelves, from Col. Morden’s 
letters to you, particularly that of Sept. 23.(a); and from. 
the letters of the deteftable wretch himfelf, who, I find, has 
done her juftice, altho’ to his own condemnation: All 
thefe together will enable yoz, who feem to be fo great an 
sdimirer of her virtues, to perform the tafk ; and, I think, 
better than any perfon I know. But I make it my requeft, 
that if you do any-thing in this way, you will let me fee 
it.—-If I find it not to my mind, I will add or diminifh, 
as juftice fhall require. | 

She was a wonderful creature from her infarxcy: But I 
{uppofe you intend to give a charaéter of her at thofe years 
when fhe was qualified to be an example to other young 
ladies, rather than a hiftory of her life, 

Perhaps, neverthelefs, you will choofe to give a de- 
{cription of her perfon: And as you knew not the dear 
creature when her heart was eafy, I will tell you, what yet, 
in part, you can confirm ; 

That her thape was fo fine, her proportion fo exaét, her 
features fo regular, her complexion fo lovely, and her 
whole perfon and manner was fo diftinguifhedly charming, 
that fhe could not move without being admired and fol- 
lowed by the eyes.of every one, tho’ ftrangers, who never 
faw her before. Col. Morden’s letter, above referred to, 
will confirm this. , . 

In her drefs fhe was elegant beyond imitation. © = 

; | er 

~ 3 (a) See Letter x¢v» , 
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Her ftature gather tall than middling: In her whole 
afpect and air, a dignity, that befpoke: the mind that ani- 
mated all. 

This native coats as I may call it, induced fonie fuper- 
ficial perfons, who knew not how to account for the reve- 
rence which involuntarily filled their hearts on her appear- 
ance, to impute pride to her. But fhe knew not what 
pride, in the bad fenfe of the word, was. 


You may throw in thefe fentences of hers, if you touch 


nae this {ubje& : 


‘ Perfons of accidental or fhadowy merit may be proud : 


¢ But inborn worth muft be always as much above conceit 
* as arrogance.’ 

‘ Who can be better or more worthy than they fhould 
‘ be? And, Who fhall be proud of talents they give not 
to themfelves ?” 
‘ The darkeft and moft contemptible ignorance is that 


Ow 


* of not knowing one’s felf ; and that all we have, and all 


we.excel in, is the gift of God.’ 
© All human excellence is but comparative — There 
are perfons who excel us, as much as we fancy we excel 
the meanett.’ 
‘ In the general fcale of beings, the loweft is as ufe- 
ful, and.as mucha link of the great chain, as the higheft.” 
« The excellence that makes every other excellence 
-amiable, is Humiuity.’ 
‘ There is but one Pride pardonable ; That of being 
« above doing a.bafe or difhonourable a¢tion.’ 
' Such were the fentiments by which this admirable 


a a 


a 


Aa 


young lady endeavoured to conduét herfelf, and to regu- 


late her conduct to others. 
And in truth, never were affability and complacency 
(gracioufnefs, fome have called it) more eminent in any 


perfon, man or woman, than in her, to thofe who put it 


in her power to oblige them: Infomuch that the bene- 


fited has fometimes not known which to prefer; the 


grace beftowed, or the manner in-which it was conferred. 
It has been obferved, that what was faid of Henry IV, 
of France, might be faid of her manner of refufing a re- 
queft; ‘That the generally fent from her prefence the per- 
fon refufed sees as well fatisfied, as if fhe had granted 1 is 
Then 


tm: coe at an enone 


4 


y 
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Then fhe was fo nobly. fincere !—You cannot, Sir, ex- 
patiate too much upon her fincerity. I dare fay, that in 
all her letters, in all the wretch’s letters, her fincerity will 
not be found to be once impeachable, altho’ her calamities 
were fo heavy, the horrid wretch’s wiles {o fubtle, and. 
her ftruggles to free herfelf from them fo active. 

Severe, as the always was, in her reprehenfions of 2 
wilful and ftudied vitene(s ; yet no one accufed her judg.» 
ment, or thought her fevere in a wrong place: For her. 
charity was fo great, that fhe always chofe to defend om 
acquit, where the fault was not {o flagrant, that it became 
a piece of juftice to condemn it. 

You muft every-where infitt upon it, that had it not 
been for the ftupid perfecutions of her relations, fhe never 
would have been in the power of this horrid profligate ; 


_ And yet the was frank enough to acknowlege, that were 


perfon, and addres, and alliance, to be aliowably the prin- 
cipal attratives, it would not have been dificult for her 
eye to miflead her heart. 

When fhe was laft with me, three happy weeks together ! 
in every vifit he made her, he left her more difiatisfied 
with him than before. So 
- In obedience to her friends commands on her coming to 


“me, fhe never would fee him out of my company; and 


would often fay, when he was gone(a), ‘O my Nancy, This 
* is not THE man.’—At other times, Gay, giddy crea- 
“ture! he has always fomething to be forgiven for.” At 
Others, ‘ This man will much jooner excite one’s Fears, 
* than.attract one’s, Love:’ And. then would the repeat, 
"This is not THE man.—All that the world fays of 
* him cannot be untrue. —But what title have I to char e 
* him, who intend not to have him ?’—In fhort, had fhe. 
been left to a judgment and difcretion, which no-bod 
ever queitioned who had either, fhe would have difcovered . 
enough of him, to make her difcard him for ever. 

Her ingenuity in acknowleging any error the was ~ 
drawn into, you muft alfo infift upon. 

* Next to not erring, the ufed to fay, was the owning 
‘ of an error: And that the offering at an excufe ina 
‘ blameable matter, was the undoubted mark of a difin- . 
‘ genuous or perverfe mind.’ Yee 

(2) See Voll, pr O40 
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Yet one of her expreffions spon.a like fubje& deferves 
to be remembred: Bemg upbraided by a fevere cenfurer, 
upon a perfon’s proving bafe, whom the had frequently 
defended ; ‘ You had more penctration, Madam, than fuch 
‘ a young creature as I can pretend to have. But altho’ 


* human depravity may, I doubt, -oftener juftify the per- 


‘ fon who judges harfhly, ‘than them who judge favour. 
“ ably, yet will I not part with my charity ; altho’, for the 
* future, I will endeavour to make it confiftent with cau- 
* tion and prudence.’ 

If you mention the beauties and graces of her pen, you 
may take notice, that it was always matter of furprize to 
her, that the Sex are generally fo averfe as they are to write- 
ing ; fince the Pen, next to the Needle, of all employments, 
is the moft proper and beft adapted to their genius’s ; and this 
as well for improvement as amufement : ‘ Who fees: not, 
© would fhe fay, that thofe women who take delight in 
< writing excel the men in all the graces of the familiar 
‘ ftyle? The gentlenefs of their minds, the delicacy of 
© their fentiments (improved by the manner of their Edu- 
cation) and the livelinefs of their imaginations, qualify 
“ them to a high degree of preference for this employ- 
© ment: While men of learning, as they are called (of 
« mere learning, however) aiming to get above that natu- 
“« ral eafe and freedom which diftinguifh This (and indeed 
* every other kind of writing) when they think they have 
‘ beft fucceeded, are got above, or rather beneath, all na- 
* tural beauty.’ 

And one hint you may give to the Sex, if you pleafe, 
who are generally too carelefs in their orthography (a 
confcioufnefs of a defe& in which generally keeps them 
from writing) —She ufed to fay, ‘ It was a proof that a 
* woman underftood the derivation and fenfe of the words 
* the ufed, and that fhe ftopt not at /oxad, when the {pelt 
* accurately.” 7 

You may take notice of the admirable facility the had 
in learning languages : That fhe read with great eafe both 
Tealian and French, and could hold a converfation in 
either, tho’ fhe was not fond of doing fo [And that the was 
net, be pleafed to call it a fault): ‘That she had begun to 
apply herfelf to Latin. | 

3 a, : But 


. 
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- But that, notwithftanding all her acquirements, fhe was 
an excellent OzconomistT and Housgwire. And thefe 
qualifications, you muft take notice, fhe was particularly 
fond of inculcating upor all her reading and writing com- 
panions of the Sex: For it was a maxim with her, ‘ That 
* a woman who négleéts the U/eful and the Elegant, which 
© diftinguith ber own Sex, for the.fake of obtaining the 
« learning which is fuppofed more peculiar to the other, © 
* incurs more contempt by what fhe foregees, than fhe gains 
© credit by what fhe acquires.’ 

‘ Let our Sex therefore (fhe ufed to fay) feek to 


* make themfelves miftreffes of all that is excellent, and 


«'not incorigruous to their Sex, in the other ; but without 
: lofing any-thing commendable in their sawn.’ 

Perhaps you will not think it amifs further to obferve 
on this head, as it will fhew that precept and example al- 
ways went hand in hand with her, That her Dairy at her 

randfather’s was the delight of every one who faw it; 
and She, of all who faw her in it :, For, in the fame hour, 
whenever fhe ‘pleafed, fhe was the moft elegant dairy- 


‘ghaid that ever was feen, or the fineft lady that ever graced 


a circle. 

— Yet was this santable creature miftrefs of all thefe do- 
meftic qualifications, without the leaft intermixture of Nar- 
rownefs, She ufed to fay,.‘ That, to define true generofity, 
* it muft be called, The happy medium between parfimony 
* and profufion.’ . 

She was as much above Referve as Difguife. So com- 

municative, that no young lady could be-in her company 


half'an hour, and not carry away inftruction with her, 


whatever was the topic. Yet all fweetly infinuated  .no- 
thing ‘given with the air of prefcription: So that while 
fhe feemed to afk a queftion for information-fake, the dropt 
in the needful inftru€tion, and left the inftruéted unable 
to decide, whether the thought (which being ftarted, fhe, 
the inftruéted, could improve) came: primarily from her- 


‘felf, or from the: {weet inftructrefs. 


The Goths and Vandals in thofe branches of feience 
which fhe aimed at acquiring, fhe knew how to detect and 
expofe; and all from Nature. 

Propriety, another word for Nature, was her Law, as it 
is the foundation of all true judgment. 

Vou. VII, S Her 
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Her {kill in Needleworks you will find mentioned ger- 
haps in fome of the letters. ‘That piece which fhe be- 
queaths to her coufin Morden, is indeed a capital piece ; 
a performance fo admirable, that that gentleman’s father, 
who refided chiefly abroad, was (as is mentioned in her 
Will) very defirous to obtain it, in order to. carry it to 
Italy with him, to fhew the curious of other countries (as 
he ufed to fay) for the honour of Ais owz, that the cloifter'd 
confinement was not neceffary to make Englifh women 
excel in any of thofe fine Arts, which Nuns and Reclufes 
value themfelves upon. aa 

Her quicknefs at thefe fort of works was aftonifhing ; 
and a great encouragement to herfelf to profecute them. 

Mr. Morxden’s father would have been continually 
making her prefents, would fhe have permitted him: And 
he ufed to call them, and fo did her grandfather, tributes 
due to a merit fo fovereign, and not prefents. 

T fay nothing of her fkill in Mufic, and of her charming 
Voice, when it accompanied her fingers, tho’ very extraor- 
dinary, becaufe fhe had her equalsin both. 
_ If fhe could not avoid Cards without incurring the cen- 
‘fure of particularity, fhe would play ; but then fhe always 
declared againft playing high. ‘ Except for trifles, the 
© ufed to fay, fhe would not fubmit to Chaace what fhe 
‘ was already fure of. 

At other times, ‘She fhould make her friends a very 
« i]l compliment, if fhe fuppofed they would with to be 
‘ poffefled of. what of right belonged to ber; and fhe 
‘ fhould be very unworthy, if fhe defired to make herfelf 
‘ a title to what was theirs.” 

‘ High gaming, in fhort, fhe ufed to fay, was a fordid 
€ vice; an immorality; the child of avarice; and a di- 
« rect breach of that commandment which forbids us to 
€ covet what is our neighbour’s.’ | 

You will have occafion to mention her Charities. Her 
Will gives you hints of the peculiar nature of thofe: In- 
deed, for the prudent diftribution of them, fhe had neither 
example nor equal. 

You may, if you defire to be particular in the account 
of them, confult Mrs. Norton upon this fubjeét; and 
when I fee what fhe will furnifh, I fhall perhaps make an 
addition to it, . In 
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In all her Readings, and in her Converfations upon them, 
fhe was fonder of finding beauties than blemifhes: Yet 
fhe ufed to lament, that certain writers of the firft clafs,- 
who were capable of exalting virtue, and of putting vice 
out of countenance, too generally employed them(elved 
in works of imagination only, upon fubje&ts merely {pecu- 
Jative, difintereiting, and unedifying ; from which no 
good moral or example could be drawn. 

All the faid, and all the did, was accompanied with 2 
natural eafe and dignity, which fet her above affectation, 
or the fufpicion of it. For, with all her excellencies, the 
was forwarder to sear than /peak; and hence. no doub 
derived no {mall part of her improvement. 

You are curious to know the particular diftribution of 
her Time; which you fuppofe will help you to account 
for what you own yourfelf furprifed at, to wit, how fo 
young a Lady could make herielf miftrefs of fo many ac- 
complifhments. 

I will premife, that fhe was from infancy inured to rife 
early in a morning, by an excellent, and, as I may fay, 
a learned woman, Mrs. Norton, to whofe care, wifdom, 
and example, fhe was beholden for the groundwork of 
her tafte and acquirements, which meeting with fuch 2 
genius, made it the lefs wonder that fhe furpaffed moft of 
her Age and Sex. 

She ufed to fay, * It was incredible to think what might 
* be done by early rifing, and by long days well filled up.” 

It may be added, That had fhe calculated according ta 
the practice of too many, fhe had aétually lived more 
years at Sixteen, than they had at Twenty-/ix, 

She ufed to fay, * That no one could fpend their time 
‘ properly, who did not live by fome Rule : Who did not 
‘ appropriate the hours, as near as might be, to particular 
* purpofes and employments.’ 

In conformity to this felf-fet Leffon, the ufual diftribu- 
tion of the twenty-four hours, when left to her own chojce, 
was as follows : a 38 : 


For REST fhe allotted SIX hours only. 
She thought herfelf not fo well, and fo clear in her 
intellects (fo much alive, fhe ufed to fay) if the ae 
- Sz this 
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thi8 proportion. If fhe flept not, fhe chofe to rife fooner. 
And in winter had her fire laid, and a taper ready burning 
to light it; not loving to give trouble to fervants, ‘ whofe 
¢ harder work, and later hours of gaing to bed, fhe ufed 
€ ‘to fay, required confideration.” 

I have blamed her for her greater regard to them, than 
to herfelf: But this was her anfiver: ‘ I have my choice: 
¢ Who can with for more? Why fhould I opprefs others, to 
‘ gratify myfelf? You fee what free-will enables one to 
* do; while impofition would make a light burden heavy.’ 


Her Firff THRE E Morning Hours 


Were generally paffed in her Study, and in her Clofet- 
duties: And were occafionally augmented by thofe the 
faved from Reft: And in thefe pafled her epiftolary 
amufements. _ 


IW O Hours fee generally allotted to Domeftic Management. 


Thefe at different times of the day, as occafions re- 
quired ; all the houfekeeper’s bills, in'eafe of her mother, 
paffing thro’ her hands. For fhe was a perfect miftrefs of 
the four principal rules of arithmetic. 


FIVE Hours to her Needle, Drawings, Mufic, &e. 


In thefe fhe included the affiftance and infpeétion fhe 
gave to her own fervants, and to her fifter’s fervants, in 
the needleworks required for the family : For her fifter is 
a Mopern. In thefe the alfo included Dr. Lewen’s con- 
verfation-vifits; with whom likewife the held a corre- 
{pondence by letters. ‘That reverend gentleman delighted 
himfelf and her, twice or thrice a week, if his health per- 
mitted, with thefe vifits: And fhe always preferred his 
company to any otrer engagement. 


DWO Heurs fee allotted to her Two firft Meals. 
But if converfation, or the defire of friends, or the 
falling in of company or guefts, required it to be other- 
wife, fhe never fcrupled to oblige ; and would Jerrow, as 
fhe called it, from other diftributions. And as fhe found 
‘ very hard not to exceed in this appropriation, fhe put 
own : | 


ONE 
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ONE Hour more to Dinner-time Converfation, 


To be added or fubtracted, as occaftons offered, or the 
defire of her friends required: And yet found it difficult, 
as fhe often faid, to keep this account even; efpecially if 
Dr. Lewen obliged them with hig company at their table : 
Which however l:e feldom did; for, being a valetudina- 
rian, and in a regimen, he generally made his vifits in 
the afternoon. 


ONE Hour to Vifits to the neighbouring Poor ; 


To a feleét number of whom, and to their children, 
fhe ufed to give brief inftru@ions, and good books : And 
as this happened not every.day, and feldom above twice 
a week, fhe had two or three hours at a time to beftow in 
this benevolent employment. 


The remaining FOUR Hours, 


Were occafionally allotted.to fupper, to converfation, 
or to reading after fupper to the family. This allotment 
fhe called Her Fund, upon which fhe ufe to draw, to fatisfy 
her other debits: And in this the included vifits received 
and returned, fhews, fpectacles, &c. which, in a country- 
life, not occurring every-day, the ufed to think a great 
allowance, no lefs than save artificial days in fix, for amufe- 
ments only: And fhe was wont to fay, that it was hard if 
fhe could not fteal time out of fuch a fund as this, for an 
excurfion of even two or three days in a month. 

If it be faid, that her relations, or the young neighs 
bouring. ladies, “had but little of her time, it will be con- 
fidered, that befides thefe four. hours in the twenty-four, 
great part of the time fhe was employed in her needle- 
works, fhe ufed to converfe as fhe worked: And it was 4 
cuftom fhe had introduced among her acquatatance, that 
the young ladies in their vifits ufed frequently, in a neigh- 
bourly way (in the winter evenings efpecially) to bring 
their work with them; and one of half a dozen of her 
fele&t acquaintance ufed by turns to read to the reft as 
they were at work. 

This was her ufual method, when at her own command, 
for Six days in the week. 

S 3 The 
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Th SEVENTH DAY 


- ‘She kept, as it ought to be kept: And as fome part of 
it was frequently employed in works of mercy, the hour 
‘She allotted to vifiting the neighbouring poor, was occa- 
fionally fupplied from this day, and added to her fund.. 

. Bat I maft obferve, that when in her grandfather’s 
life-time fhe was three or four weeks at a time his houfe- 
keeper and gueft, as alfo at either of her uncles, her ufual 
diftribution of time was varied: But ftill fhe had an eye to 
it as nearly as circumftances would admit, _ 

When I had the happinefs of having her for my gueft, 
for a fortnight or fo, fhe likewife difpenfed with her rules. 
In her account-book, fince her ever-to-be-lamented death, 
I have found this memorandum :—‘ From /uch a day, to 
« fuch a day, all holidays, at my dear Mifs Howe's.” At 
ker return :—* Account refumed /uch a day,’ naming it ; 
and then fhe proceeded regularly, as before. | 

Once a week fhe ufed to reckon with herfelf ; when, if 
within the 144 hours contained in the fix days fhe had 
made her account even, fhe noted it accordingly: If 
otherwife, fhe carried the debit to the next week’s account ; 
as thus: Debtor to the article of benevolent vifits, fo many 
hours. And fo of the reft. 7 . 

But it was always an efpecial part of her care, that, whe- 
ther vifiting or vifited, fhe fhewed in all companies an in- 
tire eafe, fatisfaCtion, and chearfulnefs, as if fhe kept no fuch 
particular account, and as if fhe did not make herfelf an- 
iwerable to herfelf for her occafional exceedings, , 

This method, which to others will appear perplexing 
_ and unneceffary, her early hours, and cuftom, had made 

eafy and pleafant to her. 
And indeed, as J ufed to tell her, greatly as I admired 
‘ her in all her methods, I could not bring myfelf to this 
(tho’ I 4ad to early hours, and find the benefit of it) might 
I have had the world for my reward. 


She ufed to anfwer: ‘I do not think Aut I do necef- | 


© fary for another todo: Nor even for myfelf: But when 
“ it is more pleafant to me to keep fuch an account, than 
* to let it alone ; why may I not proceed in my fuperero- 
- gatories ?—— There can be no harm init. It keeps up 

é my 


Mifs Clariffa. Harlowe. 391 


* my attention to accounts; which one day may be of 
* ufe to me in more material inftances. Thofe who will 
* not keep a ri@ account, feldom long keep any. I neglect 
* not more ufeful employments for it. And it teaches me 
‘ to be covetous of time; the only thing of which we 
* can be allowably covetous; fince we live but once in 
*‘this world; and when gone, are gone from it for ever.” 

O Mr. Belford! I can write no further on this fubjeét. 
For, looking into the account-book for other particu- 
Jars, I met with a moft affecting memorandum; which, 
being written on the extreme edge of the paper, with a 
fine pen, and in the dear creature's {malleft hand, I faw 
not before.—This it is ; written, I fuppofe, at fome cala- 
mitous period after the day named in it—Help me tos 
curfe to blaft the monfter who gave occafion for it !— 

‘ Apri 10. The account concluded ! — 

* And with it, all my werldly hopes and profpeéts!!!° 

I © 


I raxz up my pen; but not to apologize for my exe- 
cration.—Once more I pray to God to avenge me of him } 
w—Me ¥ fay—For mine is the lofs—Hers the gain. 

O Sir! You dd not, you cou/d not know her, as 5 
knew her! Never was fuch an excellence !—So warm, 
yet fo cool a friend !—So much what I wiff to be, but 
never fhall be!—For, alas! my Stay, my Advifer, my Mo- 
nitrefs, my Direftrefs, is gone! for ever gone! 

She honoured me with the title of The fffer of ber heart: 
But I was only fo in the Love I bore her (A Love be- 
yond a fifter’s—infinitely beyond 4er fifter’s!); in the 
hatred I have to every mean and fordid ation; and in 
my Love of Virtue :—For, otherwife, I am of a high and 


haughty temper, as I have acknowleged before, and very 


violent in my paffions. , 
In fhort, fhe was the neareft perfection of any creature 
I ever knew. She never preached to me leffons fhe prac- 
tifed not. She lived the life fhe taught. All humility, 
meeknefs, felf-accufing, others-acquitting, tho’ the fhadow 
of the fault hardly hers, the fubftance theirs whofe only 
honour was their relation to her. 
To lofe fuch a Friend, fuch a Guide—If ever my vio- 
lence was justifiable, it is upon this recolletion ! — For 
S4 fhe 
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fhe only lived to make me fenfible of my failings, but 
not long enough to enable me to conquer them ; as I was 
refolved to endeavour to do. 

Once more then let me execrate — But now violence 
and paffion again predominate! — And how can it be 
otherwife ? : 

But I force myfelf from the fubjeét, having loft the 
purpofe for which I refumed my pen. 

A. Howe. 


LETTER CVI. 
: Mr. Lovetace, To JoHN Betrorp, E/g; 
. Paris, O&ob. 14-25. 


Saccpeeneeeaeees Timor &) mine 
Scandunt eadesh quo dominus: neque 
Decedit erata triremi, 
| Poft equitem fedet atra cura, 


ie a language fo expreflive as the Englith, I hate the 
pedantry of tagging or prefacing what I write with 
Latin icraps; and ever was a cenfurer of the motto- 
mongers among our weekly and daily fcribblers. But . 
thefe verfes of Horace are fo applicable te my cafe, that, 
whether on fhipboard, whether in my poft-chaife, or in - 
my inn at night, [am not able to put them out of my head, » 
Dryden once I thought faid well in thefe bouncing lines : 


Mun makes his Fate according to bis mind. 
The weak, low /pirit Fortune makes her flave: 
But foes a drudge, when he&or'd by the brave. 
_ Df Fate weave common thread, Pil change the doom, 
Aid with new purple weave a nobler loom, 
And in thefe: | 
Let Fortune empty her whole quiver on me, 
IL have a foul, that, like an ample fhield, 
Can tke in all, and verge enough for more. 
Fate was not mine: Nor amd Fate’s—— 
Souls knows no conquerors —= 
But in the firft quoted lincs, confidering them clofely, 


there is nothing but bluftering abfurdity ; In the other, . 
| | the 
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the poet fays not truth; for Conscience is the Conqueror 
of Souls; At leaft it is the Conqueror of mine: And who 
ever thought it a narrow one? 

But this is occafioned partly by poring over the affecting 
Will, and pofthumous Letter. What an army of texts has 
fhe drawn up in array againft me in the latter !—But yet, 
Jack, do they not fhew me, that, two or three thoufand 
years ago, there were as wicked fellows as myfelf? —~ 
They do—And that’s fome confolation. 

But the generofity of her mind difplay’d in both, 1s 
what ftings me moft. And the more ftill, as it is now 
out of my power any way in the world to be even with her. 

I ought to have written to you fooner. But I loiter’d 
two days at Calais, for an anfwer to a letter I wrote to 
engage my former travelling valet, De la Tour; an in- 
genious, ready fellow, as you have ‘heard me fay. I bave 


» engaged him, and he is now with me. 


I fhall make no ftay here; but intend for fome of the 
Electoral courts. That of Bavaria, I think, will engage 
me longeft. Perhaps I may ftep out of my way (if I can 
be out of my way any-where) to thofe of Drefden and 
Berlin: And it is not impoffible that you may have one 
letter from me at Vienna. And then perhaps I may fall 
down into Italy by the Tirol ; and fo, taking Turin in my 
way, return to Paris; where I hope to fee Mowbray and | 
Tourville : Nor do I defpair of you. 

This a good deal differs from the plan I gave you. But 
you may expect to hear from me as I move ; and whether 
I fhall purfue this route, or the other. 

I have my former lodgings in the Rue St. Antoine * 
Which I fhall hold, notwithftanding my tour: So they 
will be ready to accommodate any two of you, if you 
come hither before my return: And for this I have con- 
ditioned. 

T write to Charlotte ; and that is writing to all my re- 
lations at once. 

Do thou, Jack, inform me duly of every-thing that 
paffes :—Particularly, How thou proceedeft in thy Reforma- — 
tion-fcheme : How Mowbray and Tourville go on in :ny 
abfence: Whether thou haft any chance for a wife [I am’. 
the more folicitous on this head, becaufe thou feemeft to 
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think, that thy Mortification will not be complete, nér 
thy Reformation fecure, till thou art fhackled]:. How the 
Harlowes proceed in their penitentials: If Mifs Howe 
be married, or near being fo: How honeft Doleman goes 
on with his Empiric, now he has difmiffed his Regulars, or 
they him ; and if any likelihood of his perfe& recovery. 
Be fure be very minute: For every trifling occurrence re- 
lating to thofe we value, becomes interefting, when we are 
at a diftance from them. Finally, prepare thou to piece 
thy broken thread, if thou wouldf oblige 

“4 Thy Lovevacs. 


LETTER CVI. 
Mr. Betrorp, To Ropert Loverace, E/q; 


| London, OG. 25. 
Write, to fhew you, that I'am incapable of flighting 
even the minuteft requefts of an abfent and diftant 
Friend. Yet you may believe, that there cannot be any 
great alterations in the little time that you have been out 
of England, with refpeé to the fubjeéts of your inquiry. 
Neverthelefs I will anfwer to each for the reafon above | 
given; and for the reafon you mention, that even trifles 
and chit-chat are agreeable from friend to friend, and of 
friends, and even of thofe to whom we give the importance 
of deeming them our foes. | 
Firft, then, as to my Reformation-{fcheme, as you call 
it, I hope I go on very well. I with you had entered 
upon the like, and could fay fo too. You would then. 
find infinitely more peace of mind, than you are likely 
ever otherwife to be acquainted with. When I look back 
upon the {weep that has been made among us in the two 
or three paft years, and forward upon what may ftill hap- 
en, I hardly think myfelf fecure; tho’ of late I have 
teen guided by other lights than thofe of fenfe and appe- 
tite, which have hurried fo many of our confraternity into 
worldly ruin, if not into eternal perdition. 

_ Tam very earneft in my wifhes to be admitted into the 
Nuptial State. But I think I ought to pafs fome time as a 
p:obationary, till, by fteadinefs in my good refolutions, I 
can convince fome woman, whom I could love and honour, 

| : and 
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‘aud whofe worthy example might confirm my morals, 


that there is one Libertine who had the grace to reform, 
before Age or Difeafe put it out of his power to fin on. 
. The Harlowes continue inconfoleable; and I dare fay 
will to the end of their lives. 
Mifs Howe is not yet married; but I have reafon to 
think will foon. I have the honour of correfponding 
with her ; and the more I know of her, the more I ad- 
mire the noblenefs of her mind. She muft be confcious, 
that fhe is fuperior to half our Sex, and to mott of der own ; 
which may make her give way to a temper naturally 
hafty and impatient: But, if fhe meet with condefcenfion 
in her man (and who would not veil to a fuperiority fo 


- viftble, if it be not exacted with arrogance?) I dare fay 


fhe will make an excellent wife. 

As to Doleman, the poor man goes on trying and 
hoping with his Empiric, I cannot but fay, that as the latter 
is a fenfible and judicious man, and not rafh, opinionative, . 
or over-fanguine, I have great hopes (little as I think of 
Quacks. and. Noftrum-mongers in general) that he will de 
him good, if his cafe will admit of it. My reafons are, 
"Fhat the man pays a regular and coxffant attendance upon. 
him: Watches, with his own eye, every change, and’ 
yew fymptom of his patient’s malady :. Yaries his appli- 
cations as the indications vary: Fetters not himfelf to 
rules ‘laid down by the fathers of the art, who lived many 
hundred years ago ;. when. difeafes, and the caufes of them, 
were different, as the modes of living were different from 
what they are now,. as well as climates and accidents :. 
‘That he is to: have his reward, not in daily fees; but (af- . 
ter the firft fye guineas for medicines) in proportion as 
the patient himfelf fhall find amendment. | 

As to Mowbray and Tourville ; what novelties can be 


expected, in fo fhort a time, from men, who have not 


fenfe enough to ftrike out or purfue new lights, either 
good or bad? Now, efpecially, that thou art gone, who 
wert the foul of all enterprize, and in particular sheir foul. 
Befides, I fee them but feldom, I fuppofe theyll be at 
Paris before you can return from Germany ; for they can- 
not live without you; And you gave them fuch a fpeci- 
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mcn of your recovered volatility, in the laft evening’s con. . 
Veriation, as equally delighted s4em, and concerned me. 

‘T with, with all my heart, that thou wouldft bend thy. 
courie towards the Pyreneans.. I fhoald then (if thou 
writeft to thy coufin Montague an account of what is moft7 
obfervable in thy tour) put in for a copy. of thy letters. 
I wonder thou wilt not; fince then thy f{ubje@s would be. 
as new to thyfelf, as to 

Thy BELFORD... . 


LETTER CVIIL 
Mr. Lovevace, Jo Joun Berrorn, £/9; 


Paris, O&. 16-27, — 
I Follow my laft of the }4th, on occafion of a letter juf 
now come to hand from Jofeph Leman. The fel- 
low is Confcicnce-ridden, Jack; and tells me, ‘ That he 
* cannot reft either day or night for the mifchiefs which he 
‘ fears he has been, and may ftill further be the means _ 
‘ of doing.’ He withes, ‘ if it pleafe God, and if it pleafe. 
© me, that he had never feen my Honour’s face.’ 

And what is' the caufe of his prefent concern, as to his 
own peculiar; what, but‘ the /igh¢s and contempts which he. 
‘ receives from every one of the Harlowes ; from thofe par- 
* ticularly, he fays, whom he has endeavoured to ferve -as 
faithfuily as his enyagements to me would let him ferve 
them? And I always made him believe, he tells me 
(poor weak joul as he was from his cradle!) that ferving 
me was {cerving both, 72 the long-run. But this, and the 
death of his dear young lady, 1: a gricf, he declares, that 
he ihail never c/aw off, were he to live to the age of 
Matthau Salm: Alt: ff, and how/fomever, he is fure,. 
that he fhall not live a month to an end, being ftrangely 
pined, and h.s ftomach nothing like what it was: And 
Mirs. Betty being alfo (now fhe Jas got bis love) very 
crofs and jughtixg: But, thank his God for punifhing 
her! fhe 1s in a poor way 4, rfell. 

* But the chie. occafion of troubling my Honour now, 
is nét his own gviefs only, e/tho they are very great ; 
but to prevent future mifchiefs to me: For he can aflure 
“ me, that Colonel Morden has fet out from them all, 
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© with a full refolution to ave bis will of me: And he is 
* well affared, that he faid, and fwore to it, as bow he 
* was refolved that he would either have my Honour’s 
© heast’s blood, or I fhould have his; or fome fuch-dike 
‘ fad threatenings: And that all the family rejoice in it, 
© and hope I fhall come fort home.’ 

This is the fubftance of Jofeph’s letter; and I have one 
from Mowbray, which has a hint to the fame effe&t. And 
I recolleé&t now, that thou wert very importunate with me 
to go to Madrid, rather than to France and Italy, the laft 
evening we paffed together. | 

What I defire of thee, is; by the firft difpatch, to let’ 
me faithfully know all that thou knoweft on this head. | 

I can’t bear to be threatened, Jack. Nor fhall any man, 
unqueftioned, give himfelf airs in my abfence, if I know 
it, that fhall make me look mean in any-body’s eyes: 
That hall give my friends pain forme: That fhall put 
them upon withing me to change my intentions, or my 
plan, to avoid him. Upon fuch defpicable terms as 
thefe, thinkeft thou that I could bear to live? 

But why, if fuch were his purpofe, did he not let me 
know it, before I left England ? Was he unable to work 
himfelf up to a refolution, till he knew me to be out of 
the kingdom ? 

As foon as I can inform myfelf where to direét to him, 
I will write to know his purpofe; for I cannot bear fuf- 
penfe, in fuch a cafe as this: That folemn act, were it: 
even to be Marriage or Hanging, which muft be done to- 
morrow, I had rather fhould be done to-day. My mind 
tires and fickens with impatience on ruminating upon 
{cenes that can afford neither variety nor-certainty. To 
dwell twenty days in expectation of an event that may be 
decided in a quarter of an hour, is grievous. 

If he come to Paris, altho’ I fhould be on my tour, he 
will very eafily find out my /odgings: For I every day fee 
fome or ether of my countrymen, and divers of them have 
I entertained ere. I go frequently to the Opera, and to the 
Play, and appear at Court, and at all public places. And,* 
on my quitting this city, will leave a direction whither my 
.etters from England, or elfewhere, fhall from time to 


X_.time be forwarded. ‘Were I fure, that his intention is 
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what Jofeph Leman tells me it is, I would flay. here, or: 
fhorten his courfe t» me, let him be where he would. 

I cannot get off my regrets on account of this dear 
Lady for the blaod of me, If the Colonel and I are to 
meet, as he has done me no injury, and loves the memory 
of his coufin, we fhall engage with the fame fentiments, as 
to the object of our difpute: And that, you know, is no 
very common cafe. 

In fhort, I am as much convinced that I have dene 
wrong, as he can be; and regret itas much. But I will 
not bear to be threatened by any man in the world, how- 
eyer con{cious of having deferved blame. 

Adieu, Belford! Be fincere with me. No palliation, 
as thou valueft 
| Thy Lovevace. 


LETTER CIX. 
Mr. BEY FoRD, Jo Ropert Lovetace, Efg; 


| London, O&ober 26. 
Cannot think, my dear Lavelace, that Colonel Mor- 
den has either threatened you in thofe grofs terms. 
mentioned by the vile, hypocritical, and ignorant Jofeph. 
Leman, or intends to follow you. ‘They are the words 
of people of that fellow’s clafs;.and not of a gentleman : 
Not of Colonel Morden, I am fure. You'll obferve, that. 
Jofeph pretends not to fay that he heard him {peak them. 
’ JT have been very. fojicitous to found the Colonel, for 
your fake, and for his own, and for the fake of the in-. 
junctions of the excellent lady to me, as well,as to.him, 
on that fubjeét. He is (and you will not wonder that he. 
fhould be) extremely affected ; and owns, that he has ex- 
prefied himfelf in terms of refentment on the occafion. 
Once he faid to me, That had his beloved coufjn’s cafe 
been that of a common feduction,; and had fhe been drawn. 
in by what Bifhop Burnet calls The Delicacy of Intrigue. 
(her own infirmity or credulity contributing to her fall). 
he could have forgiven you. But, in fo many words, He 
affured me, that he had not taken any refolutions ; nor had. 
he declared himfelf to the family in fuch a way as fhould: 
bind him to refent.: On the contrary, he has owned, that. 
| his. 


Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 399 


his coufin’s injunctions have hitherto had the force upon. 
him which I could wifh they fhould have. 

He went abroad in a week after you. When he took 
his leave of me, he told me, That his defign was to go 
to Florence; and that he would fettle his affairs there ;.. 
and then return to England, and here pafs the remainder 
of his days. 

I was indeed apprehenfive that if you and he were to, 
meet, fomething unhappy might fall out: And asI knew 
that you propofed to take Italy, and very likely Florence, 
in your return to France, I was very folicitoys to prevail 
upon you to take the court of Spain into your plan. I. 
am ftill fo. And if you are not to be prevailed upon to 
do that, let me intreat you to avoid Florence or Leghorn 
in your return, as you have vifited both heretofore. Ar 
leaft, let not the propofal of a meeting come from you. 

It would be matter of ferious reflection to me, if the 
wery fellow, this Fofeph Leman, who gave you fuch an 
opportunity to turn all the artillery of his mafters againft 
themfelves, and to play them upon one another to favour 


- your plotting purpofes, fhould be the inftrument in the 


devil's hand (unwittingly too) to avenge them all upon yoxz ; 
For fhould you even get the better of the Colonel, would 
the mifchief end there ?—It would but add remorfe to your 
prefent remorfe; fince the interview. mu/? end in death; for 
he would not, Iam confident, take his life at your hand. 
The Harlowes would, moreover, profecute you in a legal 
way. You hatethem; and they would be gainers by Ais 


death: Rejoicers in yours—And have you not done mif- 


chief enough already ? , 

Let me therefore (and thro’ me all your-friehds) have 
the fatisfaftion to hear, that you are refolved to avoid this 
gentleman. Time will fubdue all things. No-body doubts 
your bravery. Nor will it be known, that your plan is 
changed thro’ perfuafion. 

' Young Harlowe talks of calling you to account. This 
is a plain-evidence, that Mr. Morden has not taken the 
quarrel upon himfelf for their family. 

I am in no apprehenfion of any-body but Colonel 
‘Morden. I know it will not be a means to prevail upon 
you to oblige me, to fay, that I am well affured, that this 
gentleman is a fkilful {wordfman ; and that he is as eee 
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and fedate as fkilful. But yet I willadd, thatif I hada 
value for my life, he fhould be the laft man, except your- 
felf, with whom I would choofe to have a contention. 

I have, as you required, been very candid and fincere 
with you. I have not aimed at palliation. If you feek 
not Colonel Morden, it is my opinion he will not feek. 
you: For he is a man of principle. But if you feek 
him, I believe he will not fhun you. ; 

Let me re-urge (It is the effect of my love for you!) 
that you know your own guilt in this affair, and fhould 
not be again an aggreffor. It would be pity, that fo brave. 
a man as the Colonel fhould drop, were you and he to. 
meet: And, on the other hand, it would be dreadful, 
that you fhould be fent to your account unprepared for it ; 
and purfuing a frefh violence. Moreover, feeft thou not, 
in the deaths of two of thy principal agents, the hand- 
writing upon the wall againft thee? | ie 

My zeal on this occafion may make me guilty of repe-. 
tition. Indeed I know not how to quit the fubje&. But 
if what I have written, added to your own remorfe and. 
confcioufnefs, cannot prevail, all that I might further urge 
will be ineffectual. 

Adieu therefore ! Mayft thou repent of the paft: And. 
may no new violences add to thy heavy reflections, and 
overwhelm thy future hopes, is the wifh of 

Tby true Friend, 
Joun Be.rorp.- 


LETTER CX. - 
Mr. Lovetace, To Joun Berrorn, E/q; 


Munich, Nov. 11-22. 

’ Received yours this moment, juft as I was fetting out 

| for Vienna. — | 

As to going to Madrid, or one fingle ftep out of the 
way, to avoid Colonel Morden, let me perifh, if I do!— 
You cannot think me fo mean a wretch. 

And fo you own, that he 4as threatened me; but not in 
grofs and ungentlemanly terms, you fay. If he has 
threatened me like a gentleman, I will refent his threats 
like a gentleman. But he has not done as a man of ho- 

nour, 
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nour, if he has threatened me at all behind my back. I 
would fcorn to threaten any man to whom I Anew how. 
to addrefs myfelf either perfonally or by pen and ink. 

As to what you mention of my guilt; of the hand- 
writing on the wall; of a legal prolecation, if he meet: 
his fate from my hand; of his fkill, coolnefs, courage, and 
fuch-like poltroon ftuff ; what can you mean by it? Surely 
you cannot believe, that fuch infinuations as thofe will. 
weaken either my hands or my heart.-No more of this fort. 
of nonfenfe, I befeech you, in any of your future letters. _ 

He had not taken any refolutions, you fay, when you. 
fawhim. He muf and wi// take refolutions, one way or, 
other, very quickly ; for I wrote to him yeiterday, with- 
out waiting for this your anfwer to my laft, Icould not | 
avoid it. I could not (as I told you in that) live in fuf- , 
penfe. I have directed my letter to Florence. Nor could 
I fuffer my friends to live in fufpenfe as to my fafety or 

otherwife. But I have couched it in fuch moderate térms, 
that he has fairly-his option.- He willbe the challenger, 
if he take it in the fenfe in which he may fo handfomely 
avoid taking it. And if he docs, it will demonftrate that ma- 
lice and revenge were the predominant paffions with him ; 

and that he was determined but to fettle his affairs, and . 
then take bis rcfolutions, as you phrafe it.—Yet, if we are 
to meet (for I know what. y option would be, in Ais 
cafe, on fuch a /etter, complaifant as it is) I wifh be had 
a worfe, I a better caufe. It would be {wect revenge to 
him, were I to fall by his hand. But what fhould I be 
the better for killing him ? 

I will inclofe the copy of the letter I fent him, 

| [0 oe : 

On reperufing yours in a cooler moment, I cannot but | 
thank you for your friendly love, and good intentions. 
My value for you, from the firft hour of our acquaintance - 
till now, I have never found mifplaced ; regarding at leaft 
your intention: ‘Thou muft, however, own a good deal of 
blunder of the over-do and under-do kind, with refpect to 
the part thou actedit between me and the beloved of my ‘ 
heart. But thou art really an honeft fellow, and a fincere - 
and warm friend. .I could almof wifh I. had not written to ' 
Florence till I had received thy letter now before me. But 

1g 
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it is gone, Let.itgo. If he wifh peace, and to avoid 
violence, he will have a fair opportunity to embrace the 
one, and fhun the other.—If not—he mutt take his fate. 

' But be this as it may, you may contrive to let young 


- Harlowe know (He is a menacer toa!) that I thal] be in 


England in March next, at fartheft. : 

' This of Bavaria is a gallant and polite court. Never- 
thelefs, being uncertain whether my letter may meet with 
the Colonel at Florence, I fhall quit it, and fet out, as I 
intended, for Vienna; taking care to have any letter or 
meffage from him conveyed to me there: Which will foon 
bring me back hither, or to any other place to which I hall 
be invited. | 

- As I write to Charlotte, I have nothing more to add, 
after compliments to all friends, than that I am 

; Whally Yours. 
LovELaceg. 


Jo Witttam Morven, E/fq; 

{Inclofed in the above.] 
“Srr, | Munich, Nov. 10-21. 
I Have heard, with a great deal of furprize, that you 

have thought fit to throw out fome menacing expref{- 

fions againft me. | 

I thould have been very glad, that you had thought F 
had punifhment enough in my own mind, for the wrongs 
J have done to the moft excellent of women ; and that it 
had been poffible for two perfons fo ardently joining in one 
love (efpecially as I was defirous, to the utmoft of my 
power, to repair thofe wrongs) to have lived, if not on 
amicable terms, in fuch a way, as not to put either to the 
pain of hearing of threatenings thrown out in abfence, 
which either ought to be defpifed for, if he had not fpisit 


to take notice of them. 


Now, Sir, if what I have heard be owing only to 
warmth of temper, or to fudden paffion, while the lofs 
of all other loffes the moft deplorable to me was recent, I 
not only excufe, but commend you for it. But if you are 
raally determined to meet me on any other account (which, I 
own to you, is not however what I with) it would be very 
blameable, and very unworthy of the character I defire to 

: maintain 


” 
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Maintain as well with you as with every other gentle- 
man, to give you a difficulty in doing it. : 
Being uncertain when this letter may meet you, I fhall 
fet out to-morrow for Vienna; where any letter direfted 
to the poft-houfe in that city, or to Baron Windifgratz’s 
(at the Favorita) to whom I have commendations, will 


‘come to hand. 


- Mean time, believing you to be a man too generous to 
shake a wrong conftrution of what I am going to declare, 
and knowing the value which the deareft of all creatures 
had for you, and your relationfhip to her; I will not 
fcruple to affure you, that the moft acceptable return will 
be, that Colonel Morden choofes to be upon an amicable, 
rather than upon any other footing, with 
| His fincere Admirer, and bumble Servant, 

R. Loveracr. 


LETTER CXkh 
_ Mfr, Loverace, To Joun Betrorp, E/g 


. ¥ Now. 28. 
Lints, ; Dec. 


e 


| Am now on my way to Trent, in order to meet Colo- 

nel Morden, in purfuance of his anfwer to my letter in- 
clofed in my laft. I had been at Prefburgh, and had intended 
to vifit fome other cities of Hungary: But having obliged 
myfelf to return firft to Vienna, I there met with his letter: 
Which follows. 

Nov. 2%. 

Sir, 7 Munich, ; Dec. 2. 

OUR letter was at Florence four days before I ar- 

rived there. | 
That I might not appear unworthy of your favour, I 
fet out for this city the very next morning. I knew not 
‘but that the politenefs of this court might have engaged, 
beyond his intention, a gentleman who has only his plea- 
dures to purfue. : 7 
But being difappointed in my hope of finding you here, 
it becomes me to acquaint you, that I have fuch a defire 
to ftand well in the opinion of a man of your. fpirit, that: 
1 cannot hefitate a moment upon the option, which se 
3 ure 
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fure‘Mr. Lovelace in my fituation (thus called apon) 
would make. , 

_ I own, Sir, that I have, on all occafions, fpoken of 
your treatment of my ever-dear coufin as it deferved. Ie 
would have been very furprifing if I had not. And it be- 
hoves me (now you have given me {fo noole an oppostu- 
nity of explaining mytelt ) to convince you, that no words 
fell from my lips, of }ou, merely becaufe you were abfent. 
I acquaint you, therefore, that I will attend your appointe. 
ment; and would, were it to the tartneft part of the globe. 

I fhall ftay fome days at this court; and if you pleafe 

to direct for me at M. Klienfurt’s in this city, whether I 
yemain here or net, your commands will come fafely and 
ere ‘to the hands of, Sir, 

Your moft humble Servant, 
Wa. Morozn. 


So you fee, Belford, that the Colonel, by his ready, his 
even eagerly expreffed acceptance of the offered interview,, 
was determined. And is it not much better to bring fuch 
a point as this to an iffue, than to give pain to friends for 
my fafety, or ‘cOntinue ina fufpenfe myfelf; as I muft do, 
if I imagined that another had aught againft me? 

This was my reply : 

» 26. 

six Vian, {Dre #8 
[ Have this moment the favour of yours. I will fufpend 

a tour I was going to take into Hungary, and inftantly 
fet out for Munich: And, if I find you not there, will 
proceed to Trent. ‘This city being on the confines of © 
Italy, will be moft convenient, as I prefume, to you, in 
your al to Tufcany; and I fhall hope to meet you in 
it on the ,4 of December. 

T fhall bring with me only a French valet and an Enghith 
footman. Other particulars may be adjufted when I have 
the honour to fee you. Till when, I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Scrvant, 
- R, Loverace. 


"Now, Jack, I have no manner of apprehenfion of the 
event of this meeting. And I think I may fay, He feeks 
me;.notI him. And fo let him take the confequence. 

WwW 
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What is infinitely nearer to my heart, is, my ingrati- 
tude to the moft excellent of women — My premeditated 
ingratitude !—Yet all the while enabled to diftinguifh and 
to adore her excellencies, in {pite of the mean opinion of 


- the Sex which I had imbibed from early manhood, 


_ But this Lady has afferted the worthinefs of her Sex, and: 
moft glorioufly has fhe exalted it with me now. Yet, 
furely, as I have faid and written an hundred times, there 
cannot be fuch another woman. 

. Bat while my lofs in her is the greateft of any man’s, 
and while fhe was nearer to me, than to any other perfon 
in the world, and once fhe herfelf wifhed to be fo, 
what an infolence in any man breathing to pretend to 
avenge her on me /—-Happy! happy! thrice happy! had 
I known how to value, as I ought to have valued, the 
glory of fuch a preference ! 

I will aggravate to myfelf this aggravation of the Co- 
lonel’s pretending to call me to account for my treatment 
of alady fo much my ow, left, in the approaching interview, 
my- heart fhould relent for one fo nearly related to her, and 
who means honour and juftice to her memory; and I fhould 
thereby give him advantages which otherwife he cannot 
have. For I know that I fhall be inclined to truft to my 
fkill, to fave a man who was fo much and fo juftly valued 
by her; and fhall be loth to give way to my refentment, 
asathreatened man. And in this refpect only am I forry 
for- his fkill, and his courage, left I fhould be obliged, in 
my own defence, to add a chalk to a {core that is already 
too long. 


aS 

INDEED, indeed, Belford, I am, and fhall be, to my 
lateft hour, the moft miferable of beings. Such exalted 
generofity |-Why didft thou put into my craving hands the 
copy of her Will? Why fenteft thou to me the pofthumous 
Letter ?—What tho’ I was earneft to fee the Will? Thou 
kneweft what they doth were (I did not); and that it 

would be cruel to oblige me. : 
The meeting of twenty Colonel Mordens, were there 
twenty to meet in turn, would be nothing to me; wauld 
not give me a.moment’s con¢ern, as to: my own wa? 
. | ut 
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But my reflections upon my vile ingratitude to fo fuperior 
an excellence willever be my curfe. | : 

Had fhe been a Mifs Howe to me, and treated me as if 
J were an Hickman, I had had a call for revenge; and po- 
licy (when I had intended to be an hufband) might have 
juftified my attempts to humble her. But a meek and 
gentle temper was hers, tho’ a true heroine, whenever ho- 
nour or virtue called for an exertion of fpirit. | 

Nothing but my curfed devices ftood in the way of my 
happinefs. Remembreft thou not, how repeatedly, from 
the fir/?, I poured cold water upon her rifing flame, by 
meanly and ingratefully turning upon her the ‘zjunGions, 
which virgin delicacy, and filial duty, induced her to lay 
me under, before I got her into my power (a) ? 


Did fhe not tell me, and did I not know it, if fhe had 


not told me, that fhe could not be guilty of affefation or 
tyranny to the man whom foe intended to marry (b)? I knew, 
as fhe once upbraided me, that from the time I had got her 
from her father’s houfe, I bad a@ plain path before me (c). 


True did fhe fay, and I triumphed in the difcovery, that 


from that time J had beld her foul in fufpenfe an hundred 
times (d). My Ipecacuanha trial alone was enough to 
convince an infidel, that fhe had a mind in which love 
and tendernefs would have prefided, had I permitted the 
charming buds to put forth and blow (e). 

She would have had no referves, as once fhe told me, 
had Inct given ber caufe of doubt (f). And did fhe not 
own to thee, that once fhe could have loved me; and, could 
foe have made me good, would have made me happy (g)? Q 
Belford! here was Love; a Love of the nobleft kind ! — 
A Love, as fhe hints in her pofthumous Letter (4), that 

extended 

(a) See Pol. iti. p.96. See alfo Letters xvi. xliti, xliv. of rhe fame 
Viulume, and many other places. 

(4) See Vol. v. p. 124.--- Tt may be obferved further, that oll Clariffa’s 
eccafional leétures to Mifs Howe, on that young lady's treatment ef Mre 
Hickman, prove, that fhe was berfeif above affeBation and tyranny.--Set, 
more particularly, the advice fhe gives to that friend of ber heart, Let 
ter xvii, p.64. of this Volume. --- * O my ie bat in this Letter, 
“ shat it bad been my lot (as Iwas not permitted to live fingle) to bave 
© met with a man by whom I could have aed gencriufly and unres 
6 fervedly ! &e. &c.” 

(c) Mol. v. p. 68, 117. (4) Vol. v. pr 126. (ec) Vol. iv. Letters 


xxxvi. xxxvii. (f) Vol. v. p. 152, \ See P. 186. of this Volumes 
(6) See p. 317. of this View ; @) e of this Valu 
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extended to the Soul; and which fhe not only avowed in 
her ‘dying hours, but contrived to let me know it after 
death, in that Letter filled with warnings and exhorta- 
tions, which had for their fole end my eterndl welfare! . 

The curfed women, indeed, endeavoured to excite my 
vengeance, and. my pride, by preaching to me eternally 
her doubts, her want of love, and her contempt of me. 
And my pride was, at times, too much excited by their 
vile infinuations. But had it even been as they faid ; well 
might fhe, who had been ufed to be courted and admired 
by every defiring eye, and worfhiped by every refpectful 
heart —Well might /uch a woman be allowed to draw back, 
when fhe found herfelf kept in fufpenfe, as to the great 
qgucftion of all, by a defigning and intriguing fpirit; pre- 
tending awe and diftance,. as.reafons for reining-in a fer- 
vor, which, if real, cannot be reined-in.—Divine crea- 


ture! Her very doubts, her referves (fo juftly doubting) 


would have been my aflurance, and my glory ! — And 
what other trial needed her virtae? What other needed a 
purity fo angelic (bleffed with fuch a command of her 
paffions in the bloom of youth) had I not been a villain— 
and a wanton, a conceited, a proud fool, as well as a 
villain ? | | 
Thefe reflections fharpened, rather than their edge by 
time rebated, accompany me in whatever I do, and where- 
ever Igo; and mingle with all my diverfions and amufe- 
ments. And yet I go into gay and fp!endid company. [I 
have made new acquaintance in the different courts] have 
vifited. I am both efteemned, and fought after, by perfons 
of rank and merit. I vifit the colleges, the churches, the 
palaces. I frequent the theatre: Am prefent at every 
pas exhibition ; and fee all that is worth feeing, that I 
ad not feen before, in the cabinets of the-curious: Am 
fometimes admitted to the toilette of an eminent toaft, and 
make one with diftinétion at the aflemblées of others —~ 
Yet can think of nothing, nor of any-body, with delight, 
but of my Crarissa. Nor have I teen one woman with 
advantage to herfelf, but as fhe refembles in ftature, air, 
complexion, voice, or in fome feature, that charmer, that 
only charmer, of my foul. = 
What greater punifhment, than to have thefe aftonifhing 
I perfections, © 
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perfettions, which the was miftrefs of, ftrike my remem- 
brance with fuch force, when I have nothing left me but 
_ the remorfe of having deprived myfelf and the world of 
{uch a bleffing ? Now-and-then, indeed, am I capable of 
a gleam of comfort, arifing (not ungeneroufly) from the 
moral certainty which I have of her everlafting happinefs, 
in fpite of all the machinations and devices which I fet on 
foot to infnare her virtue, and to bring down fo pure a 
mind to my own level. | 


For can I be, at work (Avert that worft, 

O Thou SuPREME, who only canft avert it! ) 
So much a wretch, fo very far abandon’, 

But that I muff, ev'n in the horrid ft gloom, 
Reap intervenient joy, at leaft fome refpite | 
From pain and anguifb, in her blifs— For why ? 
This very foul muft fuffer—Not another. 

It can’t be mine, if it could envy ber, 

Or at her happine/s repine —— 


- Yr I find myfelf thus miferable abroad, I will foon re- 
turn to England, and follow your example, I think— 
turn hermit, or fome plaguy thing or other, and fee what 
a conftant courfe of penitence and mortification will do for 
me. There is no living at this rate—D-n me if there be! 
If any mifhap fhould befal me, you'll have the particu- 
lars of it from De la'Tour. He indeed knows not a word 
of Englifh: But every modern tongue is yours. He isa 
trufty and ingenious fellow: And, if any thing happen, 
will have fome other papers, which I fhall have ready 
fealed up, for you to tran{mit to Lord M. And fince theu 
art fo expert, and fo ready at Executorthips, pr’ythee, Bel- 
ford, accept of the office for Me, as well as for my Cla- 
riffa—C.rarissa Lovevace let me call her. 
’ By all that’s good, Iam bewitched to her memory. Her 
very name, with mine joined to it, ravifhes my foul, and 
is more delightful to me than the fweeteft mufic. | 
Had I carried her (I muft ftill recriminate) to any other 
place, than to that accurfed woman’s—For the potion was 
her invention and mixture ; and all the perfifted-in violence 
“Was at her inftigation, and at that of her wretched daugh- 
) 3 ters, 
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ters, who have now amply revenged upon me their own 
ruin, which they lay at my door. 

But this looks fo like the confeflion of a thief at the gal- 
lows, that poffibly thou wilt be apt to think, I am in- 
timidated in profpect of the approaching interview. But. 
far otherwife. Onthecontrary, moft chearfully do I go 
to meet the Colonel ; and I would tear my heart out of 
my breaft with my own hands, were it capable of fear 
or concern on that account. - 

Thus much only I know, that if I fhould killhim (which — 
I will not do, if I can help it) I fhall be far from being . 
eafy in my mind: That fhallI never be more. Butas the 
meeting is evidently of his own feeking, againft an option 
fairly given to the contrary, and I cannot avoid it, I'll 
think of that hereafter. It is but repenting and mortify- 
ing for allat once: For I am as fure of victory, as I am 
that I now live, let him be as fkilfal a fwordfman as he 
will: Since, befides that Iam no unflefhed novice, this is a 
fport, that, when provoked to it, I love as well as my food. 
And, moreover, I fhall be as calm and undiffurbed as the 
Bifhop at his prayers: While he, as is evident by his let- 
ter, muft be actuated by revenge and paffion. 

Doubt not, therefore, Jack, that I thall give a good 
account of this affair, Mean time, I remain 


Yours moft affeBionately, &c. 
— Loverace? 


LETTER -CXII. 
Mr. LovEXY ACE, Jo Joun Bertrorp, Ef; 
2 ¢ 8 Trent, Dec. 3-14. 
O-morrow is to be the Day, that will, in all proba= 
bility, fend either one or two ghofts to attend the 
Manes of my CLarissa. . . , 

I arrived here yefterday ; and inquiring for an Englifh | 
gentleman of the name of-Morden, foon found out the 
€olonel’s lodgings. He had been in town two days; and- 
Jeft his name at every probable place. | 


He was gone to ride out; and I left my name, and 
‘Vou. VU. on ae where 
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where to be found: And in the evening he made me 2 
vifit. : 

He was plaguy gloomy. That was not]. But yet he 
told me, that I-had afted like a man of true fpirit in my. 
firft letter ; and with honour, in giving him fo readily this 
meeting. He wifhed I had in other refpedts; and then we 
might have feen each other upon better terms than now 
wedid. 

-I faid, there was no recalling what was paf{s’d ; and that. 
I wifhed fome. things had not been done, as well as he. 

To recriminate now, he faid, would be as exafperating 
as unavailable. And as I had fo chearfully given him 
this opportunity, words fhould give place to bufinefs.— 
Your choice, Mr. Lovelace, of Time, of Place, of Weapon, 
fhall be my choice. - 

’ The two latter be yours, Mr. Morden. The Time to- 
morrow, .or next day, as you pleafe.. ; 

Next day, then, Mr. Lovelace; and we'll ride out to- 
morrow, to fix the place. | 

Agreed, Sir, 

Well; now, Mr. Lovelace, do you choofe the, Weapon. 

| F faid, I believed we ntight be upon an equal foot with 
the Single Rapier; but, if he thought otherwife, I had. no 
objefion to a Piftol. | 

I will only fay, replied he, that the chances may be 
. more equal. by the Sword, becaufe we can neither of us be 
to.feek in that: And you'd fland, fays he, a worfe chance, 
as I apprehend, with a Piftol; and yet I have brought 
two ; that you may take your choice of either ; For, add- 
edhe, I never miffed a mark at. piftol-diffance, fince I 
knew howto hold one. : . 

I told him, that. he fpoke like himfelf: ‘Bhat I was ex- 
pert enough that way, to embrace it, if he ehafe it; tho’ 
not fo fure. of. my, mark as he pretended tabe. Yet the de- 
vil’s in’t, Colonel, if I, who have flit a bullet in.two upon 
a knife’s-edge, hit.not-my man. So I have no. ebjettion 
to a Piftol, if it be yous choice. No-man, Pll venture to 
fay, has a fteadier Hand or Eye than [ have. 

‘They may both be of ufe to you, Sir, at the Sword, as. 
well as at the Piftol: The Sword therefore be the thing, 
if you ‘pleafe, ; : 

Ms 4 With 
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With all my heart. | | 

We parted with a folemn fort of ceremonious civility : 
And this day I called upon Him; and we rode out toge- 
ther to fix upon the place: And both being of one amind, 
and hating to put off for the merrow what could be done 
to-day, would have detided it then: But De la Tour, and 
the Colonel’s valet, who attended us, being unavoidably 


_det into the fecret, joined to beg we would have with us 2 
Surgeon from Brixen, whom La Tour had fallen in with 


there, and who had told him he was to ride next morn- 
ing to bleed a perfon in a fever, at a lone cottage, which, 
by the Surgeon’s defcription, was not far from: the place 
where we then were, if it were not that very cottage 
within fightofus. | 

They undertook fo to manage it, that the Surgeon fhould 
know nothing of the matter till his affiftence was called 
in. And La Tour being, as I affured’ the Colonel, a 
ready-contriving fellow (whom I ordered to obey him as 
myfelf were the chance to be in 4s favour) we both 
agreed to defer the decifion tll to-morrow, and to leave 
the whole about the Surgeon to the management of our two 
valets ; injoining them abfolute fecrecy : And fo rode back 
again by different ways. - 

We fixed upon a little lone valley for the Spot—Ten 
to-morrow morning the Time——And Single Kapier the 
Word. Yet I repeatedly told him, that I value myfelf fe 
much upon my {kill in that weapon, that I would with him 
to choofe any other. ~ 

He faid, It was a gentleman’s weapon; and he who un- 
derftood it not, wanted a qualification that he ought to fuf- 
fer for not having: But that, as to him, one weapon was as 
good as another throughout all the inftruments of offence. 

So, Jack, you fee I take no advantage of him: But my 
devil muft deceive me, if he take nor.his life, or his 
death, at my hands, before eleven to-morrow morning. 

His valet and mime are to be prefent; but both ftrictly 
injoined to be impartial and inactive: And, in return for 
my civility of the like nature, he commanded 47s to he. 
affifting to me, if he fell. 

We are to ride thither, and to difmount when at the 
place; and his footman and mine are to wait at an ap- 

T 2 pointed 


pointed diftance, with a chaife to carry off to the borders 
of the Venetian territories the furvivor, if one drop; or 
to affift either or both, as occafion may demand. 
And thus, Belford, is the matter fettled. . 
A fhower of rain has left me nothing elfe todo: And 
therefore I write, this letter ; tho’ I might as well have de- | 
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ferred it till to-morrow twelve o’clock, when I doubt not fs 
to be able to write again, to affure you how much I am | 
Yours, &c. | 
Lovexacs. 


LETTER CXIL ; | 
Tranflation of a Letter from F.J. Dela Tour, 
Jo Joun BELFoRD, E/q; near Soho-Square, London. 


Sir, Trent, December 18. N.8. 

I Have melancholy news to inform you of, by order of 

the Chevalier Lovelace. He fhewed me his letter to 
you before he fealed it; fignifying, that he was to meet 
the Chevalier Morden on the 15th. Wherefore, as the 
occafion of the meeting is fo well known to you, I fhall. 
{fay nothing of it here. 

I had taken care to have ready, within a little diftance, a 
Surgeon and his affiftant, to whom, under an oath of fecre- 
cy, I had revealed the matter (tho’ I did not own it to the 
two gentlemen) ; fo that they were prepared with band- 
ages, and all things proper. For well was I acquainted 
with the bravery and {kill of my Chevalier; and had heard 
the character of the other; and knew the animofity of 
both. A poft-chaife was ready, with each of their foot- 
men, at a little diftance. 

' The two Chevaliers came exactly at their time: They 
were attended by Monfieur Margate (the colonel’s gentle- 
man) and myfelf. They had given orders over-night, and 
now repeated them in each other’s prefence, that we fhould 
obferve a ftrict impartiality between them: And that, if 
one fell, each of us fhould look upon himfelf, as to any 

, needful help, or retreat, as the fervant of the furvivor, 
r and take his commands accordingly. 
After a few compliments, both the gentlemen, with the 
3 greateft . 
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greateft prefence of mind that I ever beheld in men, fixipt 
to their fhirts, and drew. 

They parried with equal judgment feveral paffes. My 
Chevalier drew the firft blood, making a defperate puth, 
which, by a fudden turn of his antagonift, miffed going 
clear thro’ him, and wounded him on the flefhy part of 
the ribs of his right fide; which part the {word tore out, 
being on the extremity of the body: But, before he could 
recover himfelf, his adverfary, in return, pufhed him into 
the infide of the left arm, near the fhoulder : And the fword, 
by raking his breaft as it paffed, being followed by a great 
effufion of blood, the Colonel faid, Sir, I believe you have 
enough. | . 
My Chevalier {wore by G—d, he was not hurt: "Twas 
a pin’s point: And.fo made another pafs at his antago- 
nift ; which he, with a furprifing dexterity, received un- 
der his arm, and run my dear Chevalier into the body: 
Who immediately fell ; faving, The luck is your’s, Sir— 
O my beloved Clariffa!—.Now art-thou — Inwardly he 
fpoke three or four words more. His {word dropt from 
his hand. Mr. Morden threw his down, and ran to him, 
faying in French—Ah Monfieur, you are a dead man!— 
Call to God for mercy | | 

We gave the fignal agreed upon to the footmen; and 
they to the Surgeons ; who inftantly came up. 

Colonel Morden, I found, was too well ufed to the 
bloody work ; for he was as cool as if nothing fo extra- 
ordinary had happened, afiifting the Surgcons, tno his own 
wound bled much. But my dear Chevatier fainted away 
two or three tunes running, and vomited blood befides. | 

However, they ftopped the bleeding for the prefent ; 
and we helped him into the voiture; and then the Colo- 
nel fuffered his own wound to be dreffed; and appeared 
concerned that my Chevalier was between whiles (when 
he could fpeak, and ftruggle) extremely outrageous— 
Poor gentleman! he had made quite fure of vi@tory! - 

The Colonel, againft the Surgeons advice, would mount 
on horfeback to pafs into the Venetian territories ; and 
generoufly gave mea purfe of gold to pay the Surgeons ; 
defiring me to make a prefent tothe footman; and to ac- 
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cept of the remainder, as a mark of his fatisfaction in my 
conduét ; and in my care and tendernefs of my matter. 

The Surgeons told him, that my Chevalier could not 
live over the day. 

When the Colonel took leave of him, Mr. Lovelace 

faid in French, You have well revenged the dear crea- 
ture. 
I have, Sir, faid Mr. Morden, in the fame language: 
And perhaps fhall be forry that you called upon me to 
this work, while I was balancing whether to obey, or dif- 
obey, the dear angel. 

There is a fate in it! replied my Chevalier — A curfed 
fate!—. Or this could not have been! — But be ye all wit- 
neffes, that I have provoked my deftiny, and acknowlege, 
that I fall by a Man of Honour. . 

Sir, faid the Colonel, with the piety of a confeffor, 
(wringing Mr. Lovelace’s hand) fnatch thefe few fleet. 
ing moments, and commend yourfelf to God. | 

And fo he rode off. : 

The voiture proceeded flowly with my Chevalier; yet 
the motion fet both his wounds bleeding afrefh; and it 
was with difficulty they again flopped the blood. ~ 
' We brought him alive to the firft cottage; and he gave 
orders to me to difpatch to you the pacquet I herewith 
fend feated up; and bid me write to you the particulars of 
this moft unhappy affair, and to give you thanks, in his 
name, for all your favours and friendfhip to him. 

Contrary to all expectation, he lived over the night ; 
But fuffered much, as well from his.1mpatience and difap- 
pointment, as from his wounds; for he feemed very un- 
willing to die. . 

He was delirious, at times, in the two laft hours ; and 
then feveral times cried out, Take her away! Take her 
away! but named no-body. And fometimes praifed fome 
Lady (that Clariffa, I fuppofe, whom he had called upon 
when he received his death’s wound) calling her, Sweet 
Excellence! Divine Creature! Fair Sufferer!—And once 
he faid, Look down, bleffed Spirit, look down l—aAnd 
there ftopt ;—hi» lips however moving. 

At nine in the morning, he was feized with convulfions, 
and fainted away; and it was a quarter ofan hour before 
he came out of them. L 
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His few laft words I muft not omit, as they fhew an 
ultimate compofure; which may adminifter fome confo- 
lation to his honourable friends. ; 

Blefed—f{aid he, addreffing himfelf no doubt to Heaven 3 
for his dying eyes were lifted up — A ftrong convulfion 
prevented him for a few moments faying more— But re- 
covering, he again with great fervor (lifting up his eyes, 
and his {pread hands) pronounced the word B/-/ed;—Then, 
in a feeming ejaculation, he {poke inwardly {fo as not-to 
be underftood : At laft, he diftinélly pronounced thefe. 
three words, 


LET THIS EXPIATE! 


And then, his head finking on his pillow, he expired; at 
about half an hour after ten. - 

He little thought, poor gentleman! his End fo near =: 
So had given no direftion about his body. I have caufed. 
it to be embowel:ed, and depofited in a vault, till I have: 
orders from England. 

This is a favour that was procured with difficulty; and 
would have been refufed, had he not been an Englifhman 
of rank: A nation with reafon refpected in every Austrian. 
government—For he had refufed ghoftly attendance, and 
the Sacraments in the Catholic way.. May his Soul be 
happy, I pray God | 

I have had fome trouble alfo on account of the man- 


ner of his death, from the Magiftracy here: Who have 


taken the requifite informations in the affair. And it has 
coft me fome money. Of which, and of my dear Cheva- 
lier’s effects, I will give you a faithful account in my 
next. And fo, waiting at this place your commands, 
Lam, Sir, 


Your moft faithful and obedtént Servant, 


F. J. Ds va Tour. 
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CONCLUSION. 


_ Suppofed to be written by Mr. BELFORD. | 


HAT remains to be mentioned -for the fatif- 

VW faction of fuch of the readers as may be pre- 

fumed to have interefted themfelves in the for- 

tunes of thofe other principals in the ftory, who furvived 

Mir. Lovelace, will be found fummarily related as fol- 
lows : 

‘The news of Mr. Lovexace’s unhappy End was re- 
ceived with,as much grief by his own relations, as it was« 
with exultation by the Harlowe-family, and by Mifs Howe. 
His own family were mof to be pitied, becaufe, being fin- 
cere admirers of the inimitable Lady, they were great- 
ly ‘grieved for the injaftice done her; and now had the 
additional mortification of cune the only male of it, by 
a violent death. 

‘That his fate was deferved, was ftill a heightening of 
their calamity, as they had, for that very reafon, and his un- 
preparednefs for it, but too much grounds for apprehen- 
fion with regard to his future happinefs. While the other 
family, from their unforgiving {pirit, and even the noble 
young Lady above-mentioned, trom her lively refentments, 
found his death fome little, fome temporary, alleviation 
of the. heavy Jofs they had fuitained, Principally thro’ 
his means. 

Temporary alleviation, we repeat, as to the dow fa- 
mily; for THEY were far from being happy or eafy in 
their reflections upon their own condu@. 

Mrs Haruowe lived about two years and an half after 
the much-lamented death of her excellent daughter. 

_ Mr. Harrowe furvived his Lady about half a year. 
. Boru, 
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Born, in their laft hours, comforted themfelves, that 
they fhould be reftored to their BLEssED daughter, as they 
always (from the time that they were acquainted with her 
happy exit) called her. | 

_ They both lived, however, to fee their fon ames, and 
their daughter 4rabella, married: But not to take joy in 
either of their nuptials. | 

Mr. James Harztowg married a woman of family, 
an orphan, and is obliged, at a very great expence, to 
fupport her claim to eftates, which were his principal in- 
ducement to make his addreffes to her ; but which, to this 
day, he has not recovered ; nor is likely to recover ; hav- 
ing very powerful adverfaries to contend with,and a Title 


to affett, which admits of litigation; and he not bleffed — 


with fo much patience as is neceffary to perfons embar- 
raffed in Law. 7 - 

What is further obfervable with regard to him, is, that 
the match was intirely of his own head, againft the ad- 
vice of his father, mother, and uncles, who warned him 
of marrying in this lady a Law-fuit for life. His ungea 
nerous behaviour to his wife, for what fhe cannot help, 


and for what is as much her misfortune as his, bas occa-- 


fioned fuch eftrangements between them (fhe being a wo- 


man of {pirit) as, were the Law-{uits determined, and even’ 


more favourably than probably they will be, muft make 
him unhappy to the End of his Life. He attributes all his 
misfortunes, when he opens himfelf to the /reu friends he 
has, to his vile and cruel treatment of his angelic fitter. He 


_ confefles thefe misfortunes to be juft, without having 


temper to acquiefce in the acknowleged juftice. One 
month in every year he puts on mourning, and that month 
commences with him on the 7th of September, during 
which he fhuts himfelf up from all company, Finally, he’ 
is looked upon, and often calls himfelf, Tue mosr 
MISERABLE OF BEINGS. : 

' ARaBEtva’s Fortune became a temptation to a man of 
Quality to make his addreffes to her: His Title an in- 
ducement with her to approve of him. Brothers and Sifters, 
when they are not Friends, are generally the fharpeft Ene- 
mies to each other. He thought too much was done for 
her in the fettlements. She thought not enough. And 
a as : T 5 for 
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for fome years paft, they have fo heartily hated each 

other, that if either know a joy, it is in being told of fome. 
new misfortune or difpleafure that happens to the other. 

Indeed, before they came to an open rupture, they were 
continually loading each other, by way of exonerating 
themfelves (to the additional difquiet of the whole family) 
with the principa/ guilt of their implacable behaviour and. 
fordid cruelty ta their admirable Sifter.—May the reports 
that are fpread of this Lady’s further unhappinefs from 
her Lord’s free life; a fault the ju//y thought fo adious in. 
Mr. Lovelace (though that would not have been an in-. 
fuperable objection with her to his addreffes) ; and of his 

public flights and contempt of her, and even fometimes of 
his perfonal abufes,, which are {aid to be owing to. her im- 

patient fpirit, and violent paflions; be utterly groundlefs, 

—For, what a heart muft that be, which would with the 
might be as great a torment to herfelf, as fhe had aimed to 
be to her Sifter? Efpecially as fhe regrets to this hour, 
and declares, that fhe fhall to the laft of her life, her cruel, 
treatment of that-Sifter.; and (as well as her Brother) is but 
too ready to. attribute to at her own unhappinefs. 

Mr. Anrony and Mr. Jouw Harrowsg are ftill [at 
the writing of this] living : But often declare, That, with 
their beloved niece, they loft all the joy of their lives: 
And lament, without referve, in all companies, the unna- 
tural part they were induced to take againft her. 

Mr. Soumes is alfo fill living, if a man of his caft may 
be faid to live ; for his general behaviour and fordid man- 
ners are fuch as juftify the averfion the excellent Lady 
had to him. He has moreover found his addreffes rejected 
by feveral women of far inferior fortunes (great as his own, 
are) to thofe of the Lady to whom he was encouraged te, 
afpire. 

Mr. Mowsray and Mr. Tourvitie having loft the 
man in whofe converfation they fo much delighted ; 
Shock’d and awakened-by the feveral unhappy cataftro- 
phes before their eyes; and having always rather dudile 
than a:4ating hearts ; took their friend Belford’s advice : 
Converted the remainder of their fortunes into. Annuities 
for Life; and retired, the one into Yorkshire, the other 
into Nottinghambhire, of which counties they are natives : 

. L. ba 
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Their friend Belford managing their concerns for them, 
and correfponding with them, and having more and more’ 
hopes every time he fees them (which is once or twice a 
year, when they come to town) that they will become 
more and more worthy of their names and families. 

It cannot be amifs to mention what became of the two. 
fifters in iniquity, Sa//y Martin, and Polly Horton; names 
fo frequently occurring in the foregoing collection. 

After the death of the profligate Sinclair, they kept on 
the infamous trade with too-much fuécefs; till an acci- 
dent happened in the houfe — A gentleman of family killed’ 
in it in a fray, contending with another for a new- 
vamp’d face. Sally was accufed of holding the gentle- 
man’s arm, while his more favoured adverfary run him 
through the heart, and then made off. And fhe being 
try’d for her life, narrowly efcaped. 

This accident obliged them to break up houfe.keep- 
ing, and not having been frugal enough of their ill-gotten: 
gains (lavifhing upon one, what they got by another) 
they were compelled, for fubfiftence-fake, to enter them- 
felves as under-managers at fuch another houfe as their 
own had been. In which fervice, foon after, Sally died 
of a fever and furfeit got by a debauch: And the other, 
about a month after, by a violent cold, occafioned thro’ 
careleffnefs in a Salivation. ‘Two creatures who wanted 
not fenfe,and had had (what is deemed to be) a good Mo- 


_dern Education ; their parents having lived reputably ; and 


once having much better hopes of them : But who were in 
a great meafure anfwerable for their mifcarriages, by in- 
dulging them in the fafhionable follies and luxury of an 
age given up to thofe amufements and pleafures which 
are fo apt to fet people of but Middle Fortwxes above all 
the ufeful employments of life; and to make young wo- 
men an eafy prey to Rakes and Libertines. 


Happier Scenes open for the remaining charaéters ; for 
it might be defcending too low to mention the untimely 
Ends of Dorcas, and of William, Mr. Lovelace’s wicked 
fervant; and the pining and confumptive ones of Betty 
Barnes and Fofph Lemav, unmarried both, and in lefs 
| is - FP 6 | - than 
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than a year after the happy death of their excellent young 
Lady. 

7. he good Mrs. Norton paffed the {mall remainder of 
her life, as happily as fhe wifhed, in her beloved fofter- 
daughter's dairy-houfe, as it ufed to be called: 4s be 
awifocd, we repeat ;—for fhe had too ftrong afpirations af- 
ter Another life, to be greatly attached to This. , 

She laid out the greateft part of her time in doing good 
by her advice, and by the prudent management of the 
Fund committed to her direction. . Having lived an Ex- 
emplary Life from her Youth upwards; and feen her Son 
happily fettled in the world; fhe departed with eafe and 
calmnefs, without pang or agony, like a tired traveller, 
falling into a fweet flumber: Her laft words expreffing. 
her hope of being réftored to the Child of her Bofom ; and 
to her own excellent Father and Mother, to whofe care and 
pains fhe owed that good Education to which fhe wae in- 
debted for all her other bleffings. 

The Poor’s Fund, which was committed to her care, fhe 
_ refigned, a week before her death, into the hands of Mrs. 
Hickman, according to the direction of the Will, and all 
the accounts and difburfements with it; which fhe had 
kept with fuch an exaétnefs, that that Lady declares, that 
fhe will follow her method, and only witfhes to do as well. 

Mifs Howe was not to be perfuaded to quit her mourn- 
ing for her dear friend, until fix months were fully ex- 
pired : And then fhe made Mr. Hickman one of the hap- 
picft men in the world. A woman of her fine fenfe and 
underftanding, married to a man of virtue and good-na- 
ture (who had no paft capital errors to reflect upon, 
and to abate his joys, and whofe behaviour to Mrs. 
Hickman \s as eae as ‘it was refpeétful to 
M.fs Howe) could not do otherwife. They are already 
bleffed with two fine children; a Daughter, to whom, 
by joint confent, they have given the name of her be- 

oved friend ; and a Son, who bears that of his father. 

She has allotted to Mr. Hickman, who takes delight in 
doing good (and that as much for its own fake, as to 
oblige her) 47s part of the management of the Poor’s Fund ; 
to be accountable for it, as fhe pleafantly fays, to ber. She 
has appropriated every Thurfday morning for Jer part of 
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that management ; and takes fo much delight in the tafk, 
that fhe declares, it is one of the moft agreeable of her 
amufements.. And the more agreeable, as fhe teaches every 


‘one whom fhe benefits, to dlefs the Memory of her d:parted 


Friend; to whom fhe attributes the merit of all ber cur 


. charities, as well as that of thofe which the difpenfes in 


purfuance of her Will. 

_ She has declared, That this Fund fhall never fail while 
fhe lives. She has even engaged her Mother to contribute 
annually to it. And Mr. Hickman has appropriated twenty 
pounds a year tothe fame. In confideration of which fhe 
allows him to recommend four objects yearly to partake 
of it.— Allows, is her ftyle; for fhe affumes the whole 
prerogative of difpenfing this charity; the on/y preroga- 
tive fhe does or has occafion to aflume. In every other 
cafe, there is but ove wil] between them; and that is ge- 
nerally his or hers, as either {peak firft, upon any fubjedt,. 
be it what it will, Mrs. Hickman, fhe fometimes as 
pleafantly as'generoufly tells him, muft not quite forget 
that fhe was once Miss Howe, becaufe if he had not 
loved her as fuch, and with all her foibles, fhe had never. 
been Mrs. Hickman. Neverthelefs the ferioufly, on all 
occafions, and that to others, as well as to himfelf, confeffes, 
that fhe owes him unreturnabé obligations for his patience 
with her in HER Day, and for his generous Behaviour 
Zo her in HIS. ; | 

And ftill the more highly does fhe efteem and love him, 
as fhe reflects upon his paft kindnefs to her beloved friend ; 
and on that dear friend’s good. opinion of him. Nor is 
it lefs grateful to her, that the worthy man joins moft fin- 
cerely with her in all thofe refpectful and affectionate 
recolleftions, which make the memory of the Departed 
precious to Survivors. | 

Mr. Betrorp was not fo deftitute of humanity and af- 
fe€tion, as to be unconcerned at the unhappy fate of his 
moft intimate friend. But when he reflecis upon the un- 
timely Ends of feveral of his companions, but juft men- 
tioned in the preceding hiftory (2)— On the fhocking 
defpondency and death of his poor friend Bel/toz —On 
the fignal juftice which overtook the wicked Tom/infon— 


- ft On 
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On the dreadful exit of the mfamous Siaclair— On the 
deep remorfes of his more valued friené—And, on the 
other hand, on the Example, fet him by the moft ex- 
cellent of her Sex—and on her bleffed preparation, and 
happy departure— And when he confiders, as he often 
does with awe and terror, that his wicked habits were fo 
rooted in his depraved heart, that all rhefe Warnings, and 
this Lovely Example, feemed to be but neceffzry to enable him 
to fubdue them, and to reform ; and that {uch awakening 
Calls are hardly ever afforded to men of his caft, or (if 
they are) but feldom attended with fuch happy effects in 
the Prime of Youth, and in the full Vigour of Conftitution 
— When he reflects upon all thefe things, he adores the 
Mercy, which thro’ thefe Calls has fnatched him as a brand 
out of the fire: And thinks himfelf obliged to make it 
his endeavour to find out, and to reform any of thofe who 
may have been endangered by his means; as well as to 
repair, to the utmoft of his power, ary damage or mif- 
chiefs which he may have occafioned to others. 

¢ With regard to the Traft with which he was honoured 
by the inimitable Lady, he had the pleafare of acquitting 
himfelf of it in avery few months, to every-body’s fatif- 
faction; even to that of the unhappy family ; who fent 
him their thanks on the occafion. Nor was he, at deliver- 
ing up his accounts, contented with -refigning the Legacy 
bequeathed to him, to the Ufes of the Will. So that the 
Poor’s Fund, as it ts called, is become a very confiderable 
fum ; and will be a lafting bank for relief of objets who 
beft deferve relief. 

There was but one Earthly Bleffing which remained for 
Mr. Belford to with for, in order, morally fpeaking, to 
fecure to him all his other bleffings; and that was, the 
greateft of all worldly ones, a virtuous and prodent Wife. 
So free a liver as he had been, he did not think that he 
could be worthy of fuch a one, till, upon an impartial 
examination of himfelf, he found the pleafure he had in 
his new refolutions fo great, and his abhorrence of his 
former courfes fo fincere, that he was the lefs apprehen- 
five of a deviation. 

Upon this prefumption, having alfo kept in his mind 
fome encouraging hints from Mr, Lovelace; and having 

| been 
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been fo happy as to have it in his power to oblige Lord 
M. and that whole noble family, by fome fervices grate- 
fal to them (the requeft for which from his unhappy 
friend was brought over, among other papers, with the 
dead body, by Dela Tour) he befought that Nobleman’s 
Leave to make his addreffes to Mifs Cuartotre Mon- 
Tacus, the eldeft of his. Lordfhip’s two nieces: And 
making at the fame time fuch propofals of Settlements as 
were not objected to, his Lordthip was pleafed to ufe his 
powerful intereft in his favour. And his worthy niece 
having no engagement, fhe had the goodnefs to honour 
Mr. Belford with her hand; and thereby made him as 
completely happy as a man cax be, who has enormities to. 
reflect upon, which, in a courfe of years, the deaths of 
fome of the injured parties, and the irreclaimablenefs of 
others, have put.it out of his power to atone for. : 

Happy is the man who, in time of health and ftrength, 
fees and reforms the errors of his ways !— But how much 
more happy he, who has no capital and wilful errors to 
repent of !— How unmixed and fincere muft the joys of 
fuch a one come to him ! 

Lord M. added bountifally in his life-time, as did alfo 

the two. Ladies his Sifters, to the fortune of their worthy 
Niece., And as Mr. Belford has been bleffed with a. 
Son by her, his Lordthip at his death (which happened: 
juft three years after the untimely one of his unhappy 
Nephew) was pleafed to devife to that Son, and to his 
defcendants for ever (and in cafe of his death unmarried, 
to any other children of his Niece) his Hertfordthire eftate 
(defigned for Mr. Lovelace) which he made up to the 
value of a moiety of his real eftates; bequeathing alfo a 
moiety of his perfenal to the fame Lady. 

Mifs Patty Monrracvue, a fine young Lady (to whom 
her Noble uncle, at his death, devifed the other moiety 
of his real and perfonal eftates, including his Seat in 
Berkfhire) lives at prefent with her excellent Sifter Mrs. 
Belford ; to whom fhe removed upon Lord M’s death: 
But, in all probability, will foon be the Lady of a wor- 
thy Baronet, of antient family, fine qualities, and ample 
fortunes, juft returned from his Travels, with a character 


that 
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that very feldom happens, altho’ the End of Travel is Im- 
provement. ee a 
Colonel Morven, who with fo many virtues and ac- | 
complifhments, caanot be unhappy, in feveral Letters” 
to the Executor, with whom he correfponds from Flo-— 
rence (having, fince his unhappy affair with Mr. Lovelace, 
changed his purpofe of coming fo foon to refide in Eng- 
land as he had intended) declares, That altho’ he thought 
himfelf obliged either to accept of what he took to be a 
challenge, as fuch; or tamely to acknowlege, that he gave 
up all refentment of his coufin’s wrongs; and in a man- 
ner to: beg. pardon for having fpoken freely of Mr. 
Lovelace behind his back ; and altho’ at the time he owns 
he was not forry to be called upon, as he was, to take 
either the one courfe or the other ; yet now, coolly refle@- 
ing upon his beloved coufin’s reafonings againft Duelling ; 
and upon the price it had too probably coft the unhappy 
man; he wifhes he had more fully confidered thofe words in 
his coufin’s pofthumous letter— “ If God will allow him 
¢«. Time for Repentance, why fhould you deny it him?” 


To conclude — The worthy Widow Lovick con- 
tinues to live with Mr. Belford ; and by her prudent be- 
haviour, piety, and ufefulnefs, has endeared herfelf to her 
Lady, and to the Whole Family. | | _ 
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favoured, in the courfe of its Publication, with 

»many Anonymous Letters, in which the Writers 

have &fferently expreffed their wifhes as to what they 
apprehended of the Cataftrophe. 

Moft of thofe directed to him by the gentler Sex turn 
in favour of what they calla fortuzate Exding; and {ome 
of them, enamoured, as they declare, with the principal 
Character, are warmly folicicous to have her Lappy. 
~ Thefe Letters having been written on the perufal of 
the firft Four Volumes only, before the complicated 
adjuftment of the feveral parts to one another could be 
feen, or fully known, it may be thought fuperfuous, 
now the whole Work is before the Public, to enter up- 


| T HE Author of the foregoing Work has been 


on this argument, becaufe it is prefumed, that the Ca- 


taltrophe neceffarily follows the natural progrefs of the 
Story: But as the Notion of Poetical Fuftice feems to 
have generally obtained among the Fair Sex, and muft be 
confeffed to have the appearance of Good Nature and 
Humanity, it may not be amils to give it a brief con- 
fideration. | : 

Nor can it be deemed impertinent to touch upon this 
fubject at the Conclution of a Work which is defigned to 
inculcate upon the buman mind, under the guife of an 
Amufement, the great Leffons of Chriftianiry, in an Age 
like the prefent : which feems to expect from the Poets 
and Dramatic Wrirers (that is to fay, from the Authors 
of Works of Invention) that they fhould make it one of 
their principal Rules, to propagate. another Sort of Dif- 
penfation, under the Name of Poetical Fuftice, than that 
with which God, by Revelation, teaches us, he has 
| thought 
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thought fir to exercife Mankind; whom, placing here 
only in a State of Probation, he hath fo intermingled 
Good and Evil, as to neceffirate them to look forward 
for a more equal Diftribution of both. _ | 


The Hiftory, or rather, The Dramatic. Narrative of 


Carissa, is formed on this Religious Plan; and is: 
therefore welljuftified in deferring to extricate fuffering 
Virtue ull it meets with the Completion of its Reward. 
But we have no need to fhelter our Condu& under 
the Sanction of Religion (an Authority, perhaps, nér 
of the greateft weight with modern Critics) fince. we 
‘are jultified in it by the greateft Mafter of Reafon, and 
the beft Judge of Compofition, that ever was. “Ihe 
learned Reader knows we muft mean ARISTOTLE. 
whofe Sentiments in this matter we fhall beg leave to de- 
liver in the words of a very amiable Writer of our own. 
ountry. Oo 
© The Englith Writers of Tragedy, fays Mr. Addi- 
 fow(a), are poffeffed with a Notion, that when they 
© reprefent a virtuous or innocent perfon in diftrefs, they 
* ought not to leave him till they have delivered him out 
* of his troubles, or made him triumph over his enemies. 
. © This Exror they have been led into by a ridiculous 
¢ Doctrine in Modern Criticifin, That they are obliged 
“ to an equal diftribution of Rewards and Punifbments, 
© and an impartial Execution of Poetical Fuffice. 
©‘ Who were the firft that eftablifhed this Rule, FE 
* know not; but I am fure it has no Foundation in 
‘ NATURE, in REASON, or in the PRACTICE OF 
‘THE ANTIENTS. | 
© Werfind, that [in the difpenfations of PROVIDENCE] 
© Good and Evil happen alike to ALL MEN on this 
© fide the grave: And asthe principal defign of Tragedy 
© is ro raife Commiferation and Terror in the minds of 
© the Audience, we fhall defeat this great end, if we al- 
* ways make Virtue and Innocence happy and fucce(sful. 

_ © Whatever croffes and difappointments a good man 
© fuffers in the Body of the Tragedy, they will make but 
© {mall impreffion on our minds, when we kaow, thats 

| ‘ in 
42). Speftator, Vol. I. No. XL, 
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¢ in the /2/# Ad, he is to arrive at the end of his wifhes 
¢ and defires. 


< When we fee him engaged in the depth of his af- 
flictions, we are apr to comtort ourfelves, becaule we 
are fure he will find his way out of them, and that his 
grief, how great foever it may be at prefenr, will foon 
terminate in gladnedis. 
© For this reafon, the antient Writers of Tragedy 
treated men in their Plays, as they are dealt with in th ° 
World, by making Virtue fometimes happy and fome- 
times mi‘erable, as they found it in the Fable which 
they made choice of, or as it might affect their Au- 
dience in the mo{t agreeable manner. 

¢ Ariftorle confidcrs the Tragedies that were written 
in either of thofe kinds; and obferves, that thofe which 
ended unhappily had always pleafed the people, and 
carried away the Prize, in the public difputes of the 
Stage, from thofe that ended happily (4). 
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¢ Terror 

(2) This was at a time when the Entertainments of the Stage were 
committed to the Care of the Magiftrates; when the Prizes contended 
for were given by the State ; when, of confequence the Emylation 
among Writers was ardent 3 and when Learning was at the hight # 
Pitch of Glory in that renowned Commonwealth. 

Tt cannot be fuppofed; that the Athenians, im this their higheft Age 
of Tafte and Politenefs, were lefs Humane, lefs Tender-hearted, than 
we of the prefent. But they were not afraid of being moved,. nor 
afthamed of fhewing themfelves to be fo, at the diftreffes they faw 
well painted and scprefented. In fhort, they were of the opinion, with the 
Wife of men, That it was better to go to the Houje of Mourning than 
to the Houfe of Mirth ; and had Fortitude enough to truft themfelves with 
their own generous grief, becaufe they found their hearts mended by it.. 

Thus alfo Herace, and the policeft Ramans in the Auguftan Age 
withed to be affe@ted : - 

fc ne forte putes me, quae facere ipfe retufem, 

Cum rete traGant alii, faudare maligne ; 

Ie per cxtentum funem mibi poffe videtur 

Tre pita, meum gui peGus inaniter angit, 

Irritat, mulcet; falfs terroribus implet, ; 

Ut magus ; & modo me Thebis, modo ponit dtpenin 
Thus Englithed by Mr. Pope: sis 

Yet left you think I razily more than teach, 

Or praife malignly Arts I cannot reach, 
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* Terror and Commiferation leave a pleafing anguish 
in the mind, and fix the Audience in fuch a ferious 
compoture of thought, as is much more lafting and 
delightful, than any little tranfient Srarts of Joy and 
Satisfaction. - Bn ok 

* Accordingly we find, that more of our Englifh Tra- 
© gedies have fucceeded, in which the Favourites of the 
© Audience fink under their calamities, than thofe in 
£ which they recover themfelves out of them. 

‘ The beft Plays of this kind are The Orphan, Venice 
© Preferved, Alexander the Great, Theodofius, All for 
Love, Oedipus, Oroonoke, Othello, &c. 5 
‘ King Lear is an admirable Tragedy of the fame 
kind, as Shakefpeare wrote it: But as it is reformed 
according to the chimerical motion of Poetical [er, as 
we may fay, Anti-Providential | Juftice, in my hum- 
ble opinion it has loft half its beauty (a). 

* At the fame time I muft allow, thar there are very 
noble Tragedies, which have been framed upon the 
other Plan, and have ended happily ; as indeed moft of 
the good Tragedies which have been written fince the 
© ftarting of the above-mentioned Criticifm, have taken 
a rr, | ¢ this 

Let me, for once, prefume tinfiru& the times . 
To know the Poet from the Man of Rhymes. 

*Ti's He who gives my breaft a thoufand pains, 

Cun make me feel each paffion that be feigns ; 
Enrage---compofe---with more than magic Art, 

- With Pity and with Terror tear my beart ; 

dnd [natch me o'er the earth, or thro’ the air, 
. Io Thebes, to Athens, when be will, and where. 


(a) Yet fo different feems to be the Modern Tafte from that of the 
Antients, that the altered King Lear of Mr. Tate is conftantly ated 
on the Englifh Stage, in preference to the Original; tho’ written by 
Shakefpeare himfelf!---Whether this fraage preference be owing to the 
falfe Delicacy or affe&ted Tendernefe of the Players, or to that of the 
Audience, has not for many years been tried. And perhaps the former 
have not the courage to try the Public Tafte upon it. And yet, if it 
were ever to be tried, Now feems to be the Time, when an Aor and a 
Manager, inthe fame perfon, is in being, who defervedly engages the 
public favour in all he undertakes, and who owes fo much, and is grate- 
fully fenfible that he does, to that great Mafter of the human Paffions. 
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“this turn: As The Mourzing Bride, Tamerlane (b), 
© Ul; ffes, Phedra and Hippolytus, wiih moft of Mr. 
¢ Dryden’s. TI mult alfo allow, thar many of Shake- 
© fpeare’s, and feveral of the celebrated Tragedies of An- 
€ tiquity, are caft in the fame.form. I do not there= 
© fore difpute againft this way of writing Tragedies ; bur 
© againft che Criticifm that would eftablith This as the . 
€ only method; and by that means would very much 
* cramp the Englifh Tragedy, and perhaps give a. wrong 
€ benr to the Genius of our Writers.’ . 
Thus far Mr. Addifon. 
Our fair Readers are alfo defired to attend to what a 


‘celebrated Critic (c) of a neighbouring nation fays on 


the nature and defign of ‘Tragedy, from the Rules laid 
down by the fame great Antient. 
_ © Tragedy, fays he, makes man modeff, by reprefent- 
ing the great Matters of the Earth humbled; and ic 
makes him tender and merciful, by fhewing him the 
firange accidents of life, and the unforefeen difgraces 
to which the moft important perfons are fubject. 

© Bur becaufe Man is naturally timorous and com- 
paffionate, he may fall into other extremes. Too 
much Fear may fhake his Conftancy of Mind, and too 
much Compaffion may enfeeble his Equity. Tis the 
bufinefs of ‘Tragedy to regulate thefe two weakneffes. 
It prepares and arms him-againft Di/graces, by fhew- 
ing them fo frequent in the moft confiderable per- 
fons; and he will ceafe to fear extraordinary accidents, 
when he fees themhappen to the higheft [And ftill 
more efficacious, we may add, the example will be, 
| oo he fees them happen to the def] part of man- 

ind, P 

* But as the End of Tragedy is to teach men not to 
fear too weakly common Misfortunes, it propofes alfo 
to teach them to {pare their Compaffion for Objects 
© that deferve it. For there is an Injuftice in being 

: © moved 
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(4) Yet in Tamerlane two of the moft amiable charaClers, Monefes 
and Afpafia, fuffer death. 


(¢) Rapin, on Ariftotle’s Poetics,, 
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© moved at the afflictions of thofe who deferve to be 
© miferable. \Ne may fee, without pity, Clyremneftra 
**flain by her fon Oreftes in 4 fchylus, becaule the had 
© ‘murdéred Agamemnon her husband ; and we cannot 
© fee Hippolytus die by the plot of his ftepmother 
© -Phedra, in Euripides, without Compaffion, becaufe 
© he died mor bur for being chafte and virtuous.’ 
-Thefe are the great Auchorities fo favourable to the 
Stories that end unhappily: Yet the Writer of the 
Hiftory of Clariffa iss humbly of Opinion, that he 
might have been excufed referring to them for the 
vindicatidn of bis Cataftrophe, even by thofe who are 
advocates for the Contrary opinion ; fince the notion 
of Poetical Fuftice; founded on the Moderu Rules, has 
hardly ever been more ftrictly obferved in works of this 
nature, than in che prefent performance, if-any regard 
at all be to be paid to the Chriftian Syftem, on which it 
is formed. 

For, Is not Mr. Lovelace, who could perfevere in 
his villainous views, againft the ftrongeft and mott fre- 
quent convictions and: remorfes that ever were fent to 
awaken and reclaim a wicked man—Is not this great, 
this wilful Tranfgreffor, condignly punifbed ; and his 
punifhment brought on thro’ the intelligence of the very 
Jofeph Leman whom he had corrupted (2) 5 and by 
means of the very women whom he had debauched (6) 
—{s not Mr. Be/toz, who has an uncle’s baftened death 
to anfwer for (¢)—Are not the whole Harlowe family— 
Is not the vile Zomlinfon——Are not the infamous Sinclair, 
and her wretched Partners—And even the wicked Ser- 
vants, who, with their eyes open, contributed their 
parts to the carrying on of the vile fchemes of their 
re{pective principals——re they not All likewife exem- 
plarily panifbed ? 

On the other hand, Js not MifsH o we, for her noble 
. Friendfhip to the exalted Lady in her calamities——Js not 
Mr. HicKMAN, for his unexceprionable Morals, and 
Integrity of Life-—Is not the repentant and not ungene- 

rous 


(2) Sce Velivis p. 396+"399_ (4) Idem, p. 4094 (c) Idem, po 3% 
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| yous BELFoRD—Is not the worthy Nor TON—wade 
fgnally bappy ? | | | 
And who that are in earneft in their Profeffion of 

Chriftianity, buc will rather envy than regret the. tri-: 
umphant death of CLarissa, whole Piety, from 
her early Childhood; whofe diffuGve Charity; whofe 
fteady Virtue; whofe Chriftian Humility 5 whofe For- 
giving Spirit; whofe Meeknefs, whofe Refignation, 
HEAVEN ozly could reward (d) ? 


The Length of the piece has been objected to by 
fome, who had feen only the firft four Volumes, and 
who perhaps looked upon it asa mere Novelor Romance; 
et of thefe there are not wanting works of equal 
ength. 

They were of opinion, that the Story moved too 
flowly, particularly in the firft and fecond Volumes, 
which are chiefly taken up with the Altercations between 

x» Clariffa and the {everal perfons of her Family. 

But is it not true, that thofe Alcercations are the 
Foundation of the whole, and therefore a neceflary part. 
of the work ? The Letters and Converfations, where 
the Story makes the floweft progrefs, are prefumed to 
be characteriftic. They give occalian hikewie to fuggeft 
many interelting Perfomalizies,-in which a good deaiof . 
the [aftruction effential to a work.of this mature, is cons 
veyed. And it will, moreover, ba remembred, that 
the Author at bis:firft.fetting out,. apprifed the Reader, 
that the Story wasto be looked upon as the Vehicle only 
to the Inftruction. oa 

Doall. which we may add,. that there was frequently a 
neceflity to be very circumitantial:and: minute, in order 
to preferve and miainsaia thanAir of: Probability, which 
is neceffary to be maintainedin:a Story defigned ro repre- 

fent real Life, and whichis rendered extremely poly one 
active 


dd) ¥% may not be amifs to remind the Reader, that “fo early in the 
swork as Vol. II. p. 235, 236, 237. the difpenfations of Providence in 
wher diftreffes are juftified by herfelf. And thus the ends her Reflections--- 
“ I thall not live always---May my Clofing Scene be happy ie 

She had her with, It was Lappy. | 
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active by the plots and contrivances formed and carried 


on by one of. the principal Characters. | 

In a word, If, in the Hiftory before us, ic fhall be 
found, thar the Spirit is duly diffufed throughout; that 
the Characters are various and natural; well diftinguith- 
ed, and uniformly fupported and maintained: If there 
be a variety of incidents fufficient to excite Attention, 
and thofe fo conducted, as to keep the Reader always 
awake; the Length then muft add proportionably to 
the pleafure that every Perfon of Tafte reccives-fiom a 
well-drawn Picture of Nature. But where the contrary 
of all thefe qualities fhock the underftanding, the extrava- 
gant performance will be judged tedious, tho’ no longer 
than a Fairy-Tale. 


FINTIS., 


ERRATA. 


Vou. V. p. 248. 1. 25. dele have. 
p. 312.1. 20. de/e in. | 
p. 133. 1.12. after diftinttion, add difpenfed 
with. 
Vou. VI. p. 60. 1. 5. read conclufion. 
Vou. VII. p. 56. 1.13. read, than at prefent you feem 
to. have; fince, &%c. oo 
p. 116: 1. 11. after one pair of fairs, read 
(and who, at their defire, came down, and 
confirmed what they faid) had, Gc. 
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